
What is a food shed, and why should we gather 
to talk about it where we live – frequently?
 We’re thirsty. We’re 
hungry. We feel what our 
bodies need, and we act.
 In today’s world, that 
means we reach out for 
whatever quenches our thirst 
and satisfies our hunger. We 
reach out to either a global 
or a local food shed.
 Geographic boundaries 
and people who live 
within our region make 
that flow of food from 
fields to plates easy or 
difficult. Collectively and 
individually, we do that 
when our money flows 
away to enrich someone we 
cannot see or stays in the 
local economy.
 Most of us don’t think 
about any of this much.
 Mass-produced food 
spreads out across the globe. 

It provides people – who can 
afford it – cheap, abundant 
food, whenever they want or 
need.
 As long as there’s no 
economic disruption, this 
global food shed seems to 
protect consumers from 
hunger. It also seems to 
make protecting local 
watersheds seem a separate 
matter.
 Increasingly and 
especially in the United 
States, food sheds have 

become global. One-third 
to half of many types of 
foods eaten in the United 
States now come from other 
countries.
 Farmers grow these 
foods in distant lands. 
Corporations and businesses 
transport these foods 
thousands of miles by sea 
and air every day.
 Almost everyone in 
our nation has witnessed 
since March 2020 how 
vulnerable the global 
food shed has made us. 
We saw shortages, delays, 
and scarcities hit local 
communities as a pandemic 
expanded. Economic shock 
and supply chain disruption 
subsequently spread 
everywhere.
 Food sheds today rely 

heavily on nonrenewable 
sources of energy for 
transportation, refrigeration, 
and just-in-time delivery 
from warehouses to area 
store chains.
 It wasn’t always like this.
 History gives us plenty 
of examples of people and 
cultures whose food sheds 
were local and intertwined 
with the populations’ 
watersheds.
 Natural boundaries 
defined food sheds for 
individual settlements within 
their distinct watersheds.
 A watershed is a mappable 
region, draining from slopes, 
natural features and terrain. 
Its area forms a local supply 
of water to everything that is 
alive there – soil life, plants, 
birds, animals, and people.

 The watershed quenches 
thirst of all life within the 
local food shed.
 Natural features, native 
vegetative species, and 
topographical characteristics 
make up a watershed. They 
historically have supplied, 
held, filtered, and protected 
each place’s water.
 Benefits of local food 
sheds within protected 
watersheds include 
availability of fresher foods 
that keep food dollars 
circulating in a local 
economy. This reduces 
resources used in food 
packaging and transport. 
It reduces emissions and 
combats climate change.
 Local consumers can 
help local producers nurture 
positive relationships of 

food production and water. 
They can help each other 
effectively control solid 
waste disposal issues, too.
 Connecting in 
conversation about these 
relationships of water 
and food sheds can make 
sustainability happen.
 It can ensure that when 
we’re thirsty and hungry, no 
matter what happens around 
the global economy, what 
we need where we live is a 
shed of safety and security.
 Tony Ends has worked 
variously in newspaper, 
applied research, rural 
advocacy, and Community 
Supported Agriculture since 
completing a master’s in 
journalism in 1980. He now 
writes and edits for a federal 
agency.
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Thoughts from Scotch Hill

Exploring country art through photos
Patty Van Stone puts her heart into a photographic journal of Rock County barn quilts
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 Patty Van Stone is the creative mind behind Barn 
Quilts Photo Journal that she complied in 2022. Her 
love for barn quilts prompted her to explore the area and 
learn the history of them with the 28 families featured in 
the photo book.

SUBMITTED IMAGE Brodhead Independent Register

 The photo journal covers barn quilts located all over in Clinton, Beloit, and Janes-
ville. It can be purchased directly from Van Stone for those that are interested.

By Amy Cushing
STAFF WRITER

Ten years ago, Patty Van 
Stone moved to Clinton and 
discovered something beau-
tiful on the way: barn quilts.

She spotted the quilts all 
around the area and decided 
to learn more about them, 
driving around the Evans-
ville area by following a list-
ing she found online.

When she realized they 
were more widespread than 
she realized, she expanded 
her barn quilt tour to places 
like Shawano, growing her 
love for the folk art even 
more in the process.
 “(I) thought it was so 
‘country’ and I’m deep down 
a county girl, inside and 
out,” Van Stone said. “But 
something told me there was 
more to the story behind the 
designs and homesteads they 
were hanging on. 
 “I mentioned to my lady 
friends in the Clinton Gar-
den Club that I would like 
to do a photo book on barn 
quilts and feature the story 
behind each one,” she said. 
“Little did I know that some 
of the gals had a barn quilt 
on their property and knew 
many others that did, too.
 Within days, Van Stone 
was given a list of names 
and addresses to contact and 
see if there was any interest 
in participating in her proj-
ect.
 Rock County has only 
been on the barn quilt band-
wagon within the past 15 
years, but it’s something 
that’s been taking place 
much longer in other plac-
es around the country. It’s a 
phenomenon that still grow-
ing.
 Van Stone sent out rough-
ly 65 letters and eventually 
had 35 families around Clin-
ton, Beloit and Janesville 

wanting to take part in her 
project. She then set about 
interviewing the barn quilt 
owners and taking photos.
 By the fall of 2022, she 
had 28 participants photo-
graphed and documented.
 “I had decided the cover 
of the book was going to be 
a 36-square quilt and each 
square would contain a dif-
ferent barn quilt,” Van Stone 
explained. “I was able to fill 
all 36 spaces because some 
of the families had more 
than one barn quilt on their 
property. The project came 
together better than I ever 
expected.”
 By the end of October, she 
was set to print, self-publish-

ing her book through Shut-
terfly. Van Stone’s goal was 
to keep the cost of the book 
as low as possible, and add 
in to the cost of the book a 
donation to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.
 Thanks to Shutterfly’s 
bulk book printing option, it 
was easy for her to accom-
plish.
 Once she had about 30 
copies, she met with many 
of the families she had in-
terviewed for the book to 
see if they were interested in 
their own copy. But much to 
her surprise – and delight – 
many of them wanted multi-
ple copies, to keep and give 
away.

 To date, Van Stone has 
sold more than 80 copies of 
her barn quilt book, and has 
raised an impressive $800 
for the Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation. Every time she gets a 
chance to show it off, inter-
est in the book continues to 
grow.
 “I wanted to meet the 
families and learn why they 
designed their barn quilt. 
Such as… did it have special 

meaning to their family and 
heritage,” she explained.
 But when asked if she 
could pick a favorite quilt 
from her book, it wasn’t pos-
sible. 
 “I actually can’t pick a 
favorite, because the people 
I met have all become very 
special to me. They willing-
ly shared their personal story 
and allowed me to complete 
this project. I couldn’t have 

done it without all of them.”
 As a quilter herself, Van 
Stone stated she would love 
to expand her project to in-
clude more that she hasn’t 
yet featured in other Wis-
consin counties. Many have 
tourism attractions designed 
around their barn quilts and 
she feels that having them 
complied into a book like  

See BARN QUILTS, Page 3
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KATHLEEN HANSON
 Kathleen “Kathy” Valerie 
Hanson, age 87, passed away 
peacefully on June 26, 2023 
surrounded by family. 
 She was born July 7, 1935 
in Janesville to Howard and 
Pauline Whitmore (Wells). 
She married David A. Hanson 
on June 20, 1953 in Footville. 
David preceded her in death in 
2011.
 Kathy loved her family and 
enjoyed every minute spent 
with them. She enjoyed travel-
ing with her husband Dave and 
spending over 40 years on their 
farm. She loved spending time 
with their many friends and 
family dancing, playing cards, 
and dining out.

 B e s i d e s 
being a 
homemaker 
and a great 
cook, Kathy 
worked as a 
seamstress 
for much of 
her life, most 
recently at 

Tree Enterprises in Janesville. 
She treasured her family and 
friends. She always brought her 
beautiful smile and positive dis-
position to every gathering. She 
especially loved her role as a 
mother and grandmother to her 
three children, 12 grandchil-
dren, 26 great-grandchildren, 
and three great-great-grand-
children.

 Kathy is survived by her 
sister Mary Thostenson of 
Beloit; her two sons Randall 
Hanson of Orfordville, Kevin 
(Debbie) Hanson of Baraboo, 
and her daughter Marcy (Larry 
Skilondz) Hanson of Baraboo; 
and 12 grandchildren, Nic Han-
son, Courtney (John) Sigafus, 
Lance (Stefanie) Lannoye, Ka-
tie (Nick) Novinska, Eric (Mi-
chelle) Hanson, Kelly (Derrick) 
Fiez, Lisa (Matt) Bloomquist, 
Dan Hanson, Austin Hanson, 
Shannon Hanson, Nick (Ai-
mee) Steinbrink, and Amanda 
(Orlando) Bourne.
 Kathy was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband David, 
her sister Rosie Conaway, and 
her parents Clifford and Pau-

line Wells.
 Kathy left her family and 
friends with beautiful memo-
ries. As she rises to the heavens 
above, she gets to look down on 
the ones she loves as she dances 
on the clouds with the love of 
her life Dave.
 A celebration of Kathy’s 
life took place on July 1 at DL 
Newcomer Funeral Home, 
1105 E. 9th Ave, Brodhead. 
Visitation was at 10 until 11:30 
a.m. with a funeral service at 
11:30 a.m. Burial will be at 
State Line Cemetery in Rock 
Grove, Ill. (10 miles south of 
Brodhead) followed by the 
reception at Putnam Park in 
Brodhead where food and bev-
erages will be provided.
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MARIBETH STAIR
 Maribeth Stair, 81, of 
Dubuque, Iowa, passed away 
on June 26, 2023, surrounded 
by her loving family.
 Friends and family may 
visit from 10 a.m. to noon on 
Friday, July 7 at Lord of Love 
Lutheran Church, 219 Summit 
Street in Galena, Ill. A funeral 
service will follow immediate-
ly after the visitation beginning 
at noon. Private family burial 
will be at Greenwood Ceme-
tery in Brodhead at a later date. 
Leonard Funeral Home and 
Crematory, Dubuque, Iowa is 
assisting the family.
 Maribeth was born on March 
22, 1942, in Janesville, daugh-
ter of Clinton C. and Pearl E. 
(Norman) Erickson. She grad-
uated from Brodhead High 
School. On Jan. 29, 1966, she 
was united in marriage to Ste-
phen J. Stair. He preceded 
her in death in July 2006. She 
worked at Universal Foods 
in Brodhead before opening 
Stair’s Food Center in Gale-
na, Ill., operating from 1977 
to 1995. She was a member of 
the VFW Women’s Auxillary, 
Galena Historical Society, Fort 
Nightly, and Beading Club.
 As a member of the Galena 
Golf Club, Maribeth was an 
avid golfer and enjoyed play-
ing in the ladies league, with 
her family and special golf club 
events.  In addition, she also en-
joyed, traveling, bowling, play-
ing cards, especially Bridge. 
She was a loving mother, 

grandmother, 
great-grand-
mother, sis-
ter, aunt and 
friend and 
she above all 
loved spend-
ing time with 
her family 
and friends.

