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Trees Unlimited Retirement Auction 
November 18th, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Location: 46W786 Allen Rd Hampshire IL 

COMPLETE RETIREMENT DISPERSAL – DO NOT MISS THIS AUCTION!!! 
 

Mike Powers (608) 214 – 5761   –   Dan Powers (608) 214 - 3765 

For More Information and Pictures Visit www.PowersAuction.com 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522 

Live & Onsite Bidding Available 
445462

Ten eyck 
Orchard
2 miles west of Brodhead
10 miles east of Monroe

Hwy. 11 & 81, Brodhead, WI
608-897-4014

Open every day 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

“Enjoy the fruits of our labor”
Exceptional apples

Our Family Farm
since 1839

44
65

95

Many varieties available now, including:

McCoun • McIntosh 
Sun Crisp • Cameo
Mutsu • Holiday

446608

BTC’s new facility nears completion
PHOTO COURTESY BRADLEY ZIEGLER, BLACKHAWK TECHNICAL COLLEGE Brodhead Independent-Register

	 The new Public Safety Education Center nears completion at Blackhawk Technical College. 

	 Friday, Nov. 3 marked three 
years since Rock and Green 
County voters approved 
Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege’s $32 million referendum 
project to create state-of-the-
art facilities for the college’s 
Public Safety and Transporta-
tion programs. 
	 Located at the corner of 
West Sunny Lane and Prairie 
Street along the northeast side 
of Central Campus, the project 
is now entering its final stages, 
with the last building expected 
to be completed by spring.
	 “Celebrating the progress of 
this transformative project fills 
me with gratitude for our com-
munity and optimism for the 

future,” said Dr. Tracy Pierner, 
President of Blackhawk.
	 The complex, which is 
known as the Public Safety + 
Transportation Studies Com-
plex (PSTC), already includes 
the Center for Transportation 
Studies, an Emergency Ve-
hicle Operator Course, a Fire 
Tower, an observation build-
ing and a scenario training vil-
lage.
	 Nearing completion is the 
new Public Safety Educa-
tion Center, which will house 
classrooms for Blackhawk’s 
emergency services, fire and 
police programs as well as a 
track, gym and fitness center. 
Most of the building’s exterior 

work is complete, with crews 
set to finalize the interior work 
over the winter.
	 In 2018, Blackhawk pur-
chased the land at West Sun-
ny Lane and Prairie Street 
to address the growing de-
mand for additional training 
spaces. After reviewing all 
needs, Blackhawk proposed a 
multi-purpose training com-
plex for EMS/EMT, Fire Pro-
tection Technician, Law En-
forcement, CDL/Truck Driver 
Training, Auto Technician, 
Diesel and Heavy Equipment 
Technician and Motorcycle 
Rider Safety. The complex 
also serves select workforce 
and community development 

offerings.
	 On Nov. 3, 2020, about 60 
percent of voters favored the 
referendum, moving the proj-
ect forward. Construction be-
gan in March 2021. By June 
2022, nearly all of the projects 
on the main training grounds 
were complete and open for 
use. Construction on the Pub-
lic Safety Education Center 
began in October 2022.
	 “As we near the completion 
of these cutting-edge facilities 
I am confident that they will 
empower our students with the 
tools and opportunities they 
need to succeed in their aca-
demic pursuits and careers,” 
Dr. Pierner said. 

Gov. Evers invests 
$15M in convention 
center in Janesville

	 On Nov. 2, Gov. Tony Evers announced a $15 million 
state investment to support the Woodman’s Sports and 
Convention Center project in Janesville. Following the 
Governor’s announcement, Senator Mark Spreitzer 
(D-Beloit) released the following statement:
	 “I thank Governor Evers for this important investment 
in our community using federal American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds. The Governor included a $15 million 
investment in this project in his 2023-2025 Capital 
Budget as part of the state budget process, but the 
funding was unfortunately not included by legislative 
Republicans in the final state budget that passed the 
legislature and was signed into law.
	 “I am deeply grateful to Governor Evers for his 
continued engagement with community stakeholders and 
local legislators over the past year, and his continued 
commitment to making this project a reality. The state’s 
investment in this redevelopment project will promote 
economic growth and will help Janesville and Rock 
County continue to be a leading destination in our 
region.
	 “I am thankful that Governor Evers recognized this 
project for what it is: a transformative project for the 
Janesville community. I look forward to continuing to 
work with local leaders, community stakeholders, and 
my constituents on next steps for the project.”
	 The Woodman’s Sports and Convention Center will 
redevelop space at Uptown Janesville at 2500 Milton 
Avenue. The $15 million in federal funding directed 
from the state will be combined with private fundraising, 
federal grants, and local funding to build a versatile 
facility that will create a $23 million annual impact on 
the local economy. The facility will host conventions, 
community events, sports competitions, Janesville Jets 
games, and more.

	 The Rock County Histori-
cal Society (RCHS) is asking 
local businesses, nonprofits 
and individuals to help bring 
joy to the community by 
sponsoring one or more trees 
at its annual Holiday Tree 
Show, presented by Black-
hawk Community Credit 
Union (BHCCU).
	 Held inside the Lin-
coln-Tallman Museum at 440 
N. Jackson Street in Janes-
ville, this year’s Tree Show 
will run from Nov. 24 to Dec. 
30. The open-house-style 
tours showcase more than 125 
creatively decorated trees, 
each sponsored by commu-
nity partners. In 2022, more 

than 2,500 people visited the 
museum during the holiday 
season.
	 “The tree show is an expe-
rience that delights everyone 
who visits, no matter their 
age. There is something mag-
ical about seeing the historic 
mansion filled with trees and 
decorations that community 
members have decorated,” 
said Tim Maahs, RCHS Ex-
ecutive Director. “We are 
grateful to the many business-
es, nonprofits and individuals 
who help to make this show 
special for our community 
and the many people who visit 
from surrounding areas.”
	 Tree sponsors may select 

from an array of evergreens, 
ranging in size from 3 to 12 
feet. They can opt to person-
ally decorate their chosen tree 
or enlist the help of dedicated 
RCHS volunteers.
	 Some businesses and non-
profits coordinate decorations 
with their organization, while 
others choose more traditional 
décor. This year, each tree will 
include a snowflake that lists 
the sponsor’s name.
	 For more information or 
to sponsor a tree, please con-
tact Kris Mathesius via email 
at operations@rchs.us or by 
phone at 608-756-4509 Ext. 
1003, or visit https://rchs.us/
holiday-trees. 

	 For the best selection, early 
reservation is recommended.
About RCHS
	 Home to six uniquely dif-
ferent historic sites on a 3.5-
acre campus in the historic 
Look West Neighborhood, 
the Rock County Historical 
Society’s mission is to bridge 
past and present through cap-
turing and sharing stories 
about Rock County. Its sites 
include the award-winning 
Lincoln-Tallman Museum, 
Helen Jeffris Wood Museum 
Center, RCHS Archives and 
Preservation Facility, Tallman 
Carriage House, Wilson-King 
Stonehouse, and the Frances 
Willard Schoolhouse.

Lincoln-Tallman Museum seeks sponsors for Holiday Tree Show
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Don’t Forget... 
Our deadline is 

FRIDAY at Noon!

FREE ESTIMATES

SE
AM

LESS GUTTERS

UNLIMITED
Since 1986

New Glarus, WI • 608-527-5699

Now offeriNg SeamleSS 
CuStom-made, oN Site, 

metal StaNdiNg 
Seam roofiNg aNd 
SeamleSS gutterS

421390

www.sgullc.com

DON’S    
APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

Don Thompson, Jr.

MOST BRANDS

608-365-2893
608-290-2511

Kenmore l Whirlpool
Maytag l GE

39
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Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520
Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm • Tues. 8am-6pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

43
61

65

When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447
425221

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Murray’s Auto 
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,

Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525 430183

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at  
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET 

��
��
��

Do You Live in the Country? 
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service: 

• No Phone Line Required! 
• Local Technical Support!
• No Monthly Data Limits! 

Broadband Internet 

39
22
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608-289-2891
Wholesale & Retail limestone
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
Quarries

421476

To be included in this section call 608-558-1909 or email ads2@indreg.com

LOCAL BUSINESSES YOU KNOW & TRUST!
Potential to reach over 12,000 weekly readers!

