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Corn mazes are known for
using technology in unique
ways to create giant artistic
masterpieces, but Skelly’s
Farm Market in Janesville
has used tech to create unique
experiences unlike any other
corn maze people are used to
visiting in the fall.

The farm features both
a 6-acre and a 9-acre corn
maze with unique adventures
in each. In the 6-acre maze,
guests follow along with a
playful story about Squa-
shees, a fictional group of cute
characters created specifical-
ly for this year’s maze. The
Squashees are trying to de-
termine who stole their apple
cider donuts, where they are
hiding them, and what farm
vehicle they used to escape.

Using their smartphone as
the clue sheet, guests elim-
inate suspects as they navi-
gate the maze until only one
remains. As players are about
to finish, they must then solve
a puzzle using the info they
collected to unlock an actual
door in the maze and reveal
the donut thief. Visitors look-
ing for a full escape room ex-
perience can select to play the
advanced version where they
solve five additional puzzles
as they navigate the maze.

“I love escape rooms, but
they tend to be expensive
because only one group can

Vernon given scholarship for criminal justice studies at BTC

D’Angelo Vernon, a 2024
Clinton High School grad-
uate, is this year’s recipient
of the IDEAL Opportunity
Scholarship from the Black-
hawk  Technical College
Foundation.

During a signing ceremo-
ny on Friday at Blackhawk,
D’ Angelo, who is in the Crim-
inal Justice program, official-
ly accepted the scholarship,
which includes full-tuition
coverage, a faculty mentor,
a stipend for living expens-
es, and two paid internship
opportunities — one with the
Janesville Police Department
and the other with the Beloit
Police Department.

At the event, Janesville
Chief of Police Chad Pear-
son and Beloit Chief of Po-
lice Andre Sayles both spoke,
highlighting the importance
of teamwork and the value
of a strong support system in
law enforcement. They wel-
comed D’ Angelo into the law
enforcement community and
emphasized how partnerships
between Blackhawk and local
police departments provide
students with the tools to suc-
ceed both academically and
professionally.

“We want to launch you
into a great career. This is a
noble profession. It’s a thank-
less job. But we look for great
people like you to continue to
build upon what we are doing
in our police department,”
said Chief Sayles.

After living in several states
over the years, D’ Angelo has
made Clinton his home for
the past six years. Driven by

Another maze turns corn field

normally play at a time, and
after they leave, a staff per-
son needs to completely reset
the room,” says Scott Skelly,
designer of the farm’s corn
mazes and games. “By using
the guests’ smartphone as part
of the toolset, we’ve invented
a system where people can be
playing throughout the corn
field simultaneously, while
keeping the price down for
guests.”

Skelly notes that guests
who struggle with puzzles
can always get hints on their
phone to make it to the next
challenge.

The 9-acre Impossible
Maze also has its own digital
game combining digital fun
with real life experiences in
a game called Animal Pals:
County Fair. Visitors choose
from one of six farm animals
to raise, and then they nav-
igate the maze finding hid-
den fruits and vegetables and
‘feed’ their animals to help
them grow to be big enough
to win at the county fair. The
game reacts to data from all
the other guests in the maze,
with less visited food points
worth more, bonus points for
feed bags, and stats compar-
ing your standings to other
players.

“This game is so fun be-
cause it plays like a classic
map-based video game,” says

a strong commitment to serve
and protect his community, he
aspires to become a police of-
ficer or sheriff’s deputy upon
his graduation in 2026.

“I’ve always been fascinat-
ed by the law and its role in
maintaining order and justice.
The opportunity to positively
impact people’s lives is some-
thing I find truly rewarding,”
he said in an interview.

Beyond academics, D’ An-
gelo is passionate about being
active in the local communi-
ty, coaching youth football
and serving as a youth leader
and worship member at his
church. These commitments,
while time-consuming, are
able to be balanced with his
studies, thanks to the scholar-
ship, he said.

“This scholarship has given
me the chance to work hard
and aim high, knowing that
people believe in me. Overall,

into a 9-acre real-life video game

Skelly. “A lot of kids are re-
ally good at navigating levels
of a video game on a screen,
so with this game we put the
challenge of navigating into
the real world while still giv-
ing the digital gamification.”
Skelly says it took him well
over a month last winter to
custom write the software for
these games, and that makes
the games something exclu-
sive to his family’s farm. He

this scholarship has helped
me grow and be a better stu-
dent and leader,” he said.

He credits Blackhawk
Technical College not only
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An aerial view of the 2024 corn maze at Skelly Farm
components, there are still Market in Janesville. The_ farm_ features both a 6-acre
paper maps available. The @and a 9-acre corn maze with unique adventures in each.

adds that for those guests that
prefer not to have the digital

games are also scaled to the
level of adventure a guest
chooses to participate in.

“We want to break the mis-
conception that corn mazes
are only something you do if
you have kids. Corn mazes

See REDEFINES, Page 6

Inmate suicide at
Rock County Jail

On Sept. 14, at around 8:42 p.m., a correctional
officer at the Rock County Jail was conducting a routine
security check and discovered an inmate hanging in
his cell. The inmate was housed in a cell by himself.
Additional officers and jail medical staff responded to
the scene and immediately started lifesaving measures.

Rock County dispatch was notified, and Janesville Fire
Department paramedics responded along with the Rock
County Sheriff’s Office Detective Bureau and the Rock
County Medical Examiner Office. Paramedics took over
advanced lifesaving measures, which were ultimately
unsuccessful.

for the financial assistance but
also for the vital skills he has
gained.

See VERNON, Page 6
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Chief Chad Pearson, D’Angelo Vernon, and Chief An-
dre Sayles pose for a picture.

Rock County Medical Examiner staff are working
with the Rock County Sheriff’s Office Detective Bureau
to conduct a death investigation, which will be reviewed
by staff from the Wisconsin Department of Corrections,
Office of Detention Facilities.

The deceased, Jacob L. West, age 30, of Beloit, was
originally taken into custody on April 18 of this year on
criminal charges and a probation violation.

An investigation of this incident is continuing.

An autopsy was conducted Sept. 16 in Madison at the
Dane County Medical Examiner’s Office.

Further information will be released as it becomes
available.
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Pleasant Prairie Greenhouse

608-862-1205

Knowledgeable Staff

N5391 State Hwy 104, Albany

+ Personalized Attention

Open weekends thru October!
Friday and Saturday — 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday — 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FALL MUMS - PERENNIALS - TREES - SHRUBS
SQUASH = PUMPKINS = GOURDS - FALL DECOR
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301 E. Main St., Albany

www.pleasantprairiegreenhouse.com

Albany Main St. self-serve when unstaffed.

