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Library supports sexual assault awareness program

By Dan Moeller
CORRESPONDENT

The Brodhead library board vot-
ed last week to support a sexual as-
sault awareness program in April.
The board voted to allow the Green
County Sexual Assault Recovery
Program to set up a tent in the li-
brary parking for SARP’s Denim
Day.

On that day SARP will provide
no-contact kits for people to deco-
rate denim as a way to draw atten-
tion to sexual assault. The event
will be held in late April, but a date
hasn’t been established yet. April is
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.
Denim is decorated because a sexu-
al assault victim in Italy was wear-
ing denim jeans when raped. Later

State tahs Rock
County for -
vaccine clinic

The state’s first community-based
vaccination clinic was to open Feb.
16 at Blackhawk Technical College in
Janesville.

The clinic is in partnership with
AMI Expeditionary Healthcare, a phy-
sician-owned and led company that
provides health care in remote and un-
der-served environments, according to a
state news release.

The Rock County site will start with
the ability to vaccinate up to 250 indi-
viduals daily. If Wisconsin’s vaccine
allocations increase, the clinic’s goal
is to provide up to 1,000 vaccinations
per day.

Six to ten additional communi-
ty-based vaccination sites will open
across the state as needed, and as the
vaccine supply allows, the news re-
lease said.

“AMI will work closely with the
Wisconsin National Guard, Wiscon-
sin Emergency Management and local
public health partners to support Wis-
consin’s COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gram and help expand vaccine coverage
across the state,” the news release said.

“Wisconsinites are working together
to stop the spread of COVID-19 and put
this pandemic behind us. This partner-
ship with AMI is going to help us take
another step in the right direction,” Gov.
Tony Evers said in the news release.
“Our top priority is to get folks vaccinat-
ed and to continue to keep Wisconsin-
ites healthy and safe, and that’s going to
take a team effort not only with partners
like AMI, but with every Wisconsinite
practicing social distancing and wearing
masks and doing their part to help pre-
vent the spread in the meantime.”

For information, resources, and data
related to Wisconsin’s COVID-19 vac-
cination program, go online to www.dhs.
wisconsin.gov/covid-19/vaccine-data.
htm. For up-to-date information about
Wisconsin’s COVID-19 response, go
online to the DHS COVID-19 webpage
at  www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/
index.htm.

the conviction was overturned be-
cause she was wearing tight jeans
and the court reasoned the man
needed the woman’s help in taking
off her pants and therefore the act
was consensual. The outrage over
that reasoning led to the first denim
day in the late 1990s.

Green County SARP wants to
educate people about sexual assault
and let the public know that the
agency exists.

“What you stand for lines up
with that we stand for,” library
board president Kelly Gratz told
the SARP’s Hattie Stuessy, who

was meeting online with the board.

Library director Angela Noel
said the library could make the kits
available to the public before the
denim day.

Collection culled

The library staff has been weed-
ing materials after not doing so for
over a year because of the pan-
demic. The weeded books are sent
to one of the library’s suppliers,
which buys back some books for a
small amount of credit. Others are
recycled. The program is free to the
library.

Library programs

Noel reported the winter reading
program attracted 44 participants —
20 elementary school children and 24
teens/adults. The elementary children
read for a total of 227.4 hours and the
adults read 564.6 hours. The 1,000
Books Before Kindergarten has 11
online participants.

Noel reported that online crafter
programs on Facebook are set for
3:30 p.m. Tuesdays:

e Feb. 15 to 20, Mardi Gras mix

* Feb. 25 to 28, origami cats

e March 1 to 6, Cat in the Hat wa-
tercolor portraits

e March 8 to 13, picture frame
cubes

* March 15 to 20, St. Patrick’s Day
magnets

Teen/adult craft kits also are avail-
able:

e Feb. 15 to Feb. 20, hot chocolate
bombs

e Feb. 25 to Feb. 28, spice up your
life

* March 1 to March 6, mossy sham-
rock

* March 8 through March 13, con-
fetti key chain

* March 15 to March 20, string Eas-
ter garland
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Students take a stand against vaping

All Brodhead Middle School students have been encouraged to submit an informative poster or infographic about the health risks
associated with vaping. For contest details, go online to www.scholastic.com/youthvapingrisks/index.html. Entries must be submit-
ted to Brodhead Middle School by March 12.
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We Survived The Pandemic
Now Booking 2020/2021 Excursions

t: | Captain Percy Darville has lived on Great Harbour for most
.~ of the last 42 yrs, & for quite a long time he has been building
4 up a reputation as a master sailor & fisherman. He has guided
many celebrities & dignitaries on fishing adventures, & never
= let anyone down.You could be the next person to find out

o how he does it & makes it look so easy.

= If you have trouble reaching me please keep trying due to
severe weather conditions.

Capt. Percy Darville won the 2007 The Bahamas: “Cacique
& Award” for Sports & Leisure. He can provide you with the
-1 best bonefishing, bottom fishing & deep-sea fishing experience
: S' that any Guide can offer, in addition to snorkeling & tours.
(e A

Contact Percy Darville: 242-464-4149

(Call Before 7am or After 7pm Only)

(Make all Payments Payable to Percy Darville) fivehearts2@hotmail.com
-

390290

Percy Bonefish

242-367-8119 or 561-594-7929

1170 Lee Wagner Blvd., Ste.#101
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315

Stillman

BANK

www.stillmanbank.com

A Heritage of Serving

Local Agriculture
Since 1882

» Machinery Loans

« Livestock Loans
« Lines of Credit
o Farm Improvement Loans

» Real Estate Loans

« Financial Planning

 Leasing

Member FDIC gz
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Obituary

DOLORES SULLIVAN

Dolores Ann Sullivan, age 92, of
Brodhead, passed away on Feb. 9,
2021, while at the Janesville Mercy
Hospital.

Dolores was born Dec. 10, 1928, in
LaFarge, Wisconsin, the daughter of
Lloyd and Carol (Smith) Hutchens.
Dolores married Gerald Sullivan at
St. Mary’s Ridge Catholic Church
in Ontario, Wisconsin, on Sept. 11,
1948.

Dolores was a member of St. Rose
Catholic Church in Brodhead since
1963, where she worked as a volun-
teer for many events and was on the
Ladies Altar Society. Dolores worked
for many years at APCO. She enjoyed
camping and traveling with Gerald
every year to Arizona as well as their
travels abroad and going to her sum-
mer house in Adams-Friendship.

Dolores is survived by her six
children, Rodger (Lynette) Sullivan,
Pamela (Bob) Elliott-Cummings,
Geraldine (Glenville) Johnson, Karen
(Kevin) McKinney, Eugene (Debra)
Sullivan and Pat (Jacqui) Sullivan;
16 grandchildren; 24 great-grand-
children; 1 great-great grandchild; a
daughter-in-law, Jeanette Sullivan;

her  longtime
friends, Coz-
ette, Royce and
JoAnn; and
many  nieces,
nephews  and
other relatives
and friends.

“The love
that sprang from
her heart en-
compassing her family is her legacy.”

Dolores was preceded in death by
her parents; her husband, Gerald, on
Nov. 15, 2010; her son, David, in
2020; a great-grandson, Jackson Sul-
livan, in 2013; a son-in-law, Clayton
Elliott, in 2002; and several brothers
and sisters.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be
directed to the family in her memory.

A visitation was held Feb. 12, 2021,
at the DL Newcomer Funeral Home
in Brodhead. Private funeral services
will be held later. Burial will conclude
at the Mt. Olivet Catholic Cemetery
in Janesville.

DL Newcomer Funeral Home is
serving the family. Go online to dl
newcomerfuneralhome.com or call
608-897-2484 for more information.