Available everywhere – 24/7 – online at www.indreg.com

AT YOUR SERVICE!
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	 The Wisconsin Addiction 
Recovery Helpline reached a 
significant milestone in Octo-
ber – five years of connecting 
state residents experiencing 
substance use concerns with 
local services and support. 
	 This free and confidential 
service supported by a grant 
from the Department Health 
Services (DHS) and man-
aged by 211 Wisconsin de-
buted in October 2018 as part 
of efforts by state officials to 
reduce drug overdoses. 
	 Since then, staff have an-
swered 31,591 calls, texts, 
and chats from all 72 Wis-
consin counties and nine of 
the 11 federally recognized 
Tribal nations with members 
in Wisconsin. These contacts 
resulted in 78,646 referrals to 
agencies providing substance 
use disorder assessment ser-
vices, counseling, inpatient 
care, residential care, outpa-
tient care, medication-assist-
ed treatment, and supports 
from people in recovery from 
a substance use disorder 
trained to help others.
	 “For five years, the Wis-
consin Addiction Recovery 
Helpline has offered people 
hope at a time when they 
may feel overwhelmed by 
what steps to take for health 
and healing,” said DHS 
Secretary-designee Kirsten 
Johnson. “Staffed by caring, 
trained specialists, it is a 
safe, trusted resource to turn 
to for information. We are 
grateful for the work of 211 
Wisconsin and all the people 
who have made this service a 
success.”
	 People can contact the 
Wisconsin Addiction Re-
covery Helpline 24/7 with 
questions about services and 
supports related to all drugs, 
including alcohol, cannabis, 
cocaine, methamphetamine, 
opioids, and tobacco whether 
they are struggling with drug 
use themselves, or are con-
cerned for a family member 
or friend. The specialists who 
answer the contacts work to 
understand the needs of the 
person and help them nav-
igate services and supports 
available to them.
	 “Recovery from a sub-

stance use disorder is possi-
ble,” said Charlene Mouille, 
president and CEO of United 
Way of Wisconsin and 211 
Wisconsin. “We want people 
to know that our commitment 
is to be there for people, no 
matter where they stand on 
their road to recovery. Our 
primary focus is on facilitat-
ing a non-judgmental con-
nection, ensuring individuals 
access the right help at the 
right time and in the right en-
vironment.”
	 To reach the Wisconsin 
Addiction Recovery Help-
line: call 211 or 833-944-
4673 or text your ZIP code 
to 898211 or chat at addic-
tionhelpwi.org
	 The information available 
by phone, text, or chat can 
also be found through the 
search tool at addictionhelp-
wi.org, with 138,839 online 
searches completed since 
2018. This database current-
ly includes information about 
2,114 agencies offering 
5,268 different services and 
supports. Most of the con-
tacts to the Wisconsin Addic-
tion Recovery Helpline are 
related to alcohol, followed 
by stimulants, then opioids.
	 People with concerns re-
garding the use of opioids 
and stimulants who contact 
the Wisconsin Addiction 
Recovery Helpline have 
the option to be connected 
with a person who can help 
them through their recovery 
journey. Recovery coaches 
provide this service as part 
of a partnership between 
211 Wisconsin and the Cou-
lee Recovery Center in La 
Crosse. More than 1,800 
people have been referred to 
recovery coaches since the 
launch of this partnership in 
2020.
	 DHS provides 211 Wis-
consin $514,000 each year to 
operate the Wisconsin Addic-
tion Recovery Helpline. The 
funding comes from Wiscon-
sin’s share of the State Opi-
oid Response Grant, a fed-
eral program that supports 
prevention, harm reduction, 
treatment, and recovery ser-
vices focused on ending the 
state’s opioid epidemic.

	 The Wisconsin Department 
of Safety and Professional Ser-
vices (DSPS) has reached an 
agreement with the National 
Association of Boards of Phar-
macy that will lead to faster 
licensing of Wisconsin phar-
macy students graduating into 
the profession. 
	 The move also enables the 
department to eliminate some 
current pharmacy licensing 
steps, bringing more efficien-
cy to the process for DSPS, as 
well. 
	 “We continue to invest in 
people and technology, while 
evaluating our processes to 
find opportunities for improve-
ment,” DSPS Secretary-des-
ignee Dan Hereth said. “The 
Evers Administration and our 
agency leadership are focused 
on innovation, efficiency, and 
making Wisconsin DSPS a 
leader in licensing while re-
maining steadfast in our com-
mitment to public safety.” 
	 The group responsible for 
post-graduate competency 
testing of Wisconsin’s pharma-
cy school grads, the National 
Association of Boards of Phar-
macy (NABP), will now be the 
authority granting approval to 
test. Currently, graduates must 
send proof of graduation to 
Wisconsin DSPS, which then 

notifies NABP. Having the 
students send proof directly 
to NABP removes a step and 
speeds up the licensing pro-
cess. In addition, the move al-
lows DSPS to save time previ-
ously spent reviewing requests 
for testing before passing them 
along to NABP. 
	 “We brought this issue to 
DSPS because we felt there 
was a redundancy in the pro-
cess,” said Steve Swanson, 
Dean of the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School 
of Pharmacy. “We want to 
get our graduates into the 
state workforce as quickly as 
possible. We’re thankful to 
have partners like Secretary 
Hereth, DSPS and the Phar-
macy Board who are open and 
willing to work on process im-
provements.”  
	 NABP will also now noti-
fy DSPS electronically when 
test takers pass, an improve-
ment that eliminates the need 
for DSPS staff to manually 

enter test scores. Once DSPS 
receives electronic notifica-
tion of passing, assuming an 
applicant has met all other 
requirements, a Wisconsin li-
cense will automatically be 
issued without further staff en-
gagement. In addition, the test 
scores will be electronically 
updated in the applicant’s file, 
meaning they should be able to 
see their score right away. Pre-
viously, they had to reach out 
to DSPS and ask for their test 
score. 
	 These changes take effect 
Nov. 14.  
	 The streamlining of licens-
ing processes for pharmacists 
and other professions is among 
a growing list of improve-
ments at DSPS since Gov. 
Evers appointed Hereth to lead 
the agency. Recent work in-
cludes upgrades to the state’s 
Prescription Drug Monitoring 
Program, providing a new fire 
risk tool to better protect Wis-
consin communities, and the 

first update to state plumbing 
code in well over a decade.  
	 DSPS launched its Occu-
pational Licensing: By the 
Numbers dashboard at the 
end of August, showing the 
department is issuing more li-
censes more quickly than ever 
before. The dashboard, which 
updates in real time, current-
ly shows the average time for 
DSPS to review new applica-
tion submissions is four cal-
endar days. 

About DSPS
	 DSPS issues more than 240 
unique licenses, administers 
dozens of boards and coun-
cils that regulate professions, 
enforces state building codes, 
and maintains the Wisconsin 
Enhanced Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program, which 
is a key tool in the multi-fac-
eted public health campaign 
to stem excessive opioid pre-
scribing. A fee-based agency, 
DSPS is self-sustaining and 
receives no general fund tax 
dollars for its day-to-day op-
erations. With four offices and 
250 employees throughout 
Wisconsin, DSPS collaborates 
with constituents and stake-
holders across a wide range 
of industries to promote safety 
and advance the economy.

Faster licensing of Wis. pharmacy school grads
Wisconsin DSPS, state pharmacy schools join to improve processes

Police brief
Rock Co. deputy arrests Beloit man for OWI
	 On Nov. 5, at approximate-
ly 1:24 a.m., a Rock Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
stopped to check on a vehicle 
as it parked on the side of the 
road and turned on its hazard 
lights in front of Lot 1119 at 
6219 S Hwy 51, in the town 
of Rock in Rock County. The 
driver was identified as Cris-
tian Sandoval, 30, from Be-
loit. Cristian displayed signs 
of impairment and after the 
investigation was arrested 
for Operating While Intoxi-
cated.
	 Cristian has three prior 
convictions for Operating 
While Intoxicated, making 
this arrest a 4th Offense, 

which is 
a felony. 
Cristian was 
transported 
to the Rock 
County Jail 
and will 
be sched-
uled for Jail 
Court on 

Monday, Nov. 6 at 3 p.m.
	 “Pursuant to the directive 
of the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court, as found in Supreme 
Court Rule 20:3.6, Trial Pub-
licity, you are advised that a 
charge is merely an accusa-
tion and that a defendant is 
presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.”

Cristian 
Sandoval

Wis. Addiction Recovery 
Helpline marks five years

More than 31,000 calls, texts, chats
for support answered since 2018

“ 

We continue to invest in people and 
technology, while evaluating our processes 
to find opportunities for improvement.”

– DSPS Secretary-designee
Dan Hereth
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DECEMBER AUCTION - Accepting Consignments in November

Hwy 64 Auctions 
Consignment Auction

December 1, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM
Timed Auction: December 3rd - Lots Closing at 8:00 AM

5498 Hwy 64, Baldwin, IA 52207 • Hwy 64 Auctions Offi  ce: (563) 673-6400
Scott Franzen: (319) 480-3604 • Sheri Dosland (563) 212-0453

HWY 64 AUCTIONS WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS ON NOVEMBER 1st! 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 
Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments 

Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 
Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Websites at www.hwy64auctions.com or 

www.powersauction.com For More Details and Information!

November 22 - Last Day to Consign

December 1 - Hwy 64 Auction - Starts at 8:00 AM

December 3 - Hwy 64 Timed Auction
- Lots Start Closing at 8:00 AM

Mark Your Calendars for 
December 1 and Consign 

Your Equipment Early!

Call & Schedule
an Appointment!