Extraordinary Service

MODEL TRAIN SHOW & SWAP MEET

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 28 & 29
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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LOCATION:

The Stateline Ice & Community Expo (S.L.1CE)
1632 4th Ave. West, Monroe, W1 (Across from Ethanol plant)

Over 30 vendors & operating layouts, and five gauges
available: G, Lionel O, American Flyer S, N & HO.
Full concession & free parking.

For more info call Kevin Johnson: 608-558-9332

16907 County Rd. C, Evansville
608-882-0501
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FNIBT to open new branch in Janesville

First National Bank and
Trust (FNBT) is excited to
announce the expansion of its
footprint with the opening of a
new full-service branch locat-
ed at 2111 Holiday Drive in
Janesville. This milestone is
aligned with the bank’s strate-
gic objectives and highlights
its commitment to offering
convenient banking solutions
to their customers.

The new Janesville-Holi-
day Drive branch opened its
doors in September 2024.
This new location has been
selected for its accessibility
to current customers and its
potential to foster new rela-
tionships with businesses and
consumers in the area.

“We are excited to celebrate
this milestone and reaffirm
our dedication to serving the
community,” said Don O’Day,
President and CEO of FNBT.
“Our new branch will not only
provide enhanced services to
our existing customers but
also offer new opportunities
for growth and engagement
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A new full-service branch of First National Bank and
Trust will be located at 2111 Holiday Drive in Janesville.

within the Janesville commu-
nity.”

Branch Service Offerings

The new full-service Janes-
ville-Holiday Drive branch
will primarily focus on serv-
ing the needs of businesses,
offering a comprehensive
range of business banking
services, including:

* Business Banking: Busi-
ness checking, money market,
and savings accounts, com-
mercial loans, merchant ser-
vices, and cash management

solutions.

* Commercial Lending: Fi-
nancing options for small to
large companies, including
lines of credit, equipment fi-
nancing and real estate loans.

e Cash Management: Cus-
tomized cash management
solutions to help businesses
manage their cash flow, opti-
mize liquidity, and streamline
payment processes.

* Fraud Management Solu-
tions: Comprehensive fraud
management solutions to pro-
tect businesses.

* Business Advisory Ser-
vices: Financial planning and
consultation services to sup-
port business growth and de-
velopment.

Additionally, the branch
will offer personal banking
services to meet the needs of
business owners and their em-
ployees, including:

* Personal Banking: Check-
ing and savings accounts, per-
sonal loans, credit cards, and
online/mobile banking ser-
vices.

* Mortgage Services: Home
loans, refinancing options,
and home equity loans and
lines of credit.

* Wealth Management Ser-
vices: Trust and estate plan-
ning, financial planning, in-
vestment management, and
retirement planning.

FNBT has operated a Loan
Production Office (LPO) in
downtown Janesville in an-
ticipation of this new full-ser-
vice branch opening. The
LPO location will close, and
the entire team will move to

Best:Best
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The Station
Orferdville

On the corner of Hwy 11 & 213

* Hot Food
* Fresh Baked Goods
* Beer & Liquor

616 W. Beloit St., Orfordville, WI » 608-879-3238

* Quality Customer Service

Find us on Facebook: The Station Orfordville

* One Stop Shop

« Seasonal Apparel

* Call or stop in to
place cookie orders
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@ Brodhead Dental Clinic

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520

Dr. Dan Branson DDS

dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm « Tues. 8am-6pm « Thurs. 8am-3pm - Closed Fri.

436165

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

AUTO BODY REPAIR

Brodhead, WI e Across from Subway
When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447

INC.

425221

Broadband Internet

LiteWire )

Do You Live in the Country?
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service:

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET

P

« No Phone Line Required!
« Local Technical Support!
« No Monthly Data Limits!

392233
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Repair ' APPLIANCE
REPAIR

Kenmore @ Whirlpool
Maytag ¢ GE

——— MOST BRANDS ——
608-365-2893
608-290-2511

Don Thompson, Jr.

392224

)
Sirl Ryan Farm
7> Quarries
608-289-2891

WHOLESALE & RETAIL LIMESTONE

3/4”,1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock
421476

Don't Forget...
Our deadline is
FRIDAY at Noon!

Murray’s Auto
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles ¢ Sell Used Parts

Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,
Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI
608-879-2525
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Now OFFERING SEAMLESS
Custom-Mapk, ON SiTE,
METAL STANDING
Seam RooFiNG AND

SeAMLESS GUTTERS
www.sgulle.com

New Glarus, WI ¢ 608-527-5699

the new Janesville-Holiday
Drive office upon its opening.

FNBT is excited to expand
its presence in Janesville with
the opening of the new branch
on Holiday Drive. This new
location  underscores  the
bank’s dedication to bringing
enhanced banking services
to the Janesville community.
Please visit www.bankatfirst-
national.com for updates as
the opening of the new loca-
tion draws near.

First National Bank and
Trust, headquartered in Be-
loit, has been a pillar of the

community since 1882. With
a history of customer-fo-
cused solutions, FNBT has
evolved into a leading fi-
nancial services institution,
offering a range of products
and services for consumers
and businesses, including
trust, retirement services, in-
vestment management, and
brokerage. The bank serves
nearly 30,000 households
across 13 communities and
17 locations in Southern Wis-
consin and Northern Illinois,
with assets of approximately
$1.5 billion.

Rock County hosted
first all-veterans reunion

Rock  County proudly
honored its veterans with a
landmark event on Saturday,
Sept. 21, as it hosted the Ist
Annual Rock County All-Vet-
erans Reunion at the Beloit
VEW Post 2306, 2711 Afton
Road in Beloit, from noon
to 10 p.m. This special event
was expected to be one of the
largest veterans’ gatherings
in Southern Wisconsin, and it
will be further highlighted by
the visit of the crew from the
USS Beloit, who joined the
day’s festivities.

The event was open to all
veterans — active, reserve,
guard, retired, and former
active-duty service members
from every military branch
and service period. Vets Roll,
a renowned motorcycle and
bus tour organization that
honors veterans, also made a
special appearance.

The event aimed to unite
the more than 10,000 veter-
ans residing in Rock County.
There was live music through-
out the day, with performanc-
es by Stone Cold Country, No
Static, Rainbow Bridge, and
Planet Roxx, ensuring plenty
of entertainment.