 Maribeth is survived by her 
two sons Chris (Cindy) Stair of 
Elburn, Ill., their children Alys-
sa and Bryce, and Justin (Tina) 
Stair of Dubuque, Iowa, their 
children Taylor (fiancé Micae-
la), Austin (girlfriend Savanna), 
and Brody Stair, great-grand-
daughter Thea James and 
great-grandson Granger Lee, 
sister Naomi Gourley of Santa 
Monica, Calif., two sisters-in-
law Judy Erickson of Brodhead 
and Jean Erickson of Midlo-
thian, Texas, as well as many 
nieces and nephews.
 She was preceded in death 
by her husband Stephen, par-
ents Clinton and Pearl, son 
Matthew in 1967, and two 
brothers Curtis Erickson and 
Terry Erickson.
 In lieu of flowers, please 
donate in Maribeth’s name to 
Hospice of Dubuque.
 The family would like to 
thank Hospice of Dubuque, 
MercyOne of Dubuque, Uni-
versity of Iowa Hospitals and 
Clinics, for their caring support 
through her times of illness 
and family and friends for all 
the love and support for mom 
throughout her life. 

EILEEN ZURFLUH
 Eileen Zurfluh, age 100, of 
Albany passed away on Friday, 
June 23, 2023, at Albany Oaks. 
 She was born the daughter of 
Forrest and Gladys (Peabody) 
Stephenson on March 29, 1923 
in Albany. She graduated from 
Albany High School in 1941. 
Eileen was united in marriage 
to John Zurfluh on June 2, 
1941 in Dubuque, Iowa.
 Eileen farmed with her 
husband until 1985. She was 

a member 
of the Alba-
ny United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church and 
when she 
was younger 
was active 
in the Lions 
Club with 

her husband. She enjoyed 
reading, watching TV, listen-
ing to old-time music, and 
time with her grandchildren.

 Eileen is survived by her 
children Colleen (Gary) 
Brewer of Attica, Diane 
(Ron) Kubly of Brodhead, 
Hans (Patti) Zurfluh of Alba-
ny, Don Zurfluh of Albany, 
and Cindy (Jon) Mauerman 
of Albany; 18 grandchildren 
and 31 great-grandchildren 
with one on the way and five 
great-great-grandchildren (all 
boys).
 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband John, 

and son Lee Zurfluh.
 Funeral services were held 
on June 30, at 11 a.m. at Alba-
ny United Methodist Church 
with Pastor Thomas Moe of-
ficiating. Burial followed at 
Hillcrest Cemetery in Albany. 
A visitation was held the same 
day from 10 a.m. until the 
time of service at the church. 
Shriner Hager Gohlke Funeral 
Home is assisting the family. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at: shriner111.com.

Obituaries

Beloit man arrested in Turtle 
on felony drug charges
 On June 28 at 4:09 p.m., 
a Rock County deputy con-
ducted a traffic stop on a 
2015 black Chrysler 200 on 
East Hart Road near South 
Clinic Road in Turtle Town-
ship. During the traffic stop, 
another Rock County deputy 
utilized his canine partner 
Kamo and obtained probable 
cause to search the vehicle. 
A result of the search yielded 
170 grams of cocaine.
 The driver was Edwin 
C. Ruiz, 33-years-old from 
Beloit. He was arrested for 
possession with intent to de-
liver cocaine (greater than 
40 grams) and maintaining a 
drug vehicle. Ruiz made his 
initial court appearance on 
June 30. 
 Following the arrest, a 
search warrant was draft-
ed for Ruiz’s residence at 
2770 Iva Court #11 in Be-
loit. A Rock County judge 

reviewed and 
signed the 
warrant. Two 
firearms and 
an addition-
al 96 grams 
of cocaine 
were located 
during the 
search.

 The Rock County Sheriff’s 
Office Special Investigations 
Unit was assisted to the in-
vestigation by the Walworth 
County Drug Task Force and 
the United States Drug En-
forcement Administration.
 “Pursuant to the directive 
of the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court as found in Supreme 
Court Rule 20:3.6, Trial 
Publicity, you are advised 
that a charge is merely an 
accusation and that a de-
fendant is presumed inno-
cent until and unless proven 
guilty.”

ADRC offers health 
and wellness class
Graduates of program starting July 11 

have a reduced rate of falls
 The ADRC of Rock Coun-
ty, in partnership with SSM 
Health Systems of Janesville, 
is pleased to offer Stepping 
On, their most popular health 
and wellness class for those 
ages 60 and older starting 
July 11.
 Stepping On is a sev-
en-week workshop proven 
to help participants prevent 
falls. The classes will include 
strength and balance exercis-
es, home safety check sug-
gestions, expert guest speak-
ers, and a medication review. 
The workshop is for people 
who have fallen and for peo-
ple who fear falling.
 A Stepping On workshop 
will be held on seven Tues-
day mornings from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. at SSM Health 

in Janesville from July 11 to 
Aug. 29 (no class on Aug. 
15). A suggested donation 
of $15 is asked to cover the 
cost of class materials. Space 
is limited to 12 to 14 partici-
pants.
 For questions, or to regis-
ter by July 7, call the ADRC 
of Rock County at: 608-757-
5309 or email: Lisa.messer@
co.rock.wi.us
 The program was devel-
oped by Dr. Lindy Clemson 
of Sydney, Australia, to help 
older adults learn ways to 
prevent falls. It was brought 
to the United States by Dr. 
Jane Mahoney, Executive Di-
rector of the Wisconsin Insti-
tute for Healthy Aging, with 
funding from the CDC and 
other partners.

Edwin C. Ruiz
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ADAMS
Since 1941

• Roofing  • Siding
• Insulation

800-887-3385
Janesville, WI 39
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800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Featuring:

Farm, Horse, Homes & Cabins, Commercial, Suburban, Unique

Get started at ClearyBuilding.com
• Explore building designs                                                                                                                        
   from simple to spectacular
• Financing available
• Proven reliability since 1978
• Debt-free, your money is safe
• Customized, in-house Engineering                                                                                                
   and manufacturing to suit your needs
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Oregon, IL
815-732-9101
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RW A T E
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Is service or installation 
TODAY soon enough?

SERVICE CALL

SPECIAL $39.95

Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 OFF
any water conditioner or iron filter!

EXPIRES 9/6/23. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE.
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1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE

440315

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Check Out Our Large 
Selection of Summer Sandals!

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Stop In During The Green County Fair

399371

• Barn quilts   (Continued from front page)

hers could help promote their 
tourism even more, as well as 
providing people in those areas 
with family heirlooms.
 As for fundraising for the 
Alzheimer’s Association, it’s 
a charity that is dear to Van 
Stone’s heart. She has been rais-
ing money for them for 15 years 
now in memory of her mother 
and grandmother. But her barn 
quilt book was a way to put a 
different spin on fundraising and 
combine it with her love of pho-
tography.
 “Combining both of these 
things has really been fun,” she 
said, “and keeps me doing new 
and creative things with my tal-
ent.”
 Patty’s Barn Quilts Photo 
Journal book can only be pur-
chased directly through her, for 
those that are interested. Find 
out more information on Face-
book by searching “Barn quilt 
photo book 2022,” or by writ-
ing her at 125 Milwaukee Rd., 
Clinton, WI 53525, calling 608-
553-1048 or emailing littledyna-
mo333@gmail.com.

Alzheimer’s Walks
 Van Stone takes part in Alz-
heimer’s Association walks 
every year, and would like 
to spread the word about her 
group’s fundraising for it and for 
the charity in general. Locally, 
there are both Rock County and 
Walworth County walks, though 
her group currently only does 
the Walworth County event.

 “I have done this event for 
the past nine years,” she proud-
ly shares, “(and) before that I 
lived in Viroqua and walked and 
fundraised for the Coulee Re-
gion.”
 If you would like to donate 

to her group for their walk, visit 
alz.org/wi, click “get involved”, 
participate in an event, walk to 
end alzheimer’s, find a team, 
enter “Little Dynamo’s” as team 
name, search and then select 
Van Stone.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Walworth County  

2023 Walk to End Alzheimer’s

 WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 16
 WHERE: Library Park, 918 W. Main 
Street, Lake Geneva
 TIME: The event opens at 8:30 a.m., 
ceremony starts at 9:40 a.m., the walk 
begins at 10 a.m.
 ROUTE LENGTH: 1 mile or 3.2 miles
 MORE INFORMATION: For more 
information, visit alz.org/wi, click “get 
involved”, participate in an event, walk 
to end alzheimer’s, find your walk, enter 
the zip code 53147 and choose Lake 
Geneva’s event. Donations can also be 
mailed to:
 Alzheimer’s Association, Walworth Co.
 7900 West 78th Street, Suite 100
 Minneapolis, MN 55439
 CONTACT: Coordinator Rachel 
Skowronski, 414-775-7597, 
rlskowronski@alz.org

Rock County  
2023 Walk to End Alzheimer’s

 WHEN: Saturday, Sept. 23
 WHERE: Palmer Park, 2501 Palmer 
Drive, Janesville
 TIME: The event opens at 8:30 a.m., 
opening ceremony starts at 10 a.m., 
the walk begins at 10:15 a.m.
 ROUTE LENGTH: 2 miles
 MORE INFORMATION: For more 
information, visit alz.org/wi, click “get 
involved”, participate in an event, walk to 
end alzheimer’s, find your walk, enter the 
zip code 53545 and choose Janesville’s 
event. Donations can also be mailed to:
 Alzheimer’s Association: Rock 
County WI Walk
 7900 West 78th Street, Suite 100
 Minneapolis, MN 55439
 CONTACT: Hanna Van, 608-203-8500 
ext. 8003, hevan@alz.org

SUBMITTED PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Patty Van Stone decided to also dedicate her photo 
book to fundraising money for the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. The charity is dear to her and she does it to honor 
her mother (at left) and grandmother (at right).