No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 446266

— LAND AUCTION —
48.49 Acres in One Tract • 48.25 +/- Tillable Acres

Green County, WI • Decatur Township, Section 24 & 34
Arthur T. & Karen M. Donaldson Estate

TUESDAY, NOV. 14 • 1 P.M.
DIRECTIONS TO PROPERTY: Approximately ¼ mile north of Hwy. 11/Hwy. 104 (County Road 
T) Intersection on Hwy. 104. Property is vacant land located on west side of Hwy. 104. Watch for 
George Auction signs.
AUCTION LOCATION: Public Houzz – 906 W. Exchange Street, Brodhead, WI 53520. Luncheon 
and refreshments will be complementary, beginning with registration at noon.
TERMS: 5% buyer’s fee. $10,000 earnest money cash or personal check, balance due at closing in 45 
days or less. Successful bidder required to sign a standard offer to purchase with no contingencies. 
All announcements made day of sale take precedence over printed material. Seller may accept or 
reject any and all bids.

George Auction Service
& Real Estate, LLC

Reg. WI Auctioneers: Dean George #486 (cell 608-751-5703), Kale George #2811 (office 608-882-6123)
Reg. IL Auctioneer: Kale George #441002280

11211 North Union Road, Evansville, WI 53536 • (608) 882-6123
For complete listing and photos log on to www.georgeauction.com 
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	 Wisconsin leaders from busi-
ness, agriculture, education, 
government, and nonprofit sec-
tors set their sights on a future 
in which Wisconsin successful-
ly harnesses Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) technologies to spur 
economic growth and create an 
economy that works for every-
one.
	 Appointed by Gov. Tony 
Evers, members of the Gover-
nor’s Task Force on Workforce 
and Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
convened in Madison this week 
for the group’s first meeting. 
Administered by the Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce De-
velopment in coordination with 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration and Wisconsin 
Economic Development Corp., 
the task force aims to identify 
policies and investments that 
will continue to advance Wis-
consin workers, employers, and 
job seekers through this techno-
logical transformation.
	 “The 30 task force members 
are bringing wisdom, experi-
ence, and a sense of optimism 
about a future in which AI can 
advance equity and economic 
opportunity through workforce 
training and employer inno-
vation,” said DWD Secretary 
Amy Pechacek, who serves 
as task force chair. “While the 
task force members acknowl-

PHOTO COURTESY KELCH AVIATION MUSEUM Brodhead Independent-Register

	 The Kelch Aviation Museum is currently undergoing construction this fall. The Phase III “Welcome Atrium” 
is nearly finished and the museum expects to start building displays and hanging airplanes soon.

Juda Zion Community 
Church to collect for 

Green Co. food pantry
	 The youth group members of the Juda Zion 
Community Church will be holding their annual food 
collection for the Green County Food Pantry and the 
Little Blue Food Pantry on Saturday, Nov. 11 from 8 a.m. 
till noon at the Jefferson Township Recycling Center 
located on Walnut Street in Juda.  
	 Items needed are stove top stuffing mixes, canned 
green beans, cream of mushroom soup or any other 
canned vegetable items.  
	 Also appreciated to stock the shelves would be canned 
fruit, tuna, hamburger/tuna helper, any soup, crackers, 
cereal, peanut butter, canned meals and pudding or Jello 
either regular or sugar free.  
	 Please box or bag the items if at all possible.  

	 Wisconsin’s Volunteer In-
come Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Tax Counseling for the 
Elderly (TCE) programs are 
ramping up for the 2024 tax 
season and they need volun-
teers.
	 Whether a person is a stu-
dent, retiree or anyone look-
ing to serve the community, 
the VITA and TCE programs 
offer a unique opportunity to 
engage with and help people 
in a meaningful way while 
building valuable skills. 
	 “Volunteers are the heart 
of these essential programs,” 
said Wisconsin Department 
of Revenue Secretary Peter 
Barca. “The time and dedi-
cation they put into helping 
their friends and neighbors 
throughout the state is a pro-
found example of Wiscon-
sin’s giving spirit.” 
	 The VITA and TCE pro-
grams offer free tax prepa-
ration services to qualifying 
Wisconsin taxpayers. 

Who can volunteer?
	 Anyone. There is need for 
help in several positions, in-
cluding reception greeters, 
document intake, and income 
tax preparation. Account-
ing or finance experience is 
not necessary to volunteer. 
Those helping clients with 
tax preparation services will 
receive formal training, mak-
ing this a good opportunity 

to learn about federal and 
state tax laws, and the prepa-
ration process while serving 
the communities where they 
live and work. 

How to apply 
	 Anyone interested in giv-
ing their time to either the 
VITA or TCE programs 
during the tax season from 
January through April 2024 
should, before Nov. 30: 
	 • Fill out a Community 
Volunteer Information form 
on the Department of Reve-
nue website. 
	 • Contact DOR’s VI-
TA-TCE Program Coordina-
tor Juan Carlos Reyes at 608-
261-5236 or at  juan.reyes@
wisconsin.gov. 
	 Volunteers with the VITA 
and TCE programs annually 
prepare nearly 45,000 tax 
returns at about 160 loca-
tions statewide. The VITA 
program is a cooperative 
effort by the IRS and many 
individual states, includ-
ing Wisconsin. Volunteers 
trained by the IRS and DOR 
prepare basic income tax re-
turns for free. The TCE pro-
gram is supported by AARP. 
The AARP’s Tax-Aide vol-
unteers train in cooperation 
with the IRS and DOR to 
prepare basic income tax re-
turns for free during tax sea-
son. Most of these sites offer 
free electronic filing.

Members of Wis. task force 
set sights on future with AI

Task force members envision future with tech-savvy workforce

Kelch Aviation Museum undergoes construction

edged the apprehension many 
people have toward AI, they 
emphasized the need to invest 
in change management along 
with educational and training 
initiatives to drive responsible 
adoption of these technolo-
gies.”
	 “Wisconsin manufacturers, 
medical practitioners, ag pro-
ducers, and more are already 
employing AI to augment their 
workforce, improve efficiency, 
and in some cases, even save 
lives with better diagnostics 
and treatments,” said WEDC 
CEO and Secretary Missy 
Hughes. “However, as the ex-
pert presenters from Google, 
Gartner, and Microsoft noted, 
we all have a lot to learn as 
these technologies evolve.”
	 The task force members 
were asked to come up with 
an initial list of their priorities 
to help prepare Wisconsin’s 
workforce to take advantage of 
the emerging technologies. The 
following is a synthesis of key 
ideas:
	 • Educate employers, work-

ers, and students to help pre-
pare for the future of AI;
	 • Make sure policy makers 
and leaders have an under-
standing of AI;
	 • Improve access to training 
to speed skill attainment;
	 • Invest in community-based 
partners, programs, and small 
businesses to foster innovation;
	 • Know which populations 
are marginalized or may be dis-
advantaged by these emerging 
technologies and take steps to 
reduce barriers;
	 • Invest in change manage-
ment to initiate and integrate 
successful adoption of AI;
	 • Use data and analytics to 
help refine these approaches 
and adjust over time to boost 
economic growth.
	 In an exercise designed to 
identify a vision for Wiscon-
sin’s future with AI, one of 
the task force subcommittees 
summed it up with this head-
line: “Wisconsin leverages 
AI to create an economy that 
works for everyone and pro-
vides AI opportunities to mar-

ginalized communities.”
	 In closing remarks capping 
off the first task force meeting, 
DOA Secretary Kathy Blu-
menfeld encouraged task force 
members to approach their 
work with optimism, curiosity, 
and a healthy sense of skepti-
cism to help separate fear and 
hype from reality.
	 “The Governor’s Task Force 
on Workforce and Artificial In-
telligence is off to a great start 
and we look forward to work-
ing with these leaders in the 
months ahead as they propose 
policy, budget, and education-
al solutions to help move our 
great state forward,” Blumen-
feld said.
	 The next full meeting of 
the Governor’s Task Force on 
Workforce and Artificial In-
telligence is set for Dec. 4 in 
Milwaukee. Keep up with task 
force activities by signing up 
for email notifications and learn 
more about the task force on the 
website. Find Gov. Evers’ Ex-
ecutive Order #211 creating the 
task force online.

Free tax assistance 
programs need 
volunteers for 2024

Wisconsin offers training on
tax preparation process



Page 4        THE INDEPENDENT-REGISTER       Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023

4   VETS DAY #1

THANK YOU AREA VETERANS 
FOR YOUR SERVICE

The highest quality repair and complete
customer satisfaction!!!

We have the experience, skill and facilities to
return your vehicle back to showroom NEW condition.

FREE LOANER CAR
When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447 • bodycraftersautobody@gmail.com

We have one GOAL at

40
67

99

Proudly serving Brodhead and
the stateline area since 1986.