In addition to celebrating
the contributions of veterans,
the event offered an opportu-

nity for veterans to connect
with over 20 veteran support
organizations that provide
valuable resources and ser-
vices. Some of the attending
organizations include but
were not limited to VFW, Le-
gion, VFW and Legion Rid-
ers, VFW and Legion Auxil-
iary, Marine Corps League,
Disabled Veterans, Combat
Veterans Motorcycle Asso-
ciation, Vets Roll, Reserve,
Guard, Veterans Affairs, Vet-
eran Service Office, Patriotic
Society, Housing for our Vets,
and Center for Veterans Is-
sues.

Veterans and one guest
received free admission to
the event, including com-
plimentary food and drinks
from local vendors. Addition-
al family members and the
general public were welcome
to attend with a donation re-
quested at the entrance, and
food and drinks were avail-
able for purchase throughout
the day.

This event celebrated the
legacy of Rock County’s vet-
erans, while also offering a
chance for veterans and their
families to connect with com-
munity resources and enjoy
a fun-filled day of entertain-
ment.

Soil testing, soil health
workshop held this fall

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection
(DATCP) invites Wisconsin
farmers to attend any of a se-
ries of Soil Testing and Soil
Health Workshops happening
this fall across the state.

During the workshops,
staff from DATCP, Univer-
sity of Madison—Extension,
and USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS)
will present on the following
topics:

* How soil biology and cov-
er crops can increase soil fer-
tility and boost yields

* How to take soil samples,
submit a soil test and under-
stand a soil report

e How to determine what
soil amendments to add to a
field based on a soil report

* How to apply for USDA
Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQIP) funding
to receive cost share to buy
cover crop seed

Open to all producers, these
workshops are designed for
growers who manage small to
mid-sized diversified farm op-
erations with a particular fo-
cus on supporting beginning
and/or underserved farmers.
These field days will connect
growers with the information
and resources to improve soil
health and increase access to
USDA programs, such as the
NRCS Environmental Quality

Incentives Program (EQIP)
funding for cover crop seed.

Workshops will be offered
at multiple locations; farmers
are encouraged to pick the
date and location that works
best for them.

* Sept. 30 — Verona (Madi-
son), Farley Center, 4 to 6:30
p.m.

¢ Oct. 1 — La Crosse,
Hmong Cultural and Commu-
nity Center, 4 to 6:30 p.m.

* Oct. 14 — Mequon (Mil-
waukee), Fondy Farm, 9 to
11:30 a.m.

e Oct. 21 — Wausau, Green-
Gold Gardens, 4 to 6:30 p.m.

There will be a mix of
Hmong, Spanish, and English
presenters depending on the
location. Language interpreta-
tion will be provided. Begin-
ning, historically underserved
and veteran farmers and
ranchers, as defined by the
USDA, will receive a free soil
test and a $50 stipend to cover
their time and travel costs for
attending.

To learn more about the in-
dividual workshops including
how to register, visit https://
datcp.wi.gov/Pages/AgDe-
velopment/SpecialtyCrops.
aspx. For those that have any
questions about these events,
please contact Andrew Ber-
nhardt, DATCP Agriculture
Program Specialist, at 608-
572-0512 or andrew.bern-
hardt@wisconsin.gov.
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Waterfowl association receives recognitions for their conservation

The Wisconsin Waterfowl
Association has received sig-
nificant national recognition
for their work to help restore
critical wetlands and their ef-
forts to advocate for waterfowl
and waterfowl hunters in Wis-
consin.

Two major organizations
supporting conservation — the
North American Waterfowl
Management Plan Committee
(NAWMP) and Delta Water-
fowl Foundation — have named
the Wisconsin Waterfowl As-
sociation (WWA) as a recipient
of the 2024 National Bluewing
Teal Award and a 2024 Partner
in Conservation, respectively.
This is the first time a Wiscon-
sin organization or individual
has received either recognition.

“As WWA celebrates our
40th Anniversary in 2024,
we are proud of our work to
benefit waterfowl and water-
fowl hunters in Wisconsin,”
said WWA Executive Director
Bruce Ross. “It’s a tremendous
honor to receive recognition
from these internationally pres-
tigious organizations.”

The NAWMP’s National
Blue-winged Teal Award rec-
ognizes individuals or partners
whose activities have resulted
in substantial benefits to water-
fowl and wetlands conservation
at the national level. Previous
recipients of the award include

The Nature Conservancy and WWA with habitat restoration future of waterfowling. The
former United States Senator and conservation education are award is presented to an or-

Patrick Leahy (D-Vermont).

vital to these efforts and have

ganization whose work in the

WATER

“The Wisconsin Waterfowl
Association is a premier exam-
ple of what waterfow]l manage-
ment in North American strives
for. This includes healthy wa-
terfowl populations, main-
tained by abundant waterfowl
habitat, through the support
of conservation-minded peo-
ple. In particular, the work of

News briefs

Sex offender relocation
to Janesville

Eric J. Woller

According to the Wisconsin
Department of Corrections,
Eric J. Woller relocated to Rock
Valley Community Programs,
203 W. Sunny Lane, Janesville,
on Sept. 18.

Woller was convicted on
April 11, 2017, in Lincoln
County, on 2 counts of 3rd
Degree Sexual Assault, Case
Number 16CF330.

While residing at 203 W.
Sunny Lane, Janesville, con-
ditions of Woller’s supervision
include, but are not limited to:
no unsupervised contact with
minors; no contact with victim;
not to consume drugs; com-
ply with standard sex offender
rules; cooperate with electron-
ic monitoring; comply with all
requirements and be a lifetime
registrant of the Wisconsin Sex
Offender Registration Program.

The Rock County Sheriff’s
Office is not responsible for the
placement of this sex offend-
er in any manner; however, by
law, they are required to provide
public notice. For further infor-
mation regarding the placement
of this offender, please contact
the Department of Community
Corrections at 608-758-6075
or refer to the Wisconsin De-
partment of Corrections Sex
Offender Registry website at
www.WISTAYSAFE.gov.

Nominations for state
corn promotion board
open through Oct. 31

The Wisconsin Department
of Agriculture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection (DATCP) is
accepting nominations through
Oct. 31 for three seats on the
Wisconsin  Corn  Promotion
Board. Producers who grow
and sell corn in Districts 4, 8,
and 9 are eligible to nominate
producers or to be nominated to
the board.