DNR seeks inpt on wal

The Department of Natural Re-
sources will host a Feb. 23 public
meeting to discuss updating the Wis-
consin Walleye Management Plan
for Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Green,
Jefferson and Rock counties.

The meeting will be held via Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 23. Any-
one interested in walleye manage-
ment in the six counties and who
would like to participate should con-
tact Max Wolter at Max.Wolter@
wisconsin.gov  or 715-634-7429.
Pre-registration is required.

The current walleye management
plan serves as a guide for one of the
most sought-after fish species in Wis-
consin and outlines seven goals and
strategies for walleye management.
The updating process will include a
review of the existing plan, an anal-
ysis of available data and trends and
public input on angling and manage-
ment preferences.

The DNR is seeking public feed-
back on stocking priorities, regula-
tion acceptance and agency resource
allocation. The public is invited to
give input on the process through:

e Comments on walleye manage-

leye management

Anglers are invited to learn more about local walleye management
and give feedback at a Feb. 23 virtual meeting hosted by the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural Resources.

ment preferences and issues via this
public input forum

* Detailed random mail/online sur-
veys of fishing license holders (both
resident and non-resident) to scien-
tifically gauge angler attitudes about
management options

* Regional virtual meetings with

The Independent-Register FREE Shopping News is an invited guest in over 10,000 homes each week - to be included call 608-897-2193.

stakeholder groups and individuals
to discuss local management issues
and partnership opportunities

After this final meeting, the DNR
will analyze all feedback and deter-
mine the best path forward for updat-
ing the current walleye management
plan.

Open Mon.-Sat

Murray’s Auto
Salvag

e, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles ¢ Sell Used Parts

.9a.m.-5 p.m.

Closed Sundays and Holidays
6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525

279138

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,

gown preservation, leather & sued

Monday and Thursday at Pin
Pharmacy in Brodhead?

Ninth Street, Monroe - 608-325-5860

Specializing in cleaning clothes of all types,
draperies, comforters, pillows, wedding

and dress shirts folded or on hangers and
starched to your specifications.

DID YOU KNOW you can drop off
and pick up items to be cleaned each

Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

e jackets
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UNLIMITED

Now OFFERING SEAMLESS
Custom-Mabg, ON SITE,
METAL STANDING SEAM ROOFING
AND SEAMLESS GUTTERS

New Glarus, WI ¢ 608-527-5699

308492

380466

Co-
S Ryan Farm
>  Quarries

608-879-2623

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE
3/4”,1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

279141

Quality D ON ’S

o' APPLIANCE

REPAIR

Kenmore  Whirlpool
Maytag ¢ GE

==——— MOST BRANDS
608-365-2893
608-290-2511

Don Thompson, Jr.

280954

o Forge,
Dur deading i

Broadband Internet
Z —~ \
LiteWire )
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~
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Do You Live in the Country?
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service:

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET

« No Phone Line Required!
« Local Technical Support!
« No Monthly Data Limits!

279135

@ Brodhead Dental Clinic

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520

Dr. Dan Branson DDS

dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm - Tues. 8am-7pm « Thurs. 8am-3pm - Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

380422
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AUTO BODY REPAIR

Brodhead, WI e Across from Subway
FREE LOANER CAR

When you need body work call us first.
608-897-8447

INC.

364330

in Z 3 N -
Country Undercoating
Vehicle Rust Prevention

Tired of driving rusty vehicles? You never have to again.

U s lifetime waranty on DEW  corieddeakr

o ' vehicles with our ‘Wax N 0iI andapplcaoro

; » Protect oid vehicles and make  [NJf §==f
> I : L= them look good again with our D

, - “Back In Black” oil undercoating NH OiL UNDERCOATING

608.921.3038

Service by appointment only.

375869
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Students at Albany High School will have to wait for next year to see a staff member kiss the pig
during National FFA Week festivities. The annual fundraiser isn’t being held due to COVID-19.

Monroe Arts Center news

Entry period opens for
regional art competition

For the 34th consecutive year, the
Monroe Arts Center will sponsor
the Wisconsin Regional Arts Pro-
gram Competition and Exhibit. All
artwork submitted for competition
will be on exhibit from March 26
through April 16 in Monroe Arts
Center’s Frehner Gallery.

“Wisconsin Regional Art Pro-
gram encourages non-professional,
student and emerging artists to cre-
ate and exhibit their work in WRAP
competitions and artist workshops
held in various regions of Wiscon-
sin throughout the year,” according
to a news release.

The competition is open to all
area nonprofessional artists who are
at least 14 years old. Work must be
original; no molds or patterns from
another artist may be used. Up to
two entries per artist are allowed
and all media are accepted such as
oil, acrylic, watercolor, photogra-
phy, sculpture, fiber, metal, glass,
wood, prints, pastel, digital, etc.
All work must have been completed
within the past two years.

The entry fee to compete, exhibit
artwork and attend the April 17 vir-
tual artist workshop is $30 per artist.

In brief

Albany community blood drive
set for March 4

National Honor Society members
at Albany High School are organiz-
ing a Red Cross blood drive from
noon to 5 p.m. Thursday, March 4, at
the Albany Lions Club building, 402
N. Cincinnati St.

People may register to give blood
by going online to redcrossblood.org
and using “Albany WI” as the spon-
sor code or by calling 800-733-2767.
Walk-in donors also will be accepted
on March 4.

County man joins corn
growers board

Ben Huber of Green County was
elected recently to serve as an as-
sociate director on the Wisconsin
Corn Growers Association Board of
Directors.

Huber is the agronomy department
manager at Insight FS. At Insight, he
is responsible for leading the sales,
marketing, precision ag and product
procurement efforts of the compa-
ny’s agronomy division in Wiscon-
sin. He is also actively involved in
Wisconsin Farm Bureau.

Huber holds a degree in agricul-
tural education from the University
of Wisconsin-Platteville. He and
his wife, Stephanie, help operate
their family’s grain farm in north-
ern Illinois.

Two pieces of artwork per artist are
allowed.

The entry form and the $30 reg-
istration fee are due at Monroe Arts
Center by 5 p.m. on Friday, March
5. Artwork for the exhibit may only
be delivered from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Friday, March 12.

Monroe Arts Center will hold a
virtual artist workshop at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, April 17. A demonstration
and/or lecture by professional art-
ist Nikki Cooper will be the focus
of the workshop. Cooper will also
serve as the judge for this competi-
tion.

State award winners selected at
the Monroe exhibit, along with all
other 2020-’21 WRAP competition
winners from throughout Wiscon-
sin, will be on display in September
at a location yet to be determined.
Additional awards and prizes will
be given at that time.

This event is co-sponsored by the
Monroe Arts Center and the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison Con-
tinuing Studies.

For information, call Monroe Arts
Center at 608-325-5700 or go online
to www.monroeartscenter.com.

Youth art contest invites
entries through March 16

Registration is open now for a
youth art contest sponsored by the
Monroe Arts Center and the Monroe
Woman’s Club.

The contest is open to all area stu-
dents with three age divisions: junior
(kindergarten through fifth grade),
intermediate (sixth through eighth
grades) and senior (ninth through
12" grades).

There are three categories of art
that will be accepted — fiber art,
sculpture and drawing and painting.

Starting Feb. 16, students may
register to receive a free Art Start Kit
to help them get started on a project
for the contest. To register, go online
to monroeartscenter.com/communit
yevents or call 608-325-5700.

Contest submissions are
March 16.

Devon Calvert, an elementary art
teacher in Milton, will serve as the
contest judge. Calvert recently was
elected to the National Art Education
Association Board of Directors.