Brodhead, WI
Across from Subway

Schlittler Construction Co., Inc.
909 E. 9th Avenue, Brodhead, WI

608-897-4262
Excavating • Grading • Waterways • Crossings

Diversions • Ponds • Soil Borings • Septic Systems
Waterlines • Sand • Gravel • Fill • Top Soil • Ag Lime

    

    

    

    

    

    

40
68

00

Midnight Maniacs
Demo & Garage

Paul W. Heins, Owner • 608-558-9511
1013 West 3rd Ave. • Brodhead, WI 53520

(Under The Old Brodhead Water Tower)

“Call Us For All Your Routine Maintenance Needs”

Tires • Brakes
Oil Changes

Tune Ups • Exhaust
Fast, Honest & Affordable

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday CLOSED 40

67
94

Schwartzlow 
Fertilizer 

Warehouse
E. 3rd Avenue at the 

railroad tracks, Brodhead
608-897-4511

108513

Schwartzlow 
Fertilizer 

Warehouse
E. 3rd Avenue at the 

railroad tracks, Brodhead
608-897-4511

40
67

97

406801

WE APPRECIATE OUR 
VETERANS & MILITARY MEMBERS!
• BRODHEAD • ALBANY • JUDA • ORFORDVILLE •— 2023 —

Open Everyday 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
1604 1st Center Ave., Brodhead

608-897-2105

When it’s VALUE you’re 
looking for, turn to the PIG!

– Locally Owned –
For your bravery & dedication, we thank you!

427524

BARTELT
Enterprises Inc.

800 E. Briggs Drive
Albany, WI 53502

Serving 
Southern Wisconsin

Call today! 1-800-862-3141
www.barteltpaving.com

• Asphalt Paving
• Sealcoating

• Crack Filling
• Asphalt Repairs

• Snow Removal

FREE ESTIMATES!!
FULLY INSURED!!

427523

	 The truck raffle on Oct. 21 
organized by the Orfordville 
American Legion Post 209 was 
a success. 
	 Three winners from Indiana, 
Orfordville, and West Allis, Wis. 
won the three prizes of a brand 
new Chevrolet Silverado Truck, 
$3,000 and $1,000.
	 Some of the extra benefits 
besides raising money for the 
Post are pointed out by James 
Carlini, the chairman of the raffle 
who observed, “This raffle has 
brought the American Legion 
Post and the community more 
positive recognition as well as 
building a more cohesive work-
ing relationship with many local 
businesses throughout the area 
of Janesville, Beloit, Brodhead, 
Evansville, and Orfordville.”
	 “We need to work together to 
promote the area and focus on 

economic development which 
helps everyone in the communi-
ties,” Carlini added.
	 The Post recently delivered a 
cake to Burtness Chevrolet for 
their help and assistance. Burt-
ness Chevrolet was the source of 
the truck the Post purchased for 
the raffle. Their team also helped 
in selling tickets and providing 
a truck to display at every event 
the Post sold tickets at from the 
Albany Lions Car Show to the 
Botanical Gardens in Janesville, 
to the Sugar River Bank in Brod-
head and the Bank of Brodhead 
for Covered Bridge Days and 
many other places around the 
area.
	 Mike Eggleston, Vice Chair-
man of the Raffle Committee, 
pointed out, “For our first time, 
we overcame some obstacles and 
we learned a lot for next year.”

Orfordville American Legion 209 truck raffle a success

PHOTO COURTESY JAMES CARLINI Brodhead Independent-Register

	 James Carlini and Mike Eggleston of American Legion Post 209 delivering cake to the team at Burtness Chevrolet.

Veteran’s affair officer visits tribal nations
WDVA secretary-designee 

travels to every one of 
state’s 11 Tribal Nations

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT 

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

	 Over the past several months, 
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 
(WDVA) Secretary-designee James 
Bond has traveled to each of Wisconsin’s 
11 federally recognized Tribes to meet 
with leaders and Tribal Veteran Service 
Officers to discuss the issues unique to 
veterans in their communities. Secretary-
designee Bond was pleased to be 
accompanied by the Department’s new 
Tribal Liaison, Melissa Doud.
	 “I was honored to be a guest with 
each of Wisconsin’s Tribes as we 
discussed how our sovereign nations 
could best work together for veterans,” 
said Secretary-designee Bond. “Native 

Americans have one of the highest 
representations in the armed forces, and 
we are indebted to them for their service. 
That means meeting them where they 
are and ensuring they receive all the 
benefits and services they’ve earned while 
respecting their culture and celebrating 
their contributions.”
	 Secretary-designee Bond heard many 
of the same concerns from each of the 
meetings with leaders, including access to 
health care, mental health care, housing, 
employment, and a need for more services 
to aid in the transition from military to 
civilian life.
	 “I am a proud member of the Lac 
du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa Indians and a 20-year Army 
Veteran, and I’m deeply committed to 
advocating for Tribal communities and 
my fellow veterans,” said WDVA Tribal 
Liaison Doud. “These visits are just the 
start as we make every effort to work  

PHOTO COURTESY JAMES CARLINI Brodhead Independent-Register

	 Post 209 Commander Kurt Stuvengen presenting a big Eagle Award to Dennis 
Burtness on the truck raffle night in recognition of his company’s help. The inscrip-
tion on the Eagle Award is “Soaring Together to Build Success.”

See VISITS, Page 5
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Wisconsin National Guard, Papua New Guinea techs train together
Latest exchange could make lasting impact in State Partnership Program

WISCONSIN NATIONAL GUARD 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
	 Two members of the Wis-
consin Air National Guard’s 
115th Fighter Wing and their 
counterparts in the Papua New 
Guinea Defence Force were 
part of a recent subject matter 
expert exchange for explo-
sive ordnance disposal (EOD) 
Sept. 18-22 at Camp Ripley 
Training Center, Little Falls, 
Minnesota.
	 Thirty EOD specialists – 
including the Air Force, Air 
National Guard and Air Force 
Reserve as well as the Navy 
– attended the advanced con-
ventional course, created and 
hosted by the Minnesota Air 
National Guard’s 148th Fight-
er Wing. The course empha-
sized five components of the 
civil engineer EOD strategy 
– restore readiness, invest in 
technology, drive innovation, 
develop and retain leaders, 
and partnership.
	 “Bringing technicians from 
different components and 
services allows us to share 
knowledge widely,” said 
Capt. Ana Smith, Air National 
Guard functional area manag-
er. “Attendees can take what 
they learned to their units, 
which multiplies the value of 
the course.”
	 Senior Master Sgt. Erich 
Sanford, the EOD Flight su-
perintendent with the 115th 
Fighter Wing, said the partici-
pants from Papua New Guinea 
were pleased with the training 
opportunity.
	 “They were able to practice 
what had only been trained in 
theory,” Sanford said.
	 Participants used diverse 
tools on live ordnance at Camp 
Ripley’s Leach Impact Area, 
one of two artillery ranges 
on post – and an ideal site for 
detonating ordnance. Working 
in five groups, they identified 

unexploded ordnance using 
reconnaissance techniques, 
X-Ray interpretation and tech-
nical data. Once the rounds 
were identified, they devel-
oped “render-safe” procedures 
for the live ordnance.
	 “Adaptability is the key to 
survivability in EOD,” San-
ford said. “Working with other 
units in a team environment is 
the best way to shift and share 
our perspectives.”
	 This course, and similar 
exchanges, are critical to fos-
ter relationships between the 
Wisconsin National Guard 
and the Papua New Guinea 
Defence Force to promote 
security cooperation. Maj. 
Jessica Kelly, the Wisconsin 
National Guard’s State Part-

nership Program coordinator, 
traveled to Camp Ripley to 
observe how the Papua New 
Guinea participants integrated 
with other EOD technicians.
	 “It was an amazing expe-

rience to witness not only 
Wisconsin National Guard 
and U.S. Air Force capabili-
ties in the EOD field, but also 
see the exchange of common 
practices amongst the Papua 

New Guinea Defence Force 
and how they are similar and 
different with those of the U.S. 
Air Force,” Kelly said. “The 
Wisconsin National Guard 
and the 148th EOD Flight 
welcomed the Papua New 
Guinea Defence Force as their 
own brethren, and participated 
in field objectives that con-
sisted of a once-in-a-lifetime 
shared experience.”
	 Master Sgt. Mark Hilleren, 
148th EOD Flight superin-
tendent and the designer of 
this advanced conventional 
course, said teams spent a day 
testing an assortment of ex-
plosives and charges to under-
stand their effects.
	 “We allow teams the op-
portunity to get exposure to 
our entire explosive inventory, 
and the space and freedom to 
practice varying techniques.”
	 Part of the training involved 
removing large-caliber projec-
tiles lodged in 105-mm gun 
barrels.
	 “If a weapons system such 
as an F-16 or A-10 experienc-
es a jam or lodged projectile, 
an EOD team could be called 
to remove the projectile,” 
Hilleren said, “which allows 
the equipment to be put back 
in service.”
	 Course participants also 
used sandbags to build barri-

ers to protect structures, built 
for this purpose by the 148th 
Civil Engineering Squadron, 
from live ordnance. Barriers 
were built based on infor-
mation from technical data 
and manuals, and then tested 
against live ordnance.
	 Smith said all U.S.-trained 
EOD technicians attend the 
same initial schooling and 
operate from the same manu-
als, but operational roles vary 
from the Air Force and Navy.
	 “Further, each EOD flight 
has a slightly different focus, 
depending on the mission of 
their base,” Smith explained. 
“Because of this, technicians 
have differing levels of hands-
on experience with various 
procedures. The training en-
vironment at Camp Ripley 
allowed us to conduct realistic 
training that capitalized on the 
real-world knowledge of EOD 
technicians from different 
backgrounds.”
	 Kelly said the current rela-
tionship between the Papua 
New Guinea Defence Force 
and the Wisconsin National 
Guard is “alive and thriving,” 
and continues to grow with 
each event.
	 Audrey Flanagan of the 
Minnesota Air National 
Guard’s 148th Fighter Wing 
contributed to this report.