¢ District 4: Adams, Colum-
bia, Juneau, Marquette, Mon-

roe, and Waushara counties

* District 8: Jefferson, Keno-
sha, Racine, and Walworth
counties

* District 9: Green and Rock
counties

DATCP’s Market Orders
staff will mail nomination
forms to any producer who
requests one prior to Oct. 31.
Contact the Market Orders staff
via phone at 608-224-5046
or via email at DATCPMar-
ketOrders@wisconsin.gov. A
completed nomination form
must include the signatures of
five eligible corn growers other
than the nominee. Mail com-
pleted forms to DATCP, DAD,
PO Box 8911, Madison, WI,
53708-8911.

DATCP will conduct the
Wisconsin  Corn  Promotion
Board election from Dec. 5
through Jan. 10, 2025. Elected
growers will serve three-year
terms beginning February 1,
2025.

DATCP administers elec-
tions for Wisconsin com-
modity marketing boards. To
learn more about the market-
ing boards, visit https://datcp.
wi.gov/Pages/About_Us/Mar-
ketingBoards.aspx. Learn more
about the Wisconsin Corn Pro-
motion Board online at https://
wicorn.org/about/wcpb.

Kandu to hold grand
opening in Milton

Kandu invites the public to
their grand opening party held
on Saturday, Sept. 28, from 3 to
6 p.m. The address is 15 Plumb
St., in Milton.

Admission is free. There
will be drinks, food trucks,
and tours, plus live music from
Nauti-Nauti, a yacht rock band.
See Kandu’s new facility and
the work happening inside.

Mind Over Matter
workshop soon

Did you know that more
than half of women over age
50 experience issues with blad-
der or bowel control? These
problems can be slightly both-
ersome or totally debilitating.
For some women, the chance
of embarrassment keeps them
from enjoying many activities
and can take control of their
life.

-
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WWA Executive Director Bruce Ross and WWA President Bruce Urben accept the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan Committee 2024 Bluewing Teal Award
from Dr. Sarah Orlofske.

had a national impact,” said
Tony Roberts, North American
Waterfowl Management Plan
Coordinator.

Delta Waterfowl Founda-
tion’s Partner in Conservation
Award recognizes members of
the conservation and water-
fowl community for their clear
commitment to protecting the

A popular workshop in
Rock County can help! Mind
Over Matter: Healthy Bowels,
Healthy Bladder is a workshop
designed to give women, age
60 and older, the tools they
need to take control of their
bladder and bowel symptoms.
The workshop provides infor-
mation, group activities, and
simple exercises and dietary
changes to practice at home.
The workshop consists of
three, 2-hour sessions over the
course of a month. Dedication
to the series of three classes is
required. This is a workshop
for females, taught by a female.

The Aging and Disability
Resource Center (ADRC) of
Rock County invites women
to join them for a “Mind Over
Matter” series at the Edgerton
Public Library located at 101
Albion Street, Edgerton.

The series will occur on
three Tuesday mornings from
10 a.m. to noon on: Oct. 15
29 and Nov. 12. Suggested do-
nation is $10 to cover cost of
materials. Space is limited, so
register early to reserve a spot.
Registration deadline is Oct. 4.

To learn more, or to register
for the series, contact Health
Promotion Coordinator, Lisa
Messer, of the ADRC of Rock
County at: 608-757-5309 or
email: Lisa.messer@co.rock.
wi.us.

BTC hosting open house
at new safety center

Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege is hosting an open house
at its new Public Safety Cen-
ter on Thursday, Sept. 26 from
4 to 7 p.m. at the Beloit-Janes-
ville Campus. A ribbon cut-
ting ceremony will take place
at 5:30 p.m. in the lobby of
the new building.

The Public Safety Center
is the final project within the
Public Safety + Transpor-
tation Complex, which was
supported by a $32 million
referendum passed by voters
in November 2020.

The open house is being
held in conjunction with the
college’s annual Fall Fes-
tival, which is open to the
public and includes games,
bounce-houses, food trucks
and a petting zoo.

conservation arena has been
collaborative with Delta Wa-
terfowl to strive towards ben-
efiting waterfowl, waterfowl
habitat, and waterfow] hunters.

Over the past several years,
WWA has been working with
Delta Waterfowl on important
efforts like getting a long-over-
due and much needed adjust-

IRS appoints secretary
designee to committee

The Internal Revenue Service
has appointed Wisconsin De-
partment of Revenue Secretary
Designee David Casey to the
Electronic Tax Administration
Advisory Committee (ETAAC).
Casey joins nine other appoin-
tees to serve three-year terms on
the committee beginning in Sep-
tember 2024.

Founded in 1998, the ETA-
AC focuses on electronic tax
administration issues such as
paperless tax filing, identity theft
and refund fraud. Members of
the committee include state tax
officials, cybersecurity and in-
formation security experts, tax
professionals, tax software de-
velopers, representatives from
the payroll and financial sectors
and various consumer groups.
The ETAAC works closely with
the Security Summit, a public/
private partnership of IRS, state
tax agencies and the tax commu-
nity, to address these and similar
issues.

“I have devoted much of my

ment to the cost of the Wis-
consin waterfowl stamp and
advocating for a sustainable
and ethical sandhill crane hunt
in Wisconsin.

“State-based groups like the
‘Wisconsin Waterfowl Associa-
tion are critical partners in our
efforts to help conservation and
advocate for waterfowl hunt-
ers, and the WWA stands out as
one of the best in the country,”
said Delta Waterfowl Senior
Director of Governor Affairs
Cyrus Baird.

The Wisconsin Waterfowl
Association is a state-based
non-profit conservation orga-
nization dedicated to the con-
servation of Wisconsin’s wa-
terfowl and wetland resources.
Since 1984, WWA has worked
to restore critical habitat in
Wisconsin, encourage water-
fowler progression from hunter
to passionate conservationist,
and advocate for policies that
protect Wisconsin’s resourc-
es and the rights of citizens to
hunt.
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WWA Executive Director Bruce Ross accepts the
2024 Partner in Conservation Award from Delta Water-
fowl Foundation’s Senior Director of Government Af-

fairs Cyrus Baird.

career to ensuring customer in-
formation is safe and protected,”
Casey said. “Having a role with
the ETAAC allows me to be pro-
active in taking steps to preserve
the integrity of not only Wiscon-
sin’s, but also the nation’s, tax
system.”

Prior to his appointment as
Secretary  Designee, Casey
served as Deputy Secretary of
the department from 2019 to
2022. He has a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics from Grinnell
College. Additionally, he holds
a Master of Public Administra-
tion in public policy and man-
agement from Carnegie Mellon
University.