Winners will be announced April
7, with the winning entries displayed
at the Monroe Arts Center.

due

JERRY LEE - TAX ASSOCIATES

NEW LOCATION! 1035 1st Center Ave. - Brodhead

608-897-9348 e

Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Jerry Lee Home — 608-879-2883

Darren Yirek — 608-295-9311 (QuickBooks expert & Enrolled Agent) %

608-897-6266

BUILDING CORP.

Serving our Chents since 1978

FEATURING:
.=I=nu-y

FABRAL

800-373-5550
ClearyBuilding.com

=% = Find Your Dream Building Today!

Explore ClearyBuilding.com
-

- ADVANCED SEARCH
OPTIONS
«VIRTUAL BUILDING
PLANNERS
« INFORMATION YOU NEED TO
GET STARTED

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

387413

10% MORE for jewelry with this ad!

BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins * World Coins * Proof Sets * Mini Sets « BU Rolls « Gold * Silver
Platinum ¢« Dental Gold « Jewelry « Sterling Silver « Scrap Gold Bullion « Currency « Pocket Watches
Diamonds * .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry ¢ Silverware * Foreign Exchange

815 547 7111 ‘ www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin. comg )

880 BeIV|dere Rd (Logan Square), Bedeere ILe bc0|ns60@yahoo com

Gold « Silver « Jewelry « Coins
Flatware « Diamonds * Sterling

818 -
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Albany h|ghl|ghts FFA Week with special events

By Mary Hookham
CORRESPONDENT

Members of Albany FFA are plan-
ning COVID-friendly events this year
for National FFA Week, which begins
Feb. 20. The special week offers a
way for members to have fun in their
chapters while raising awareness of
the value and importance of FFA.

“In this community FFA is very
important,” said Haley Koehn, agri-

culture teacher and FFA adviser with
the Albany School District. “I am
glad we are able to do small things to
get the students involved even if they
look different during COVID.
“Being such a small rural town,

we feel FFA is important due to the
amount of students who end up in the
agriculture field.”

Since students are on a hybrid
schedule this year, the week is split
in half so the first group will have
their dress-up days on Monday and
Tuesday while the second group with
have their dress-up days on Thursday
and Friday, Koehn said.

The officer team will provide
breakfast for staff members who
signed up. It will be delivered to staff
instead of having them all eat togeth-
er as they’ve done in the past.

See FFA, Page 5
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Albany FFA members Myah Johnson and Thomas Fry, left, and
Lily Larson and Haley Mueller, right, make breakfast for staff mem-
bers during the 2020 National FFA Week festivities. The staff break-
fast will continue during this year’s COVID-altered FFA week, how-
ever, meals will be delivered instead of served to the group.

 Albany Comet News *

THURSDAY, FEB. 18

-Albertson Memorial Library curbside pickup for high-risk

patrons, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19

*No school, Albany School District
-Albertson Memorial Library full circulation and limited computer

service, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20

-Albertson Memorial Library closed

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
No events scheduled

MONDAY, FEB. 22

-Albertson Memorial Library curbside pickup, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23
-Albertson Memorial Library
patrons, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24

curbside pickup for high-risk

-Albertson Memorial Library full circulation and limited computer

service, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

- Denotes a community event.

* Denotes Albany School event. For more information, please call

608-862-3225.

SPONSORED BY:
ALBANY MINI MART

* Piccadilly Pizza ® Maple Leaf Cheese ¢
* Charley Biggs Chicken ¢

ATM o Car Wash * Liquor Store 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Hwy. 59 (next to Sugar River Bike Trail)
608-862-3303

381142
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UW-Whitewater offensive lineman hopes to be a second day draft pick

By Daniel Schoettler
CORRESPONDENT

Warhawk Quinn Meinerz showed
off not only his ability — but his gut —
to help boost his NFL draft stock at the
Senior Bowl and hopes to be a second
day draft pick. The former University
of Wisconsin-Whitewater All-Amer-
ican offensive lineman was the lone
Division 3 representative and he was
able to show his skills off against big-
ger college talent.

“It really showed how hard I've

been working,” Meinerz said. “It really
showed that I belonged with those big-
name guys.”

Meinerz was able to catch a lot of
social media buzz on Twitter including
a meme that blew up showing how big
he is, complete with his gut hanging
out. He says it was cool to see and to
represent Division 3 “big guys.”

And he explained the gut.

“My nickname in high school and at
Whitewater was ‘The Gut,”” Meinerz
said of the reactions. “I always had my

gut hanging out at camp because it gets
hot and humid in August and it was
very odd to see the media react the way
they did because it is something I have
always done.”

Meinerz will get another chance to
show off his grit and girth with an in-
vite to the NFL. Combine in addition to
the Pro Day at Wisconsin.

Making the most of opportunity
In 2019, Meinerz was an Associated
Press and American Football Coaches

UW-WHITEWATER ATHLETICS Brodhead Independent-Register

Former University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Warhawk Quinn Meinerz (No. 77) hopes to be a second
day draft pick in the National Football League. He recently showed off his skills at the Senior Bowl and

will be invited to the NFL Combine.

Seventh-graders show the

Seventh-grade teachers at Brodhead Middle School look for students who go above and be-
yond, lending a helping hand, serving as positive role models and encouraging others to do the
same. Those students are chosen as members of the 100% Club. Laney Weis and Gracie Fields
were recognized recently as the newest 100% Club members.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Brodhead Independent-Register
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THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

We are interested!

V¥ Show the community what
your group has been doing!

V¥ NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

V¥ Just shoot and e-mail!

V¥ We need you to ID everyone

V¥ Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade
stands, school projects - people at work and at play.

This is
your chance to
promote your

organization or
special event!

in the photo first and last names required
V¥ Tell us what’s happening in the photo
V Please do NOT crop your photos.
V¥ Tell us who took the photo and we will give

them a photo credit

E-mail your photos at the highest
possible resolution to:
news@indreg.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WeBsTTE, indreg.com

629.E

Association First Team All-American
as well as a D3Football.com second
team All-American and first team All-
West region selection. He also was the
winner of the Glen Willis Offensive
Lineman Award as he helped the War-
hawks reach the national champion-
ship game a season ago.

Meinerz’s performance in the Senior
Bowl did not surprise UW-Whitewater

head coach Kevin Bullis, who said he
knew Quinn would take advantage of
the opportunity. But even Bullis was
pleasantly surprised at the magnitude
of the situation.

“To say that we are excited is an un-
derstatement,” Bullis said. “To say that
he was going to take advantage of the

See LINEMAN, Page 5

Belort Basehall signs development
agreement with Miami Marlins

Beloit Baseball has signed a profes-
sional development license with the
Miami Marlins, officially beginning a
10-year contract to serve as Miami’s
Advanced-A affiliate.

“Our organization is very excited
to officially become an affiliate of the
Miami Marlins,” team president Jeff
Jurgella said in a news release. “Form-
ing a long-term relationship with the
Marlins is a great move forward for
our franchise and for professional
baseball in Beloit.

“We’re looking forward to opening
a state-of-the-art stadium in downtown
Beloit to serve both as one of the best
places in the country to develop talent-
ed players and one of the best places
for fans to enjoy the game of baseball.”

Beloit was officially invited to be-
come an affiliate of the Marlins in De-
cember as part of the new professional
development license system designed
to modernize the player development
system and provide affiliated teams ac-
cess to Major League Baseball’s part-
nerships, tools, technology and content
to enhance fan experience.

Commissioner of Baseball Robert
D. Manfred, Jr. said: “We are excited
to unveil this new model, which not
only provides a pipeline to the Majors,
but continues the Minor Leagues’ tra-
dition of entertaining millions of fami-
lies in hundreds of communities.