 The Cobblestone House in Clinton, 
one of the featured places in Patty’s 
photo book, is home to a barn quilt 
called “Crossroads” (also pictured at 
right). The following Clinton Commu-
nity Historical Society members gath-
ered in attendance for the above pho-
to to show off their quilt:  Mary Ann 
Inman, Linda Smith (sitting on bench), 
Don Lee (back, from left), Sidley Knut-
son, Suzanne Dammon, Jeanne Old-
enburg, Susan Gunnink, Karen Old-
enburg, Cheryl Aarud, Tom Larson, 
Vaughn Johnson, Joyce Splan, Ron 
Nortier and Teresa Sommers.
PATTY VAN STONE PHOTOS Brodhead Independent Register

Orfordville Fire/EMS 
fighting for survival
BY THE ORFORDVILLE BOARD 
OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
 The Orfordville Fire Protec-
tion District, which provides 
fire and EMS services to five 
municipalities in southwestern 
Rock County, is at a pivotal 
crossroads that could ultimately 
result in the demise of the Dis-
trict.
 For more than 50 years, the 
Orfordville Fire Protection Dis-
trict has served residents of the 
village of Orfordville, as well as 
residents of the towns of Avon, 
Newark, Plymouth and Spring 
Valley.
 The town of Newark has de-
cided to leave the Orfordville 
District and enter into a service 
agreement with the town of 
Beloit. The exodus of Newark 
will result in a 30% loss of tax 
base for the Orfordville District, 
placing a punitive financial bur-
den on the remaining District 
taxpayers. That financial bur-
den could ultimately cause the 
collapse of the District.
 Failure of the Orfordville 
Fire Protection District would 
leave its roughly 5,500 resi-
dents in serious jeopardy. Ad-
ditionally, the tens of thousands 
of residents being served by 
neighboring departments could 
also be jeopardized, as those 
neighboring departments will 
inevitably be asked to help fill 

the void left by a failed depart-
ment currently tasked with ser-
vicing a 120-square-mile area.
 While it is every municipal-
ity’s right to take the neces-
sary steps to provide the best 
services for its residents, the 
circumstances surrounding 
the proposed Fire/EMS ser-
vice agreement between the 
town of Beloit and the town 
of Newark are puzzling. For 
example, residents of the town 
of Beloit would pay roughly 
three times more for Fire/EMS 
services than residents of the 
town of Newark. Furthermore, 
the amount Newark would be 
asked to pay would only allow 
for the hiring of one additional 
full-time person. Given the call 
volume the town of Beloit is al-
ready tasked with, it’s difficult 
to understand how the hiring of 
just a single additional employ-
ee would allow the town of Be-
loit to answer all of the roughly 
90 calls emanating from New-
ark.

How did they get here?
 In late 2022, in response to 
a rapid and dangerous erosion 
of volunteer personnel, the Or-
fordville Board of Fire Com-
missioners took fast and deci-
sive action to develop a budget 
based on a hybrid model of six 
full-time Fire/EMS profession-

als, supplemented by varying 
levels of part-time personnel, to 
ensure a reliably staffed depart-
ment. This plan required a mas-
sive budget increase of roughly 
300%. Unfortunately, the voters 
of one of the District munici-
palities, the town of Newark, 
rejected the idea.
 For the past several months, 
thanks to the dedication and 
hard work of the staff, the Or-
fordville District has experi-
enced a remarkable turnaround. 
For example, ambulance out-
of-service hours have been re-
duced by more than 80% to just 
5%. However, the current mode 
of heavily relying on a handful 
of dedicated part-time staff is 
not sustainable.
 Thus, the Orfordville Fire 
Protection District continues to 
work toward a hybrid personnel 
model of full-time and part-time 
employees. This model will al-
low the Orfordville District to 
provide the reliable, high-qual-
ity service that is necessary – 
necessary for not only the resi-
dents of the District, but also the 
tens of thousands of residents 
throughout the Western Rock 
County region. Regardless of 
whether they are deliberate or 
inadvertent, any actions that 
undermine the Orfordville Fire 
Protection District put the entire 
region at risk.

University of Wisconsin-
Eau Claire names Juda 
student to Dean’s List
 The University of Wiscon-
sin-Eau Claire extends con-
gratulations to the 2,528 stu-
dents named to the spring 2023 
dean’s list. Their academic per-
formance has been outstanding, 
and they recognize these stu-
dents with pride.
  Congratulations, Blugolds! 
  The Dean’s List eligibility 
criteria can be found online at: 
www.uwec.edu/news/news/
spring-2023-deans-list2-5791/ 
  A student from the area 
who was named to the Dean’s 
List is: 
 
Juda
 • Celina Mendoza, College 
of Nursing and Health Scienc-
es, Eau Claire

Local students graduate 
from Carthage College
 More than 620 students 
graduated from Carthage Col-
lege, completing their degree 
requirements between Febru-
ary and May 2023. The recent 
graduates include these from 
the local area:
 • Erin Engle of Footville 
graduated summa cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Elementary Education.
 • Lauren Hammes of Orford-
ville graduated cum laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Music.
 • Alex McNall of Janesville 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Exercise and 
Sport Science.

 • Lily Stockheimer of Janes-
ville graduated cum laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Exercise and Sport Science.
 • Rachael Thomas of Milton 
graduated summa cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Chemistry.
 • Gabrielle Tifft of Janesville 
graduated magna cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Theatre-Technical Direction.
 The Class of 2023 celebrated 
Commencement at Carthage 
from May 26 to 28. After the 
formal degree conferral on Fri-
day evening, individual gradu-
ates and their guests took part 
in an extended procession and  

College news

See COLLEGE, Page 5
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Wisconsin estimates how much schools 
will get for the next school year
 The Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction released on June 30 an 
estimate of the general school aids each 
public school district will receive for the 
2023-24 school year. 
 General school aids are the largest 
form of state support for Wisconsin 
public schools, offsetting local property 
taxes under state imposed revenue limits. 
Wisconsin statutes require the department 
to publish estimated aid amounts by July 
1 each year. 
 The current estimate is based on 
the biennial budget as passed by the 
Wisconsin State Legislature and pupil 
count data reported by school districts 
to the DPI. The state 2023-25 biennial 
budget is not yet final, and estimated 
amounts are based on budgeted data as 
opposed to audited data. This means the 
estimated amounts are subject to change 
by the time the DPI certifies general 
school aids for 2023-24 based on audited 
data by October 15. 
 Estimated general school aids for 
2023-24 total $5.36 billion, representing 
an increase of 3 percent from last year. 
Payments to districts will increase an 
estimated $160.5 million because of 
two factors: 1) an increase of $154.7 
million per the state budget as passed by 
the Wisconsin State Legislature; and 2) 
the decrease in the required Milwaukee 
Public Schools funding for the Milwaukee 
Parental Choice Program. 
 Of the state’s 421 school districts, 59.6 

percent (251 districts) are estimated to 
receive more general aids than in 2022-
23, while 39 percent of districts (164) 
are estimated to receive less; six districts 
are estimated to have no change in aid 
between the 2022-23 and 2023-24 fiscal 
years. Sixty-one districts are estimated to 
receive the maximum 15 percent decrease 
under the state’s hold harmless aid 
provision. 
 A district’s general aids can increase 
or decrease due to changes in any 
of the three local factors comprising 
Wisconsin’s general equalization aid 
formula – property valuation, enrollment, 
and shared costs – as well as a difference 
in funds available from the state. General 
school aids are distinct from the recent 
investment from various federal stimulus 
efforts intended to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic; these federal funds 
have a spending deadline and will not 
renew after 2024. 
 District aid estimates can be found 
on the department’s School Financial 
Services website in the general aids 
section. Estimates are available as 
“Summary by Alphabet” and “Summary 
by Percent.” The department’s July 1 
aid estimate does not include per pupil 
categorical aid, which will be based on 
student membership from the 2023-24, 
2022-23, and 2021-22 school years (third 
Friday in September count). Per pupil aid 
will be paid in March 2024; under current 
law, it will be paid at $742 per pupil.

Stassi reflects on Parkview’s 2023 baseball season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT
 The once mighty 
Parkview Vikings baseball 
team has struggled to recre-
ate the success they saw in 

the early 2010s. From 2011 
through 2013, the Vikings 
were one of the best teams 
in the Rock Valley Confer-
ence, if not one of the best in 
all of Southern Wisconsin. 

The Vikings haven’t reached 
that same status in the early 
2020s.
 After Covid wiped out the 
2020 season, the Vikings 
went 4-15 in 2021. In 2022, 

the Vikings were just 4-16, 
and in 2023, Parkview fin-
ished with a disappointing 
record of 2-21. For Parkview 
baseball and their head 
coach, Anthony “TJ” Stassi, 
another reset is coming.
 The Vikings graduate 
six seniors from their 2023 
squad, including their only 
All-Conference award win-
ner in Honorable Mention 
infielder, Dayne Butzler. 
“We are losing six seniors 
who all played three years 
and were a good group of 
kids,” Stassi shared, before 
adding that, “All could play 
multiple positions and loved 
the sport.” The Parkview 
coach acknowledged how 
challenging and emotional it 
is to lose a large group like 
that, saying “It is always 
tough losing kids to gradua-
tion as you build such a rela-
tionship with them.”
 Stassi also acknowledged 
that, for Parkview’s stan-
dards, it was another down 
year for the squad. “It was a 
tough year record wise. Not 
what we were hoping for,” 

Stassi shared, explaining 
that, “We need to improve 
our consistency in all areas. 
We need to just play more 
baseball and get more reps, 
fielding, hitting, pitching, et-
cetera.”
 While it was a tough sea-
son in the win’s column, 
the Vikings managed to get 
some solid experience while 
building toward the future. 
“We did have a ton of youth 
get experience,” Stassi said. 
Throughout the year, three 
freshmen got playing time 
at the Varsity level, includ-
ing Aiden Crane and Corbin 
Williams. Four sophomores 
got in on the action as well, 
in Christian Hobon, Mathias 
Trienen, Casey Hume, and 
Easton Hackett. Stassi also 
added that their two juniors, 
Gehrig Grenawalt and Jax-
on Cronin, were “consistent 
players.”
 “We lose a couple of good 
pitchers to graduation, but 
we also were able to get 
some innings for young guys 
to build for the next couple 
of years,” Stassi said, when 

discussing the team’s future. 
“We have a good nucle-
us coming back and some 
soon-to-be sophomores who 
didn’t get playing time who 
will be battling for a starting 
spot, as well as some upcom-
ing freshman,” Parkview’s 
head coach added.
 For now, the Vikings are 
putting in the work in hopes 
of seeing some results in 
next year’s 2024 season. 
“We have a couple players 
playing summer ball and fall 
ball. We will be having open 
gyms starting in the fall, 
with some youth camps,” 
Stassi said. Parkview base-
ball also has three different 
strength and conditioning 
sections that, “We are trying 
to get everyone to attend,” 
Stassi added. The time slots 
for the sessions are 6 to 7 
a.m., 8 to 9:30 a.m., and 
5:30 to 7 p.m., in order to be 
available to anyone.
 Parkview has a long way 
to go if they want to return 
to their former stature. It all 
starts with the work they put 
in off the field.