McClaren Machine & Tool Co.
Over 70 years of quality service

202 17th St., Brodhead, WI • 608-897-4017
 — PROVEN PERFORMANCE —

Machine & Tool, LLC

MACHINE & TOOL, LLC

Machine & Tool, LLC

Machine & Tool, LLC

McClaren

406807

Joseph K. Murphy, D.C.
Bus: 608-897-2136
Fax: 608-897-8366

2504 First Center Ave.
Brodhead, WI 53520

44
58

93

elmerteam.cxn@gmail.com
Jerry Elmer: 608-558-3015

Ann-Marie Elmer: 608-558-3016

608.897.9500Jerry & Ann-Marie Elmer

Brokers/Owners

445868

www.realestateconnectionswi.com

Buying or selling? Call US first!

FOOTVILLE ROCK & LIME CORP

• Crushed Limestone Products
• Ag Lime for Lawn and Farm Fields
• Topsoil   • Free Stall Sand
• Decorative Landscape Stone
• Fill: Dirt & Sand    • Mulch

14249 West Dorner Road, Brodhead WI 53520
www.footvillerocklimecorp.com

WE
DELIVER!

445891

608-876-6608

On The Square, MOnrOe, WI • 608-325-2600
neW hOurS: TueS.-FrI. 9 a.M.-5 p.M., 

SaT. 9 a.M.-4 p.M., ClOSed Sunday & MOnday

regISTered JeWelerS
aMerICan geM SOCIeTy

44
58

92

Quality is No Accident

KEVIN ROTHENBUEHLER208 1st Center Ave
BRODHEAD  WI  53520

6 0 8 . 8 9 7. 8 2 3 4
f a x  6 0 8 - 8 9 7 - 3 818

e m a i l  b r o d h e a d . c o l l i s i o n @ y a h o o . c o m
406798

1934 N. State Road 104
608-862-3156

406791

PARTY AT GARY’S CENTER!
   Food • Drinks • Fun

406793

GARY’S CENTER TAVERN
          BAR & GRILL

108 N. Water Street
Downtown Albany

608-862-3320

ARN’S AUTO SERVICE

•	Engine	Repair
•	Brake	Service
•	Suspension	&	Steering
•	Oil	Changes

•	Electrical	Systems
•	Heating	&	A/C
•	4	Wheel	Computerized	Alignment
•	Tire	Sales	–	Most	Brands

•	Hunter	Tire	Changer	&	Balancing
•	Exhaust	Systems
•	Transmission	Maintenance
•	Radiator	Service

— Complete Automotive Repair Shop —
FOR SERVICE: 608-897-3330

802 2nd ST. • BRODHEAD, WI 53520 • M-F 7:30am-5pm
arnsauto.com • casey@arnsauto.com

427526

WE APPRECIATE OUR 
VETERANS & MILITARY MEMBERS!
• BRODHEAD • ALBANY • JUDA • ORFORDVILLE •— 2023 —

Not FDIC Insured

Not a Deposit Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency

No Bank Guarantee May Lose Value

Lon E. Lederman • Jared Arn
FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS

1019 1st Center Ave., Ste A
Brodhead, WI

445889

In Business Since 1992www.greenwoodsweatlthmanagement.com
608-897-3015

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates.

Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds •Advisory Services • Annuities 
IRA’s •  401K Rollovers • College Planning • Life Insurance

•	Visits   (Continued from page 4)
together and build relationships 
to get the needed services to 
Tribal veterans.”
	 Secretary-designee Bond 
and Doud visited the Red Cliff 
Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa, Bad River Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa, and Lac 
du Flambeau Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa in June; the 

Saint Croix Chippewa and Lac 
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake 
Superior Chippewa in July; the 
Ho-Chunk Nation in August; 
and the Sokaogon Chippewa 
Community (Mole Lake), For-
est County Potawatomi, Stock-
bridge-Munsee, Menominee 
Tribe of Wisconsin, and the 
Oneida Nation in October. 

PHOTO COURTESY WISCONSIN NATIONAL GUARD Brodhead Independent-Register

	 Members of the Wisconsin Air National Guard’s 115th Fighter Wing and their coun-
terparts in the Papua New Guinea Defence Force were part of a recent subject matter 
expert exchange for explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) on Sept. 18 to 22 at Camp 
Ripley Training Center, Little Falls, Minn.
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
TOWN OF SPRING VALLEY

Notice is hereby given that on Monday, November 20, 2023, 6:00 p.m. at the Orfordville Fire Station 
Meeting Room, 173 North Wright Street, Orfordville, WI, a PUBLIC HEARING on the PROPOSED 2024 
BUDGET of the Town of Spring Valley will be held. The proposed budget in detail is available for inspec-
tion at the town clerk’s home or by email. The following is a summary of the proposed 2024 budget.

REVENUES	 2023	 2024	 %Change
Taxes:  General Levy	 $388,878	 $389,508	 0.16
Other Taxes	 $2,262	 $2,262	 0.00
Intergovernmental Revenues	 $174,062	 $226,483	 30.12
Licenses and Permits	 $4,719	 $13,015	 175.78
Misc. Revenues	 $ 592	 $5,000	 744.10
TOTAL REVENUES	 $570,514	 $636,268	 11.53
			 
EXPENDITURES			 
General Government	 $64,006	 $68,957	 7.74
Public Safety	 $174,260	 $165,892	 -4.80
Public Works	 $320,298	 $389,469	 21.60
Health & Human Services	 $2,800	 $2,800	 0.00
Culture Rec & Education	 $150	 $150	 0.00
Capital Outlay	 $4,000	 $4,000	 0.00
Reserve for Contingency	 $5,000	 $5,000	 0.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES	 $570,514	 $636,268	 11.53

NOTICE OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING OF THE ELECTORS OF THE TOWN OF SPRING VALLEY
Notice is hereby given that on Monday, November 20, 2023, immediately following completion of the 
public hearing on the proposed 2024 budget, which begins at 6:00 p.m. at the Orfordville Fire Station 
Meeting Room, 173 North Wright Street, Orfordville, WI, a special town meeting of the electors will be 
held, called pursuant to Section 60.12 (1) of Wisconsin Statutes by the Spring Valley Town Board, for 
the following purpose: To approve the 2022 total town tax levy (to be collected in 2023), pursuant to 
Section 60.10 (1) (a) of Wisconsin Statutes.

Dated this 4th day of November, 2023- by Dela Ends, Town Clerk 
608 897-4288 tsvclerk@gmail.com 

The Independent Register
11/8, 11/15/2023
WNAXLP	 446535

Town of Spring Grove
Budget Public Hearing

Tuesday, November 21, 2023
5:00 P.M.

Spring Grove Town Hall, N2475 Co GG, Brodhead, WI

Proposed 2024 Budget (The detailed proposed budget is available for inspection at the town clerk’s 
office, by appointment.)   The following is a summary of the proposed 2024 budget:

2024 BUDGET INFORMATION
	 Proposed 2024
	 BUDGET	 2023 BUDGET
REVENUES
TAXES  GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES	 $368,366.00	 $366,243.00
ARPA		  $  50,000.00
INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE	 $151,022.00	 $150,998.00
LICENSES & PERMITS	 $    3,000.00 	 $    3,000.00
MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES	 $    1,000.00	 $    1,000.00
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES	 $    4,000.00 	 $    2,500.00
RECYCLING GRANT	 $    1,600.00 	 $    1,600.00
TOTAL REVENUES	 $528,988.00    	 $575,341.00

EXPENDITURES
GENERAL GOVERNMENT	 $  67,650.00	 $  74,700.00
PUBLIC SAFETY	 $373,038.00	 $412,391.00
PUBLIC WORKS	 $    8,150.00	 $    8,100.00
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES	 $    6,470.00	 $    6,470.00
DEBT SERVICE	 $  73,680.00    	 $  73,680.00
TOTAL EXPENSES	 $528,988.00	 $575,341.00

Notice of Special Town Meeting of the Electors of the Town of Spring Grove

Notice is hereby given that a special town meeting of the Town of Spring Grove, Green County, Wis-
consin will be held at the town hall located at N2475 County Hwy GG, Brodhead, Wisconsin, on the21st 
day of November, 2023, immediately following the completion of the Public Hearing on the proposed 
2024 town budget, which begins at 5:00 p.m., for the following purposes: 

1. To approve year 2024 highway expenditures pursuant to s.81.01 (3), Wis. Statutes.
2. To approve the 2023 total town tax levy to be collected in 2024 pursuant to s. 60.10(1)(a), 
    Wis. Stat. 