“In modernizing our Minor League
system, we prioritized the qualities
that make the Minor Leagues such
an integral part of our game while

strengthening how we develop profes-
sional athletes on and off the field. We
look forward to demonstrating the best
of our game throughout local commu-
nities, supporting all those who are
working hard to grow the sport, and
sharing unrivaled technology and re-
sources with minor league teams and
players.”

Prior to the invitation to join the
Marlins organization, Beloit was an
affiliate of the Oakland Athletics from
2013 to 2020, the Minnesota Twins
from 2005 to 2012 and the Milwaukee
Brewers from 1982 to 2004. The team
has played at the Class-A level since
1982 and will move up to the Ad-
vanced-A classification in 2021.

“Not only will we be joining a first-
class organization with one of the best
farm systems in baseball, but our team
will be moving up to the Advanced-A
classification in 2021, allowing us to
bring even better baseball and more
talented prospects to the field in Be-
loit for our fans to watch,” Jurgella
said. “The timing of the new deal has
worked well for our franchise, allow-
ing us to ensure the new stadium is
built to meet all facility requirements
for ballparks, an important step to ce-
menting the long-term success of pro-
fessional baseball in our community.”

In addition to Beloit, the Marlins mi-
nor league system will also include the
Jupiter Hammerheads at the Class-A
level, the Pensacola Blue Wahoos in
Double-A and the Triple-A Jackson-
ville Jumbo Shrimp.

Rock County offers
weekly video virus update

Officials at the Rock County Public
Health Department are now offering
a COVID-19 video update at 11 a.m.
each Thursday.

The update is aimed at sharing up-
dates and answering frequently asked
questions.

“As part of the department’s ongo-
ing efforts to provide useful, consis-
tent, and transparent communication,
these live, weekly video updates will
offer another method for the public
and members of the media to stay up to
date on vital COVID-19 public health
measures, including vaccination prog-
ress in Rock County,” according to a
news release. “Each weekly broadcast
will begin with an overview of current
Rock County case/testing numbers
and a vaccination update, followed by
a more in-depth exploration of a cur-

PAE
THURSDAY, FEB. 18
 Orfordville library open 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 19
¢ Orfordyville library open 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; storytime at 11 a.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 20
 Orfordyville library open 9 a.m.
to noon

SUNDAY, FEB. 21
* Orfordville library closed

MONDAY, FEB. 22
 Orfordville library open 11 a.m.

rent topic based on the most frequently
asked COVID-19 questions.”

Members of the public may view
the live broadcast without any pre-reg-
istration by visiting www.facebook.
com/RockCountyPHD/live at 1la.m.
each Thursday. Videos will be posted
for on-demand viewing at www.face
book.com/RockCountyPHD/live and
www.youtube.com/channel/UCQO-
ZUNaK68wF4cdPsrd4n_ow after each
broadcast.

For more information on COVID-19
and Rock County Public Health De-
partment efforts to mitigate the spread,
visit public health’s website, which
contains a wealth of information and
is updated regularly: www.co.rock.
wi.us/publichealth-familycommunity/
publichealth-communicabledisease/
coronavirus-disease-2019.

to 7 p.m.
 Orfordville Village Board
meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 23

 Orfordville library open 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

* Parkview Elementary School
Scoopie Night at Court Street
Culver’s in Janesville, 4 p.m. to
8 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24
 Orfordville library open 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m.




By Kate Golden
FOR WISCONSIN WATCH

The first sign of trouble was that the
mink stopped eating, said Hugh Hil-
debrandt, one of two main mink vets
in Wisconsin. Next came coughing and
sneezing, lethargy and labored breath-
ing. Hildebrandt had worked with mink
for 30 years. He wrote the Merck Vet-
erinary Manual section on mink. But he
had never seen anything like this.

Captive mink have a flu season in the
fall, just like people — they get it from
us, in fact. But what appeared in the two
Taylor County, Wisconsin, mink farms
that saw outbreaks in October was not
flu, which tends to sicken the weakest
animals. This took out the strongest
mink, the mature adult females.

Over a few days, it killed hundreds
per day and about 5,500 total on the
two ranches. It whipped through by
coat color, light to dark: The light-
er-coat mink, ranch-bred to bring out
recessive genes, have long been more
delicate.

Five to seven days in, the ranchers
thought that most of the mink were go-
ing to die, said Hildebrandt. “And they
wake up the next morning, and it’s just
stopped. They all start eating. They eat
more than they ever did before.”

It wasn’t hard to guess the cause.
Wisconsin was a coronavirus hotspot
from late summer on, and workers
at mink ranches had already tested
positive. The Wisconsin Veterinary
Diagnostic Laboratory in Madison
confirmed the suspicion within days.
The mink almost certainly got it from
farmworkers, a jump called “reverse
Zoonosis.”

The outbreaks shone light on an in-
dustry that has for years operated so
discreetly in Wisconsin — the nation’s
top pelt producer — that even the offi-

cials in charge of animal health didn’t
know where all of the state’s 19 mink
farms were. Those farms are neither
regulated nor licensed by the state.

Officials have caught up fast amid
concerns that a mutation of the spe-
cies-hopping virus could pose danger
to humans. In fact, the state just added
mink farmers to the category of resi-
dents next in line for vaccination along
with teachers, child care workers and
grocery store employees.

‘Wisconsin is not, however, contem-
plating a Denmark-style moratorium
on mink farming or industry-wide cull,
according to state veterinarian Darlene
Konkle. Wisconsin has yet to find a
mink-to-human leap of the virus. And
since mink aren’t officially considered
livestock, Wisconsin doesn’t compen-
sate farmers whose mink are killed to
prevent disease spread, she said.

“It would be no small thing to take
the Denmark approach and say we’re
going to depopulate all the mink
farms,” Konkle said. “Because that’s
a situation where you’re taking away
somebody’s livelihood.”

The mink detectives

The first infections of U.S. farmed
mink, in Utah in August, triggered a
national investigation involving wild-
life and human health experts across
local, state, and federal agencies. Their
questions: How did the virus get there,
where would it go next, and what could
it do? In Europe, the virus had spread
from farm to farm, and also jumped
back to humans.

Then, in mid-December, a wild mink
trapped near a Utah mink farm was
confirmed to have the virus, marking
the “first free-ranging, native wild an-
imal confirmed with SARS-CoV-2,”
said Thomas DeLiberto and Susan

o Li " em a n (Continued from page 4)

opportunity to the magnitude he did, I
could have not predicted that.”

Meinerz’s high school football
coach at Hartford, John Redders, said
he is proud of his former Oriole and is
confident Meinerz is going to do well.

“The big thing was that he got the
invite and that they took a gamble on a
kid that showed that he has some mox-
ie and ability to do some things that
you don’t typically see at the smaller
divisions like Division 2 and Division
3,” Redders said.

“All of a sudden, Twitter was blow-
ing up one day that this guy from
Whitewater is pancake blocking, driv-
ing guys backwards three or four yards
back, and just taking care of business.
[t was crazy,” he added.

In high school, Meinerz was a sec-
ond team All-Conference offensive
lineman his junior year before be-
coming Honorable Mention All-State
offensive and defensive lineman his
senior year.

The Warhawk offensive lineman
also paid tribute to his hometown
during Senior Bowl weekend. Each
player could put the name of someone
on a yellow heart sticker on his helmet.
Meinerz chose to play for Hugs for
Alaina, a fundraiser for the 11-year-
old daughter of Hartford offensive line
coach Paul Shelsta.

Alaina has a rare disease known as
GLUT 1 and Meinerz said he consid-
ers her an inspiration.

