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The ADRC is looking for input from the community as we work  
on creating better programs, services and resources for the years to come. 

Consider joining us whether you yourself are a senior, have a loved one  
who is a senior, or just someone who wants to provide input to the services 

at the ADRC. Any ideas are welcome!

Listening sessions will be held via Zoom on  
4/14/21 at 10 am • 5/10/21 at 10 am

Join the ADRC for a virtual 
discussion as we create the 

2022-2024 Aging Plan!

To obtain the Zoom information or any  
other questions, please contact the ADRC at 
608-328-9499 • resourcecenter@gchsd.org
•adrcgreencounty.org – under Aging Plan tab

393247

206 E. Beloit Street
Orfordville, WI 53576

608-879-2011

6-Person Team (3 guys - 3 girls)
$20 per person • 100% payback

Tuesdays and Wednesdays
6 teams per night • 6 p.m.–8 p.m.

Leagues start 1st week in May
Sign up at Knute’s

393249

Robert had been a 
blessing in our lives 
for over 26 years.
If Robert had touched 

you in anyway and 
you would like to 

help us celebrate his 
life, please join us at 
1 p.m. on April 17 at 
14249 W. Dorner Rd., 

Brodhead, WI.
– Al, Ellen  

and Alexis Miller

393423
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 The University of Wisconsin Center for Agricultural Safety and Health is making grant money available for farm 
safety training, with a focus on Wisconsin Safe Operation of Tractor and Machinery certification programs.

State offers grants for 
farm safety training

Officials at the University 
of Wisconsin Center for Ag-
ricultural Safety and Health 
have announced the availabil-
ity of $15,000 to award grants 
for farm safety and education, 
training or informational pro-
grams. Grants will be awarded 
for amounts up to $500 per 
county with groups securing 
or providing equal matching 
funds.

“As we move into another 
growing season, we’re aware 
that farming continues to be 
the nation’s ‘most dangerous’ 
occupation as measured by the 
number of deaths per 100,000 
workers,” Cheryl Skjolaas, 
UW-Madison Division of Ex-
tension agricultural safety and 

health specialist, said in a news 
release. “Programs receiving 
county farm safety grants pro-
vide a focus on the farm safe-
ty and health issues for youth 
and adults. These communi-
ty-based efforts target local 
needs and interests and work 
towards reducing the number 
of farm-related fatalities.”

The grants help counties 
sponsor programs focusing on 
farm safety and health preven-
tion efforts. The priority will 
continue to be use with Wis-
consin Safe Operation of Trac-
tor and Machinery certification 
programs.

“Every year there is a new 
generation of youth ready to 
start working on their family 

farm or to be employed on a lo-
cal farm,” Skjolaas said. “The 
Wisconsin Safe Operation of 
Tractor and Machinery Certi-
fication provides these youth 
with a basic safety awareness 
on tractor and machinery oper-
ation, so the programs remain 
a priority.”

Funds may also be used for 
programs such as:

• Occupational safety and 
health training for employees 
or farm family members

• Hazard inspection train-
ings for farm operators and 
employees

• Emergency personnel 
training for farm accident res-
cue

• Farm safety day camps or 

school programs for youth 
• Public policy forums on 

agricultural safety and health
The programs are to be de-

veloped in consultation with 
county extension personnel, 
agricultural education instruc-
tors, public health personnel, 
or other person with expertise 
or interest in farm safety topics

Proposals are due by April 
30. Application guidelines are 
available by going online to 
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/agsafe 
ty/county-grants. The grants 
will be awarded in May; ac-
tivities are to be completed by 
Dec. 31.

For more information, go 
online to fyi.extension.wisc.
edu/agsafety

Safety Saturday features free online 
training for potential child care workers

The Green County Devel-
opment Corp. and United 
Way of Green County are 
offering a daylong training 
event for potential child care 
workers on Saturday, May 1.

The training is free for 
those who intend to work in 
a Green County child care 
facility.

Safety Saturday is an on-
line workshop that will help 
fulfill health and safety re-
quirements needed to work 
in a child care program. The 

workshop also will be pro-
vided in Spanish.

“Attendees completing the 
Safety Saturday class will 
earn credit toward their child 
care credentials and will be 
guaranteed an interview for 
an available position with a 
Green County child care pro-
vider,” according to a news 
release. 

The training will include 
CPR, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome prevention, child 
abuse and neglect preven-

tion, abusive head trauma 
prevention and a review of li-
censing rules and regulations 
and next steps for working in 
the child care industry. The 
online session is set for 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. May 1.

“Early childhood edu-
cation is one of the most 
important and impactful ca-
reers,” the news release said. 
“Professionals who work in 
child care facilities have the 
opportunity to make a dif-
ference in young lives and 

also influence future gener-
ations.”

Preregistration is required 
for Safety Saturday and spots 
are limited to the first 20 
people who sign up. If neces-
sary, a waiting list will be es-
tablished for future classes.

To register, go online to 
greenedc.com to find the 
link. For more information, 
call the Green County Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
at 608-328-9452 or send an 
email to gcdc@tds.net. 

Agriculture promotion effort 
seeks queen candidates

Officials with the city of 
Brodhead and the Green Coun-
ty Ag Chest are seeking young 
women to be candidates for the 
Brodhead Community Dairy 
Queen program. 

To be eligible, candidates 
must be going into their soph-
omore, junior or senior year of 
high school for the upcoming 
school year and must live in the 
Brodhead area. 

The community queen is one 
of 11 queens who represent 
their city, Green County and 
the state of Wisconsin in the 
promotion of all aspects of ag-
riculture. 

“You will be working with 
all forms of agriculture, dairy, 
tourism, youth organizations, 
newspaper and television in-
terviews, radio reports, articles 
and many others pertaining to 
agriculture in our great state,” 
according to a news release. 

The community dairy queens 
are eligible to compete for the 
title of Green County dairy 
queen and Green County dairy 
princess.

The community dairy queen 
will be expected to attend 
monthly Green County Ag 
Chest meetings, write a month-
ly article for the newspaper and 

attend local and county events. 
“You will attend fairs, festi-

vals, parades, Breakfast on the 
Farm and many other events 
promoting agriculture,” the re-
lease said. “You will meet many 
people, travel many new places 
and make lifelong friends. 

There are also scholarships 
available from the Green Coun-
ty Ag Chest and the Brodhead 
community for being the Brod-
head dairy queen. 

Candidates will need to at-
tend the Green County Ag 
Chest meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 26, at the Alba-
ny Lions Club and/or the 6:30 
p.m. meeting on Monday, May 
10, at the Albany Lions Club. 

Candidates should complete 
the dairy queen application by 
going online to greencountyag 
chest.com. Email completed in-
formation to Green County Ag 
Chest Queen Chairperson Rae 
Reeson at pines_02@yahoo.
com or drreeson@tds.net.

Community judging will be 
May. 

For more information, con-
tact the current Brodhead dairy 
queen, Victoria Streuly, at 608-
897-6366, or contact Karen 
Buck at 608-558-9746 or Robin 
Heath at 608-289-2720.

Utility plans solar projects 
in Green, Rock counties

Two area projects are among 
Alliant Energy’s recently an-
nounced plans to add 414 
megawatts of solar in Wiscon-
sin.

A Green County project, 
known as the Albany project, 
will be based on about 400 
acres in the town of Decatur 
and is expected to generate 
50 megawatts of energy, ac-
cording to a news release and 
company spokeswoman Cindy 
Tomlinson. 

Once operational, energy 
created by the Albany proj-
ect will power about 13,000 
homes, Tomlinson said in an 
email.  

A Rock County project, the 
Paddock project, will be located 
on about 500 acres in the town 
of Beloit. It is expected to pro-
duce 65 megawatts, or enough 
to power 17,000 homes, the 
company said.

Alliant Energy also plans to 
build four other solar projects 
in Dodge, Grant and Waushara 

counties. 
“This rounds out the com-

pany’s previously announced 
plan to accelerate its transition 
to clean energy by adding more 
than 1,000 megawatts of solar 
while helping customers avoid 
more than $2 billion in long-
term costs,” according to the 
news release. 

The projects are expected to 
create more than 800 local con-
struction jobs.

Once the projects are op-
erational, local communities 
will receive an estimated $50 
million in shared revenues for 
the next 30 years and local 
landowners will receive a com-
bined $60 million in lease pay-
ments over that time period, the 
release said.

Locally, Alliant Energy pro-
vides electric service in Albany 
and electric and gas in Orford-
ville.

For more information, go on-
line to poweringwhatsnext.alli 
antenergy.com/clean-energy.
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DON’T FORGET... 
OUR DEADLINE IS 
FRIDAY AT NOON!

MONROE ONE HOUR CLEANERS
Ninth Street, Monroe • 608-325-5860

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Specializing in cleaning clothes of all types, 
draperies, comforters, pillows, wedding 

gown preservation, leather & suede jackets 
and dress shirts folded or on hangers and 

starched to your specifications.

DID YOU KNOW you can drop off 
and pick up items to be cleaned each 

Monday and Thursday at Pinnow 
Pharmacy in Brodhead?

392235

FREE ESTIMATES

SE
AM

LESS GUTTERS

UNLIMITED
Since 1986

New Glarus, WI • 608-527-5699

Now offeriNg SeamleSS 
CuStom-made, oN Site, 

metal StaNdiNg 
Seam roofiNg aNd 
SeamleSS gutterS

392236

Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520
Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm • Tues. 8am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

39
22

26 392229

FREE LOANER CAR
When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447 392231

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Murray’s Auto 
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525 392232

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at  
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET 

��
��
��

Do You Live in the Country? 
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service: 

• No Phone Line Required! 
• Local Technical Support!
• No Monthly Data Limits! 

Broadband Internet 

39
22
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608-879-2623
Wholesale & Retail limestone
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
Quarries

392237

Let us help your business 
grow, while you get more 

bang for your buck! 

The Independent-Register FREE Shopping News is an invited guest 
in over 10,000 homes each week – to be included, call us at 608-897-2193.

THE PROFESSIONALS
at Your Service...

39
34

34

DNR seeks public comments on environmental 
review for Monroe water project

Members of the public are invited 
to comment in regard to a proposed 
drinking water improvement project 
in the city of Monroe. 

Officials with the city of Monroe 
have applied for funding through 
the Safe Drinking Water Loan 
Program to address deficiencies 
in the city’s public drinking water 
system, according to a news release 
from the state Department of Natural 
Resources. The projects primarily 
include the replacement of lead 
service lines throughout the city of 
Monroe.

Activities related to this project 
are considered “minor actions” 

under Wisconsin administrative 
code, so no environmental analysis 
is required. However, following 
federal loan program requirements, 
an environmental review must 
be conducted before funding this 
project.

Officials with the Safe Drinking 
Water Loan Program have determined 
that the project “will not result in 
significant adverse environmental 
effects, and no further environmental 
review or analysis is needed before 
proceeding with funding the project,” 
the news release said.

The public is encouraged to submit 
comments regarding this decision 

and the potential environmental 
impacts of this project. Comments 
must be submitted by April 12 by 
emailing Kevin Olson at Kevin.
Olson@wisconsin.gov, calling 608-
234-2238, or sending in writing to 
Department of Natural Resources, c/o 
Kevin Olson, Community Financial 
Assistance, CF/2, 101 S. Webster St., 
P.O. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707.