Friday, July 7
 • Green County Information Technology 
Committee meeting, Green County Govern-
ment Services Building – Lower Level Confer-
ence Room 1, N3152 Hwy 81, Monroe; 5 p.m.

Monday, July 10
 • Green County Zoning and Land Use Com-
mittee meeting, Green County Courthouse – 
County Board Room, 1016 16th Ave., Monroe; 
3 p.m.

Tuesday, July 11
 • Green County Human Services Board 
meeting, Government Services Building – 

Multi-purpose Rooms 2 and 3, N3152 State Rd. 
81, Monroe; 2 p.m.
 • Green County Board of Supervisors meet-
ing, Green County Historical Courthouse, 1016 
16th Ave., Monroe; 7 p.m.

Thursday, July 13
 • Audit sub-committee of the Green County 
Human Services Board meeting, Government 
Services Building – Second Floor Conference 
Room 207, N3152 Hwy 81, Monroe; 7:30 a.m. 
 • Green County Pleasant View Nursing Home 
Board meeting, Pleasant View Nursing Home – 
Administrative Conference Room, N3150 State 
Road 81, Monroe; 3:30 p.m.

Green County meetings
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Albany athletes improving with Comet Elite program
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT
 This summer, the stu-
dent-athletes of Albany have 
been putting in some offsea-
son work thanks to the Com-
et Elite program.
 Albany’s Principal, Stu-
art Ritzert, and their Super-
intendent, Kurt Soderberg, 
have set up the offseason 
training with programming 
from ONEighty Athletics. 
With multiple comprehen-
sive systems of strength 
and conditioning, ONEighty 
Athletics is a sports per-
formance program geared 
towards increasing knowl-
edge and successful sports 
performance strategies. The 
Albany School District, 
along with ONEighty Ath-
letics, and a generous do-
nation from Harvey Kopp, 
have made this offseason 
program available to their 
student-athletes throughout 
the summer.
 Ritzert, who helps to run 
the program, spoke about the 
offseason schedule and the 
opportunities it provides to 
Albany’s athletes. “This pro-
gram is not sport specific; 
however, it has specific lifts 
that are followed to assist in 
overall progress for the stu-
dents participating,” Ritzert 
shared. Currently, Albany 
has three training sessions, 
with the first two geared to-
ward high school students, 
and the third being middle 
school students. The pro-
gram is open to grades sev-
en to twelve and takes place 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays are optional days 
where students can come in 
for an hour and engage in 
some sort of structured phys-
ical activity. One Tuesday, 
the program played volley-
ball with a six-pound medi-
cine ball, teams of five, and 
some modified rules. “It was 
an incredible amount of fun 
and an even better workout. 
The students and the adults 
had a blast participating in 
this activity.” Ritzer said.
 The Comet Elite program 
has provided some impres-
sive results for Albany’s 
athletes. “The results we 
have seen are nothing short 
of amazing,” Ritzer shared, 
adding that, “In the short 
time we have worked with 
these students, the form and 
technique they are demon-
strating has improved tre-

mendously.” Ritzer shared 
that athletes have been able 
to increase weight along the 
way, while getting faster and 
stronger. The expectation is 
that these athletes will be 
more agile and compete at a 
higher level in their respec-
tive sports.
 The program is much more 
than hitting the weight room. 
Ritzer explained, “This pro-
gram has not just been about 
heavy lifting. It’s about ed-
ucating our students about 
how to lift. Seeing seventh 
graders be able to do a hang 
clean with proper form and 
add weight each week has 
been inspiring. It regularly 
comes up in conversation 
with one of our coaches, 
Brandon Olsen, about how 
we wish we would have had 
these same opportunities in 
middle school. These middle 
school students will benefit 
so much by the time they get 
to high school. We won’t be 
teaching them lifts or exer-
cises, but rather dialing in 
form and adding weight to 
get stronger and faster.”
 It took a group effort to 
make Comet Elite possible. 
From the Superintendent 
to the principal, to Harvey 
Kopp, and some students 
who took advantage of the 
opportunity early in the pro-
cess. Ritzer spoke about how 
the dream came to life, with 
some help along the way. 
“This process started back in 
the fall.” Ritzer shared, add-
ing “When I started in the 
district, we had this amaz-
ing facility that wasn’t being 
used regularly. Harvey Kopp 
made an incredibly large and 
generous donation to get the 
weight room up to where it 
is today. Yet, it was essen-
tially not being utilized after 
school.” The donation made 
by Kopp was $72,000 and 
helped Albany build a state-
of-the-art facility.
 “After some discussion 
with our Superintendent, 
Kurt Soderburg, I started 
opening up the weight room 
on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday after school for an 
hour. We started with a hand-
ful of students taking advan-
tage of this opportunity and 
quickly saw numbers in-
crease up to twenty students 
lifting after school on any 
given day. We then used this 
momentum to spring into the 
summer with the Comet Elite 
program. We knew we want-

ed this opportunity to contin-
ue for our students and knew 
this was something that was 
going to be an important part 
of our summer program. We 
are utilizing a specific train-
ing program, broken up by 
weeks and workouts where 
students can track their prog-
ress along the way.”
 Thus far, the program has 
seen a solid turnout. Ritzer 
shared that there are roughly 
forty students on the Comet 
Elite roster, with thirty be-
ing in high school and an-
other ten in middle school. 
“Our students participating 
are definitely committed to 
getting better. We have them 
in groups or paired, so they 
have begun to rely on their 
partners to show up consis-
tently.” Ritzer says.
 As of now, the work-
out sessions will continue 
throughout the entire month 
of July. In August, the plan 
is to revisit the sessions and 
likely condense to something 
they can continue through-
out the entire month of Au-
gust. When school resumes 
in September, they will go 
back to the after-school ses-
sions every day after school.
 The Comet Elite program 
wants to thank the coach-
es of the program. “None 
of this would be possible 
without Brandon Olsen, 
Paula Soderberg, or Rich 
Waccholz. These adults are 
just as committed to the stu-
dents as the students to being 
Comet Elite!” Ritzer added.

• College   (Continued from page 3)

ceremonial stage walk at as-
signed times on Saturday and 
Sunday.

About Carthage College
 Carthage College is raising 
expectations for a private col-
lege experience. It blends the 
best liberal arts traditions with 
desirable degree programs, 
transformative learning op-
portunities, personal attention 
from distinguished faculty, and 
a focus on career development, 
which makes its graduates 
competitive in the workforce. 
Founded in 1847, Carthage is 
located on an idyllic shore of 
Lake Michigan in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, in the thriving cor-
ridor between Milwaukee and 
Chicago. Grow with Carthage: 
www.carthage.edu

UW-La Crosse announces 
Spring 2023 Dean’s List
 The following area students 
have been named to the Dean’s 
List at the University of Wis-
consin-La Crosse for the spring 
semester of the 2022-23 aca-
demic year, ending May 2023.
  Qualification for the Dean’s 

List is limited to students who 
have attained outstanding ac-
ademic achievement. To be 
eligible, students must have 
earned not less than a 3.5 se-
mester grade point average and 
carried a minimum of 12 cred-
its. 
  UW-La Crosse, founded in 
1909, is one of the 13 four-year 
institutions in the University 
of Wisconsin System. UWL 
has more than 10,400 full and 
part-time students enrolled in 
101 undergraduate, 28 gradu-
ate and two doctoral academic 
programs.
  UW-La Crosse, whose web-
site is www.uwlax.edu, is the 
state’s top-ranked public or 
private higher education insti-
tution by U.S. News and World 
Reports for master’s degree in-
stitutions and has been ranked 
among the top four Midwest-
ern public institutions for more 
than a decade.
  Students on the Dean’s List 
from this area include:
 
Albany
 • Kassi Heins, Exercise and 
Sport Science Major: Physical, 

Adapted, and School Health 
Education
 • Ryan Winder, Statistics 
Major: Actuarial Science Con-
centration

Brodhead
 • Gage Boegli, Finance Ma-
jor: Risk, Insurance and Finan-
cial Planning Concentration
 • Madelynn McIntyre, Exer-
cise and Sport Science Major: 
Physical, Adapted, and School 
Health Education
 • Liam Simons, Marketing 
Major
 • Catherine Speckman, Ex-
ercise and Sport Science Ma-
jor: Exercise Science, Pre-pro-
fessional Track
 • Amanda Visger, Theatre 
Arts Major: Performance Em-
phasis

Davis, Ill.
 • Seth Rieman, Exercise and 
Sport Science Major: Exer-
cise Science, Pre-professional 
Track
 • Silas Rieman, Exercise and 
Sport Science Major: Exer-
cise Science, Pre-professional 
Track

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULA SODERBERG Brodhead Independent-Register

 A group of Comet Elite athletes from Albany work on dumbbell rows this summer.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PAULA SODERBERG Brodhead Independent-Register

 Above: Athletes participate in bench press work-
outs. Right: Albany students participate in medicine 
ball work.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULA SODERBERG Brodhead Independent-Register

 Comet Elite is a program that means working together and learning as a team.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PAULA SODERBERG Brodhead Independent-Register

 Students work out at one of the weightlifting training sessions in Albany.
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 
2023 - 0612

PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION 
VACATING S. WYATT ROAD, 

W. SCHADEWALDT ROAD, W. 
ALTMAN ROAD AND
 W. RINGEN ROAD

Pursuant to the authority con-
tained in Wis. Stat. Sec. 66.1003 
(4), the Town Board of the Town 
of Spring Valley do resolve as 
follows:

1. Public interest requires the 
vacation, abandonment and 
discontinuance of the follow-
ing public roads in the Town of 
Spring Valley:

A. All of S. Wyatt Road bound-
ed on the east and west by the 
following described parcels: 

The following parcels in the 
Northwest Quarter of the North-
west Quarter (NW¼ NW¼) of 
Section Fifteen (15), Township 
Two (2) North, Range Ten (10) 
East, Town of Spring Valley, 
Rock County, Wisconsin.