ADRC to hold a
caregivers retreat

The ADRCs of Jefferson,
Rock and Dane Counties are
pleased to host a day of pamper-
ing and information for family
caregivers.

On Wednesday, Nov. 6, from
9 am. to 4 p.m., The Aging and
Disability Resource Centers of
Jefferson, Rock and Dane Coun-

ties will host a day to honor fam-
ily caregivers at The Fort Atkin-
son Club—211 S. Water Street E,
Fort Atkinson.

The day starts with a variety
of spa and relaxation services.
Lunch is included and will be
followed by an afternoon of in-
formative conversation about a
variety of topics related to caring
for someone with dementia in-
cluding safety, security, technol-
ogy, research and perspectives
from a family caregiver and per-
son with a dementia diagnosis.

Full and half day sessions are
available to meet scheduling
needs. Respite care for a family
member is available based on
need and with a prior registration
for services. This is a compli-
mentary event. Preregistration
is required. Please contact Karen
Tennyson at 608-741-3615 for
more information and to com-
plete a registration.

For more information on the
dementia care specialist program
and services available, please
contact the local Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Center.

2471 ANNUAL YORKVILLE, IL

NATIVE AMERICAN
ARTIFACT SHOW

Sunday, October 6, 2024 » 8am-2pm
American Legion Hall, Route 34, Yorkville, IL

FREE Admission, Public Welcome

* See thousands of authentic prehistoric Indian artifacts, many from this area!
* Bring your artifact finds for FREE expert identification!

3 questions? Call Tristen Arnold at 779-279-4120
SPONSORED BY THE ILLINOIS STATE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

461400
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Natural Land Institute acquires 327-acre natural area

Natural Land Institute
(NLI) is excited to announce
that it closed Sept. 16 on the
purchase of a 327-acre natu-
ral area featuring wetlands,
ponds, a lake, Raccoon Creek
and grassland bird habitat.
This pristine property, pur-
chased for $816,925 plus
closing costs, is home to
threatened and endangered
species. It is located just north
of NLI's Lost Flora Fen on
Raccoon Creek, in Rockton,
and includes 196.52 acres in

Illinois (northern Winneba-
go County) and 130.25 acres
in Wisconsin (southern Rock
County).

This newly-acquired prop-
erty will be called the “Jerry
and Kathy Busse Prairie Pre-
serve on Raccoon Creek” af-
ter the Busses, who purchased
the naming rights for this pre-
serve with a $500,000 gift to
NLI for their passion for pro-
tecting nature. Jerry Busse is
the retired CEO and Founder
of Rockford Toolcraft Inc.

AR . ,. ‘]

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Jerry and Kathy Busse made a huge gift to NLI for a
327-acre natural area featuring wetlands, ponds, a lake,
Raccoon Creek and grassland bird habitat to be nhamed
the “Jerry and Kathy Busse Prairie Preserve on Rac-

coon Creek” in their honor.

NLI purchased the Busse
Prairie Preserve for its incred-
ible variety of plants and ani-
mals and to protect the water,
fish and other aquatic species,
and other wildlife. “We are
thrilled to be able to protect
this property. It is such an in-
credible complex of wetlands
and wet grasslands and hosts
an amazing variety of birds,
wildflowers, and pollinators,”
said Alan Branhagen, Exec-
utive Director, Natural Land
Institute. “The big views of
the skyline from here are im-
pressive,” he added.

NLI is very grateful to the
Busses and other donors who
gave generously to help safe-
guard this land and water hab-
itat. Other naming opportuni-
ties were available for naming
the lake, the bur oak grove,
and the walking trails. A gift
of $50,000 was received from
an anonymous donor to name
the lake “Lake AJ” after their
two daughters’ first names,
Andrea and Jessica. A gift of
$50,000 was received from
the Vanderpoel family and
the Vanderpoel Conservation
Foundation to name the bur
oak grove “The Vanderpoel
Family Bur Oak Grove.” A
gift of $50,000 was received
from Dorothy Baits to name
the walking trails, which will
be called the “Stephen and
Dorothy Baits Trail.” An ad-
ditional $50,000 was received
from Nancy Maze to provide
an enhanced meadow view.
Several $10,000 donations
were received for the oppor-
tunity to be listed on signage
at the preserve that will rec-
ognize these donors as “Pro-
tectors” of threatened, endan-
gered and species of conser-
vation concern. Additional
donations were received in
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Located just north of NLI's Lost Flora Fen on Raccoon Creek, in Rockton, this new
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preserve includes 196.52 acres in lllinois (northern Winnebago County) and 130.25
acres in Wisconsin (southern Rock County). This property already is enrollment in
the Wetland Reserve Program, but NLI will protect it further by managing invasive
species and any trickle down impact from nearby holdings.

various amounts to make up
the total amount needed to
purchase the Jerry and Kathy
Busse Prairie Preserve.

NLI staff and volunteer
wildlife monitors have been
to the preserve several times
in the months leading up to
the acquisition of the Busse
Prairie Preserve. Many threat-
ened and endangered species
have been found there, in-
cluding the Hine’s Emerald
Dragonfly, Blanding’s Turtle,
Rusty Patched Bumble Bee,
and a plethora of other plants
and animals of conservation
concern. Eastern Meadow-
larks, Bobolinks, Dickcissels,
and Henslow’s Sparrows are
key grassland birds that will
have nesting habitat protected

at the preserve.

While this property already
has one level of protection
with enrollment in the Wet-
land Reserve Program, it
doesn’t guarantee manage-
ment of the land. NLI will
further protect it by managing
it for invasive species and any
trickle down impact to NLI’s
other holdings on Raccoon
Creek such as Lost Flora
Fen on Raccoon Creek and
Nygren Wetland Preserve.
NLI will also protect it from
tree and shrub encroachment,
which would eventually de-
stroy the grassland habitat.

Busse Prairie Preserve will
open to the public at a date to
be announced at a later time.
For more information about

Natural Land Institute, visit
www.NaturalLand.org, call
815-964-6666 or email info@
naturalland.org.

About the Natural
Land Institute

The Natural Land Insti-
tute, an accredited conserva-
tion land trust, is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization based
in Rockford, which has pro-
tected 18,000 acres of natural
land in Illinois since 1958. The
current service area covers 12
counties in northern Illinois.
NLI’s mission is to create an
enduring legacy of natural land
in northern Illinois for people,
plants and animals. For more
information and to donate, vis-
it NaturalLand.org
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Sen. Spreitzer tours BTC, learns about updates

On Wednesday, Sept. 18,
Sen. Mark Spreitzer, D-Be-
loit, visited Blackhawk Tech-
nical College to tour the col-
lege’s Surgical Technology
program classroom and learn
more about efforts by the Wis-
consin Chapter of the Associ-
ation of Surgical Technology
(WIAST) to encourage new
legislation that would en-
hance the credentialing pro-
cess for surgical technologists
across the state.