Based on the comments received, 
the SDWLP may prepare an 
environmental analysis before 
proceeding with the funding process. 
The analysis would summarize the 
DNR’s consideration of the project’s 
impacts and reasonable alternatives.

Workforce Development 
sees surge of fraud activity 
regarding unemployment 

Officials at the Department 
of Workforce Development 
are warning Wisconsinites 
about a recent “significant 
increase in fraudulent activ-
ity … related to unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.”

DWD received reports 
of an email phishing attack 
coming from a fake account 
called the “Wisconsin De-
partment of Workforce.” The 
email requests unemploy-
ment insurance information 
and includes a link to a doc-
ument where the recipient 
is asked to fill in personal 
information, according to a 
DWD news release.

“It’s important to re-
member that while unem-
ployment insurance claims 
specialists and adjudicators 
can send secure messages 
through the UI claims por-
tal, they will never request 
information through email,” 
according to the release.

Scammers are also try-
ing to access information 
through social media. De-
partment officials recent-
ly worked with Facebook 
to take down a fake DWD 
page. Scammers were using 
the fake account to interact 
with people commenting on 
DWD’s legitimate Facebook 
page.

“The fraudulent account 
was shut down quickly and 
it does not appear that any-
one gave out personal in-

formation,” the release said. 
“DWD’s real Facebook page 
has a blue checkmark that 
indicates it is a verified ac-
count. The department has 
also reported several ac-
counts to Twitter that were 
phishing for information 
from posters on that plat-
form.”

DWD has also been re-
ceiving an unusually high 
number calls to its IT help 
desk for password resets or 
authorizations. The callers 
appear to be mostly imper-
sonators attempting to gain 
access to unemployment 
insurance accounts. DWD’s 
UI Fraud Investigations Unit 
is verifying whether calls are 
legitimate before any action 
is taken to change account 
information.

If you receive a request for 
information and are unsure 
if it came from Wisconsin 
Unemployment Insurance, 
contact a claims specialist at 
414-435-7069 or 844-910-
3661.

For more information 
about how to protect your-
self from unemployment 
fraud and scams, go online 
to dwd.wisconsin.gov/ui/
fraud.

If you think you’ve been a 
victim of identity theft, con-
tact the Consumer Protection 
Hotline at 800)-422-7128 or 
DATCPHotline@Wisconsin.
gov.

Sign of spring: 
Purple martins 
return to Wisconsin

Migrating swallow winters in Brazil 
Birding enthusiasts are 

highlighting a sure sign of 
spring as the first purple mar-
tins of the year have been 
spotted in Wisconsin. 

The birds were seen March 
23 in Fort Atkinson by a pur-
ple martin enthusiast, “one of 
many people throughout the 
eastern and central United 
States who track and report 
on the birds’ annual migration 
on behalf of the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association,” 
according to an association 
news release.

“The purple martins’ ar-
rival in Wisconsin show the 
birds are making steady prog-
ress northward since they first 
made landfall in Florida two 
days before Christmas,” said 
Joe Siegrist, president of the 
Purple Martin Conservation 
Association. “Tracking the 
migration is not only fun, it 
also provides us with valuable 
information that helps inform 
our research and strengthen 
our efforts to make sure we’re 
doing everything possible 
to sustain the population of 
these amazing birds.”

Purple martins are North 
America’s largest species of 
swallow. They spend the win-
ter in the rainforests of Brazil 
before making up to a 7,000-
mile migration north into the 
eastern United States and 
Canada.  

Thousands of “martin land-
lords” provide multicompart-
ment nest “condos” for the 
birds, which are essential to 
their survival, according to 
the foundation.  

“Once widespread in rural 
America, this species, (which) 

eats billions of flying insects 
annually, has been disappear-
ing at an alarming rate, expe-
riencing a loss of one-third of 
its population over the last 50 
years,” the release said. 

“The decline seems to be 
the combination of a few 
factors: nesting habitat loss, 
competing invasive species, 
decreasing prey availability 
and climate change,” Siegrist 
said. “Over the majority of the 
purple martins’ range, they 
are unable to nest naturally 
any longer. Human-provided 
nest boxes are the only thing 
keeping the species alive east 
of the Rocky Mountains.

 “The landlords provide 
critical shelter for the mar-
tins,” Siegrist said. “In re-
turn, they are rewarded with 
a family-like bond with the 
birds who return to the same 
colony year after year like 
clockwork.”

To follow along with the 
purple martins’ migration 
and learn more, go online 
to www.purplemartin.org. 
People who are interested in 
learning more about how to 
attract and care for the birds 
can receive a free booklet by 
contacting the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association via 
email at info@purplemartin.
org or by calling 814-833-
7656.

Based in Erie, Pennsylva-
nia, the Purple Martin Con-
servation Association is a 
nonprofit organization ded-
icated to the conservation 
of the purple martin through 
scientific research, wildlife 
management techniques and 
public education.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 8
-Albertson Memorial Library curbside pickup for 
high-risk patrons, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
*Albany PTO meeting (via Google meet, meet.google.
com/vun-yhqx-jum), 6 p.m. (every second Thursday)

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
-Albertson Memorial Library full circulation and 
limited computer service, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
*Parkview-Albany varsity football vs. New Glarus/
Monticello, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
-Albertson Memorial Library closed

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
No events scheduled

MONDAY, APRIL 12
-Albertson Memorial Library curbside pickup, 2 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.
*Albany School Board meeting, 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13
-Albertson Memorial Library curbside pickup for 
high-risk patrons, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
-Albertson Memorial Library full circulation and 
limited computer service, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

- Denotes a community event.
* Denotes Albany School event. For more information, 
please call 608-862-3225.

39
34
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• Piccadilly Pizza • Maple Leaf Cheese •
• Charley Biggs Chicken •

ATM • Car Wash • Liquor Store 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Hwy. 59 (next to Sugar River Bike Trail)
608-862-3303

SPONSORED BY:

392241

AlbAny Mini MArt

• Albany Comet News •

Building on sweet success
Albany 
baker looks 
to expand
By Katelyn Black
CORRESPONDENT

Now an up-and-coming fa-
vorite for Albany locals and 
those just passing through 
town, Flora’s 
B u t t e r m e r e 
Bakery start-
ed gradually.

For bakery 
owner Flora 
Conley, sell-
ing her baked 
goods to the 
public has 
been an end 
goal a lifetime in the mak-
ing.

“My mom was a good 
cook and baker, which defi-
nitely influenced me, but 
baking was just something 
that I had always found to 
be fun and interesting,” she 
said.

As she grew up, baking 
continued to be a big part of 
Conley’s life. Conley start-
ed off selling her caramel 
apples, apple pies and apple 
cider doughnuts at Brodhead 
apple orchard Ten Eyck.

Then, in 2019, she offi-
cially began Flora’s But-
termere Bakery, selling ap-
ple pies, cider doughnuts and 
cinnamon rolls to the general 
public from her own home. 
Shortly after, the new busi-
ness owner added a state-of-
the art kitchen to her garage 
after deciding her own kitch-
en wasn’t up for the job.

Now, two years later, Con-

ley’s business has outgrown 
its current restraints again. 
She is hoping to expand the 
bakery into the rest of her 
garage and include more 
industrial equipment and an 
improved electrical system, 
which requires a conditional 
use permit from the village 
of Albany.

According to Conley, a fi-
nal decision from the board 
for the project should come 
on April 12.

According to a public no-
tice release from the board, 
the owner of Conley’s Sixth 
Street property already has 
signed off on the permit.

For Conley and her new 

business, it’s important to 
expand — especially if she’s 
going to bring in more happy 
customers, like regular John 
Dom.

“Flora is always making 
fantastic goods, and I have 
yet to find anything there 
that I don’t love,” Dom said. 
“My girlfriend and I try to 
stop by anytime we’re in 
town and it’s always worth 
the trip. 

“My favorite thing of hers 
is the jumbo cinnamon rolls, 
while my girlfriend loves 
the butter glazed doughnuts. 
Everything there is fantastic 
and I can’t recommend Flo-
ra’s enough.”

Amber Krupke, who found 
Conley’s bakery through her 
mom, is also pretty happy 
with the homemade dough-
nuts and cinnamon rolls. 
She’s now a regular herself.

“The doughnuts were phe-
nomenal — the best apple ci-
der doughnuts I’ve ever had. 
I ordered those probably 
four or five times, I think, 
and continuously shared be-
cause it’s so good!”

For ordering information, 
visit Flora’s Buttermere 
Bakery on Facebook.

Orders can be placed by 
messaging Conley on her 
business’ Facebook page or 
by calling 608-897-5434.

Flora 
Conley

PHOTO COURTESY FLORA CONLEY Brodhead Independent-Register

 Gooey sweet doughnuts are a favorite for regular customers of Flora’s Buttermere 
Bakery in Albany.

By Jason Arndt
STAFF WRITER

Raymond Schaefer spent 
77 years wishing he had 
earned his high school diplo-
ma. 

Schaefer, 96, now of 
Franklin, set aside his ambi-
tion in 1943 while a student 
at Racine County School of 
Agriculture and Domestic 
Economy in Rochester and 
enlisted in the United States 
Army. 

Shortly after, Schaefer 
served the United States in 
World War II, with a deploy-
ment overseas. 

Since then, according to 
family friend Cynthia Ben-
nett, of Portage, Schaefer of-
ten hoped to garner his high 
school diploma someday.

That day happened on 
March 18 at Waterford Union 
High School, where band stu-
dents greeted him with songs 
of cheer, and school officials 
awarded Schaefer an honor-
ary diploma. 

“It was exciting, very ex-
citing,” he said. “I had no 
idea it was going to happen.” 

Principal Dan Foster rec-
ognized Schaefer, who lived 
in the Waterford Area School 
District, for his achievements 
and said he sacrificed his ed-
ucation for the country.

The Racine County Ag-
riculture School closed in 
1959.

“Raymond not only served 
our country, but also he 
served the people of this 
world and paved a way for 
subsequent generation of 
Americans to find success 
and reap the benefits of his 
and his comrade’s sacrific-
es,” he said. 

“As an active member of 

the United States Army, Ray-
mond fought in the European 
campaign while his class-
mates continued their educa-
tion in Rochester.”

According to the first edi-
tion of “The Wildcat,” the 
agricultural school’s year-
book, Schaefer and 69 of his 
classmates were recognized 
for serving the country. 

Schaefer remembered 
when he first enlisted in mil-
itary.

“In 1943, I went to the 
Army and (was) sent over to 
Europe right away in the Bat-
tle of the Bulge,” he said. 

Schaefer went to work for 
a heavy equipment manufac-
turer in Milwaukee upon his 
discharge from the military. 

Bennett, according to Fos-
ter, is a caring friend who 
wanted to see Schaefer re-

ceive a diploma and initiated 
the process. 

“Cynthia wrote in her 
message that, ‘…he wished 
he had his high school di-
ploma…for his life accom-
plishments and being an all 
around good person,’” Foster 
recited. 