The South Two Hun-
dred Fifty Feet (S.250’) of 
said Northwest Quarter,                                                                
Northwest Quarter (NW¼ 
NW¼), Section Fifteen (15); and

The West Two Hundred Eighty 
Nine Feet (W.289’) of said 
Northwest Quarter Northwest 
Quarter (NW¼ NW¼), Section 
Fifteen (15), except the South 
Two Hundred Fifty Feet (S.250’) 
thereof; and

The Southwest Quarter 
(SW¼) of the Northwest Quarter 
(NW¼) of Section Fifteen (15), 
Town Two (2) North, Range Ten 
(10) East, Township of Spring 
Valley, County of Rock, State of 
Wisconsin, excepting therefrom 
parcel conveyed to the Town-
ship of Spring Valley in Volume 
351, page 98; and

The Southeast Quarter (SE¼) 
of the Northwest Quarter (NW¼) 
of Section Fifteen (15), Town 
Two (2) North, Range Ten (10) 
East, Township of Spring Valley, 
County of Rock, State of Wis-
consin.

AND
The Northeast 1/4 of the 

Northwest 1/4 of Section 15, 
Town of Spring Valley, Town 2 
North, Range 10 East, except-
ing therefrom that portion along 
the West line of the parcel which 
is occupied by a road or right-
of-way now known as Wyatt 
Road and formerly described as 
a right-of-way passage used or 
occupied by Guni Gustomson.  
All in the Town of Spring Valley, 
Rock County, Wisconsin.

AND
The NW 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of 

Section 15 in Township 2 North, 
Range 10 East, Township of 
Spring Valley, Rock County, 
Wisconsin, excepting therefrom 
land conveyed to Township of 
Spring Valley by Quit Claim 
Deed recorded December 9, 
1947 in Volume 351 of Deeds, 
Page 98

Also, excepting the following 
parcels in the NW 1/4 of the 
NW 1/4 of Section 15, Township 
2 North, Range 10 East, Town 
of Spring Valley, Rock County, 
Wisconsin; (a) The South 250 
feet of said NW 1/4, NW 1/4, 
Section 15; and (b) The West 
289 feet of said NW 1/4, NW 1/4, 
Section 15, except the south 
250 feet thereof.

B.  All of W. Schadewaldt Road 
located within the following de-
scribed parcel:

The East One Half of the 
Northeast Quarter (E 1/2 NE 
1/4) and the Southeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter (SW 
1/4 NE 1/4) of Section 25-2-10, 
Town of Spring Valley, County of 
Rock and State of Wisconsin.

AND
The East 1/2 of the East 1/2 

of the South West 1/4 of Sec-
tion 25, Town 2 North, Range 
10 East, situated in the Town of 
Spring Valley.

C. All of W. Altman Road 
bounded on the north and south 
by the following described par-
cel:

The E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of Sec-
tion 15, Town 2 North, Range 10 
East, Township of Spring Valley, 
County of Rock, State of Wis-
consin.

Excepting the NE 1/4 of the 
NW 1/4 of the NE 1/4.

Also Excepting therefrom that 
portion of Lot 1 of a Certified 
Survey Map recorded in Volume 
5 of Certified Survey Maps, Pag-
es 172 and 173 as Document 
No. 838828 which is contained 
in the E 1/2 of the NE 1/4 of Sec-
tion 15, Town 2 North, Range 
10 East of the 4th P.M., Spring 
Valley Township, Rock County, 
Wisconsin.

Further Excepting Lot 1 of a 
Certified Survey Map record-
ed on August 26, 1982 in the 
office of the Register of Deeds 

in Volume 11 of Certified Sur-
vey Maps, Pages 82 and 83 as 
Document No. 956817, being 
part of the NE 1/4 and SE 1/4 of 
the NE 1/4 of Section 15, T.2N., 
R.10E., of the 4th P.M., Spring 
Valley Township, Rock County, 
Wisconsin.

D. All of W. Ringen Road 
bounded on the north and south 
by the following described par-
cels:

The South 1/2 of the South-
east 1/4 of Section 24, Township 
2 North, Range 12 East of the 
4th P.M., Town of Spring Valley, 
County of Rock and State of 
Wisconsin.

The Northwest 1/4 of the 
Northeast 1/4 and the East 1/2 
of the Northwest 1/4  of Section 
25, Township 2 North, Range 
10 East of the 4th P.M., Town of 
Spring Valley, County of Rock 
and State of Wisconsin.
 
AND

The East One Half of the 
Northeast Quarter (E 1/2 NE 
1/4) and the Southeast Quarter 
of the Northeast Quarter (SW 
1/4 NE 1/4) of Section 25-2-10, 
Town of Spring Valley, County of 
Rock and State of Wisconsin.

2. The same are hereby va-
cated and discontinued subject, 
however, to the right of the pub-
lic and abutting adjacent land-
owners to appear and be heard 
upon said preliminary resolution 
at a public hearing to be held at 
the Orfordville Fire Station, 173 
N. Wright St., Orfordville, Wis-
consin on the 14th day of August, 
2023 at 6 o’clock p.m., and that 
due notice be given to the public 
as provided by law.

3. A final resolution vacating 
and discontinuing the above-de-
scribed public roads may be ad-
opted following said public hear-
ing on the 14th day of August, 
2023. Maps showing the roads 
which are preliminarily vacated 
and discontinued are attached 
hereto.

4. The clerk is directed to pro-
vide notice of said public hear-
ings by publication or posting as 
provided by law.

Approved by the Town Board of 
the Town of Spring Valley this 
12th day of June, 2023. 

TOWN OF SPRING VALLEY

By:Steve Hazeltine
Steve Hazeltine, 

Chairperson

Attested:

By:Dela Ends
Dela Ends, Clerk

The foregoing resolution is a 
true and correct copy of the orig-
inal on file in my office. 

______________ 
Dela Ends
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CITY OF BRODHEAD
Green & Rock Counties

 2023 OPEN BOOK HOURS

Please take notice that the City 
of Brodhead Assessor will hold 
Open Book Hours via phone call 
and in person at City Hall (by ap-
pointment only) for the 2023 As-
sessment Rolls starting:

Monday, July 10, 2023
through 

Friday, August 25, 2023

Open Book will be held at City 
Hall by appointment only on 
Tuesday, August 15, 2023, 
from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  To 
set up an Open Book discussion 
telephone appointment please 
call Musser Appraisal Services. 
Please call Musser Appraisal 
Services at 608-712-0236 to 
schedule a telephone discus-
sion.

Property Owners may review 
and examine the 2023 proposed 
property assessment rolls and 
discuss their concerns with the 
city assessor at this time.

Unresolved 2023 assessment 
matters can be brought to the 
2023 Board of Review, which 
is scheduled on September 11, 
2023, from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Objection forms must be com-
pleted to appear before the Board 
of Review at least 48 hours prior 
to the Board of Review; appoint-
ments are requested.  Objection 
forms are available from the city 
clerk, and are also on our web-
site at www.cityofbrodheadwi.
us – click on Residents, Click on 
City Assessor, click on the link 
titled “Objection form for Proper-
ty Owners” on the bottom of the 

page for an objection form.

For further information, please 
contact the city clerk, (608) 897-
4018 ext 150.

Nikolai Wahl, Clerk
City of Brodhead

Posted: June 23, 2023
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VILLAGE OF
ORFORDVILLE WI

ATTENTION ORFORDVILLE
RESIDENTS

Copies of the 2022 Consumer 
Confidence Report for the Or-
fordville Water Utility are avail-
able at the Village Hall.  Copies 
are also posted at the Orford-
ville Library, Bank of Brodhead 
(Orfordville Branch), and the 
Parkview High School.

Laura Wickstrum
Deputy Clerk

303 E. Beloit St.
Orfordville, WI  53576

608-879-2004
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED pursuant to

Sec. 75.12 Wisconsin 
Statutes

Owners of the lands hereinafter 
described: You are hereby no-
tified that Green County is the 
owner and holder of each and all 
of the master tax sale certificate 
items hereinafter identified, cov-
ering premises situated in Green 
County, Wisconsin, sold by the 
County Treasurer of said county, 
in said state, for non-payment of 
taxes. Said lands are described 
as follows, with the sums for 
which each tract was sold, year 
of sale, year of tax, master cer-
tificate item number and date of 
certificate set opposite each de-
scription. 

Owner: Shannon J Wool-
lums; (1) Tax Parcel No 23016 
0710.0000; Legal Description 
Parcel A: Part of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northeast Quar-
ter of Section 28, Town 1 North, 
Range 8 East, Town of Jeffer-
son, Green County, Wisconsin, 
commencing at the Northeast 
corner of the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Northeast Quarter 
of Section 28, Town 1 North, 
Range 8 East, thence running 
West Nineteen and 64/100 rods, 
thence South Six and 32/100 
rods, thence East Nineteen and 
64/100 rods, thence North Six 
and 32/100 rods to the place 
of beginning. Excepting from 
the above described parcel of 
land a piece 149 feet wide off 
of the West side of the above 
described parcel of land and 
a parcel 59 feet wide off of the 
East side thereof clear of the 
highway. Hereby conveying a 
parcel of land 122 feet East & 
West and the full length of said 
parcel, and being part and par-
cel of the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northeast Quarter of said 
Section 28, being in the Town of 
Jefferson, Green County, Wis-
consin. Parcel B: Part and par-
cel of the Northeast Quarter of 
the Northeast Quarter of Section 
28, Town 1 North, Range 8 East, 
Town of Jefferson, Green Coun-
ty, Wisconsin, commencing to a 
point on the North line of Sec-
tion 28, 210.2 feet West of the 
Northeast corner of said section, 
thence West along the Section 
line 30 feet, thence South paral-
lel to the East line of said Section 
104.28 feet, thence East 30 feet, 
thence North 104.28 feet to the 
place of beginning; Year of Sale: 
2021; Year of Tax: 2018; Master 
Certif. Item No.: 6133; Date of 
Certif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold 
for: $102.79; (2) Tax Parcel No.: 
23016 0808.0000; Legal De-
scription: Part of the Southwest 
Quarter of the Southwest Quar-
ter of Section 22, Town 1 North, 
Range 8 East, Town of Jefferson, 
County of Green and State of 
Wisconsin, to-wit: Commencing 
at the Southwest corner of Sec-
tion 22, Town 1 North, Range 8 
East, thence East along South 
line of said Section, 481 feet to 
point of beginning, thence North 
1°38’ West 246.32 feet to iron 
stake, thence North 88°22’ East 
110.5 feet to iron stake, thence 
S1°38’ East 249.65 feet to cen-
ter line of road and South line of 
said Section 22, thence West 
along said South line of Section 
22 and center line of said road 
a distance of 110.5 feet to point 
of beginning; Year of Sale: 2021; 
Year of Tax: 2018; Master Cer-
tif. Item No.: 6135; Date of Cer-
tif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold for: 
$240.33

You are further notified that the 
amount for which the tract or 
parcel above identified was sold 
will bear interest at one percent 
per month or fraction of a month 
from January 1 of the year of 
sale of the respective master 
certificate items, plus ½ percent 
penalty per month as provided 
by law, and that after the expi-
ration of three months from the 
service of this notice upon you, 
application for tax deed will be 
made.