Surgical technologists play

a vital role in the operating
room, possessing expertise in
the theory and application of
sterile and aseptic techniques
along with the managing of
surgical instrumentation,
supplies and medications.
WIAST and the national As-
sociation of Surgical Technol-
ogists (AST) are pushing for
legislation that would require
healthcare facilities to veri-
fy the credentials of surgical
technologists upon hire. This
would include confirming that

surgical technologists have
graduated from an accredited
surgical technology program
and are certified by the Na-
tional Board of Surgical Tech-
nology and Surgical Assisting
(NBSTSA).

“Ensuring that surgical
technologists have certifica-
tion is essential to maintain-
ing patient safety,” said Jessi-
ca Jacobson, a member of the
WIAST Board of Directors,
who joined Sen. Spreitzer
during the tour. AST repre-

Fire department highlights
benefits of fire dues program

Wisconsin Department of
Safety and Professional Ser-
vices (DSPS) Secretary Dan
Hereth and Wisconsin Com-
missioner of Insurance Na-
than Houdek presented a cer-
emonial check for more than
$50,000 to City of Merrill
Fire Department Chief Josh
Klug earlier this month, the
department’s share of funding
from the Wisconsin 2% Fire
Dues Program.

“Safety is a vital part of our
department’s mission, and our
state fire departments are the
backbone of safety in Wis-
consin communities,” said
DSPS Secretary Dan Hereth.
“Ensuring that safety mean
funding our fire departments,
and the Fire Dues Program is
a major source of funding.”

The 2% Fire Dues Program
requires insurers to pay 2% of
premiums collected for insur-
ance against loss from fires.
The Office of the Commis-
sioner of Insurance (OCI) col-
lects the dues, and DSPS dis-
tributes the dues to hundreds
of cities, villages, and towns
across Wisconsin according
to a prescribed formula. This

summer, Wisconsin profes-
sional, volunteer, and hybrid
fire departments received a
total of $32.2 million, a near-
ly $4 million increase over
2023.

“This program is all about
prevention. Fire departments
across our state can take their
share of the Fire Dues fund-
ing and put it towards the
programs that best serve their
communities. We’re proud
to play a part in this collab-
oration,” said Commissioner
Houdek.

Wisconsin fire departments
can use the Fire Dues funding
in a variety of ways to keep
communities safe, including
buying and replacing equip-
ment, producing fire preven-
tion programming, training
crews, and more. Merrill has
used some of its annual fund-
ing to keep a dedicated Fire
Inspector on staff.

“Previously, we had em-
ployees filling in that role on
a rotating basis,” explained
Merrill Fire Chief Josh Klug.
“Having someone dedicated
to that job allows our other
fire staff to concentrate on

their work, and for our local
businesses it provides con-
sistency. There is no question
about whom to contact with
questions about fire inspec-
tions.”

Chief Klug and Fire In-
spector Joe Bozinski joined
Merrill Mayor Steve Hass
and City Administrator Rod
Akey to accept the ceremonial
check for $50,872.26.

DSPS issues more than 240
unique licenses, administers
dozens of boards and coun-
cils that regulate professions,
enforces state building codes,
and maintains the Wisconsin
Enhanced Prescription Drug
Monitoring Program, which
is a key tool in the multi-fac-
eted public health campaign
to stem excessive opioid pre-
scribing. A fee-based agen-
cy, DSPS is self-sustaining
and receives no general fund
tax dollars for its day-to-day
operations. With two offices
and roughly 250 employees,
DSPS collaborates with con-
stituents and stakeholders
across a wide range of indus-
tries to promote safety and ad-
vance the economy.

Janesville unveils new public art installation

On Wednesday, Sept. 25,
the city of Janesville will
celebrate the unveiling of an
extraordinary new public art
installation, “Self-Worth,” at
a special ceremony starting at
5:30 p.m. This twelve-foot-
tall sculpture, created by ac-
claimed local artist Richard
Lazcano, will be revealed at
the southeast corner of River
and Court Streets, marking a
vibrant addition to downtown
Janesville’s artistic  land-
scape.

“Self-Worth” captures a
whimsical and thoughtful
moment: a bicyclist taking
a selfie with his bicycle,
highlighting a playful and
engaging intersection of art
and daily life. An oversized
bicycle tire pump acts as
a selfie-stand, inviting the
public to interact with the
sculpture and take their own
photos. Crafted entirely from
recycled bicycle parts donat-
ed by The Bike Elves (Brian
and Ann Reece of Beloit) and
Michael’s Cycles of Janes-
ville, this piece is a testament
to community collaboration
and sustainable art.

The piece was commis-
sioned by Lynn and John
Westphal, long-time sup-
porters of local cycling ini-
tiatives and public art. Their
passion for both bicycling
and community engagement
shines through in this unique
artwork. “We are lifelong
bicyclists who have sup-
ported all types of local bi-
cycling initiatives for many
years,” said Lynn Westphal.
John Westphal is known

for founding the Janesville
Morning Rotary Pie Ride and
co-founding the Janesville
Town Square Gran Prix bicy-
cle race, while Lynn has led
various committees in sup-
port of cycling events. Their
vision for “Self-Worth” is to
create a landmark that links
the downtown area, the riv-
er, the Town Square, and the
scenic Ice Age Trail that runs
through our downtown, en-
couraging residents and vis-
itors to explore and connect.
Local art ambassador Sue
Burkart, who helped coordi-
nate the creation of the piece,
praised Lazcano’s work, stat-
ing, “Richard Lazcano’s tal-
ent and dedication are evident
in ‘Self-Worth.” We believe
this sculpture will become an
iconic symbol of Janesville,
much like the Black Hawk
mural or Bessie the Cow stat-
ue. It represents not just ar-
tistic excellence but also our
community’s spirit and com-
mitment to public art.”
Lazcano, who is also
known for his previous work,
Gloria the Eagle, reflected

on the personal significance
of “Self-Worth.” He shared,
“The title represents a jour-
ney of self-discovery and
confidence. Initially, I doubt-
ed my ability to complete
such a monumental project,
but through perseverance and
creativity, I realized my po-
tential. This sculpture stands
as a reminder that we all have
the strength and capability
within us.”