Bennett said she felt it was 
imperative to honor Schaefer 
because of his work ethic. 

“He worked hard all his 
life,” she said. 

As for the band salute, she 
saw an uplifted Schaefer, 
who was approached by a 
student thanking him for his 
service to the United States 
following the ceremony. 

“He thanked him for his 
service and I thought that was 
very nice,” she said. 

Schaefer, in addition to his 
honorary diploma, received 

a one-of-a-kind commem-
orative medallion through 
Jostens along with a cap and 
gown to recognize him as a 
1943 graduate. 

Foster thanked WUHS 
School Board members as 
well as multiple community 
partners for helping with the 
graduation.

The community partners 
include Joanie Beck, of the 
Rochester Historical Society, 
for her research and collec-
tion of resources for the cer-
emony along with Dan Mc-
Cormick from Jostens. 

“Finally, I would like to 
thank Mrs. Cynthia Bennett, 
of Portage, for being a car-
ing human being and friend 
who seized an opportunity by 
initiating this significant mo-
ment for (Raymond),” Foster 
said.

Youth baseball, softball 
registration due April 12

The Albany Dugout Club is accepting registration 
for youth summer baseball and softball through Friday, 
April 12.

The program is open to students in first through 
eighth grades. Practices will start in May, with the 12- 
to 14-game seasons starting in early June and wrapping 
up by the end of July. 

Registration forms can be found on the Albany 
Dugout Club Facebook page, in the Albany School 
office or at village hall.

For more information, contact the following people:
• Jim Briggs (softball), 608-558-0088 or jim.briggs@

albany.k12.wi.us
• Rich Wachholz (baseball), 608-469-4983 or 

rkwachholz39@gmail.com
• Shianne Broughton (registration/sponsorships), 608-

558-1677 or shidy272003@yahoo.com

Albany high schoolers 
headed back to 
classrooms full time

Albany School District is 
planning a return to full-time 
in-person instruction for its 10th- 
through 12th-grade students be-
ginning April 12, according to a 
letter sent to parents. Students 
had been attending on alternat-
ing days, with only half in per-
son at one time.

District Superintendent Wil-
liam Trow cited the declining 
number of COVID-19 cases and 
increasing rates of vaccination, 
as well as a parent survey, as 
reasons for the full reopening 
plan.

All of the 25 families who 
responded to a survey indicat-

ed they wanted their students 
to return in-person full time, the 
letter said. 

Students still will have the op-
tion to continue full-time virtual 
instruction.

Albany notes hydrant 
flushing in village

Public works crew members 
in the village of Albany have 
started flushing fire hydrants, 
according to a post on the vil-
lage Facebook page.

During the flushing, residents 
might notice some discoloration 
as well as low water pressure. 
Those who notice discoloration 
are asked to allow the tap to run 
for a short period of time until 
the water color clears. 

In brief

A long overdue honor
Area World War II veteran awarded high school diploma

JASON ARNDT Brodhead Independent-Register

 Superintendent Lucas Francois, of Waterford Union High School, presents an hon-
orary diploma to World War II veteran Raymond Schaefer during a recent celebration 
at the school. 
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Be fire smart – Get a free 
DNR burning permit now

With Wisconsin wildfire season underway, 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources reminds Wisconsinites to be fire 
smart this spring and get their free DNR 
annual burning permit.

While spring is always much-welcomed 
after Wisconsin’s long winters, seasonal 
warm and dry conditions can result in 
increased wildfire activity. 

Unlike out west, the spring is the most 
dangerous time for wildfires in Wisconsin. 
After the snow melts and before plants, 
trees and grass turn green, fires can spread 
quickly.

Debris burning is the leading cause of 
Wisconsin’s wildfires. The 2021 fire season 
follows a winter with below-normal snow 
depths. The DNR’s fire control officials are 
focusing on the potential for statewide fire 
activity as the snow is rapidly melting at the 
same time.

“Fires caused by careless burning become 
more frequent this time of year,” said Kirby 
Dernovsek, a DNR forest ranger based at the 
Minong Ranger Station in Washburn County. 
“Before deciding to burn a debris pile on 
your property, consider composting yard 
waste or hauling it to an approved disposal 
site. Burning debris should always be the last 
alternative.”

Wildfires can happen just about any 
time of the year, but historically, 60% of 
all annual wildfires in Wisconsin occur in 
March, April and May alone. 

The DNR suspended all burning permits 
throughout spring 2020, Wisconsin’s 
peak for wildfires, due to increased safety 
concerns resulting from COVID-19. This 
year, the DNR plans to suspend burning 

based on wildfire risk. However, to promote 
social distancing, burning permits are not 
being issued in-person by emergency fire 
wardens or at DNR service centers.

Burning permits are required in DNR 
Protection Areas once the snow cover is 
gone. Permit holders are authorized to burn 
vegetative materials, such as leaves, brush 
and needles so long as burning is done safely 
with minimal wildfire risk.

“Learn before you burn,” Kirby said. 
“Always check the daily fire restrictions each 
day before you burn.”

DNR burning permits are free and can 
be obtained online and instantly emailed or 
issued over the phone and delivered by the 
Postal Service within three to five business 
days. Get your annual DNR burning permit 
by completing the online application at dnr.
wisconsin.gov or by calling 888-WIS-BURN 
(947-2876).

Once an individual has a burning permit, 
remember to check the fire restrictions in 
the appropriate county after 11 a.m. each 
day before burning, including the legal 
burning hours, size limitations or if burning 
is suspended for the day. Small campfires for 
warming or cooking do not require a burning 
permit.

Because the DNR does not regulate all 
areas across the state, it’s essential to check 
with local municipal or fire department 
officials for any ordinances or other burning 
restrictions.

More information on burning permits, fire 
danger and preparing for wildfires around 
your home and property is available on the 
DNR’s burning restrictions webpage, which 
can be found at dnr.wisconsin.gov.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required.

t Tell us what is happening in the photo.

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit.

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEBSITE, indreg.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

393098

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

news@indreg.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY
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 Art created by 4-H artists and professional Wisconsin artists will be available for 
bidding through the Wisconsin 4-H Foundation April arts celebration. A silent auction 
runs April 12 through April 17, with a live virtual auction on April 24. 

The Wisconsin 4-H Foun-
dation is kicking off a month-
long celebration of the arts 
that will culminate with An 
Evening of Art, a virtual auc-
tion, beginning at 6 p.m.  Sat-
urday, April 24. 

The virtual auction, broad-
cast live on the Wisconsin 
4-H Foundation’s Facebook 
page, will feature 4-H per-
forming artists, a live auction 
and a salute to the creativity 
and talent of 4-H youth.

 “Art created by talented 
4-H artists as well as profes-
sional artists from Wiscon-
sin, many of whom got their 
start in 4-H, will be offered 
during the online auction,” 
according to a news release.

In total, 22 pieces, featur-
ing a variety of media, will 
be available for purchase 
during the event. 

From from April 12 
through April 17, a silent 
auction will be open with a 
“buy it now” option on some 
of the art pieces.  

 The art created by 4-H 
youth was chosen at a state-
wide art contest held earlier 
this year.  Nearly 170 youth 
entries in eight categories 
were evaluated by a panel 
of experts.  Eight category 
winners and three honorable 
mention award winners will 
be sold during the celebra-
tion. 

Proceeds from the event 
will be split, with half invest-
ed in the Talen Endowment 
for 4-H Arts and half used for 
4-H arts and communications 
programming over the next 
year. 

 “In 2020 youth worked on 
nearly 50,000 arts and com-

munication projects, which 
comprise one of the largest 
project areas in Wisconsin 
4-H. These projects cover a 
wide array of interests from 
public speaking, dance and 
theater arts to photography, 
drawing and weaving,” Bren-
da Scheider, 4-H Foundation 
executive director, said in the 
news release.  “Involvement 
in youth arts and commu-
nications programs provide 
opportunities to explore and 
develop artistic awareness, 
creative potential and appre-
ciation of the art and artistic 
process.”

 Based in Madison, the 
Wisconsin 4-H Foundation 
provides essential funding 
for 4-H programs throughout 
Wisconsin. For more infor-
mation, go online to Wis4H-
Foundation.org.
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 Spring is the most dangerous time for wildfires in Wisconsin. Debris burning 
is the leading cause of the state’s wildfires and officials at the Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural Resources encourage residents to get a burn permit and 
practice fire safety.

Free virtual presentations 
offer helpful financial tips

Get tips to manage your 
finances and make the most 
of your money when Money 
Smart Week is featured online 
April 10 through April 17.

The annual program aims 
to promote financial literacy 
nationwide and all programs 
are free and open to the pub-
lic.

The 2021 virtual Money 
Smart Week will focus on 
one daily theme, with content 
from government, nonprofit 
and educational institutions 
through a combination of 10- 
to 15-minute presentations, 
checklists, toolkits and other 
resources.

“Programming will focus 

on supporting the needs of 
low- to moderate-income 
households — those most 
affected by COVID-19 — to 
encourage greater financial 
well-being in their commu-
nities,” according to a news 
release from Cornerstone 
Credit Union, a Money Smart 
partner.

Officials at Cornerstone 
are encouraging members to 
take advantage of the free 
presentations. Go online to 
cornerstonecu.org for a com-
plete schedule and link to 
registration at moneysmart-
week.org.

Money Smart Week was 
created in 2002 by the Feder-

al Reserve Bank of Chicago, 
and has grown to become a 
nationwide financial educa-
tion program.

Cornerstone Credit Union, 
based in Freeport, has more 
than 13,600 members. Mem-
bership is open to anyone 
who lives or works in 11 
counties in northwest Illi-
nois and southern Wiscon-
sin. In Illinois, the counties 
are Boone, Bureau, Carroll, 
Jo Daviess, Ogle, Lee, Ste-
phenson, Whiteside and Win-
nebago. In Wisconsin, mem-
bership is open to people in 
Green and Rock counties. 

For more information, go 
online to cornerstonecu.org.

4-H Foundation hosts online art auction
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 Money Smart Week will feature free online programs from April 10 through April 17.  
For information, go online to cornernstonecu.org or moneysmartweek.org.
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Extension highlights contributions 
of Master Gardeners 

The Wisconsin Master Gardener 
Program is celebrating Master Gardener 
Volunteer Week through April 9.

“Volunteers make a positive difference 
in Rock County lives and communities 
by participating in various volunteer 
activities,” according to a news release 
from Extension Rock County.

Some of the local Master Gardener 
projects include maintaining garden spaces 
at Hedberg Public Library and Rotary 
Botanical Gardens in Janesville and 
helping others learn about gardening at 
the county RECAP program and the Rock 
County Community Garden.

“As we continue to move forward 
through the pandemic, our volunteers 
are dedicated to helping others and their 
communities,” the release said. “Through 

hours of community service by answering 
diagnostic questions, educating the public 
on horticultural topics, growing and 
donating food to local pantries, beautifying 
community spaces, conducting workshops 
and more, these volunteers work tirelessly 
to make Wisconsin an incredible place to 
live.”

April 7 is “Thank a Master Gardener 
Volunteer Day.” 