FOR TOTAL DUE CALL 608-
328-9430

Dated at Monroe, Wisconsin this 
28th day of June, 2023.
Arianna L. Voegeli, 
Green County Clerk

The Independent Register
7/5, 7/12, 7/19/2023
WNAXLP 440376

AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Finance Committee Meeting

Wednesday, July 12, 2023
HIGH SCHOOL LMC

2501 West 5th Avenue, 
Brodhead, WI

6:30 P.M.

AGENDA
I. REVIEW BILLS
II. REVIEW BUDGET UPDATE
III. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
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AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING
Wednesday, July 12, 2023
DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD 

ROOM
2501 West 5th Avenue, 

Brodhead, WI
7:00 P.M.

This meeting is a meeting of the 
Board of Education in public for 

the purpose of conducting
the School District’s business 
and is not to be considered a 
public community meeting.
There is a time for public 

participation during the meeting 
as indicated in the Agenda.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. INFORMATION REPORTS
VI. PUBLIC COMMENT PE-
RIOD

AGENDA
VII. CONSENT AGENDA

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
2. APPROVAL OF BILLS
3. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
4. RESIGNATION(S)
5. EMPLOYMENT RECOM-
MENDATION(S)
6. VOLUNTEER RECOM-
MENDATION(S)

VIII. AUTHORIZATION TO 
HIRE STAFF

IX. APPROVAL OF ACADEM-
IC STANDARDS

X. ACCEPT BREAD & MILK 
BIDS FOR 2023-24

XI. ESTABLISH STUDENT 
BREAKFAST/LUNCH/MILK 
PRICES FOR 2023-24

XII. ESTABLISH STUDENT 
FEES FOR 2023-24

XIII. APPROVAL OF HIGH 
SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CO-CURRICULAR HAND-
BOOKS FOR 2023-24

XIV. FIRST READING OF 
POLICY SECTIONS 1000 AND 
9000

XV. APPROVAL OF 2022-23 
BUDGET REVISIONS

XVI. FACILITY PLANNING 
COMMITTEE

XVII. FUTURE AGENDA
XVIII. ROLL CALL VOTE TO 

CONVENE IN CLOSED SES-
SION PURSUANT TO WI. STS. 
19.85 (1)(c)

a. Teacher Negotiations
b. Superintendent Evalu-
ation

XIX. ACTION ON CLOSED 
SESSION ITEMS

XX. ADJOURNMENT

Persons needing special ac-
commodations should call (608) 
897-2141 at least twenty-four 
[24] hours prior to the meeting.
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I R Legal Notices

The Twilight in the Park 
schedule for this week
 The 2023 Twilight in the 
Park outdoor music concerts 
will be held Sunday evenings 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in Veterans 
Memorial Park, downtown 
Brodhead, at the corner of 
Highway 11 and 12th St. 
 Concerts are broadcast for 
the Brodhead area on 95.1 FM 
radio station from 5 to 8 p.m.
 Spectators may bring chairs 
and/or blankets and people 
may dance if they wish. All 
concerts are free to the public. 
Reminder that dogs are not al-
lowed in city parks.

July 9
 • Music: Cherokee Rose 
Band – Classic Country.
 • Food: FFA Alumni Sup-
porters – Pork chop sand-
wiches, brats, popcorn and 
lemonade.

Give blood or platelets in 
Rock County
 The American Red Cross 
reveals that there has been a 
concerning shortfall in blood 
donations in recent weeks, 
and the upcoming summer 
could put a further strain on 
donations, as millions cele-
brate with family vacations 
and other seasonal activities. 
Donors of all blood types, 
especially those with type B 
negative or O negative blood 
as well as platelet donors, are 
needed to make an appoint-

ment to give now to ensure 
blood remains available for 
patients this summer.
 All who come to give 
blood, platelets or plasma July 
1 to 11 will receive an exclu-
sive Red Cross dry bag, while 
supplies last. 
 To schedule an appoint-
ment to donate, download the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org or 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

Janesville
 • July 12: Noon to 6 p.m., 
Peace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 1550 S Osborne Ave.
 • July 17: 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., Janesville Masonic Cen-
ter, 2322 E. Milwaukee St.
 • July 20: 1 to 6 p.m., St 
John Vianney, 1250 E Racine 
St.

Music at the Marv 
schedule for this week
 Music at the Marv will be 
held in the 50 block of South 
Main Street in downtown 
Janesville directly behind 
the Marvin Roth Pavilion on 
Tuesday night.
 Weather permitting the 
street will be blocked from 5 
to 8 p.m.
 Music at the Marv features 
live music, food vendors, bev-
erages and fun.

July 11:
 • Cash Box Kings

In brief

SUBMITTED PHOTO Brodhead Independent-Register

RCHS series features 
captivating statuaries 
 The Rock County Historical Society’s (RCHS) 
third and final Focus on Art series on July 1 high-
lighted the many historic statues in the Lincoln 
Tallman Museum, including Sapho’s statue, seen 
in photo. The program began with a presentation 
in the Tallman Carriage House, followed by a view-
ing of the actual statuaries in the Lincoln-Tallman 
Museum. Sapho’s statue – named after the lyrical 
Greek poet from ancient times – is one of many 
that can be seen at the RCHS in Janesville.
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7   CLASSIFIEDS

FIND YOUR NEXT HOME 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS IT’S GARAGE SALE 

TIME AGAIN!

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

 help wanted

Don’t wait!
Call today to place 
your classified ads 

with the Rock Valley 
Publishing newspapers.

Call 608-897-2193.

 business & service

 real estate

 for rent

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

 transportation
Automobiles

2021 TOYOTA CAMRY LE Like 
new, superb cond,, 40MPG, 
orginal owner. 12,000 mi., KBB 
price, $26,995. 815-520-1094.

Boats
1957 DUNPHY CLASSIC BOAT 
15’ molded Mahogany. $9,500. 
Call 262-948-3727.

1973 25’ CHRISCRAFT CABIN 
CRUISER V8, old tandem trailer. 
$800 OBO 847-497-3692

1977 SYLVAN 16’ CONSOLE 
STEERING w/cover, replaced 
flooring, transum, carpet, swivel 
seats. 1985-50HP Mercury SS 
prop. Minn Kota trolling motor. 
Lowrance locator, down rig-
gers,trailer and xtra’s. $3,500 
OBO. 262-758-7663.

1999 BASS TRACKER PRO 
TEAM 185 Mercury 50 HP 4 
stroke, Minn Kota trolling motor, 
live well, 2 fish finders, console 
steering, raised casting decks, 
Trail Star trailer. One owner, very 
good condition. $6,500 Russ 
262-812-7559.

2001 TIGE 211 WAKEBOARD 
BOAT 21’ Wakeboard /Ski Boat 
w/Perfect Pass. Includes trailer. 
600 hours. $15,000. Call 224-
535-1657.

Campers and RVs
2021 KEYSTONE DUTCHMAN 
35’ 5th Wheel. Mint cond., king 
bed, fireplace, residential fridge, 
double vanity sink, pantry, lots of 
storage. $42,500. 262-620-6794.

Motorcycles
2010 HARLEY DAVIDSON Her-
itage softail classic, 32k, metallic 
flake merlot color, $9500 firm. 
815-947-2895.

Other Automotive
SIMPLICITY TRACTOR 9020 
20 hp, 60” mower, Onan engine,  
completely rebuilt. $4,900. Call 
262-878-3600.

Parts & 
Accessories

2002 CHEVY CAVALIER 
PARTS Trans, engine & tires all 
good. 6 alum rims. $500. OBO. 
Call John at 262-903-6978.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1996 CORVETTE Excellent 
cond., 37k miles, red. $16,000. 
815-904-1660.

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar. See the movie 
“Ford Verses Ferrari.” Many spare 
parts. Please call 847-838-1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CA-
NAM CAR Mid. eng. Chev V8,4 
spd, tube frame w/roll bar, Almag 
35 custom wheels, bright yellow, 
excellent cond., show winner. 
Please call for details. 847-838-
1916

RARE 1956 PLYMOUTH FURY 
Show car. Asking $29,000. Lena, 
IL. Call 815-369-4334.

Trucks & Trailers
2005 FORD F150 STX 2 WD, 
140,000 mi., 6 1/2’ bed, runs 
great, good tires, new exhaust. 
$5,000. Call 815-985-7202.

Apartments
MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park Drive, 
Clinton. One bedroom apart-
ment, includes stove, refrigerator, 
all utilities, laundry room, locked 
lobby and parking. You pay 30% 
of income for rent. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 608-676-4278.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER  AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

33
25

03

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

Call
608-897-2193

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

4
2
2
7
9
2

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 608-897-2193

Find us online: indreg.comCDC shortens isolation, 
quarantine guidelines 

Based on experts’ obser-
vations of the COVID-19 
and the Omicron variant, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) last 
week shortened the recom-
mended time for isolation 
from 10 days for people with 
COVID-19 to five days, if as-
ymptomatic, followed by five 
days of wearing a mask when 
around others. 

The change is motivated by 
science demonstrating that 
the majority of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission occurs early in 
the course of illness, general-
ly in the one to two days prior 
to onset of symptoms and the 
two to three days after. 

Therefore, people who 
test positive should isolate 
for five days and, if asymp-
tomatic at that time, they 
may leave isolation if they 
can continue to mask for five 
days to minimize the risk of 
infecting others.

Additionally, CDC is up-
dating the recommended 
quarantine period for those 
exposed to COVID-19. 

For people who are unvac-
cinated or are more than six 
months out from their second 
mRNA dose (or more than 
two months after the J&J 
vaccine) and not yet boosted, 
CDC now recommends quar-
antine for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days. 

Alternatively, if a five-day 
quarantine is not feasible, 
it is imperative that an ex-
posed person wear a well-fit-
ting mask at all times when 
around others for 10 days af-
ter exposure. 

Individuals who have re-
ceived their booster shot 
do not need to quarantine 
following an exposure, but 
should wear a mask for 10 
days after the exposure.  