Deb Cline, Clerk

The Independent Register
11/8,  11/15/2023
WNAXLP	 446629

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
CITY OF BRODHEAD

RE: Vacation, Abandonment 
and Discontinuance of a 
portion of a public street in 
the City of Brodhead, Green 
County, Wisconsin, described 
as follows:

That part of 8th Street locat-
ed within the Original Plat of 
the City of Brodhead, Green 
County, Wisconsin described 
as follows: bounded on the 
east by the west boundary of 
the right-of-way of W. 3rd Av-
enue, bounded on the north 
by the south boundary of Lot 
173 of the Original Plat Block 
38, bounded on the west by a 
line running parallel from the 
western boundary of Lot 173 
of the Original Plat Block 38 
to the western boundary of 

Lot 309 of the Original Plat 
Block 64, and bounded on 
the south by the north bound-
ary of Lot 309 of the Original 
Plat Block 64.

Reserving a permanent utility 
easement including for such 
purpose the right to operate 
necessary equipment there-
on, and the right of reason-
able ingress and egress to 
maintain said utilities.

Notice is hereby given that there 
has been a preliminary resolu-
tion by the Common Council of 
the City of Brodhead on August 
21, 2023, tentatively vacating 
and discontinuing the portion 
of the platted public street de-
scribed above in the city.

1. This preliminary resolution is 
subject to the passage of the 
final resolution by the common 

council after the public hearing 
scheduled for such consider-
ation to be held on November 
20, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. in the 
Common Council Chambers of 
the City of Brodhead located 
at 1111 West 2nd Avenue, Brod-
head, Wisconsin.

2 All persons, their agents or at-
torneys will be given an opportu-
nity to be heard relative thereto.

Dated this 16th day of October 
2023. 

CITY OF BRODHEAD

_______________________
Keri Miller, City Treasurer/
Deputy City Clerk

The Independent Register
10/25, 11/1, 11/8/2023
WNAXLP	 445682

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
GREEN COUNTY

In the matter of the name 
change of: Barbara Marie Elmer

Notice and Order for 
Name Change Hearing

Case No. 23-CV-168

NOTICE IS GIVEN:
	 A petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above:
	 From: Barbara Marie Elmer
	 To: Barbara Marie Elmer
	 Birth Certificate: Barbara Ma-
rie Hauri
IT IS ORDERED:
	 This petition will be heard in 
the Circuit Court of Green Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin:
	 Judge’s Name: Hon. Thomas 
J. Vale
	 Place: Green County Justice 
Center, 2841 6th St., Monroe WI 
53566
	 Date: November 30, 2023
	 Time: 11:00AM
	 If you require reasonable ac-
commodations due to a disabili-
ty to participate in the court pro-
cess, please call 608-328-9433 
prior to the scheduled court 
date. Please note that the court 
does not provide transportation.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:
	 Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 
3 notice for three (3) weeks in a 
row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in The Independent Register,  
a newspaper published in Brod-
head WI 53520 Green County, 
State of Wisconsin.

BY THE COURT:
Electronicaly signed by

Thomas J. Vale
Circuit Court Judge

October 20, 2023
The Independent Register
10/25, 11/1, 11/8/2023
WNAXLP	 445927

CITY OF BRODHEAD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a 
Public Hearing will be held by 
the City of Brodhead Board of 
Appeals on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Brodhead City Hall, 1111 W. 
2nd Avenue, Brodhead, to con-
sider the following request for 
variance to the zoning/building 
codes:

Request by Christian Melton for 
a variance to 906 15th St. The 
applicant is requesting to be 
able to exceed the accessory 
building maximum height of 15’ 
to 19’ 9”. Legal description is: 
Original Plat Block 77 Lot 2

All persons, their agents or attor-
neys will be given an opportunity 
to be heard in relation thereto.

Keri Miller, 
City Treasurer/Deputy Clerk

City of Brodhead
Posted: October 25, 2023

The Independent Register
11/1, 11/8/2023
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CITY OF BRODHEAD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a 
Public Hearing will be held by 
the City of Brodhead Board of 
Appeals on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Brodhead City Hall, 1111 W. 2nd 
Avenue, Brodhead, to consider 
the following request for variance 
to the zoning/building codes:

Request by Aaron Wuthrich for a 
variance to the six vacant lots 
on the corner of 21st Street & 
W 4th Avenue. The applicant is 
requesting to be able to build du-
plexes on each parcel. Currently 
each parcel is 11,762 square 
feet, and R-2 zoning requires 
a minimum lot size of 12,000 
square feet. This variance would 
allow duplexes to be built on less 
than 12,000 square feet per par-
cel. Legal descriptions are: CSM 
2167 (V7-P130) LOT 3 BNG 
LOT 7 & PRT LOT 5 BLK 235 
OP; CSM 2167 (V7-P130) LOT 
1 BNG LOT 7 & PRT LOTS 1 
& 3 BLK 235 OP; CSM 3556 
(V13-P199) LOT 1 BNG PRT 
LOT 4 CSM 2167, BLK 235 
OP; CSM 2167 (V7-P130) LOT 
2 BNG PRT LOT 3 & N 44 FT 
LOT 5 BLK 235 OP; CSM 3556 
(V13-P199) LOT 2 BNG PRT 
LOT 4 CSM 2167, BLK 235 OP; 
CSM 3556 (V13-P199) LOT 3 
BNG PRT LOT 4 CSM 2167, 
BLK 235 OP.

All persons, their agents or attor-
neys will be given an opportunity 
to be heard in relation thereto.

Keri Miller, 
City Treasurer/Deputy Clerk
City of Brodhead

Posted: October 25, 2023

The Independent Register
11/1, 11/8/2023
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TOWN OF SPRING VALLEY
Monthly Meeting

Monday November 13, 2023 
at 6 PM

Orfordville Fire District
Meeting Room

173 N. Wright St.,
Orfordville, WI

AGENDA
1. Call to order
2. Approval of agenda
3. Verification of proper public 
notice
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Reports
    A. Supervisors
    B. Chairman
    C. Other reports
7. Audience communication

8. Old business
    A. Rock County Public Works
    B. Road work
    C. Fire/EMS
9. New business
    A. Approve 2023 Budget for 
    Annual Budget Meeting of the    
    Electors on11/20
    B. Closing of roads address 
    changes, Rock Co.Planner 
    email to Mark Schroeder
    C. Insurance
10. Future agenda items
11. Payment of bills
12. Adjournment

Dela Ends, Clerk

Recycling drop-off 2nd Saturday 
of the month Rock Co. Public 

Works Bldg. Hwy 213
Orfordville 9am-noon

www.townofspringvalley.com

The Independent Register
11/8/2023
WNAXLP	 446263

Town of Decatur- Regular 
Town Board

Thursday, November 16, 
2023, 6:00pm

Decatur Town Hall
1408 14th Street,

Brodhead WI 53520

MEETING AGENDA:

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag
3. Additions/Corrections to the 

Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes 
    a. October 16, 2023 
    b. November 1, 2023
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Payment of the Bills
7. Citizen Concerns
8. Roadwork 
9. Traffic Study on St John & 

Golf Course road 
10. Approval of the budget 
11. Future agenda items
12. Set Dates for Future Meet-

ings
13. Adjournment

Emma Brugger
Clerk/Treasurer

Posted November 3, 2023 at 
Town Hall, Website, Trackside 

Mobil, Brodhead Library, 
Newspaper

Follow us on our website 
https://townofdecaturwi.gov/

The Independent Register
11/8/2023
WNAXLP	 446534

AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL
DISTRICT

POLICY COMMITTEE
MEETING

Wednesday,
November 15, 2023
DISTRICT OFFICE

BOARD ROOM
2501 West 5th Avenue,

Brodhead, WI
6:00 P.M.

AGENDA

I. REVIEW FIRST HALF OF 
NEOLA SECTION 5000 [STU-
DENT] TEMPLATES

II. DEVELOP AND FINALIZE 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
BOARD APPROVAL

III. DISCUSSION OF CALEN-
DAR, PROCESS, AND PACING 
GOING FORWARD

IV. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
11/8/2023
WNAXLP	 446541

CLASSIFIED AD:

Green County will have for sale the following:

Town of Decatur: 
TAX PARCEL NUMBER 23-012 1376.0000 - 

Minimum proposal is $1,400.00.
TAX PARCEL NUMBER 23-012 1377.0000 - 

Minimum proposal is $1,400.00.
TAX PARCEL NUMBER 23-012-1224.0000 - 

Minimum proposal is $1,700.00.
TAX PARCEL NUMBER 23-012 1225.0000 - 

Minimum proposal is $1,700.00.

Green County reserves the right to accept proposals deemed most 
advantageous to the County, and may reject any and all proposals.

Sealed proposals for this property will be accepted until 12:00 p.m., 
Thursday, November 30, 2023 at the Green County Clerk’s Office, 
Green County Courthouse, 1016 16th Avenue, Monroe, Wisconsin 
53566, telephone 608-328-9430. Additional information for this 
property is available at the Clerk’s office.  A bid form can be found at 
the county’s website, www.greencountywi.org under “Departments” 
and “County Clerk”.