“The morning of the Senior Bowl,
Quinn called me up and asked if he
could put my daughter’s name on it,”
Shelsta said. “He’s about to be draft-
ed and be in the Senior Bowl and he’s
thinking about my daughter’s situa-
tion. That was pretty special.”

Always preparing

In order to prepare for past seasons
and for the Senior Bowl, Meinerz has
spent his summers at his great uncle’s
flying fishing camp in Canada. He
tried to keep in shape before fall camp
by bringing a weight set up to the is-
land and also took advantage of dead
trees and trash cans to simulate a “pan-
cake block” and snapping a football.

“Those Canada workouts were able
to help me a lot,” Meinerz said. “It
shows how internally motivated I am
to be the best at football or the best at
whatever I am trying to do. That I am
willing to do whatever it takes.”

Shriner of the USDA’s Animal and
Plant Inspection Service. Soon after
that, two more mink — both Oregon
farm escapees — also tested positive.

Of all the animals that have been in-
fected with the coronavirus, including
dogs, cats and a few other mammals,
the only species to have suffered large-
scale casualties so far is the American
mink living on mink ranches around
the world.

Since the first mink got sick on a
Dutch ranch in April, millions of the
animals have died or been culled on
nearly 400 ranches across Denmark,
the Netherlands, Sweden, Lithuania,
Greece, Italy, France, Spain and Cana-
da. The United States has seen 16 ranch
outbreaks since August.

“It’s a top priority in human and
veterinary diagnostic labs,” said Keith
Poulsen, director of the Wisconsin vet-
erinary diagnostic lab, which has been
running COVID tests on farmed mink
and people, operating from 5 a.m. to 2
a.m. to keep up.

Outbreaks on European mink ranch-
es demonstrated the risks. If the virus
managed to establish a reservoir of dis-
ease in farmed mink or their wild cous-
ins, it could hamper the fight against the
pandemic — particularly if it mutated
along the way into something deadlier,
more transmissible or harder for mod-
ern medicine to attack.

No disease is an island

Such zoonotic outbreaks happen
constantly, and disease reservoirs are
everywhere. Raccoons harbor rabies;
rodents across the American West har-
bor the bacterium that causes plague.
People are a reservoir of tuberculosis
for cattle.

See MINK, Page 6

UW-WHITEWATER ATHLETICS Brodhead Independent-Register
Quinn Meinerz, who played at Division 3
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, is hoping to be a second-day
pick in the NFL draft.

Known as “The Gut,”

He had the opportunity to play an
unfamiliar position at center at the
Senior Bowl practices. This past fall,
the Warhawks had him at center for
the first time, as they knew it would
prepare him for the draft and help the
team.

“Fortunately, that worked out for
me because all the hard work I had
done the last year kind of came to
fruition,” Meinerz said. “I was able to
snap a football and be very natural at it
and progressed throughout the week.”

UW-Whitewater has had players
bounce around the NFL like wide re-
ceiver Jake Kumerow and quarterback
Matt Blanchard as well as guys who
have gotten rookie tryouts with teams
in the past. Meinerz has the chance
to be the first Warhawk drafted since

wide receiver Derek Stanley went to
the Rams in 2007.

“Ultimately, what that shows peo-
ple is if you come to this program, you
have a chance to be noticed,” Bullis
said. “A lot of times if you go to Divi-
sion 3, you don’t have a chance to be
noticed. Warhawk football has proven
very well that you can get noticed.”

Meinerz considers those players as
well as other prior Division 3 draft-
ees such as Super Bowl participant
Ali Marpet and St. John’s offensive
lineman Ben Bartch as motivation for
him.

“Just to have those types of guys
that have done it, and to believe that I
can do it as well ... The motivation is
huge because I am proud to be a War-
hawk.”
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Mink farming industry now seen as COVID-19 risk

F--—-— v

Bk
-y

STEVE APPS/WISCONSIN STATE JOURNAL FOR WISCONSIN WATCH Brodhead Independent-Register
Steve Smies prepares “show samples” with a group of mink pelts at
the Saga Furs auction house in Stoughton. Thousands of mink at Wis-
consin farms died after contracting COVID-19 from mink farm workers.

[ F F A (Continued from page 3)

Students can participate in an em-
blem hunt each day in which win-
ners will receive prizes from Koehn.
Throughout the week, an officer will
do trivia and coloring with 4K stu-
dents.

“In previous years we have had
an assembly with different agricul-
ture events and a kiss the pig contest,
which we will not be able to have,”
she said. “(There has also been)

dodge ball during lunch.”

Koehn said there is no donkey bas-
ketball scheduled for this year either.

FFA members are also working
on a maple syrup project. They work
with community members to collect
sap around town and then cook it
down and bottle it.

“It is a pretty fun process,” Koehn
said. “And the students get to be a
part of it all.”

AUCTION SERVICE

Stateline Auctions Office: (608) 439-5794
Dan Powers: (608) 214-1883 - Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761

Stateline Consignment Auction

April 9th - 10th ~ Starting at 9:00 AM
101 E Murray Street, Browntown, Wi 53522

SIGNMENT
WANTED!

Stateline Auctions is now
accepting consighments!

We are Accepting Quality Used Farm Equipment —
Construction Equipment — Skid Steers — Attachments
— Hay & Forage Equipment — Planting & Tillage —
Trucks — Trailers — Lawn & Garden — Recreational
Equipment and More! Consignments Accepted Until
April 2nd!

to auction.

Onsite & Online Bidding Available

1000s of Registered Bidders
Trucking Assistance Available
Secured Auction Yard Facility

Advantages of Consigning Early
¢ Free Extended Global Advertising!
+ Equipment is available for inspection prior

+ Increase in online equipment catalog
previews and bidding activity.

+ The longer your equipment is up online and
in our yard the more eyes see it!

For More Information & Details Visit
www.powersauction.com

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522

Phone: (608) 439-5760

WWW.powersauction.com
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Viruses adapt to new hosts by mu-
tating. Some mutations can help the
virus spread faster, worsen the severity
of disease, make it harder for the body
to fight, or make therapeutics or vac-
cines less effective. That has come to
pass recently: an apparently super-con-
tagious variant first discovered in Brit-
ain is expected to become the domi-
nant U.S. strain by March.

No evidence has emerged yet that
farmed mink have infected people in
the United States, though the investi-
gation is ongoing. In Denmark, which
was the world’s biggest mink producer
with 17 million animals, hundreds of
farms were affected.

There, researchers found the virus

Legal Notices

passed from people to mink and back
again, mutating as it went. Some peo-
ple got a genetic variant dubbed Clus-
ter-5 that looked extra nasty, because
the virus’s spikes had changed in ways
that made it harder for monoclonal an-
tibody treatments to recognize the vi-
rus, at least in the lab.

Danish and Dutch governments
ordered culls of their mink for fear of
creating a new reservoir for the dis-
ease. By mid-November, Cluster-5
cases had stopped turning up and had,
scientists guessed, dead-ended.

The mink variant turned out not as
bad as feared — but the next one could
be worse.

That is why a state advisory com-

TOWN OF DECATUR
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
Thursday, February 25, 2021 —
6:00 PM
At the Town Hall -
1408 14th Street, Brodhead, WI
AGENDA:

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3. Additions/Corrections to Agen-
da

4. Approval of Minutes

5. Treasurer’s Report

6. Payment of Bills

7. Citizen Concerns

8. Park Road Speed Limit

9. Pinnacle Dairy Truck Route on
Decatur Road

10. ATV/UTV Usage on Town
Roads

11. Juda Fire Department Con-
tract

12. WTA Convention/WTA Virtual
District Meeting

13. New Vendor Account

14. Results of February 18, 2020
Election Audit Report from Govern-
ment Accountability Board

15. Staffing

16. Roadwork

17. Sharing of Information/Corre-
spondence

18. Future Agenda Items

19. Set Dates for Future Meetings

20. Adjournment

Jamie E. Olson
Clerk/Treasurer

The Independent Register
2/17/2021
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ORDINANCE NUMBER 001-2021
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 95-11 B. OF THE CODE
OF ORDINANCES OF THE
CITY OF BRODHEAD
REGARDING REGULAR
MEETINGS OF THE COMMON
COUNCIL

A full copy of this ordinance is
available at the City of Brodhead
City Hall, located at 1111 W 2™ Av-
enue, Brodhead, WI 53520, or by
calling 608-897-4018.