For all those exposed, best 
practice would also include a 
test for SARS-CoV-2 at day 
five after exposure. 

If symptoms occur, indi-
viduals should immediate-
ly quarantine until a neg-
ative test confirms symp-
toms are not attributable to 
COVID-19.

Isolation relates to be-
havior after a confirmed 
infection. Isolation for five 
days followed by wearing a 
well-fitting mask will mini-
mize the risk of spreading the 
virus to others. 

Quarantine refers to the 
time following exposure to 
the virus or close contact 
with someone known to have 
COVID-19. 

Both updates come as the 
Omicron variant continues to 
spread throughout the U.S. 
and reflects the current sci-
ence on when and for how 
long a person is maximally 
infectious.

Data from South Africa 
and the United Kingdom 
demonstrate that vaccine ef-
fectiveness against infection 

for two doses of an mRNA 
vaccine is approximately 
35%. 

A COVID-19 vaccine 
booster dose restores vaccine 
effectiveness against infec-
tion to 75%. 

COVID-19 vaccination 
decreases the risk of severe 
disease, hospitalization, and 
death from COVID-19. 

CDC strongly encourages 
COVID-19 vaccination for 
everyone 5 and older and 
boosters for everyone 16 and 
older. 

State health officials 
back new guidelines 

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services 
(DHS) supports CDC rec-
ommendations to shorten 
isolation and quarantine pe-
riods for the general public, 
given what is known about 
COVID-19 and the Omicron 
variant, according to Wis-
consin Department of Health 
Services Secretary-designee 
Karen Timberlake

“If you are a person who 
has been exposed to someone 
who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 and you are un-
vaccinated, or are more than 
six months out from your 
second mRNA dose or more 
than two months after the 
J&J vaccine and have not yet 
gotten a booster, you should 

quarantine – stay home and 
completely away from oth-
ers – for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days,” Timber-
lake stated in a press release. 
“However, people who are 
current with vaccine recom-
mendations do not need to 
quarantine after exposure to 
COVID-19, but should wear 
a well-fitting mask(link is 
external) when around other 
people for 10 days.”

Following an exposure 
to someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19, ev-
eryone, regardless of vac-
cination status, should get 
tested on day five after ex-
posure, and if symptoms oc-
cur, quarantine immediately 
until a negative test confirms 
those symptoms are not due 
to COVID-19. Increased test-
ing will help us identify any 
cases of Omicron quickly so 
that we can learn more about 
this latest variant and get an 
accurate picture of disease 
activity in the state.

“We urge all Wisconsin-
ites to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19 in our state 
by getting vaccinated, get-
ting boosted, continuing to 
wear masks in indoor public 
settings, and staying home 
when sick. This will help us 
all safely continue with our 
daily lives,” Timberlake said. 

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL FACEBOOK The Clinton Topper

All tournament honors
 The Clinton Lady Cougars battled hard at the 
Cambridge tournament on Tuesday, Dec. 28, to fin-
ish in second place. Elli Teubert and Jayden Norti-
er were selected to the all tournament team.
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Time to hit the slopes
Area ski hills offer a variety of runs for all abilities

 Skiing and snowboarding 
remain popular among out-
door enthusiasts who refuse 
to be relegated to the couch 
during the winter months. 
 For the men, women and 
children who hit the slopes 
each winter, the thrill of racing 
down snow-covered hills is a 
feeling unlike any other.
 The Southern Lakes Area 
features several ski hills in-
cluding The Mountain Top at 
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa, 
Wilmot Mountain Ski Resort 
and Alpine Valley Resort.
 The area also features sev-
eral opportunities for cross 
county ski enthusiasts.
 Here’s a closer look at the 
area’s skiing options:

The Mountain Top  
at Grand Geneva 
7036 Grand Geneva Way
Lake Geneva

 The Mountain Top has 21 
ski runs covering more than 
30 acres of downhill ski runs 
with a 211-foot vertical. 
 The ski and snowboarding 
offerings are suitable for all 
levels, according to staff at 
The Mountain Top.
  Some additional amenities 
and services offered by The 
Mountain Top include:
 • Skiing and snowboard-
ing all winter long with The 
Mountain Top’s snowmaking 
capabilities
 • Three chairlifts and two 
carpet lifts.
 • Six-acre Terrain Park with 
dedicated lift.
 • Lessons offered by pro-
fessional ski instructions for 
kids and adults
 • Equipment rentals
 • Trolley transportation 
from guest rooms at Grand 
Geneva and Timber Ridge 
Lodge
 After a day in the snow, 
skiers and snowboarders can 
relax and enjoy a warm fire, 
hot beverage and food at the 
Leinenkugel Mountain Top 

Lodge. 
 There are a variety of stay 
and ski packages offered at 
Grand Geneva.
 For hours and lift ticket 
prices, visit www.grandgene-
va.com.

Wilmot Mountain  
Ski Resort
11931 Fox River Road
Wilmot
(262) 862-2301
www.wilmotmountain.com

 The 25 unique runs at 
Wilmot Mountain offer var-
ied terrain for all skiers and 
snowboarders – from novices 
stepping onto the snow for the 
very first time to experts look-
ing to further push themselves 
and their sport.
 The resort has snowmaking 
equipment for its 120 acres of 
skiing terrain to go along with 
seven lifts, two conveyor lifts 
and four progression terrain 
parks.
 For those who aren’t up for 
skiing or snowboarding, Wil-
mot resort offers snow tubing 
with 22 lanes of fun and two 
conveyor lifts.
 Wilmot also offers lessons 
through its dedicated ski and 
snowboard school area and 
Walt’s Tavern for a place to 
warm up, relax and enjoy ca-
sual dining and drinks. 
 Wilmot posts conditions 
along with hours and lift ticket 
prices on its website at wilm-
otmountain.com.

Alpine Valley Resort 
W2501 Highway D
Elkhorn
(262) 642-7374 
www.alpinevalleyresort.com

 Alpine features 20 slopes 
that range from beginner to 
expert mogul runs with 388 
feet of vertical skiing. The lon-
gest run is 3,000 feet.
 The hill also includes three 
terrain parks, which offer a va-
riety of rails, boxes and snow 
features.

 Alpine offers classes for be-
ginners to well-seasoned ski-
ers and riders. If you are look-
ing to get back on the slopes or 
to brush up on your skills, one 
of Alpine’s qualified instruc-
tors is eager to help.
 The resort also offers 
equipment rentals.
 Alpine Valley also offers 
a variety of food and drink 
choices for skiers, including a 
café and coffee shop, an out-
side bar and grill on weekends 
and the Valley View Lounge 
for full service dining. 
 Conditions, hours and lift 
ticket information are avail-
able at alpinevalleyresort.com.

CROSS COUNTRY 
SKIING

Big Foot State Park
1550 S. Lake Shore Drive
Lake Geneva

 The park entrance is at 1550 
S. Lake Shore Drive, one mile 
south of the city of Lake Gene-
va. Vehicle admission sticker 
is required. Cross country ski-
ing and snowshoeing allowed. 
Bring your own equipment.

Geneva National
1221 Geneva  
National Ave. South 
Lake Geneva
(262) 245-7000

 Enjoy cross country skiing 
over the Gary Player Course. 
Complimentary ski rental 
available to Geneva National 
Resort guests. Trail is open de-
pending on weather and snow 
accumulation. 

White River  
County Park
6503 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva
 (262) 741-3114

 With nearly 200 acres and 
two miles of frontage along 
the White River, this park 
features walking trails, cross 
country skiing and more.

COURTESY OF GRAND GENEVA The Clinton Topper

 The Geneva Lakes Area features three full-service ski hills, including The Mountain 
Top at Grand Geneva Resort.
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Citizens sought to advise Green County 
on American Rescue Plan funding

Area will see more than $10 million in aid from effects of pandemic 
By Tony Ends
CORRESPONDENT 

Green County is look-
ing for residents interest-
ed in helping review ideas 
and develop proposals for 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds. 

Elected county officials 
have set a session next 
Monday, Jan. 17, to inform 
citizens about serving on an 
ARPA ad hoc committee. 
The community educational 
program will be held virtu-
ally from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
that day.

People interested in learn-
ing more about the ARPA 
and the decision-making 
process in Green County 
should register in advance. 

Contact county UW Ex-
tension Community Re-
source Development Edu-
cator Victoria Solomon at 
608-328-9440 or Victoria.
solomon@wisc.edu.

President Joe Biden 
signed the American Res-
cue Plan Act into law March 
11, 2021. The plan intends 
to speed up recovery from 
economic and health effects 

of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and ongoing economic re-
cession.

ARPA allocates $350 bil-
lion to help state, local and 
tribal governments, with 
Green County receiving 
$7.17 million. 

Municipalities in Green 
County will receive a little 
more than $3.6 million in 
ARPA funds.

Green County Finance 
and Accounting Commit-
tee created the ARPA ad 
hoc committee in Novem-
ber 2021 after surveying 
the community in May and 
June.

The ad hoc, or special 
purpose, panel will have 
nine voting members, eight 
citizens plus county Finance 
and Auditing Committee 
Chair Jerry Guth.  Green 
County Finance and county 
Development Corporation 
members and the county 
clerk will advise the group. 
Solomon will facilitate ses-
sions tentatively set for Feb-
ruary through June.

Application forms to 
serve on the ARPA Ad Hoc 

Committee are available on-
line at wi-greencounty.civ 
icplus.com/DocumentCen 
t e r / V i e w / 1 0 2 9 / -
G r e e n - C o u n 
t y - A R P A - A d - H o c - C o m 
mittee-Participant-Applica 
tion---fillable-2?bidId=

Applicants need to com-
plete and submit the form 
to Green County clerk by 8 
a.m. Monday, Jan. 24.

GDP for the United States 
decreased 3.5% in 2020 as a 
result of the pandemic. 

It was the lowest growth 
rate for the nation since 
1946. Nearly 25 million 
were on unemployment in-
surance in May of that year, 
the highest point during the 
recession, according to US-
AFacts, a nonprofit, non-
partisan civic initiative that 
draws on 70 sources of gov-
ernment data to inform the 
public.

By the end of 2020, 74% 
of small businesses report-
ed experiencing negative 
effects from impact of the 
COVID-19 virus. About 
73% of them reported re-
ceiving a Paycheck Protec-

tion Program loan.
Unemployment, which 

peaked at 14.8% in April 
2020, dropped steadily in 
2021 back down to 4.2% by 
last November.