The unveiling ceremony
will feature remarks from
the Westphals, Lazcano,
and local officials, with the
sculpture officially dedicated
to the city. The project was
made possible through the
collaborative efforts of Mike
Payne, Public Works Direc-
tor; Emily Moccero, Engi-
neering Department; Angus
Young Associates; and J.P.
Cullen, who completed the
sitework and installation.

Residents and visitors are
encouraged to attend the un-
veiling and experience the
new public art piece that cel-
ebrates community, creativi-
ty, and the joy of cycling.
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sentatives as well as Dr. Tracy
Pierner, President of Black-
hawk, and Moira Lafayette,
Dean of Health Sciences and
Public Safety at Blackhawk,
were also in attendance.

Currently, Wisconsin lacks
laws mandating certification
for surgical technologists,
though many healthcare fa-
cilities prefer credentialed
professionals. Several other
states have enacted similar
regulations, but Wisconsin
has yet to advance such legis-
lation.

Heather Gray, Director of
Blackhawk’s Surgical Tech-
nology program, expressed
support for the efforts by WI-
AST and AST.

“Requiring proper creden-
tialing ensures that all sur-
gical technologists meet the
highest standards of profes-
sionalism. Our graduates are
thoroughly prepared, and we
back these efforts to establish
uniform standards across the
state,” she said.

Blackhawk’s Surgical Tech-
nology program is a two-year
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associate degree that qualifies
graduates to sit for the CST
exam. According to the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
employment for surgical tech-
nologists is expected to grow
by 6 percent over the next de-
cade, which is faster than the
average for all occupations. In
Wisconsin, the median hourly
wage for a surgical technolo-
gist is $31.55.

For more information on
our Surgical Technology pro-
gram, visit blackhawk.edu/
surgicaltechnology.

LACKHAWK TECHNICAL COLLEGE Rock Valley Publishing

Blackhawk Technical College Surgical Technology students are joined by (left to
right) Dr. Tracy Pierner, President of Blackhawk; Jessica Jacobson, WIAST Board of
Directors member; Sen. Mark Spreitzer, D-Beloit; Heather Gray, Director of Black-
hawk’s Surgical Technology program; and Jaime Ginner, Surgical Technology in-

structor.

Apprentices receive
scholarships from ABC

Fifteen apprentices in
the skilled trades have been
awarded $1,000 scholarships
for the 2024-25 school year.
The Associated Builders and
Contractors (ABC) of Wis-
consin’s Apprenticeship and
Training Trust announced the
awards in September.

“This is the first year
we’ve offered scholarships
to apprentices,” said Chey-
enne Foster, Apprenticeship
Manager and scholarship
coordinator. “We know that
apprenticeship is an invest-
ment of time and resources,
and we are pleased to provide
scholarships to support those
training in our program.”

Nearly 2,500 apprentices
are currently training as part
of the ABC of Wisconsin pro-
gram. Each one is employed
by an ABC member, and
is paid while training. The
scholarships will assist them
with costs associated with
tools, instruction at technical
schools and related needs. Al-
most 150 apprentices applied
for the scholarship award.
Applicants were asked to
provide references from both
an employer and an instruc-
tor, and to complete two short
essays detailing their interest

in the trades and the impor-
tance of the scholarship. The
fifteen apprentices selected
all demonstrated character,
work ethic and a commitment
to the trades.

“We are so impressed
with the high quality of the
applicant pool,” said Ger-
ry Krebsbach, chair of the
ABC of Wisconsin Board of
Trustees. “We knew that our
apprentices exhibit incredible
work ethic and tenacity, and
the applications showed us
we have an incredible future
being developed in Wiscon-
sin’s construction industry.”

Funding for the scholar-
ships was provided by a large
number of longtime ABC
member companies.

“Our members care deeply
about their employees, ap-
prentices and the future of
Wisconsin’s  skilled trades
workforce,” said Kelly Tour-
dot, Incoming President of
ABC. “Their generous do-
nations help to ensure that
a new generation of appren-
tices have what they need to
complete their program and
become skilled craftsmen and
women.”

For more information on
the ABC Apprenticeship

Scholarship, visit https://
www.abcwi.org/apprentice-
shipscholarship/.

Established in 1950, Asso-
ciated Builders and Contrac-
tors is a national construction
industry trade association
that represents more than
23,000 members. Founded
on the merit shop philosophy,
ABC and its 68 chapters help
members develop people, win
work and deliver that work
safely, ethically and profit-
ably for the betterment of the
communities in which ABC
and its members work. The
ABC Apprenticeship pro-
gram in Wisconsin has nearly
2,500 active apprentices in 12
different skilled trades utiliz-
ing 13 different technical col-
leges. Founded on the Merit
Shop philosophy, ABC and
its 68 chapters help members
develop people, win work
and deliver that work safely,
ethically and profitably for
the betterment of the com-
munities in which ABC and
its members work. The Wis-
consin Chapter, based out of
Madison, is among the larg-
est in the country with more
than 1,000 member compa-
nies. Learn more at abcwi.
org.
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UWW places 156 student teachers in the region

A total of 156 students
from the University of Wis-
consin-Whitewater will repre-
sent the university as student
teachers at schools in Wiscon-
sin, Illinois and other neigh-
boring states during the 2024
fall semester.

Students from the univer-
sity’s College of Education
and Professional Studies will
serve as student teachers

through January 2025.

“Our students are highly
sought after,” said Fred Trot-
ter, administrative director in
UW-Whitewater’s Office of
Clinical Experiences. “School
districts really appreciate the
caliber of our graduates.”

Student teaching is the final
activity before teacher can-
didates earn their degree and
license.

UW-Whitewater will part-
ner with 218 cooperating
teachers across 148 schools in
94 districts over the course of
the semester.

“We couldn’t do this with-
out a lot of the great part-
nerships we have with those
pre-K through 12 schools
— their partnerships are very
much appreciated,” Trotter
said.