To thank your local Master Gardener 
Volunteers, go online to www.facebook.
com/uwextrock or call the Extension Rock 
County office at 608-757-5066. People 
may also send a thank-you card to 51 S. 
Main St., Janesville, WI 53545.

For more information about the 
Master Gardener program, go online to 
mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu.
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Brodhead student’s project 
helps children in Haiti

Walk set for Sept. 26
Brodhead High School senior Kaitlyn Welsh is turning 

to the local community to help children and families in 
Haiti.

As her senior project, Welsh is organizing the Walk 
for Family on Saturday, Sept. 26. The two-mile walk 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the start of the Sugar River Trail in 
Brodhead. 

Community members also may opt to participate by 
taking their own walking route and collecting donations for 
the cause, Welsh said in a news release.

The walk will raise money for One Gift, One Child, a 
ministry of former Brodhead residents Natalie and Pierre 
Charlotin. Natalie Charlotin is a Brodhead graduate.

“One Gift, One Child serves to prevent orphans and 
reunite families in the impoverished country of Haiti,” the 
news release said. “As a ministry, it provides orphaned 
children, or those put in orphanages by their families, 
safety from abuse, poverty, rejection, slavery, trafficking 
and hatred.

“Their end goal is to provide every child a safe 
environment and eventual reunion with their family. If they 
do not have a family, they are placed into a foster home 
that allows them a safe, loving environment to grow up in.” 

To receive a Walk for Family sponsor sheet or get 
more information, send an email to Welsh at welshkai@
brodhead.k12.wi.us. Sponsor sheets and monetary 
donations will be collected on or before Sept. 26 and 
presented to the Charlotins for One Gift, One Child.

To make a donation online, go to livingwordwi.org 
and click on “giving,” then on “give now” and change the 
designation from “general offering” to “special offering.”

For more information about One Gift, One Child, go 
online to onegiftonechild.org.
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 Right: Natalie Charlotin, a Brodhead High 
School graduate, holds one of the special needs 
children who has received care through One Gift, 
One Child in Haiti. Charlotin is a founder of One 
Gift, One Child. Kaitlyn Welsh, a Brodhead High 
School senior, is organizing a fundraising walk 
to benefit One Gift, One Child. Members of the or-
ganization work to provide medical care and safe 
homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 
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Green County public health of-
ficials reported Monday that seven 
Brodhead High School students 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The school district immediate-
ly implemented a full virtual plan 

for the high school, to last through 
Sept. 18, according to a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.

The Brodhead School District 
was made aware of a student gath-
ering that occurred the weekend be-

COVID-19 outbreak sends 
high school students home

District, health officials continue monitoring as classes go online until Sept. 18
fore school started and later learned 
that one high school student had 
tested positive as of Sept. 4, ac-
cording to the health department 
news release.

“The district completed contact 
tracing and sent home approximate-
ly 25 students that were considered 
to be close contacts at school,” the 
release said. “The district was also 
able to identify several students 
that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”

Since then, several more students 
who had attended the gathering have 
tested positive, prompting the health 
department to identify the situation 
as an outbreak, the release said.

The high school was to undergo 
a deep cleaning Sept. 8 and Sept. 9, 

Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
Lueck said in the news release. 

“The school board will be dis-
cussing their next steps at the Sep-
tember 9th board meeting,” Lueck 
said.

“The Green County Public 
Health Department is working with 
Brodhead School District leader-
ship and staff to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to track, trace 
and contain the virus,” said RoAnn 
Warden, health officer. “We want 
to assure the community, students 
and staff of Brodhead High School, 
and their family members, that ex-
tra steps are being taken to protect 
students and staff to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19.”

According to the release, “In-
vestigation of an outbreak of 

COVID-19 in any setting involves 
the same basic public health prin-
ciples: detection of cases, isolation 
of ill persons, contact tracing, quar-
antine of cases and close contacts, 
laboratory testing and infection 
control measures in the setting to 
prevent additional transmission.”

Public health and school district 
staff members remain in daily com-
munication. 

“Additionally, surveillance 
for ill students or staff are being 
tracked by the schools and report-
ed regularly to public health,” the 
release said. “School and public 
health staff are working together 
to identify close contacts, notify-
ing close contacts of their potential 
exposure, and asking them to quar-
antine.”
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Green County Public Health is opening COVID-19 testing sites in 
Brodhead, Monroe and New Glarus. Preregistration is required for 
the free drive-thru service.

County sets free 
COVID-19 screening

Green County Public Health offi-
cials have announced that beginning 
Sept. 9, Green County will have 
three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
and older.

Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
eryone, according to a health depart-
ment news release.

Testing will be available while 
supplies last at the drive-thru sites, 
which are at the Monroe National 
Guard Armory, the former Brod-
head Fitness Center and the Swiss 
Center of North America in New 
Glarus.  

Anyone 5 to 17 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian authorized to give consent 
for the COVID-19 test on their be-
half.

People who can be tested at their 
doctor’s office are encouraged to do 
so, the release said.

To register for testing, people are 
asked to follow these steps:

• Pre-register for your test as 

close to the day of your appointment 
as possible at: www.signupgenius.
com/go/70a084caaad23a5f94-green

• You will receive an email with 
a QR code; bring this code to the 
testing site on your smart device or 
printed out.

• If you need assistance with reg-
istering, staff on site will be avail-
able to help you.

Testing is recommended for:
• Individuals experiencing any 

symptoms of COVID-19. People 
with COVID-19 have reported a 
wide range of symptoms ranging 
from mild symptoms to severe ill-
ness. Symptoms may appear two to 
14 days after exposure to the virus.

• Individuals who have been in 
close contact (within 6 feet for about 
15 minutes) with a person with 
COVID-19, regardless of symptoms

• Individuals without symptoms 
who have been instructed by pub-
lic health or a health care provid-
er to get a COVID-19 test for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of 
infection.

To stay up-to-date on COVID-19 
in Green County, visit the Green 
County Public Health website at gc-
publichealth.org and on Facebook. 
Residents also may contact the 
health department at 608-328-9390 
or send an email to info@green-
countywi.org.
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Brodhead student’s project 
helps children in Haiti

Walk set for Sept. 26
Brodhead High School senior Kaitlyn Welsh is turning 

to the local community to help children and families in 
Haiti.

As her senior project, Welsh is organizing the Walk 
for Family on Saturday, Sept. 26. The two-mile walk 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the start of the Sugar River Trail in 
Brodhead. 

Community members also may opt to participate by 
taking their own walking route and collecting donations for 
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ministry of former Brodhead residents Natalie and Pierre 
Charlotin. Natalie Charlotin is a Brodhead graduate.

“One Gift, One Child serves to prevent orphans and 
reunite families in the impoverished country of Haiti,” the 
news release said. “As a ministry, it provides orphaned 
children, or those put in orphanages by their families, 
safety from abuse, poverty, rejection, slavery, trafficking 
and hatred.

“Their end goal is to provide every child a safe 
environment and eventual reunion with their family. If they 
do not have a family, they are placed into a foster home 
that allows them a safe, loving environment to grow up in.” 

To receive a Walk for Family sponsor sheet or get 
more information, send an email to Welsh at welshkai@
brodhead.k12.wi.us. Sponsor sheets and monetary 
donations will be collected on or before Sept. 26 and 
presented to the Charlotins for One Gift, One Child.

To make a donation online, go to livingwordwi.org 
and click on “giving,” then on “give now” and change the 
designation from “general offering” to “special offering.”

For more information about One Gift, One Child, go 
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 Right: Natalie Charlotin, a Brodhead High 
School graduate, holds one of the special needs 
children who has received care through One Gift, 
One Child in Haiti. Charlotin is a founder of One 
Gift, One Child. Kaitlyn Welsh, a Brodhead High 
School senior, is organizing a fundraising walk 
to benefit One Gift, One Child. Members of the or-
ganization work to provide medical care and safe 
homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 
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Green County public health of-
ficials reported Monday that seven 
Brodhead High School students 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The school district immediate-
ly implemented a full virtual plan 

for the high school, to last through 
Sept. 18, according to a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.
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that one high school student had 
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cording to the health department 
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ly 25 students that were considered 
to be close contacts at school,” the 
release said. “The district was also 
able to identify several students 
that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”

Since then, several more students 
who had attended the gathering have 
tested positive, prompting the health 
department to identify the situation 
as an outbreak, the release said.

The high school was to undergo 
a deep cleaning Sept. 8 and Sept. 9, 

Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
Lueck said in the news release. 

“The school board will be dis-
cussing their next steps at the Sep-
tember 9th board meeting,” Lueck 
said.
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cials have announced that beginning 
Sept. 9, Green County will have 
three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
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Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
eryone, according to a health depart-
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Testing will be available while 
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homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 
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Green County public health of-
ficials reported Monday that seven 
Brodhead High School students 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The school district immediate-
ly implemented a full virtual plan 

for the high school, to last through 
Sept. 18, according to a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.

The Brodhead School District 
was made aware of a student gath-
ering that occurred the weekend be-

COVID-19 outbreak sends 
high school students home

District, health officials continue monitoring as classes go online until Sept. 18
fore school started and later learned 
that one high school student had 
tested positive as of Sept. 4, ac-
cording to the health department 
news release.

“The district completed contact 
tracing and sent home approximate-
ly 25 students that were considered 
to be close contacts at school,” the 
release said. “The district was also 
able to identify several students 
that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”

Since then, several more students 
who had attended the gathering have 
tested positive, prompting the health 
department to identify the situation 
as an outbreak, the release said.

The high school was to undergo 
a deep cleaning Sept. 8 and Sept. 9, 

Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
Lueck said in the news release. 

“The school board will be dis-
cussing their next steps at the Sep-
tember 9th board meeting,” Lueck 
said.

“The Green County Public 
Health Department is working with 
Brodhead School District leader-
ship and staff to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to track, trace 
and contain the virus,” said RoAnn 
Warden, health officer. “We want 
to assure the community, students 
and staff of Brodhead High School, 
and their family members, that ex-
tra steps are being taken to protect 
students and staff to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19.”

According to the release, “In-
vestigation of an outbreak of 

COVID-19 in any setting involves 
the same basic public health prin-
ciples: detection of cases, isolation 
of ill persons, contact tracing, quar-
antine of cases and close contacts, 
laboratory testing and infection 
control measures in the setting to 
prevent additional transmission.”

Public health and school district 
staff members remain in daily com-
munication. 

“Additionally, surveillance 
for ill students or staff are being 
tracked by the schools and report-
ed regularly to public health,” the 
release said. “School and public 
health staff are working together 
to identify close contacts, notify-
ing close contacts of their potential 
exposure, and asking them to quar-
antine.”
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Green County Public Health is opening COVID-19 testing sites in 
Brodhead, Monroe and New Glarus. Preregistration is required for 
the free drive-thru service.

County sets free 
COVID-19 screening

Green County Public Health offi-
cials have announced that beginning 
Sept. 9, Green County will have 
three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
and older.

Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
eryone, according to a health depart-
ment news release.

Testing will be available while 
supplies last at the drive-thru sites, 
which are at the Monroe National 
Guard Armory, the former Brod-
head Fitness Center and the Swiss 
Center of North America in New 
Glarus.  

Anyone 5 to 17 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian authorized to give consent 
for the COVID-19 test on their be-
half.