The Independent Register
11/1, 11/8, 11/15/2023
WNAXLP	 446100

Rock Valley Publishing
Can Publish Your Legals.

Call 608-897-2193

Or email your legals to
legals@rvpublishing.com

425137

Wisconsin Soybean Association offers support of biofuels bill
	 With grassroots advocacy 
at the heart of everything the 
Wisconsin Soybean Associ-
ation (WSA) does, its farm-
er directors remain vigilant 
in ensuring that Wisconsin 
soybean growers have a seat 
at the table in Madison and 
Washington, D.C. 
	 WSA submitted written 
comments in support of Sen-
ate Bill 454. The legislation 
would create a program within 
the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection (DATCP) 
that would provide $8 million 
in matching grants to Wiscon-

sin fuel retailers to upgrade 
their equipment to make it 
compatible with higher blends 
of ethanol and biodiesel.  
	 “The biodiesel industry 
in Wisconsin is growing by 
leaps and bounds, and this 
bill would help us build on 
that momentum,” said Ryan 
Smith, WSA manager of stra-
tegic programs. 
	 Introduced by Sen. Joan 
Ballweg (R-Markesan), the 
bill can be used to fund grants 
up to 50% of the costs to up-
grade equipment; retailers 
would be eligible for grants 
up to $1,000 per dispenser 

with a maximum of $15,000 
in total grants to a single fa-
cility. Facilities that receive 
a grant would be required to 
provide a gasoline-ethanol 
fuel blend that contains at 
least 15% ethanol by volume 
or a biodiesel fuel blend that 
contains at least 20% biodies-
el by volume from each dis-
penser funded by the grant. 
	 “Expanded biodiesel avail-
ability in Wisconsin is a win-
ner for the whole state,” Smith 
said. “It equates to cheaper 
prices at the pump, lower car-
bon emissions and expanded 
opportunities for agriculture 

in Wisconsin. WSA fully sup-
ports the passage of this im-
portant legislation.” 
	 As the nation’s first domes-
tically produced, commercial-
ly available advanced biofuel, 
biodiesel is a clean-burning, 
ultra-low carbon solution that 
can be used in any diesel en-
gine without modification. 
Made from plant-based oils, 
used cooking oils and animal 
fats, using renewable diesel 
instead of petroleum-based 
fuels reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions by more than 70% 
on average. 
	 “Passing this bill would 

be a big thing for the state of 
Wisconsin,” WSA Vice Pres-
ident Doug Rebout said. “In 
the past, the governor has had 
a taskforce on climate change, 
looking at implementing bet-
ter practices for the climate. 
The more biodiesel and re-
newable fuels that we use, the 
better it is for the climate. So, 
it’ll help everyone, not just 
soybean growers.” 
	 Because biodiesel directly 
benefits Wisconsin soybean 
growers, WSA is a strong 
supporter of implementing 
policy that encourages the 
adoption of biofuels. B20, or 

20% biodiesel blended with 
80 percent petroleum diesel, 
adds nearly $2 to every bush-
el of soybeans and increases 
demand by 13%. 
	 “If this bill is passed, more 
gas stations will have the op-
portunity to offer biodiesel 
and ethanol options, giving 
people more places to buy the 
product and in turn, increas-
ing demand,” Rebout said. 
“That benefit will come back 
to the farmers as higher prices 
for their soybeans.” 
	 And more biodiesel use in 

See WSA, Page 8
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7   CLASSIFIEDS

FIND YOUR NEXT HOME 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

 help wanted

Don’t wait!
Call today to place 
your classified ads 

with the Rock Valley 
Publishing newspapers.

Call 608-897-2193.

 business & service

for more details on
placing an ad in our

REAL ESTATE SECTION
Call Joyce at
608-897-2193 2

2
2

7
9

9

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

 real estate

 transportation
Automobiles

2000 RANGER SPORT Runs 
well, new batt. & starter, 155K. 
$2,500 OBO 262-662-1692.

2008 JEEP LIBERTY 195K,4x4 
new tires,new exhaust, new AC 
compressor, new front axles. 
Will run 50K mi. with routine oil 
changes. $2,500 Firm. text or call 
262-716-6180.

2011 BUICK REGAL Dark 
blue, mint cond., 111,000 miles. 
$7,000 262-203-3243.

Boats
1982 EVINRUDE BOAT MO-
TOR/TRAILER. 25 HP. $900 
OBO 414-659-0711.

Farm Machinery
REAR TRACTOR TIRES 
12.4x38. $500. OBO. Call 847-
212-9039.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1946 INTERNATIONAL PANEL 
TRUCK Unrestored, orig., but no 
axles. $2,000 Ford power stroke 
deisel engine. $2,000. 262-949-
7100.

Trucks & Trailers
2020 DIAMOND C TRAILER 
PSA 12 X 83. W/spare, never 
used. $2,000 773-676-5091.

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs work, Elkhorn lo-
cation $395. 262-949-6997.

 for rent
Apartments

MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park Drive, 
Clinton. One bedroom apart-
ment, includes stove, refrigerator, 
all utilities, laundry room, locked 
lobby and parking. You pay 30% 
of income for rent. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 608-676-4278.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER  AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

33
25

03

Misc Services
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
948-3442

REPLACE YOUR ROOF with the 
best looking and longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-619-
2373

Help Wanted

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real 
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, fa-
miliar/ status or national origin, 
or an intention to make any such 
preference,  limitation or discrim-
ination. Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under 
18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis. 
To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Auctions

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

THE BATHROOM  of your 
dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installa-
tion. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home consul-
tation now and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-855-659-0649

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

City of Brodhead
CITY CLERK

City of Brodhead, Wisconsin, is seeking qualified applicants for 
the position of City Clerk. The position requires strong knowledge 
of records management, risk and property management, record 
keeping, economic development and website maintenance.  
Excellent computer skills and attention to detail are essential.  
Experience in Economic Development is a plus. Preferred 
qualifications include an Associate’s degree in public 
administration, accounting, business, communications or related 
field or a Municipal Clerk’s Certification. This position offers a 
salary which is commensurate with experience and qualifications, 
plus an excellent benefit package.

For a complete job description visit: http://www.cityofbrodheadwi.
us/ To apply send a resume and cover letter by December 1, 
2023 at 12:00 p.m. to: City of Brodhead, Personnel Committee, 
PO Box 168, Brodhead, Wisconsin, 53520 or email to kmiller@
cityofbrodheadwi.us

The City of Brodhead is an equal opportunity employer. 44
66

06

Fall Classic Auction
Nov 16-19 Preview 11/15, 12-7pm

8512 S. Union Rd. Union, IL 60180
Bid Live in Union or Bid Online at

DonleyAuctions.com
Coins, cars, advertising, coinop, petroliana, 

jewelry, jukeboxes, steam-powered, pinball, 
fine art, celebrity autographs, Playboy 

memorabilia. See the complete catalog online!

44
65

77

DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900                                                 
ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125       

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 
Peoplescompany.com                                                                   

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL 
New Listing � 248.202 Acres MOL, with 235 acres in row 
crop production carrying an impressive 130 productivity 
index. Farm is located in a prime location just South of  
Hebron Illinois. 

FARMS FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900                                                 
ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125       

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 
Peoplescompany.com                                                                   

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL 
New Listing � 248.202 Acres MOL, with 235 acres in row 
crop production carrying an impressive 130 productivity 
index. Farm is located in a prime location just South of  
Hebron Illinois. 

FARMS FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL

New Listing - 248.202 Acres MOL, with 
235 acres in row crop prodution carring an 
impressive 130 productivity index. Farm 
is located in a prime location just South of 
Hebron Illinois.

446611

NOTICE
Effective Immediately
The Deadline to place a Classified 
Box Ad or Classified Line Ad will 

be on Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you, we appreciate

your business.

446580

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

Agriculture
BELVIDERE AREA FARMERS 
Loosing soybean yield to white 
mold? We can help. Call Jeff 
1-309-278-2446.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW: November 10-12, 
2023,  Waukesha Expo, 1000 
Northview RD. Waukesha, WI. Fri 
3-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm,  $8 (Under 
14 FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-
6677 www.bobandrocco.com
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required.

t Tell us what is happening in the photo.

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit.