Possibly of most seri-
ous consequence, the pan-
demic’s economic fallout 
revealed vulnerabilities of 
U.S. reliance on global flow 
of goods and insecurity of 
sharply fallen local pro-
duction. The United States 
imported $679 billion more 
goods and services than it 
exported in 2020, an 18% 
increase in the nation’s al-
ready-entrenched trade defi-
cit from 2019.

A shipping and supply 
chain snarl throughout 2021 
stalled cargo ships at both 
Asian and U.S. ports of en-
try and caused scarcity from 
lengthened delivery of many 
goods by months. Shortages 
and associated recessional 
problems also helped fuel 
inflation in 2021.

Congress intended the 
ARPA funding to address 
these problems and spur 
U.S. recovery.

Four seats and only 
one name on ballot

City clerk seeks write-in candidates
By Maureen Vander Sanden
EDITORIAL COORDINATOR 

Alderman Casey Jones 
will be the sole name on the 
ballot in the April 5 election 
despite four open seats on 
City Council. 

Mayor Troy Nyman and 
aldermen Timothy Schade-
waldt, Robert Moon and 
Casey Jones filed notice of 
non-candidacy papers with 
the clerk’s office. 

Jones is seeking the mayoral 
seat, leaving the three incum-
bent aldermanic seats up for 
grabs by write-in candidates, 
according to the city clerk. 

 “At this point in time we 
are open to registered write-
ins,” City Clerk Nikolai 
Wahl said Friday, after the 
filing deadline. 

This isn’t the first time the 
city relied on multiple write-
in candidates to fill the Coun-
cil, according to the clerk. In 
the 2021 spring election, only 
one candidate filed nomina-
tion papers for three open 
seats, leaving two spots to be 
filled by write-ins. 

Wahl said anyone who 
would like to be registered 
as a write-in can contact him 
at cityclerk@cityofbrodhead 
wi.us or stop into City Hall, 
111 W. 2nd Avenue, during 
business hours. Alderman-

ic and mayoral positions are 
for two-year terms, and earn 
$2,040 and $3,000 respec-
tively. 

Deadline to register as an 
official write-in candidate is 
Friday, April 1 at noon. 

Despite the lack of com-
petition, a primary is neces-
sary, as the city is placing a 
referendum question on the 
Tuesday, Feb. 15 ballot, ask-
ing voters if the city should 
exceed the state-mandated 
tax levy in order to maintain 
services. 

See related side story be-
low, and letter from the city 
on page 3.

Jones wishes to ‘move 
the community forward’ 

Casey Jones said he has 
come a long way since his 
unsuccessful run for Brod-
head city mayor in 1980 – 
when he was 18 years old. 

“I had a big, ugly car paint-
ed pink with interior house 

paint… When 
we would 
congregate , 
mine was a 
junker so ev-
eryone sat on 
it, and ended 
up getting 
pink butt,” 
he recalled 

of his old Buick LeSabre he 
used to campaign with. 

“I didn’t (run) for the right 
reason,” he said of his first-
time bid. “I did it for my own 
ego.” 

In 1988, he threw his hat 
in the ring again. Jones said 
his next run for the city’s top 
official seat was again for the 
wrong reason. 

In ’88 the alderman said he 
was motivated to run due to 
a business conflict with the 
city – not because it was in 
his heart to serve. 

Today he said he is run-
ning with good intentions, 
because he cares about the 
city where he grew up. 

“I think I have a lot to offer 
and I can put people first,” he 
said, “and I’ve got the time 
and the experience.” 

Casey says he prides him-
self in being known around 
town as someone who can get  

City referendum will 
appear on primary ballot 
Voters decide Feb. 15 if city spending 

should exceed mandated levy 
Even without races for mayoral and aldermanic seats, 

City of Brodhead voters will go to the polls for the 
primary election on Tuesday, Feb. 15. 

The City Council is asking voters if taxes should 
increase to help departments meet growing cost concerns. 

The Council has proposed an increase to the levy of 
$200,000 for five years, starting in 2023. 

For a home valued at $100,000, Green County property 
owners would see an increase of $120 to their tax bills. 
Rock County property owners would see an increase of 
$117.  

By raising the tax levy, City departments will be able 
to maintain current levels of service, according to city 
officials. Most department budget requests have been cut 
in the last two years. 

“The proposed increase would help prevent future cuts 
that will greatly affect the quality of services that City 
departments can provide,” City Clerk Nikolai Wahl stated 
in a press release. 

The city will provide more detailed information on 
how cuts might affect services in next week’s newspaper. 

City officials urge voters to cast their ballots. The 
referendum question is available to review at City Hall, 
Brodhead Memorial Public Library, and on the City’s 
website by visiting cityofbroheadwi.us.  

Residents can vote in-person on Tuesday, Feb. 15 from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at City Hall, 1111 2nd Avenue. 

Absentee and early voting options are also available. 
For more information, or to request an absentee ballot, 
call City Hall at (608) 897-4018 or visit myvote.wi.gov. 

See a related letter to the editor from City Council on 
page 3. 

BECKY MALKOW The Independent-Register

Flippin’ fantastic! 
 Brodhead basketball player Aidyn Vondra does a back flip prior to starting 
line-ups at the Jan. 7 game night. The Cardinals bench was hyped for its confer-
ence match up against Edgerton. More on the game and other sports appear on 
the back page. 

 Who’s on the 
other ballots?
See who’s on the ballot for 
local school districts and 
other municipalities in the 
Shopper section this week.

– Inside Casey Jones

See BALLOT, Page 4

422794

Misc Services
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
948-3442

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with the 
best looking and longest lasting 
material ? Steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-619-
2373

THE BATHROOM  of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consul-
tation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-855-659-0649

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUS-
ING OPPORTUNITY

Auctions

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Gun Auction
July 15-16, 2023

8512 S. Union Rd. Union, IL 60180
Live and Online

DonleyAuctions.com
for complete catalog

or call Randy 815-790-9435
info@donleyauctions.com

44
04

84

WE BUY BUSINESSES
Fast cash - quick close

Min. $500k in sales

815-209-0025

44
04

73

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.
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Wisconsin Air National Guard performs in NATO exercise
128th Air Refueling Wing participates in ‘Air Bridge’ in Iceland

By Master Sergent 
Kellen Kroening
CONTRIBUTOR
 The Wisconsin Air Na-
tional Guard’s 128th Air Re-
fueling Wing recently played 
a critical role in facilitating 
an air bridge leading up to 
exercise Air Defender 2023, 
the German led, multination-
al live-fly NATO exercise 

held June 12 to 23 at the Na-
val Air Station in Keflavik, 
Iceland, with a total of 235 
aircraft from 25 nations and 
more than 10,000 personnel 
participating throughout the 
European theater. 
 The participation of the 
128th Air Refueling Wing in 
this operation showcases the 
invaluable role they play in 

maintaining global security 
and stability. During an air-
bridge operation, the 128th’s 
KC-135 tankers act as a fly-
ing gas station – carrying a 
large quantity of fuel and 
utilizing a boom system to 
transfer fuel to the receiving 
aircraft – maximizing oper-
ational efficiency and reduc-
ing transit times.
 By providing fuel to the 
transport aircraft, the KC-
135 tanker ensures that they 
can reach their destinations 
without having to make fre-
quent stops for refueling. 
This capability is especially 
valuable when transporting 
time-sensitive cargo or when 
operating in areas where fu-
eling infrastructure may be 
limited or unavailable. “The 
whole point of this [exer-
cise] is to integrate with our 
multi-national partners and 
show that we can seamlessly 
work as one large coalition 
force,” said Maj. Brandyn 
Dietman, deputy director of 
air refueling with 128th Air 
Refueling Wing.
 The air bridge is incred-
ibly important for exercis-
es like Air Defender 2023, 
which involves multiple 
participating air forces from 
NATO member and allied 
countries coming together 
to enhance cooperation, in-
teroperability, and readiness. 
To effectively simulate re-
al-world defense scenarios, 
it is imperative that forces 
can rapidly deploy to differ-
ent locations. 
 “Moving 100 aircraft over 
the ocean in the matter of 
four or five flying days is a 
monumental feat,” Dietman 

said. “Fighter aircraft can’t 
make it over by themselves, 
so they need the tankers to 
build the air bridge to help 
them get over.” 
 Air Defender 2023 is the 
largest air forces redeploy-
ment exercise since NATO 
was founded. As a result, 
the exercise has been given 
a high priority – particularly 
by the U.S. – in terms of ex-
ercise participation, budget-
ing and coordinated strategic 

communications.
 Engaging in air bridge op-
erations during the AD23 ex-
ercise not only highlights the 
128th Air Refueling Wing’s 
capabilities but also demon-
strates the United States’ 
commitment to its allies. 
 This critical logistical sup-
port ensures the smooth flow 
of personnel and equipment, 
reinforcing the alliance’s 
collective defense posture. 
 “The hard work of ev-

erybody working together, 
whether it’s your unit-level 
personnel putting togeth-
er the aircraft, putting the 
plans together, making sure 
the funds are full, making 
sure that everything is going 
to happen is awesome,” Di-
etman said. “From a year’s 
worth of work that we’ve put 
into this, I’m super proud of 
everyone at the 128th Air 
Refueling Wing and the hard 
work they’ve done.”
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PHOTO COURTESY OF MASTER SGT. LAUREN KMIEC Brodhead Independent-Register

 U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft assigned to the 127th Wing, Michigan 
National Guard, fly in formation behind a KC-135 Stratotanker assigned to the Wis-
consin Air National Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing in June in support of Exercise 
Air Defender. The international exercise integrates both U.S. and Allied air power to 
defend shared values while leveraging and strengthening vital partnerships to deter 
aggression around the world. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MASTER SGT. LAUREN KMIEC Brodhead Independent-Register

 U.S. Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft assigned 
to the 127th Wing, Michigan National Guard, fly off the 
wing of a KC-135 Stratotanker with the Wisconsin Air 
National Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing during an air 
bridge to Exercise Air Defender (AD23). 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MASTER SGT. LAUREN KMIEC Brodhead Independent-Register

 Master Sgt. Mathew Grzyb, a boom operator with the Wisconsin Air National 
Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing, refuels the A-10 Thunderbolt II aircraft assigned to 
the 127th Wing, Michigan National Guard during the air bridge on the way to Exercise 
Air Defender 2023 (AD23). 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MASTER SGT. LAUREN KMIEC Brodhead Independent-Register

 Capt. George Bacik and 1st Lt. Zachary Dickmann, pilots with the Wisconsin Air 
National Guard’s 128th Air Refueling Wing, conduct the preflight checklist on the KC-
35 Stratotanker aircraft in June in support of Exercise Air Defender. 
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