People who can be tested at their 
doctor’s office are encouraged to do 
so, the release said.

To register for testing, people are 
asked to follow these steps:

• Pre-register for your test as 

close to the day of your appointment 
as possible at: www.signupgenius.
com/go/70a084caaad23a5f94-green

• You will receive an email with 
a QR code; bring this code to the 
testing site on your smart device or 
printed out.

• If you need assistance with reg-
istering, staff on site will be avail-
able to help you.

Testing is recommended for:
• Individuals experiencing any 

symptoms of COVID-19. People 
with COVID-19 have reported a 
wide range of symptoms ranging 
from mild symptoms to severe ill-
ness. Symptoms may appear two to 
14 days after exposure to the virus.

• Individuals who have been in 
close contact (within 6 feet for about 
15 minutes) with a person with 
COVID-19, regardless of symptoms

• Individuals without symptoms 
who have been instructed by pub-
lic health or a health care provid-
er to get a COVID-19 test for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of 
infection.

To stay up-to-date on COVID-19 
in Green County, visit the Green 
County Public Health website at gc-
publichealth.org and on Facebook. 
Residents also may contact the 
health department at 608-328-9390 
or send an email to info@green-
countywi.org.
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Brodhead student’s project 
helps children in Haiti

Walk set for Sept. 26
Brodhead High School senior Kaitlyn Welsh is turning 

to the local community to help children and families in 
Haiti.

As her senior project, Welsh is organizing the Walk 
for Family on Saturday, Sept. 26. The two-mile walk 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the start of the Sugar River Trail in 
Brodhead. 

Community members also may opt to participate by 
taking their own walking route and collecting donations for 
the cause, Welsh said in a news release.

The walk will raise money for One Gift, One Child, a 
ministry of former Brodhead residents Natalie and Pierre 
Charlotin. Natalie Charlotin is a Brodhead graduate.

“One Gift, One Child serves to prevent orphans and 
reunite families in the impoverished country of Haiti,” the 
news release said. “As a ministry, it provides orphaned 
children, or those put in orphanages by their families, 
safety from abuse, poverty, rejection, slavery, trafficking 
and hatred.

“Their end goal is to provide every child a safe 
environment and eventual reunion with their family. If they 
do not have a family, they are placed into a foster home 
that allows them a safe, loving environment to grow up in.” 

To receive a Walk for Family sponsor sheet or get 
more information, send an email to Welsh at welshkai@
brodhead.k12.wi.us. Sponsor sheets and monetary 
donations will be collected on or before Sept. 26 and 
presented to the Charlotins for One Gift, One Child.

To make a donation online, go to livingwordwi.org 
and click on “giving,” then on “give now” and change the 
designation from “general offering” to “special offering.”

For more information about One Gift, One Child, go 
online to onegiftonechild.org.
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three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
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Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
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is in THE NEWSPAPER!
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Just go to southernlakesnewspapers.com 

and click on SUBSCRIBE in the menu bar at the top of the page.  
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and start your E SUB today!
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Brodhead
City-wide

Garage Sales
June 12, 2021

Mark Your Calendar!!!
Registration form to come 

beginning May 5, 2021.
393250

THURSDAY, APRIL 8
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
• Orfordville library 

open, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
storytime at 11 a.m.

• Parkview-Albany  
varsity football vs.  
New Glarus, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
• Parkview FFA Alumni 

scrap metal drive 
fundraiser at Orfordville 
Village Hall, 7:30 a.m.  
to 2 p.m.

• Orfordville library open, 
9 a.m. to noon

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
• Orfordville library closed

MONDAY, APRIL 12
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Parkview School District 

Food Service Committee 
meeting, 5:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Parkview School District 

Policy Committee 
meeting, 5:30 p.m.

News from 
Parkview in Orfordville:

Viking Times

Community Action hires resource manager
Community Action Inc. 

of Rock & Walworth Coun-
ties recently welcomed Erick 
West as the agency’s resource 
development manager. West 
is a Beloit native with more 
than a decade of experience 
in grant writing, stewardship 
and nonprofit management.

“We are so excited and hon-
ored to have Erick West join 
our team,” Marc Perry, Com-
munity Action executive di-
rector, said in a news release. 
“Erick comes to us with a 
wealth of knowledge and ex-
perience in resource develop-
ment and is a proud product of 
the Rock County community. 
We are happy to have Erick 
back in our community and 
thrilled that he chose Com-
munity Action to continue his 
lifelong commitment to serv-

ing others.”
West will 

be responsi-
ble for build-
ing Commu-
nity Action’s 
philanthropy 
program by 
creating stra-
tegic fund-

raising plans and furthering 
the mission and vision of the 
agency in its two-county ser-
vice area.

“Community Action Inc. 
has a well-earned reputation 
for positively impacting the 
lives of people in commu-
nities across Rock and Wal-
worth counties,” West said in 
the release. “I am excited to 
join the team as we work to 
carry our successful programs 
forward.”

Community Action is a not-
for-profit organization offer-
ing programs to fight poverty 
in Rock and Walworth Coun-
ties. The agency develops 
and implements a range of 
services, including child care, 
pre-school and school age 
programs, affordable hous-
ing, at-risk youth programs, 
weatherization, community 
organizing and development, 
a homeless shelter, health care 
and the Temporary Emergen-
cy Food Assistance Program.

Community Action is a 
funded partner of United 
Way Blackhawk Region and 
United Way Walworth Coun-
ty. For more information, go 
online to www.community-ac 
tion.org or www.facebook.
com/communityactionrock 
walworth.

Erick West

Give back to nature by 
donating on tax form

 The Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources encour-
ages nature lovers to give back 
to nature by donating to the 
Endangered Resources Fund 
on their Wisconsin income tax 
form.

 Donations to the fund from 
resident tax forms are tax-de-
ductible and matched dollar 
for dollar. The gift will go di-
rectly to fund the conservation 
of endangered plants, animals 
and state natural areas, includ-
ing many of those featured 
in the recent PBS Wisconsin 
special, “Wisconsin’s Scenic 
Treasures: Southern Vistas.”

 Look for the Endangered 
Resources Fund in the “do-
nations” area on the Wiscon-
sin income tax form. For tax 
year 2020, the Endangered 
Resources donation is found 
on Form 1, line 21a. For part-
year/non-residents filing Form 
1NPR, it is on line 55a. It can 
also be found on tax software 
or by letting the tax preparer 

know about the desire to make 
a donation to the fund.

 “All year long, nature has 
lifted us up. Donating to En-
dangered Resources on your 
Wisconsin income tax form is 
a quick and easy way to give 
back and help make sure the 
nature you love is there to en-
joy in the future,” DNR natural 
heritage conservation program 
director Drew Feldkirchner 
said in a news release. “Gifts 
of any amount are doubled and 
make a big difference.”

 Donations from thousands 
of people fuel wildlife come-
backs on the ground, in the air 
and in the water.

 “We’re grateful to everyone 
who has donated in past years. 
We ask you to give again to 
help us do more great work to-
gether,” Feldkirchner said.  

It all adds up
 Tax-form donations have 

helped the DNR restore bald 
eagles, trumpeter swans and 

osprey to Wisconsin skies and 
have kept more than 400 oth-
er endangered wildlife species 
and 300 plant species from 
vanishing from Wisconsin. 

 The Endangered Resources 
Fund helps Wisconsin provide 
important habitat for several 
species declining or absent in 
other parts of the country such 
as the Karner blue butterfly, 
wood turtle, rusty-patched 
bumble bee and eastern prairie 
white-fringed orchid.

 Donations also help Wis-
consin care for the nation’s 
oldest and largest set of state 
natural areas that protect 
unique ecosystems and natu-
ral features like the canyons of 
Parfrey’s Glen and old forests. 
Seventy-five percent of endan-
gered and threatened wildlife 
species, and 90 percent of en-
dangered and threatened plant 
species, are found on these 
sites.

 For more information, go 
online to dnr.wisconsin.gov.

By Vanessa Swales
WISCONSIN WATCH

Some regional nonprofits ad-
ministering Gov. Tony Evers’ 
$322 million emergency rental 
assistance program may be un-
intentionally discouraging non-
U.S. citizens from applying — 
even though immigration status 
holds no bearing on eligibility 
for the federally financed pro-
gram. 

At least eight of the 14 or-
ganizations administering the 
Wisconsin Emergency Rental 
Assistance program ask ap-
plicants to share their Social 
Security numbers through 
pre-screening forms, a Wiscon-
sin Watch review has found. 
In some cases, applicants are 
asked to submit the Social Se-
curity numbers of every mem-
ber of their household. 

The eight agencies adminis-
ter aid to 35 of Wisconsin’s 68 
WERA-eligible counties. 

Meanwhile, only seven of 
the organizations as of March 
24 offered online information 
in languages other than English 
in a state where about 260,000 
residents primarily speak Span-
ish and nearly 40,000 speak 
Hmong. 

Advocates say Social Se-
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 Master Gardener volunteers lend their expertise and time to helping local 
residents expand their knowledge and appreciation of horticulture. Master Gar-
dener Week runs through April 9 in Wisconsin. 

Undocumented immigrants qualify for 
rent relief, but state sends mixed signals

curity number queries could 
deter struggling renters who 
are among Wisconsin’s rough-
ly 75,000 undocumented im-
migrants — an economically 
vulnerable group that in 2016 
comprised about 24% of the 
state’s immigrant population 
and 1.3% of the total popula-
tion.

Eligible Wisconsin residents 
can receive up to 12 months of 
assistance toward their current 
or overdue rent or utility bills. 

The funds flow directly to 
utility providers or landlords, 
who could also lose out if 
tenants are discouraged from 
applying. A U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion moratorium on evictions 
restricts landlords from kicking 

out tenants for nonpayment — 
if they fill out proper paper-
work — through March 31. 
The agency has proposed an 
extension. 

Program open to all 
struggling renters

Evers, a Democrat, tapped 
the Wisconsin Community 
Action Program Association 
(WISCAP) and its member 
agencies to coordinate the 
month-old program. Brad Paul, 
WISCAP’s executive direc-
tor, told Wisconsin Watch that 
“there is certainly no effort to 
discourage people from apply-
ing,” and he confirmed that any 
Wisconsin resident meeting 
income limits and impacted 
by the pandemic is eligible to 

apply. 
Paul added: “The most im-

portant thing to know is that 
individuals are best served by 
contacting their local commu-
nity action agency. Among 
other things, these agencies are 
often doing outreach through 
bilingual staff.”

Application instructions vary 
between agencies administer-
ing WERA, but only one of 
their websites as of March 24 
specified that applicants with-
out Social Security numbers 
may still qualify.

The head of one Wisconsin 
immigrant advocacy group said 
that noncitizen renters who fear 
scrutiny of their legal status  

See RELIEF, Page 6
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I R Legal Notices
Town of Avon
Public Notice

The Town of Avon is giving 
notice to please remove any 
graveside decorations by April 
15th, 2021 from the gravestone 
at the AVON CEMETERY.  All 
decorations may be placed back 
at the gravestone on the second 
Sunday of May.  This notice is 
in compliance with Town Ordi-
nance Number 2019-02. If you 
have questions concerning this 
ordinance, please contact the 
Town Sexton, Gregg Wartgow at 
608-751-5591.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
3/31, 4/7/2021
WNAXLP 392999

TOWN OF AVON
ANNUAL MEETING

Avon Town Hall
April 20th, 2021 – 7:00 p.m.