Effect of Ordinance: Common
council meetings will be held once
a month on the third Monday at
7:00 p.m.

Troy Nyman, Mayor

Attest: Nikolai Wahl, City Clerk
Date Adopted: 02/08/2021
Date Published: 02/17/2021
Effective Date: 02/08/2021
The Independent Register
2/17/2021
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AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING
Monday, February 22, 2021
DISTRICT OFFICE
BOARD ROOM
7:00 P.M.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:
+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

|. CALL TO ORDER

Il. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

[ll. ROLL CALL

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

AGENDA

VIl. COVID-19 UPDATE

VIIl. SUPERINTENDENT
SEARCH

IX. SNOW/INCLEMENT WEATH-
ER DAYS

X. ACCEPT DONATION(S)

XI. RESIGNATION(S)

XIl. EMPLOYMENT RECOMMEN-
DATION(S)

XIll. VOLUNTEER RECOMMEN-
DATION(S)

XIV. FUTURE AGENDA

XV. ROLL CALL VOTE TO CON-
VENE IN CLOSED SESSION
PURSUANT TO WI. STS. 19.85
ME
a. Superintendent Search

XVI. ACTION ON CLOSED SES-
SION ITEMS

XVIl. ADJOURNMENT

The Independent Register

2/17/2021
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
GREEN COUNTY
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
OF GREEN COUNTY, INC.,
A Wisconsin Nonstock Corporation
305 2nd Street
P.O. Box 398
Monroe, WI 53566
Plaintiff,
Vs.
CHRISTINA TWAY
1202 E. 6th Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520
and
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
CHRISTINA TWAY
1202 E. 6th Avenue
Brodhead, WI 53520,
Defendants.
Code No. 21-CV-21

Case: 30404 Foreclosure

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to
Defendants Christina Tway and Un-
known Spouse of Christina Tway:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED
that the Plaintiff named above has
filed a lawsuit or other legal action
against you. Within forty (40) days
after February 17, 2021, you must
respond with a written demand for
a copy of the Complaint. The de-
mand must be sent or delivered to
the Court, whose address is: Green
County Clerk of Circuit Court,
Green County Justice Center, 2841
6th Street, Monroe, Wisconsin
53566, and to Todd W. Schluesche,
Plaintiff's attorney, whose address
is: 250 N. 18th Avenue, Suite 106,
Monroe, Wisconsin 53566. You
may have an attorney help or rep-
resent you.

If you do not demand a copy of
the Complaint within forty (40) days
after February 17, 2021, the Court
may grant Judgment against you
for the award of money or other
legal action requested in the Com-
plaint, and you may lose your right
to object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the Complaint. A
Judgment may be enforced as pro-
vided by law. A Judgment awarding
money may become a lien against
any real estate you may own now
or in the future, and may also be
enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.

Dated this 11th day of February,
2021.

SCHLUESCHE FIELDS, S.C.,
Attorneys for Plaintiff,
Habitat for Humanity
of Green County, Inc.
By: Electronically signed by
Todd W. Schluesche
Todd W. Schluesche
State Bar No. 01024392
Address:
250 N. 18th Avenue, Suite 106
Monroe, WI 53566
Phone: 608-325-2500
The Independent Register
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mittee of health care experts in January
recommended that an estimated 300
mink farm workers be included in the
next phase of the vaccine rollout, citing
the potential for dangerous mutation.

The mysteries of mutation
When deciding how much to freak
out about a zoonotic virus, the details
— like what hosts they prefer, how
long they stick around, or how fast they
can mutate — make all the difference.
“Some viruses hardly ever change,
but a host can remain infected for de-
cades. Others mutate at a furious rate
and change to outpace our immune
response,” wrote Hon Ip, a virologist
at the National Wildlife Health Center

in Madison, a lab that has been testing
wild animals trapped near mink farms.

Ip and other scientists knew early
on that mink might be susceptible to
COVID-19, because they share some
immune response similarities and a
key lung receptor with people.

Said Poulsen: “We’d been at this
super-high alert level. And they (mink
farmers) were seeing thousands die per
day.”

They knew, too, that Wisconsin had
aheck of alot of mink. Last year it pro-
duced a million pelts, one-third of the
U.S. total.

CDC teams began collecting sam-
ples from the people and the mink on
affected farms, while U.S. Wildlife

Proceedings of School District of Brodhead

City of Brodhead, Towns of Avon, Spring Grove, Decatur, Sylvester,
Spring Valley and Magnolia
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

President - Mike Krupke; Vice President - Jim Wahl; Clerk - Michael Oellerich;
Treasurer - Al Schneider; Dan Calhoon; Jodi Kail

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Office Board Room
Wednesday, January 27, 2021

7:00 P.M.

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by Board President Mike Krupke at 7:00
p.m. The meeting agenda was published in the Wednesday, January 20,

2021 edition of the Independent Register.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

Present: Mike Krupke, Jim Wahl, Michael Oellerich, Al Schneider, Eliza-
beth Kempel, Jodi Kail, and Don Buchanan

Absent: None
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

ACTION ITEM

Motion byMichael Oellerich, second byAl Schneider,to approve the

agenda.Motion carried, 7-0.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Regular Meeting: January 13, 2021

ACTION ITEM

Regular School Board Meeting Minutes were declared approved as

printed.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD [SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY]
AGENDA ITEMS

PROGRAM PRESENTATION -
MIDDLE SCHOOL

PRESENTATION ITEM

Middle School Principal Lisa Semrow presented information on Junior
Achievement (“JA”). JAis a nonprofit organization that provides age-ap-
propriate curriculum centered around financial literacy, entrepreneurship,
and work and career readiness. Annette Smith presented how she incor-
porates Junior Achievement into her Careers class.

APPROVAL OF SPORTS CO-OP RENEWALS

ACTION ITEM

Motion byAl Schneider, second byDon Buchanan, to approve the sports

co-op renewals as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0.

SET OPEN ENROLLMENT SEAT LIMITS FOR 2021-22 ACTION ITEM
Motion byDon Buchanan, second byJodi Kail, to approve the recom-
mendation there be no seat limits set for the 2021-22 school year.Motion

carried, 7-0.
COVID-19 UPDATE

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

Superintendent Lueck presented an update regarding the COVID-19
pandemic. Unfortunately, the plan to vaccinate staff did not occur as
planned today. Mercy notified the District they were out of vaccines prior
to noon. There is no information available yet on a definitive timeframe for
when staff will be able to get vaccinated.

Motion byMichael Oellerich, second byJodi Kail,to adopt the plan for a
return to full face-to-face instruction at the High School consistent with the
recommendation presented by Principal Matthys.

Motion carried, 7-0.
SUPERINTENDENT INTERVIEW
QUESTIONS

DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM

The Board reviewed and revised interview questions from the prior Su-

perintendent interview process.
ACCEPT DONATION(S)

None at this time.
RESIGNATION(S)

None at this time.