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEBSITE, indreg.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

393098

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

news@indreg.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

1 Year (52 issues) for $32.00
In Green County

H Local News
H School Sports
H Local Events
H Local Advertisers 
    (support your local businesses)

H Legals & Auctions

Please check to subscribe to the:
r  The Independent-Register

Please Print:

Date______________________________________________________________________

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________P.O. Box___________Apt._________

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________

Phone________________________Email________________________________________

r New      r Renewal    Subscription paid $_______ 

r Check Enclosed       r Credit Card      r Electronic Check

(Make checks payable to Rock Valley Publishing)

CREDIT CARD

Credit Card Number___________________________________ CID__________________

Name on card____________________________________ Expires___________________

Billing address (if different from above)_______________________________________________

ELECTRONIC CHECK

ACH-routing____________________________________ Acct. #_____________________

Mail form along with payment to: 
Rock Valley Publishing / The Independent-Register,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520
Or call to subscribe: 608-897-2193

393095 Independent • RegisterThe

Wisconsin has economic ben-
efits. Wisconsin currently pro-
duces 25 million gallons of 
biodiesel at two plants, REG 
Madison in DeForest and 
Walsh BioFuels in Mauston. If 
SB 454 is passed and demand 
for renewable fuels increases, 
it may bring with it a need for 

more crush plants. 
	 “Hopefully, if we get 
enough biodiesel use in Wis-
consin, it may also increase 
demand for crush plants and 
processing facilities that could 
bring more jobs into the state,” 
Rebout said. 
	 As always, WSA never stops 

working on behalf of Wiscon-
sin’s soybean growers. As a vi-
tal component of the soybean 
industry, biodiesel provides 
environmental and econom-
ic benefits to everyone. The 
WSA believes that passing SB 
454 would be a step in the right 
direction for Wisconsin.

•	WSA   (Continued from page 6)

By Vaughn R. Larson
WISCONSIN NATIONAL GUARD
	 1st Lt. Thomas E. Wortham 
IV was inducted into the Wis-
consin Army National Guard 
Hall of Honor during a joint 
ceremony Oct. 27 at the Wis-
consin National Guard’s Joint 
Force Headquarters.
	 Wortham was a combat vet-
eran as well as a member of the 
Chicago Police Department, 
president of the Cole Park 
Advisory Council in Chicago, 
vice president of the Chicago 
Chapter of the Men of Iota 
group, and an active member 
of the Project Jeremiah youth 
mentoring group. He was 
tragically killed in Chicago 
in 2010 fighting off an armed 
robbery attempt, and the Wis-
consin National Guard and the 
Chicago Police Department 
each developed an award to 
honor his legacy.
	 Selection into the Wiscon-
sin Army National Guard Hall 
of Honor is one of the highest 
recognitions the Wisconsin 
National Guard can bestow 
upon a former soldier or, with 
limited exception for heroic or 
extraordinary actions, a pres-
ent member of the organiza-
tion.
	 Likewise, the 1st Lt. Thomas 
E. Wortham IV Achievement 
Award is given annually to 
the Wisconsin National Guard 
soldier or airman who best rep-
resents the citizen soldier ideal 
through selfless military ser-
vice and servant leadership in 
their communities. The ribbon 
is green for Army and blue for 
law enforcement, separated by 
a black stripe signifying a fall-
en officer.
	 Brig. Gen. Matthew Strub, 
Wisconsin’s deputy adjutant 
general for Army, shared some 
attributes about the young 
leader who deployed to Iraq in 

2004 and again in 2009.
	 “Those who knew 1st Lt. 
Wortham during his brief but 
brilliant career can testify to 
his courage, integrity and ex-
cellence as a combat leader,” 
Strub said. “I’ve spoken to of-
ficers and non-commissioned 
officers that knew him well. 
Every single one of them spoke 
positively about him with fond 
memories for his selflessness, 
natural leadership and conta-
gious personality.”
	 Strub spoke of sensitive se-
curity missions Wortham led 
– he and his soldiers dressed 
in civilian gear and driving 
low-profile vehicles – in south-
ern Iraq during his 2009-10 de-
ployment. Wortham received 
the Bronze Star for leading 
more than 200 combat mis-
sions. The general relayed de-
tails of one such mission from 
Wortham’s commander on that 
deployment, Lt. Col. Matthew 
McDonald, then a captain in 
the 1st Squadron, 105th Caval-
ry Regiment.
	 “Minutes before crossing 
the border, they encountered a 
convoy traveling on the same 
route that had just been caught 
in a fierce ambush,” Strub said. 
“All their vehicles were thor-
oughly shot up.”
	 Wortham collected informa-
tion from the returning convoy, 
and then briefed his men.
	 “Tommy was in control,” 
Strub said. “Calm and con-
fident – he clearly had the 
respect of his sergeants and 
soldiers as he briefed them, de-
veloped the plan, then checked 
and rechecked their prepara-
tion to go into the unknown. 
He showed no fear in that mo-
ment.”
	 Strub said that McDonald 
knew Wortham had passed 
the crucial tests that all com-
bat leaders aspire to – his men 

admired him, and they would 
follow him.
	 Wortham joined the Chica-
go Police Department in 2007, 
quickly gaining the trust and 
admiration of his peers and 
supervisors for his willingness 
to patrol the most dangerous 
areas in Chicago’s seventh dis-
trict.
	 “By any measure of a mil-
itary and law enforcement 
career, Wortham’s star shone 
brightly,” Strub said. “So many 
fellow soldiers who had known 
him for years only learned af-
ter his death of his above-and-
beyond service as a citizen.”
	 Wortham, while off-duty, 
served as president of the Cole 
Park Advisory Council, a com-
munity policing organization 
dedicated to reducing the ris-
ing crime in the neighborhood. 
He organized neighborhood 
watches and conducted youth 
interventions to steer youth 
away from gangs, drugs and 
violence. He worked to keep 
local basketball courts open 
and safe from gang violence. 
He served as a mentor and pos-
itive role model.
	 “We are forever indebted to 
Tom,” Strub said.
	 Wortham’s sister Sandra 
spoke on behalf of his family.
	 “Tommy has been gone for 
quite a while now – it’s been 
13 and a half years,” she said. 
“But the way that you remem-
ber him makes us feel like it 
was yesterday, and we can 
never thank you enough.”
	 Sandra said her brother 
dreamed of serving in the mili-
tary since childhood, and cred-
ited her parents, Carolyn and 
Thomas E. Wortham III, for 
developing his character.
	 “One thing I can take com-
fort in is, though he did not live 
a long life, he did exactly what 
he wanted to,” Sandra said. 

PHOTO COURTESY WISCONSIN ARMY NATIONAL GUARD Brodhead Independent-Register

	 1st Lt. Thomas E. Wortham IV was inducted into the Wisconsin Army National Guard 
Hall of Honor during a joint ceremony Oct. 27 at the Wisconsin National Guard’s Joint 
Force Headquarters.

Wortham Achievement Award namesake inducted into Wis. Army Guard Hall of Honor

“Listening to the stories about 
his time overseas – that was a 
dream for him.”
	 She encouraged those serv-
ing in the armed forces and in 
law enforcement to carry on 
their work.
	 “Please know that there is 
nothing society could do with-
out you,” she said. “We count 
on our service members, we 
count on our law enforcement 
members, and Tommy really 
embodied that mix of citizen 
and soldier.”
	 The Wortham family re-
ceived a certificate of com-
mendation from Gov. Tony 
Evers as well as a copy of the 
plaque which will be displayed 
in the Wisconsin Army Nation-
al Guard Hall of Honor at Joint 
Force Headquarters.
	 The Wisconsin Air National 
Guard’s Master Sgt. Charles 
“Earl” Ells, a watch supervisor 
in the air traffic control tower 
and radar approach control at 
Volk Field, is the 2023 recip-
ient of the 1st Lt. Thomas E. 
Wortham IV Achievement 
Award.
	 Brig. Gen. David May, Wis-
consin’s deputy adjutant gen-
eral for Air, introduced Ells 

and spoke of spending time 
in the control tower with Ells 
during a Northern Lightning 
exercise when more than 70 
fighter aircraft taxied onto the 
runway for the morning train-
ing mission.
	 “I was having heart palpi-
tations,” said May, a former 
commander at Volk Field. “But 
for Earl it was just another day 
in the office. I was always im-
pressed with how seamlessly 
he and his controllers were able 
to adjust to the extreme swings 
in the operational tempo in our 
airspace, always keeping our 
air crews safe.”
	 Ells also serves as the Camp 
Douglas village president, 
where during his tenure he 
has overseen improvements to 
Main Street and utilities, won a 
$750,000 grant to build a new 
community center, organized 
meal delivery for hundreds of 
elderly village residents, and 
developed and expanded the 
village’s Armed Forces Day 
event.
	 When Volk Field’s airspace 
complex was updated in 2019, 
Ells was part of the effort to 
engage local pilots to ensure 
safety.

	 “If you spend any time in 
the Camp Douglas area, you 
will see the good work of Earl 
Ells,” May said. “He’s a con-
summate people person with 
a vision for his community, 
always focused on making 
progress and accomplishing 
tangible things.”
	 Ells organized informa-
tional field trips to Volk Field 
with the Tomah Area School 
District, emphasizing science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) and en-
couraging military service.
	 Ells said that, of all the 
awards he has received 
during his military career, the 
Wortham IV Achievement 
Award means the most.
	 Speaking without a script, 
Ells thanked retired Col. Jim 
Olson and retired Chief Master 
Sgt. Greg Cullen for their men-
torship, and his family for their 
support. He shared that he is a 
quarter Native American, and 
is enrolled in the Bad River In-
dian Reservation by Ashland, 
Wisconsin. He closed his com-
ments with a short statement 
in Ojibwe, which translated 
as “Many lives strengthened 
one.”
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