AGENDA:
1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Minutes of 2020 Meeting
5. Approval Financial State-

ments
6. Set Date for 2022 Meeting
7. PostponeBudget portion of 

Annual Meeting to later date set 
by the board

8. Road Funds
9. Electors Input
10. Adjournment

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
3/31, 4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393000

GREEN COUNTY
DRAINAGE BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
Per Wisconsin State Statutes 

Sec. 88.05(2) - NOTICE is here-
by given that on Monday, May 
10, 2021, 9:00 a.m. in the County 
Board Room of the Green Coun-
ty Historic Courthouse, 1016 16th 
Avenue, Monroe, Wisconsin, a 
public hearing will be held by the 
Green County Drainage Board, 
regarding a flat fee assessment 
to every individual land owner 
in the Broughton, Decatur and 
Drain #1 drainage districts.  The 
flat fee assessment is needed 
for administrative costs associ-
ated with conducting the busi-
ness of the drainage board for 
a two-year period.  All interest-
ed citizens are invited to attend.  
All questions and concerns will 
be heard by the board. A letter 
has been sent to all property 
owners affected.  A listing of all 
affected property owners is on 
file at the Green County Land & 
Water Conservation office, 1627 
4th Ave West, Monroe, Wiscon-
sin, Monday – Friday from 7:00 
a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Any objections 
to the jurisdiction of the drainage 
board or to the sufficiency or le-
gality of any assessment or to 
the equity shall be filed with the 
drainage board in writing before 
the hearing and that the objec-
tions(s) shall be set forth clearly 
and in detail to, John Dieckhoff, 
W2210 Pinnow Road, Brod-
head, WI  53520;Tim Schmidt, 
W4199 County K, Monroe, WI 
53566 or Kim Buehl, N6903 
Marshall Bluff Road, Monticello, 
WI 53570.
The Independent Register
3/31, 4/7, 4/14/2021
WNAXLP 393038

Town of Spring Valley
ANNUAL MEETING of 

ELECTORS
TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021

ORFORDVILLE FIRE 
DISTRICT MEETING ROOM

173 N. WRIGHT ST., 
ORFORDVILLE WI

ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA
1. Call to order
2. 2020 Annual Meeting Minutes
3. 2020 Financial Report
4. Old Business

A. Clerk and Treasurer Com-
pensation
5. New Business

A. Set date for 2022 Annual 
Meeting (4-19-22)

B. Spring Valley Historical So-
ciety

C. Other items of interest to 
electors
6. Adjournment

*Electors of the town vote on 
Annual Meeting items as autho-
rized in s. 60.10 and s. 60.11 
Wis. Stats.

Dela Ends, Clerk
The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 392638

NOTICE
TOWN OF MAGNOLIA

ANNUAL MEETING AND 
REGULAR TOWN BOARD 

MEETING
WILL BE HELD AT THE 

MAGNOLIA TOWN HALL
14729 W. COUNTY ROAD A, 

EVANSVILLE, WI 53536
APRIL 20, 2021

7:00 P.M.
Note: Due to changes in the 

election laws the Annual Town 
Meeting will be held on the third 
Tuesday of April per State Stat-
ute 60.11. All other regular Town 
Board Meetings will be held 
on the second Tuesday of the 
month as usual.
Annual Meeting Agenda:

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Clerk’s Report
4. Annual Audit and Possible 

Adoption
5. Cemeteries
6. Public Comment
7. Adjourn

April Regular Monthly 
Meeting Agenda:

1. Call to Order
2. Approve Agenda
3. Clerk’s Report
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Public Comment – limit 3 

minutes per person
6. Zoning Change Petitions
7. Highways and Bridges
8. Landscaping at the Town 

Hall
9. Open Bids for Mowing of 

East Magnolia Cemetery and at 
the Town Hall

10. Agenda for next Month
11. Pay Bills
12. Adjourn

Graceann Toberman, Town 
Clerk/Treasurer

The Independent Register
4/7, 4/14/2021
WNAXLP 392902

NOTICE OF OPEN BOOK
Town of Decatur,

Green Co., Wisconsin
Pursuant to s. 70.45, Wis. 

Stats., the Town of Decatur as-
sessment roll for the year 2021 
assessment will be open for 
examination on the 27th day of 
April, 2021 at the Town of Deca-
tur Town Hall, located at 1408 
14th Street in the City of Brod-
head, WI from 12:00 p.m. until 
2:00 p.m. Instructional material 
about the assessment, how to 
file an objection, and Board of 
Review procedures under Wis-
consin law will be available at 
that time. Please contact the 
Town Clerk at (608) 897-4965 
to schedule an appointment for 
open book. Notice is hereby giv-
en this 7th day of April, 2021.

Jamie E. Olson
Clerk/Treasurer

The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393154

FILED
03-30-2021

Clerk of Circuit Court
Green County Wisconsin

2021PR000028
DATE SIGNED: 
March 30, 2021

Electronically signed by
Gloria A. Baertschi
Probate Registrar

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
CIRCUIT COURT,
GREEN COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
Gordon J. Ruppert

Notice Setting Time to Hear 
Application and Deadline for 

Filing Claims
(Informal Administration)

Case No. 21 PR
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal 
administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 11/02/1940 and date of 
death 03/12/2021 was domiciled 
in Green County, State of Wis-
consin, with a mailing address 
of W599 Windy Lane, Brodhead, 
WI 53520.

3. The application will be 
heard at the Green County Jus-
tice Center County Courthouse, 
2841 6th St., Monroe, WI 53566, 
Wisconsin, Room, before Gloria 
A. Baertschi, Probate Registrar, 
on 05-03-2021 at 9:00 a.m.

You do not need to appear 
unless you object. The appli-
cation may be granted if there 
is no objection.

4. The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s es-
tate is 07-08-2021.

5. A claim may be filed at the 
Green County Justice Center 
County Courthouse, 2841 6th 
St., Monroe, WI 53566, Wiscon-
sin, Room.

6. This publication is notice to 
any persons whose names or 
address are unknown.

If you require reasonable ac-
commodations due to a disabil-
ity to participate in the court pro-
cess, please call (608) 328-9433 
prior to the scheduled court 
date. Please note that the court 
does not provide transportation.
Form completed by:
Holly D. Jensen
303 East Court Street,
Janesville, WI 53545
(608) 755-5050
Bar Number 1027570
The Independent Register
4/7, 4/14, 4/21/2021
WNAXLP 393349

BRODHEAD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

Wednesday, April 14, 2021
DISTRICT OFFICE

BOARD ROOM
7:00 P.M.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com

/oiv-jiji-thn 
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
VI. APPROVAL OF BILLS
VII. INFORMATION REPORTS
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

PERIOD
[SUSPENDED INDEFINITELY]
AGENDA
IX. REPORT ON ELECTION 

RESULTS
X. OATH OF OFFICE/SWEAR 

IN NEWLY ELECTED 
MEMBERS

XI. 1st READING OF POLICIES 
IHCDA [START COLLEGE 
NOW] AND

IHCDC [EARLY COLLEGE 
CREDIT PROGRAM]

XII. APPROVAL OF NEW 
SUPERINTENDENT

XIII. COVID-19 UPDATE
XIV. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
XV. RESIGNATION(S)
XVI. EMPLOYMENT 

RECOMMENDATION(S)
XVII. VOLUNTEER 

RECOMMENDATION(S)
XVIII. FUTURE AGENDA
XIX. ROLL CALL VOTE TO 

CONVENE IN CLOSED 
SESSION PURSUANT TO 
WI. STS. 19.85 (1) (c) (e) (f)
a. Staff Reports
b. Staffing
c. Teacher Negotiations
d. Support Staff/Administra-

tor Negotiations
XX. ACTION ON CLOSED 

SESSION ITEMS
XXI. ADJOURNMENT
The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393350

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, April 14, 2021

HIGH SCHOOL L.M.C.
6:30 P.M.

AGENDA
I. REVIEW BILLS
II. REVIEW BUDGET UP-

DATE
III. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393351

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
TEACHER NEGOTIATIONS 

COMMITTEE
Wednesday, April 14, 2021

DISTRICT OFFICE
BOARD ROOM

4:00 P.M.
AGENDA

I. GROUND RULES
II. INITIAL PROPOSALS
III. DISCUSSION/NEGOTIA-

TIONS
IV. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393352

PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Canvassers of 

the School District of Brodhead 
will meet in the District Office, at 
2501 West Fifth Avenue, Brod-
head, WI on Tuesday, April 12, 
2021 at 4:00 p.m. to determine 
and certify the results of the 
April 6, 2021 Board Member 
election.
Leonard Lueck
Superintendent
School District of Brodhead
The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393353

Town of Avon
Regular Monthly Meeting

Avon Town Hall
Tuesday

April 13th, 2021 – 7:30 p.m.
Agenda:
1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Minutes from March’s Meet-

ings
5. Treasurers Report from 

March’s
6. Citizens’ Concerns
7. Election Results from April 6th

8. Audit Results
9. Basement Windows
    a. Discussion
    b. Action
10. Road Work
    a. Stop Signs on Nelson 
        and Stateline RD
        i. Action

    b. Other 
11. Mowing Contracts
    a. Sawflyr
    b. Footville Rock and 
        Lime
12. Open Book and Board of 

Review Dates
13. Payment of Bills
14. Chairman’s Comments
15. Adjournment

Maybe additional posting that 
will be posted 24 hours in ad-
vance.  The three posting places 
in the Town of Avon are Debbie 
Jean’s, Sugar River Bank, and 
the Avon Town Hall. Due to the 
lobby of the Sugar River Bank 
being closed, we will be using 
the Piggly Wiggly in Brodhead 
as a temporary posting loca-
tion.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393382

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Brodhead School District 

is accepting proposals for RFP 
for Interior Lighting for District 
facilities.

Brodhead School District
2501 W. 5th Ave.
Brodhead, WI 53520

ANTICIPATED RFP AND 
CONTRACT TIMELINES

Interested parties may tour the 
District facilities by appointment 
prior to the bid deadline.

RFP Due Date: April 21, 2021.  
Selection will be made on April 
26, 2021.

Preference will be given to 
those firms who can guarantee 
a Project Completion (100%) by 
June 30, 2021 to be considered.
SCOPE OF WORK

The Brodhead School District 
is seeking to install LED light-
ing in Brodhead Middle School 
and Brodhead High School. All 
information in regard to specifi-
cations can be obtained by con-
tacting the School District.
REQUESTS FOR 
INFORMATION

Questions related to this RFP 
should be submitted by email 
to bkammerer@brodhead.k12.
wi.us and no later than 96 hours 
before the proposal due date 
and time. Responses will be is-
sued no later than 48 hours be-
fore the proposal due date and 
time to all parties involved in the 
RFP process.
The Independent Register
4/7, 4/14/2021
WNAXLP 393387

Town of Spring Valley Board 
Meeting

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021
Immediately following the 

Annual Meeting of the electors 
which begins at 6pm
ORFORDVILLE FIRE 

DISTRICT MEETING ROOM
173 N. WRIGHT ST., 
ORFORDVILLE WI

MEETING AGENDA
1. Call to order
2. Approval of Agenda
3. Verification of proper notice
4. Old Business
5. Secretary’s report
6. Treasurer’s report
7. Reports
8. Audience communication
9. Old Business

A. Rock County Public Works
B. Road work
C. Open book (4/18) and BOR 

(6/9)
10. New Business

A. 2021 Committee appoint-
ments
11. Future agenda items
12. Payment of bills
13. Adjournment

Dela Ends, Clerk
Recycling drop-off

2nd Saturday of the month
Rock Co. Public Works Bldg. 