EMPLOYMENT RECOMMENDATION(S)

ACTION ITEM
ACTION ITEM
ACTION ITEM

Motion byMichael Oellerich, second byElizabeth Kempel, to approve the
hiring of Jodi Mcintyre as Accounts Payable Clerk/Payroll Benefits Spe-
cialist, at the rate of $20.75/hour, beginning February 10, 2021.

Motion carried, 7-0.

VOLUNTEER RECOMMENDATION(S)

None at this time.

ACTION ITEM

FUTURE AGENDA [February 10, 2021]
* Approve Summer School Timelines & Guidelines

* COVID-19 Update

* Superintendent Search Process

* High School Presentation

* Accept Donation(s)

* Resignation(s)

* Employment Recommendation(s)

* VVolunteer Recommendation(s)
ADJOURNMENT

ACTION ITEM

Motion byJim Wahl, second byAl Schneider, to adjourn the meeting at

7:54 p.m.Motion carried, 7-0.
The Independent Register
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Services live-trapped wild animals
nearby. The two farms that were quar-
antined would not be released until all
their tests were negative.

Tracking who gave what to whom
will take some time. “Some of them
are very, very clear,” Poulsen said.
“People became sick from communi-
ty-acquired infection, and they gave it
to the mink. But that’s not all the cas-

”

€s.

The culling controversy

Animal health authorities in the
United States could order mink culls,
like in Europe. Wisconsin officials
have done so for other outbreaks, like
on deer farms stricken with chronic
wasting disease, but never for a whole
industry. That would require a complex
legal process, and a mass quarantine of
all farms.

The European situation differs in
important ways, the industry says.
Denmark had way more mink, and
more farms — north of a thousand —
in an area “a third the size of Wiscon-
sin” Hildebrandt said, with a lot more
people around.

By contrast, Wisconsin’s few farms
are mostly in sparsely populated rural
areas.

Across Europe, millions of mink
have died or been killed, the Dutch
hastened a previously planned ban on
fur farming, and France announced it
would close its last four farms. Mean-
while, China, also the biggest market
for mink fur, has seen the Europe-
an culls as a market opportunity and
stepped up breeding.

Officials also fear mink ranch escap-
ees could infect the wild population.
Hildebrandt said the harsh economics
of fur farming mostly solved the es-
cape issue. The price of a pelt, which
always fluctuated with high fashion’s
whims, has for the past few years not
even covered the roughly $35 cost of
raising the animal. Most ranches are
now owned by large foreign compa-
nies that erect very secure fences.

But research by wildlife disease bi-
ologist Jeff Bowman and his Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources col-
leagues found that 64% of the mink
they trapped near ranches were either
captive or wild-captive hybrids.

“Our studies showed that there are
potential pathways for (disease) spread
from farms to other wildlife,” Bowman
said.

Germ concerns heightened

Because mink live in such tight
quarters and are so vulnerable to dis-
ease, ranchers were careful about
germs long before COVID-19 struck,
Hildebrandt said. Some already re-
quired workers to shower before and
after shifts.

Farms are now limiting, as much as
possible, how much they move or han-
dle the animals. At some ranches ev-
eryone arriving is photographed, to as-
sist with contact tracing. Workers and
visitors are distanced and masked up;
some wear the paper suits that health
care workers don.

The CDC sent a team to Wisconsin
to run through safety procedures for
workers and held a national webinar
for mink ranchers. Government guide-
lines are all voluntary, except at the
two quarantined farms.

Scientists are still assessing how
much risk mink carcasses pose, Tay-
lor said at the CDC’s December we-
binar on zoonotic diseases. He said
Utah requires the bodies be buried
immediately in landfills, predators and
scavengers kept away, and lined trucks
disinfected.

The animals most at risk right now
are captive mink. For them, people are
the disease reservoir. Three companies
are working on mink vaccines that may
be ready by the spring, Hildebrandt
said.

Some mink, he said, will be vacci-
nated before many of us are.

A version of this story first appeared
in Sierra magazine. Wisconsin Watch
investigations editor Jim Malewitz
contributed to this report. Wisconsin
Watch (wisconsinwatch.org) collabo-
rates with WPR, PBS Wisconsin, other
news media and the University of Wis-
consin-Madison School of Journalism
and Mass Communication.
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to place your ad

C

lassifieds

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

AD DEADLINE:

Friday
at4 pm

employment for sale

help wanted

Equal Opportunity Employer
M/F/DIV/H

HIRING
JOBS

Apply Today!
TEXT colonyJobs to 97211

OR APPLY ONLINE @
ColonyBrands.com

COVID safety measures in place.

(olony g00-487-9477

& Affiliates

390287

Sales/Marketing

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers
serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new
accounts in a protected sales territory.

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making
your paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

316524

Call

608-897-2193

to place
your
classified
ads

DEADLINE
IS 4PM ON
FRIDAY

" The Brodhead Independent

REGISTER

and

#Clinton Topper

222889

rentals § real estate

real
estate

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, disability, fa-
miliar/ status or national origin,
or an intention to make any such
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation. Familial status includes
children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under
18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for
real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings ad-
vertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-900-
669-9777.The toll-free tele phone
number for the hearing impaired
is  1-800-927-9275. EQUAL
HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

for
rent

Apartments

MEADOW PARK APARTMENTS
703 Meadow Park Drive, Clinton.
One bedroom apartment, in-
cludes stove, refrigerator, all utili-
ties, laundry room, locked lobby
and parking. You pay 30% of in-
come for rent. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. 608-676-4278.

= Small & Large Acre Farms
* Prime Hunting Land

* Horse Farms

= Lake & Vacation Properties

for more details on
placing an ad in our
REAL ESTATE SECTION
Call Joyce ar
608-897-2193

for
sale

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

automotive

A NN

transportation

services offered

Automobiles

Trucks & Trailers

Vans, Mini Vans

1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2007 FORD 500 LIMITED 101K,
$4200. Can text 262-989-4112

2007 FORD EXPEDITION
165K, new cats, coil pack, plugs,
tires,trailer brakes, 3rd row. Call
or text 262-989-4112

2008 SATURN AURA 136,000
mi., very clean. Gramma’s car.
$5,500 262-857-2939

2012 CHEVY TRAVERSE 2 new
tires, new brake pads. $6500
OBO. 815-947-2972

Don’t wait!

Call today to place you
classified ads with the
Rock Valley Publishing
newspapers.

Call
608-897-2193.

99 ‘BLK FORD RANGER STEP
200K, runs great, frame issues.
$700 OBO. Call 262-325-0950.

business

2006 FORD E350 Super duty 12
passenger Van. 5.4 V8, 225,000
miles. $3,200. 608-921-4010.

§ service

Misc Services

BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book manu-
script submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehensive
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's Guide
1-888-612-0710 or visit http://dor-
ranceinfo.com/nnwi

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for 350 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-480-6097 www.
dental50plus.com/nnwi #6258

GENERAC STANDBY GENERA-
TORS provide backup power dur-
ing utility power outages, so your
home and family stay safe and
comfortable. Prepare now. Free
7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-888-355-6955

Other Services
Offered

HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed
and insured, aerial bucket and
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency
service. 608-879-9014

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER AT

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

Ads'wnl ot bg:‘g:g pted W|thout the foIIowmg mforma |§ n.0n yoge{_ffrgeadpe\rﬁo:r}tﬁ?
YOUR NAME PHONE
ADDRESS

332503
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Adventures in agriculture

There's plenty of agricultural

It is hard to believe it has
already been over six months since
[ started my term as the 73rd Alice
in Dairyland. This year has been
unexpectedly challenging with
many events canceled and working
virtually from home. It has also
been adventurous in ways I could
never have expected with bringing
a virtual audience into my home,
sharing my favorite recipes, and
learning so much from farmers
across the state of Wisconsin.