Hwy 213 Orfordville 
9 am to noon

www.townofspringvalley.com
The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 392637

VILLAGE OF ORFORDVILLE
Notice of Open Book

Open book for the Village of 
Orfordville will be held on Thurs-
day, April 29, 2021 from 2:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Open book is 
the opportunity to discuss your 
assessed value with the village 
assessor in an informal setting.  
Open Book will be done over 
the phone this year due to the 
Covid 19 pandemic.  Please 
call the Assessor at 920-749-
1995 to participate in Open 
Book.   Board of Review will be 
held on Monday, May 17, 2021 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 
the Village Hall at 303 E. Beloit 
Street.

Sherri Waege
Village Clerk

The Independent Register
4/7/2021
WNAXLP 393457

might hesitate to approach 
agencies asking for such infor-
mation. 

“We know that the Social 
Security number is a red flag 
for a lot of individuals,” said 
Darryl Morin, president and 
CEO of Forward Latino, based 
in Franklin, Wisconsin. 

Morin said he frequently 
chats about immigrant affairs 
with Evers and Department of 
Administration Secretary Joel 
Brennan, whose agency over-
sees the rental assistance pro-
gram. But Morin added that he 
was unaware of the Social Se-
curity number issue for rental 
assistance. 

“I will definitely now, with 
you bringing that up, investi-
gate it and be sure to commu-
nicate directly with (Evers’) 
office on the need to take cor-
rective action,” he told Wis-
consin Watch.

Mariel Block, a staff attor-
ney with the National Housing 
Law Project, a legal and advo-
cacy organization, called the 
Social Security number que-
ry “a gigantic problem” that 
could deter some applications.

“That is still off-putting for a 
lot of people who are non-cit-
izens, who have gone through 
— especially over the last 
few years — absolute terror,” 
Block said. “Even being asked 
that and not knowing where 
your information is going and 
not knowing that there’s going 
to be immigration consequenc-
es is very, very scary.”

Evers administration offi-
cials say they have no inten-
tion of discouraging any appli-
cants.

Molly Dillman Vidal, a 
Department of Administra-
tion spokesperson, said her 
department is working with 
WISCAP agencies to “ensure 
a uniform message is provided 
to applicants regarding the fact 
that undocumented persons are 
not required to provide (Social 
Security numbers) to apply for 
WERA.”

Paul told Wisconsin Watch 
that the state is contracting 
United Migrant Opportunity 
Services, a WISCAP member 
that provides a variety of ser-
vices to Wisconsin’s migrant 
and seasonal workers and 
other diverse populations, to 
provide outreach around rental 
assistance. 

But with April rent bills 
looming, UMOS had not re-
ceived a contract as of March 
23, according to an UMOS 
spokesperson who described 
the group’s outreach plans. 

“We are aware that the 
state’s existing forms are used 
for multiple purposes and asks 
for Social Security informa-
tion,” the spokesperson said 
in an email. “UMOS staff will 
share with families that they 
do not need a Social Security 
number to apply.”

Immigration 
status not factor 

In approving its second 
round of pandemic stimulus 
in December, Congress ear-
marked $25 billion for state 
and local rent aid — a lifeline 
for renters and landlords as 
COVID-19 worsened housing 
hardships. 

In Wisconsin alone, renters 
last year faced an estimated 
rent shortfall of $139 mil-
lion to $260 million, and up 
to 260,000 households are at 
risk of eviction, according to 
an analysis of census data by 
Stout Risius Ross LLC, an in-
ternational consulting and in-
vestment banking firm.

Immigrants without Social 
Security numbers are par-
ticularly vulnerable during 
the pandemic, because they 
qualify for so few benefits 
programs. In Wisconsin and 
other states, they can’t access 
health care through Medicaid, 
nor can they draw state food 
or unemployment assistance. 
Federal pandemic stimulus 
checks, too, only go to those 
with Social Security numbers.

 But Congress in Decem-
ber left rental relief open to 
non-citizens, and neither states 
nor local governments may 
impose their own immigration 
restrictions in lieu of the fed-
eral government, according 
to a National Housing Law 
Project fact sheet published in 
February. In December, a fed-
eral judge ruled that the city 
of Phoenix could not exclude 
“unqualified aliens” from its 
federally funded emergency 
rent, mortgage and utility pro-
gram. 

‘Critically important’ 
program 

Congress sent nearly $387 
million in rental aid to Wis-
consin. Evers has funneled 
most of the funds into WERA, 
which he announced on Feb. 
25.

“While we continue work-
ing to get vaccines distributed 
and shots in arms as soon as 
we have supply, these funds 
will be critically important, 
providing families the stabil-
ity and support they need to 
get through this pandemic,” he 
said at the time. 

Applicants must demon-
strate a risk of experiencing 
housing instability, have lost 
income due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and earn a house-
hold income no higher than 
80% of their county’s median 
income.

A previous initiative — the 
far smaller Wisconsin Rental 
Assistance Program — distrib-
uted about $28 million in fed-
eral aid from June to Novem-
ber 2020 through WISCAP 
organizations. That program 

• Relief   (Continued from page 5)

WILL CIOCI/WISCONSIN WATCH Brodhead Independent-Register

 The federal government in early 2021 sent nearly 
$387 million in emergency rental aid to Wisconsin — a 
portion of $25 billion Congress earmarked nationwide 
to stave off evictions related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Gov. Tony Evers funneled most of the state’s federal aid 
into the Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance pro-
gram. These rental properties are seen in Madison late 
last month.

See MORE RELIEF, Back Page 
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CLASSIFIED    7

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

Don’t wait!
Call today to place your classified 

ads with the Rock Valley Publishing 
newspapers. Call 608-897-2193.

for more details on
placing an ad in our

REAL ESTATE SECTION
Call Joyce at
608-897-2193

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  for 
 rent

 transportation

Sales/Marketing

 for 
 sale

 business & service

v v v v v v

Kuhn North America, Inc. in Brodhead, WI is a global 
leader in the agricultural machinery industry!

 

** We’ll Train You for Assembler, Fabricator and 
Prepper positions **

Assembly (1st & 2nd Shift) – The position involves assembly and installation of sub-
assemblies, parts and options on unit shells.  The position requires a mechanical aptitude, the 
ability to operate a forklift and power tools, interpret blueprints and measuring devices, and 
perform basic math functions. 

Fabrication (1st, 2nd & 4th Shift) – Seeking operators of fabrication equipment including 
shear, brake press, punch press, saw and NC backgauge. The position requires the ability 
to read blueprints, complete fabrication measurements, operate forklift, overhead crane, and 
sheet lifters. Experience operating fabrication equipment is preferred.

Paint Prep (1st & 2nd Shift) – This general labor position involves preparation of the unit for 
the paint process; power washing, scraping, sanding, and material handling. The ability to use 
basic hand tools is required, with occasional forklift operation. 

Material Handler (1st, 2nd & 4th Shift) – Seeking individuals with forklift experience to 
transport of required cell components from receiving, warehouses & department staging areas. 
Individual is required to read basic blueprints, maintain and complete accurate documentation 
& inventory. Ability to use computer warehouse receiving and inventory systems is preferred.

Parts Distribution Warehouse (1st [5-8 hr.] & 2nd Shift, and Part-time 2nd Shift) – 
The position involves receiving, picking, packing and shipping service/repair parts. A basic 
understanding of parts inventory, keyboarding, and basic math skills, ability to operate a forklift 
/ work assist vehicle, ability to work from heights, and frequently lift/move up to 35 lbs. is 
required. Ag/Farm equipment knowledge is a plus. The successful candidate must possess 
effective verbal and written communications skills.

CNC Machinist (1st, 2nd & 4th Shift) – The position requires set up and operation of 
machining equipment including various drill presses, manual/CNC lathes and mills. The 
position requires the ability to operate measuring and material handling equipment, read 
blueprints and perform basic math functions. A vocational diploma in machine tool and 
production machining experience is preferred.

Welder (1st, 2nd & 4th Shift) – Seeking skilled welders to weld unit shells, sub-assemblies 
and components. A vocational diploma in welding or a minimum of two years production 
welding experience is required. Experience in GMAW and flux cored arc welding, blue print 
reading and operating material handling equipment is preferred.

Visit our website at www.kuhn-usa.com to view other manufacturing 
and professional employment opportunities!

Manufacturing production shift schedules are: first shift runs M- Th 5:00 AM – 3:00 PM and 
second shift runs M – Th, 3:30 PM – 1:30 AM: fourth shift runs F-Su 5:00 AM – 5:00 PM. A high 
school diploma or GED is required for any position. We offer a competitive wage and complete 
benefit package (health, life, dental, and disability insurance, paid vacations and holidays, 
401(k), and tuition reimbursement) for full-time positions. Pre-employment drug screening is 
required. Complete application at: 

Kuhn North America, Inc.
1501 West Seventh Avenue, Brodhead, WI 53520

393424

Monroe, WI ColonyBrands.com

MUST BE 
16 YEARS OLD

& Affiliates 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday

8am-4:30pm

ONGOING
SOCIAL DISTANCING
PRACTICES IN PLACE

ALL
SHIFTS

Now Conducting
PHONE INTERVIEWS!

or
VISIT

50

100

+

+
Immediate

Summ�
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Apply
Today!

392962

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Misc Services
BECOME A PUBLISHED Au-
thor. We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920. Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-888-612-0710 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/nnwi

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-480-6097 
www.dental50plus.com/nnwi 
#6258

GENERAC STANDBY GENER-
ATORS provide backup power 
during utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-888-355-
6955

Other Services 
Offered

HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

Apartments
MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park 
Drive, Clinton. One bedroom 
apartment, includes stove, re-
frigerator, all utilities, laundry 
room, locked lobby and parking. 
You pay 30% of income for rent. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 608-
676-4278.

Automobiles
1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New 
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110 
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2006 SATURN ION 200K mi., 
very clean. $1,000 815-979-8794

2007 FORD 500 LIMITED 101K,  
Best offer. 262-989-4112

2007 MERCEDES BENZ R350 
134,000 mi., new tires & battery, 
clean, runs good. $7,500 OBO 
Stephanie  815-319-0555

2008 SATURN AURA 136,000 
mi., very clean. Gramma’s car. 
$5,500 262-857-2939

2010 FORD FLEX 117K, excel-
lent condition, all options, elderly 
owned. $8,900. 773-401-0208.

CORVETTE  COUPE 1989 Blk/
Blk, low miles, ga. kept. $7,500 
firm. 262-749-0356

Boats
1996 PRO CRAFT V180 COM-
BO W/TRAILER 18ft. fiberglass 
boat. 150hp Mariner, 10” depth 
finder w/side imaging, 60lb 
thrust. 24 volt autopilot trolling 
motor, 2 live wells, great shape, 
some scratches in fiberglass. 
$6,500 OBO. 815-979-0793.