Having six months under my
belt, I wanted to reflect on some
of the things I have experienced
while promoting Wisconsin’s
$104.8 billion agriculture industry.

After the 73rd Alice in
Dairyland finals took place
virtually in June, I was eager to
begin my role as Alice in July.

My year started off differently
than many other Alices before
me, not only was it the middle of
a pandemic, but my term began

in July instead of June. This
change allowed me to develop my
skills before traveling and shifted
my year to end with the busiest
promotion Alice in Dairyland has,
June Dairy Month.

I started touring various
agribusinesses across Wisconsin
including an ethanol production
facility, a lavender farm, dairy
farms, goat farms, a cranberry
bog, a farm-to-table restaurant,
and more. With many of the large

By

JULIA
NUNES
Contributor

events Alice would normally
attend being canceled (Wisconsin
State Fair, World Dairy Expo,
etc.), I am so thankful that I was
still able to explore diverse farms
and learn from the farmers who
care for much of Wisconsin’s land,
animals and resources.

From the beginning, I knew
that I wanted to connect with
Wisconsin consumers through
social media. We re-imagined our
social media outreach by creating
cooking videos, hosting virtual
events and conducting media
interviews all from home.

So far, I have hosted two virtual
events, the Apple Crunch to
highlight locally produced food, and
the First Christmas Tree Cutting to
kick off the Christmas tree season. [
have also greatly enjoyed featuring
various Wisconsin products while
sharing some of my favorite recipes
through my Wisconsin Homestyle
Kitchen cooking videos on social
media.

Sharing Wisconsin’s diverse
agricultural products and programs
with consumers on social media

Main Street Monroe
hosts online bingo

Organizers at Main Street Mon-
roe are offering online bingo for
families at 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
25.

“Nearly everything we do is
geared toward families and we
wanted to do something that would
be a fun night in for a family of
any size and age,” Jordan Nordby,
Main Street Monroe executive di-
rector, said in a news release.

The link to receive bingo cards
will be made available on Main
Street’s Facebook page, facebook.

Bank of Brodhead

Strength. Stability. Service.
www.bankofbrodhead.com

Qi

390094

Neighbor serving Neighbor
Since 1875

96006€

SPRING GROVE

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

FARM OWNER - HOME OWNER - RECREATIONAL - AUTO

608-897-2148 ¢ info@sgrovemutual.com
www.sgrovemutual.com
Downtown on the Brodhead square

Brodhead Veterinary
Medical Center, Inc.
Honoring all FFA members

W1175 State Rd. 11 and 81
Brodhead, WI

608-897-8632

367379

com/MainStreetMonroe, when the
event starts. Anyone with a Face-
book page will be able to play and
the same account could have more
than one card if multiple devices
are used.

Organizers recommend playing
on a desktop or laptop and not a
mobile device so that the video and
bingo card may both be pulled up.
There will be prizes and multiple
winners per game.

For more information, call 608-
328-4023.

338255

W1668 Hwy. F, Brodhead, WI
608-897-8661
www.decaturdairy.com

and through television and radio
interviews has been a highlight

of my year. My promotions so far
have included a wide variety of
activities like going “live” from
the Wisconsin State Fair Park and
creating a pork ribs cooking video
using Wisconsin pork.

I was able to highlight the many
uses of chocolate milk, the official
beverage of Halloween, and
showcase many different products
in the Something Special from
Wisconsin program. I’ve also been
working with the Girl Scouts of
Wisconsin — Badgerland Council
to implement a dairy badge
program.

I am especially thankful for
Dairy Farmers of Wisconsin’s help
in creating a video farm tour of my
family’s dairy farm to share our
pride and promote Wisconsin’s
dairy industry.

In response to the challenges
presented in 2020 and continuing
into 2021, the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection has asked me to serve
an additional year as Alice in
Dairyland. This is a unique
opportunity as Alice in Dairyland
has always been a one-year term. [
have agreed to serve an additional
term during the 74th year of the
Alice in Dairyland program.

I am looking forward to the
upcoming year as we navigate
through these unprecedented
times, hoping 2021 will allow
many of the activities and events
to return that were dearly missed
in 2020. From award winning
cheeses, to unique commodities
like ginseng, mink pelts, dry whey,
and cranberries, I am excited to
continue promoting Wisconsin’s
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The 73rd Alice in Dairyland, Julia Nunes, helps out at Wisconsin
State Fair Park, promoting the State Fair Food Drive Thru in 2020.
Nunes will serve a second term as Alice in Dairyland because of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

diverse agricultural products as the
74th Alice in Dairyland.

Julia Nunes is serving as
the 73rd Alice in Dairyland.
As Wisconsin’s agriculture
ambassador, her goal is to educate

audiences across Wisconsin about
the $104.8 billion economic impact
and importance of the state’s
diverse agriculture industry.

For more information, visit
aliceindairyland.com.

Free workshop addresses bladder, bowel control issues

“Mind Over Matter: Healthy Bow-
els, Healthy Bladder” is a new work-
shop being offered through the Green
County Aging & Disability Resource
Center.

The sessions are designed to give
women, age 50 and older, the tools
they need to take control of their blad-
der and bowel symptoms. Health of-

ficials say more than half of women
over age 50 experience issues with
bladder or bowel control.

The workshop will provide infor-
mation, group activities and simple
exercises and dietary changes to prac-
tice at home.

“Mind Over Matter” will consist
of three, two-hour sessions from 5

“I believe in leadership from
ourselves and respect from others.
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Brodhead
Dental
Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS

702 23rd St. - Brodhead, WI
Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

338262

progressive agriculturists to serve 7,

s our own and the public interest
in producing and marketing the
product of our toil.”

— FFA Creed by E. M. Tiffany,

| believe in my own ability to o
work efficiently and think clearly,
: i with such knowledge and skill as
» | can secure, and in the ability of

p.m. to 7 p.m. March 4, March 18 and
April 1 virtually via Zoom. A Zoom
practice session will take place on
Feb. 25.

This workshop is free. Pre-registra-
tion is necessary and spots are limited.

To learn more or to register, contact
the Green County Aging & Disability
Resource Center at 608-328-9499.

JUDA, W
“Your little big truck store.”

608-934-5282
W2885 Main St. * Juda, WI

367371
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Sales * Service ¢ Installation

)
o
o

oo~ carpets

N2706 Hwy. GG - Brodhead

608-897-4893
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5 p.m., Sat. 8:30-3 p.m.

367373

Carter&
Gruenewald Co., Inc
Proudly supports local FFA

Juda, Wl « 608.934.5201
Brooklyn, WI » 608.455.2411

WWW.chgco.com

={FARM_EQUIPMENT ] — P

R
©
@

The Ferguson’s since 1966

W5386 Cty Rd. DR ¢ Monroe, WI
608-325-6051

www.eastsidefarmequipment.com

3l LPL Financial

Lon E. Lederman ¢ Jared Arn
INVESTMENT REPRESENTATIVES

1015 1st Center Ave.
5 o Brodhead,WI
| ' 0-0 y l

338258

ARN’S ARN

RADIATOR TOWING,

SHOP ==, LLC.

804 2nd St. * Brodhead, WI » 608-897-8088

e00000000000000000000000000000000 o

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE

802 2nd Street « Brodhead, WI
Monday-Friday < 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
608-897-3330 ° casey@arnsauto.com

Maple Leaf

Cheese
Outlet Store

W2616 Hwy. 11/81, Juda, WI 53550
608-934-1237
Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5, Sun. 10-4

338247

/
OLIN-—
HEATING AND COOLING

701 E. 2nd Ave.
Brodhead, WI
608-897-4700
olinheating.com

390098
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