BOAT, MOTOR & TRAILER 
14’ Alumacraft, 9.9 Evinrude, 
Metzger trailer w/new wheels, 
$1400 262-930-9109.

Campers and RVs
2019 JAYCO CAMPER Excel-
lent condition. All specs can be 
found online google, 2019 Jay 
Flight 32BHDS. $28,500. Text 
262-210-4908.

2020 COACHMAN CATALINA 
Legacy Edition 30 footer. Used 
once, excellent cond. $22,000 
OBO Call or text 414-791-1277

Farm Machinery
47 FARMAL CUB, wheel 
weights, plow, cultivator & rear 
pulley. $2,500. 262-534-6287.

52 CASE DC, good metal, tires, 
Eagle hitch top link. $1,500. 262-
534-6287.

Motorcycles
2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Ultra classic, loaded, best of 
everything, custom paint, low 
mi., $30,000 invested, asking 
$10,500 OBO. 262-930-4618.

Trucks & Trailers
2017 MERCEDES BENZ CAR-
GO VAN Excel., condition, Hi-
top, 2500 series, many extras. 
$29,500 OBO Call Rich 630-742-
4730

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Wanted to Buy
FREON WANTED:  We pay $$$ 
for cylinders and cans. R12 R500 
R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-
291-9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com
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Struggling to pay rent? 
Here’s how to get help

By Vanessa Swales
WISCONSIN WATCH

Gov. Tony Evers in February launched 
the Wisconsin Emergency Rental Assistance 
program, which aims to distribute $322 
million in federal stimulus funds to 
struggling renters statewide. Qualifying 
Wisconsin residents can receive up to a year 
of help paying current or overdue rent or 
utility bills.

Here is what renters should know. 

Who is eligible?
At least one person in a household must 

meet the these criteria: 
• Qualifies for unemployment or has 

lost income, incurred significant costs or 
experienced financial hardship due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic

• Shows a risk of experiencing 
homelessness or housing instability

• Has a household income at or below 
80% of their county’s median income. 
Unemployment compensation counts as 
income. 

• Is a resident of Wisconsin but does not 
need to be a U.S. citizen.

How much aid is available? 
WERA has no cap on assistance. It offers 

help paying current or past rent or utility bills 
dating back to March 13, 2020. The program 
offers up to 12 months of assistance, plus an 
extra three months — if funds are available 
and they are necessary to ensure housing 
stability. 

Where do I apply?
The Wisconsin Community Action 

Program Association coordinates the 
program through its member agencies. 
Most agencies offer online applications, but 
some instruct applicants to send an email 
requesting a WERA application. Apply at the 
agency that serves your county, as outlined 
below: 

• Community Action Inc., serving Rock 
and Walworth counties;

• Southwestern Community Action 
Program, serving Grant, Green, Iowa, 
Lafayette and Richland counties; 

What does the application process 
look like? 

Instructions vary between agencies. 
Most agencies will ask you to first apply 
for the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance 
Program, whose application serves as 
an intake form for rental assistance. 
Applications may be taken by phone or 
email. Renters and landlords must submit 
and sign a renter verification form. Landlords 
must also register as a vendor in Wisconsin’s 
Home Energy Plus system to be paid. 
Renters must also provide these documents:

• Proof that COVID-19 impacted your 
household income 

• Proof that your household income over 
the previous month was no more than 80% 
of the county median income — or 2020 IRS 
tax records

• A current lease, agreement, or proof 
(such as check payments) that the applicant 
resides in Wisconsin

Agency staff determines eligibility and 
will call, email or text updates.  

How long will it take to get a 
payment? 

According to WISCAP, 10 days or less.

Can I still get evicted by my landlord 
while my application is being 
processed? 

A pending WERA application can’t 
legally stop an eviction. But landlords must 
agree not to initiate an eviction during the 
period in which they are receiving WERA 
payments, according to WISCAP. 

Will my data be protected?
WISCAP says all client data are 

confidential and never shared.

What if I’m undocumented, a 
noncitizen or have no Social Security 
number?

WERA funds come from the federal 
government, and Congress left eligibility 
open to non-citizens — including those 
who lack Social Security numbers or are 
undocumented. Neither states nor local 
governments may impose their own 
immigration restrictions in lieu of the 
federal government, according to a National 
Housing Law Project fact sheet.

Wisconsin residents can apply for 
WERA as long as they meet income-
related requirements. Some WERA intake 
documents ask for Social Security numbers, 
but program officials say applicants can 
leave that section blank. 

Applicants will not be asked about their 
immigration status at any point during the 
process.

Accepting rental assistance should not 
harm an immigrant’s application for legal 
status under the concept of the “public 
charge,” legal experts say.

What other programs help 
undocumented residents? 

Some community groups are offering 
additional support for undocumented 
immigrants.

Groups in Dane County, for instance, 
launched the Latino Consortium for Action 
Emergency Relief Fund, which helps 
undocumented Latinx workers and small 
immigrant-owned businesses. 

Voces de la Frontera and the Racine 
Interfaith Coalition distribute funds 
for undocumented workers affected by 
COVID-19 in Racine and statewide.
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• More relief   (Continued from page 6)

barred unauthorized immigrants 
or others without Social Secu-
rity numbers. Some agencies 
last year struggled to meet high 
demands for rental help, partic-
ularly Milwaukee’s Social De-
velopment Commission, which 
saw application backlogs in the 
thousands.  

WERA does not cover some 
larger communities, which run 
their own federally funded pro-
grams. Those include Brown, 
Dane, Milwaukee and Wauke-
sha counties and the cities of 
Madison and Milwaukee.

The program has distributed 
more than $7 million in aid as 
of March 19, according to Paul. 
Community Action Inc., which 
services Rock and Walworth 
counties, has delivered the most 
assistance — more than $1 mil-
lion.   

Social Security question 
lingers 

Agencies across Wisconsin 
as of March 24 continued to ask 
for Social Security numbers at 
some point in the application 
process — even though they 
are not required for rental assis-
tance. 

Newcap, which serves nine 
counties in northern Wisconsin, 
initially required a Social Secu-
rity number on its intake form, 
but a recent update allows appli-
cants to skip that field. 

“NO Social Security Num-
ber is required to apply for or 
receive assistance,” its website 
now says.

Wisconsin Watch found 
discrepancies between Lake-
shore CAP’s English and Span-
ish-language intake questions. 
The Spanish version of the form 
asked renters questions about 
income and their rental agree-
ment that did not appear in the 
English-language equivalent. 
That agency serves Door, Ke-
waunee, Manitowoc and She-
boygan counties.

Colleen Homb, the group’s 
executive director, said the 
forms would be updated to 
match. 

Most of the agencies pre-
screen WERA applicants by 
asking them to first fill out an 
application for state energy 
and weatherization assistance, 
which is also used to determine 
eligibility for other services. 
The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program form asks 
applicants to share photo identi-
fication and the Social Security 
numbers of every household 
member. 

“I understand I am responsi-
ble for reporting the names of 
all persons living at my address 
and the Social Security number 
and income of all persons in my 
household,” that application 
says. “Collection of Social Se-
curity number is not prohibited 
by federal law and is a required 
data element for tracking ap-
plicant benefits granted by this 
program.”

Nearly 116,000 Wiscon-
sinites lived with at least one 
undocumented family member 
between 2010 and 2014, ac-
cording to an analysis from the 
Center for American Progress, 
a liberal-leaning think tank in 
Washington, D.C. That tally 
included nearly 56,000 U.S. cit-
izens.

Wendy Schneider, of Central 
Wisconsin Community Action 
Council, said that applicants 
without Social Security num-
bers must first apply and be 
denied for energy assistance be-
fore receiving rental help.

Paul said that rental aid ap-
plicants who do not qualify for 
energy assistance — if they lack 
a Social Security number, for in-
stance — should specify on the 
form that they seek only rental 
aid. 

He said a state hotline also 
offers help: 833-900-9372, the 
number for Energy Services Inc.

When a reporter called on 
March 5, a hotline operator 
lacked advice for non-citizen 
applicants.  

“I don’t know exactly how 
they do,” the operator said. “I’m 
here to take people’s informa-
tion to make sure they have en-

ergy assistance.”  
Energy Services, Inc. did not 

respond to additional calls and 
emails for comment.

Dillman Vidal, of the Depart-
ment of Administration, said 
WISCAP agencies can choose 
whether to use the state energy 
assistance form to collect rental 
applicants’ information, but us-
ing it boosts efficiency.

Emails between Department 
of Administration officials and 
a group of translators show that 
WERA administrators con-
templated adding a question to 
Spanish and Hmong-language 
FAQs that translates to: “Are 
the following immigrant fam-
ilies eligible?: Legal residents, 
but non-citizens, or undocu-
mented families?” 

The draft answer specified 
that eligible renters must be 
Wisconsin residents, but it did 
not answer the question of U.S. 
citizenship.

A Hmong version of an FAQ 
with that language appears on 
Community Action Inc’s web-
site. Wisconsin Watch could not 
find it on other websites. 

‘A lot of confusion and 
disorganization’

Outside of WERA, Commu-
nity Advocates, which delivers 
federal rental assistance to Mil-
waukee and Waukesha coun-
ties, collects applicant informa-
tion on a form it uses to process 
applications for a host of bene-
fits programs it administers — 
including other programs with 
more stringent requirements. 
That form includes a space for 
filling in Social Security num-
bers, but it can be skipped.  

“Because we understand 
there might still be hesitation 
or mistrust, as a best practice, 
we have built relationships with 
organizations who serve immi-
grants and refugees to facilitate 
the rent assistance application 
process in partnership with us,” 
said Deb Heffner, the group’s 
housing strategy director.

Block, of the National Hous-
ing Law Project, said state and 
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 Wisconsin renters last year faced an estimated rent shortfall of $139 million to 
$260 million, placing up to 260,000 households at risk of eviction, according to one 
analysis. These rental properties are seen in downtown Madison late last month. 

local governments nationwide 
face “an absolutely enormous 
administrative challenge” in dis-
tributing so much housing aid.  

And while states such as 
Washington make clear in their 
materials that undocumented 
residents can qualify for rental 
assistance, Block said, several 

states do not.
“They’re understandably 

on a very fast timeline,” Block 
said. “There’s a lot of confusion 
and disorganization involved in 
this.”  

Wisconsin Watch (wisconsin 
watch.org) collaborates with 
WPR, PBS Wisconsin, other 

news media and the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison School 
of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication. All works created, 
published, posted or dissemi-
nated by Wisconsin Watch do 
not necessarily reflect the views 
or opinions of UW-Madison or 
Rock Valley Publishing.


	BROD 4.7.21_Pg1_PERMIT
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg2
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg3
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg4
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg5
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg6
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg7
	BROD 4.7.21_Pg8