LEGAL NOTICES

BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENTS
MEETING

Town of Avon
Avon Town Hall
16513 W Beloit Newark Road,
Brodhead, WI 53520
October 1%, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

The Board of Adjustments Com-
mittee for the Town of Avon will
be meeting on October at 7:00 p.m.
to hear and review the application
submitted by Sandra Condon locat-
ed at 17504 W Smith Rd Brodhead,
WI 53520 (SW Y4, SW Y4, Section
8). This request is to divide off two
(2) acres +/- from existing 5.040
acres for a home to be built

If you approve or have an objec-
tion to this request, please express
your actions by letter, telephone, or
in person. If we do not hear from
you, we will infer that you have no
objections. Letters can be mailed
to 15444 W Skinner Rd, Brodhead,
WI 53520. For a telephone num-
ber of one of Board of Adjustment
members, please contact Stephanie
Schwartzlow at 608-921-3656.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk
608-921-3656

The Independent Register

9/18, 9/25/2024
WNAXLP

BRODHEAD SCHOOL
DISTRICT

SNOW REMOVAL BIDS

461431

Brodhead School District is ac-
cepting bids for snow removal for
the 2024-2025 school year. Snow
removal is required for the parking
lots, driveways, and sidewalks of
the High, Middle and Elementary
Schools on days when there is more
than one (1) inch of snow. School
lots, driveways and sidewalks need
to be cleared by 7:15 a.m.

Bids will be submitted based on a
fixed rate per snow removal. All
bidders must show a Certificate of
Insurance.

All bids must be submitted in a
sealed envelope marked on the
outside “Snow Removal Bid” and
mailed or delivered to Facility
Supervisor Chad Dix, Brodhead
School District, 2501 W. Fifth Ave-
nue, Brodhead, WI 53520 by 12:00
p.m. Friday, October 4, 2024.

Awarding of the bids will be made
as soon as possible after the open-
ing of the bids. The Board of Edu-
cation reserves the right to accept or
reject any bid.

The Independent Register
9/18, 9/25/2024
WNAXLP

ZONING AND
PLANNING MEETING

Town of Avon
Avon Town Hall
16513 W Beloit Newark Road,
Brodhead, WI 53520
October 1%, 2024 @ 6:30 p.m.

461378

The Zoning and Planning Board
for the Town of Avon will be meet-
ing on October 1%, 2024 to discuss
the recommendations from Rock
County Planning, Economic, &
Community Development Agen-

cy regarding the land division for
Eric Komprood Revocable Living
Trust located at 13246 W Sagen Rd,
Brodhead, WI 53520 (NE &SE %
or SW % in Section 1).

If you approve or have an objec-
tion to this request, please express
your actions by letter, telephone, or
in person. If we do not hear from
you, we will infer that you have no
objections. Letters can be mailed
to 15444 W Skinner Rd, Brodhead,
WI 53520. For a telephone num-
ber of one of Zoning and Planning
board members, please contact
Stephanie Schwartzlow at 608-921-
3656.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk
608-921-3656

The Independent Register
9/25/2024

WNAXLP 461529

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1. An application for informal
administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date of
birth 01/21/1929 and date of death
01/04/2022 was domiciled in Green
County, State of Wisconsin, with a
mailing address of 506 E. 2nd Ave-
nue, Brodhead, WI 53520.

3. All interested persons waived
notice.

4. The deadline for filing a claim
against the decedent’s estate is De-
cember 23, 2024.

5. A claim may be filed at the
Green County Justice Center Coun-
ty Courthouse, 2841 6th St., Mon-
roe, WI 53566, Wisconsin, Room
Probate Office.

Electronically signed by
Jennifer Prien
Probate Registrar

Michael A. Faust
Consigney Law Firm, S.C.
303 East Court Street,
Janesville, WI 53545
(608) 755-5050

Bar Number 1024665

The Independent Register
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TOWN OF SPRING
VALLEY

Monthly Meeting
Monday October 14, 2024
Orfordville Fire District
Meeting Room
173 N. Wright St.,
Orfordville, WI

AGENDA

461530

1. Call to order
2. Approval of agenda
3. Verification of proper public
notice
4. Secretary’s Report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Reports
A. Supervisors
B. Chairman
C. Other reports
7. Audience communication
8. Old business
A. Rock County Public Works

The Independent Register
9/18, 9/25/2024
WNAXLP

NOTICE:

The Brodhead Water & Light will be flushing
hydrants the week of
September 23rd through September 27th, 2024

Starting North of the railroad tracks and moving South

If you notice any discoloration of your water,
please run cold water for a few minutes to clear it up.
If you have any questions or problems,
please call Chris at 608-712-2982.

460741

/ Road work
B. Fire EMS update
C. Emergency and disaster
relief resolution
D. Blonhaven CUP follow up
9. New business
A. Set 2023 Budget Meeting
of the Electors
B. Recycling bid
C. Insurance bid
D. Operators license for CLB
E. Donaldson rezone
F. ATV resident group to
survey town
10. Future agenda items
11. Payment of bills
12. Adjournment

Dela Ends, Clerk

Recycling drop-off
2nd Saturday of the month Rock
Co. Public Works Bldg. Hwy 213
Orfordville 9am-noon.
www.townofspringvalley.com

The Independent Register
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TOWN OF SPRING
VALLEY

Preliminary 2025 Budget
Planning Meeting
Tuesday October 15 2024 at
6 PM
Orfordville Fire District
Meeting Room
173 N. Wright St.,
Orfordville, WI

The town board will meet on Tues-
day, October 15th at 6 pm at the
Orfordville Fire Station to begin
planning the 2025 budget for the
Town of Spring Valley. The public
is invited to attend.

Dela Ends, Clerk

The Independent Register
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PUBLICATION NOTICE

Notice of Application to
Establish a Branch of a State
Member Bank

The Bank of Brodhead, 806 East
Exchange Street, Brodhead, WI
53520, intends to apply to the Fed-
eral Reserve Board for permission
to establish a branch at 144 Mer-
chant Row, Milton, WI 53563. The
Federal Reserve considers a num-
ber of factors in deciding whether
to approve the application including
the record of performance of appli-
cant banks in helping to meet local
credit needs.

You are invited to submit com-
ments in writing on this application
to Colette A. Fried, Assistant Vice
President Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago, 230 South LaSalle Street,
Chicago, IL 60604. The comment
period will not end before October
13, 2024. The Board’s procedures
for processing applications may be
found at 12 C.ER. Part 262. Pro-
cedures for processing protested
applications may be found at 12
C.FR. 262.25. If you need infor-
mation about how to submit your
comments or to obtain a copy of the
relevant procedures, contact Jane
Dokko, Vice President of Commu-
nity Development and Policy Stud-
ies at (312) 322-6827; to request
a copy of an application, contact
Colette A. Fried at (312) 322-6846.
The Federal Reserve will consider
your comments and any request for
a public meeting or formal hear-
ing on the application if they are
received in writing by the Reserve
Bank on or before the last day of the
comment period.

The Independent Register
9/25/2024
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Rock Valley Publishing
Can Publish Your Legals.
Call 608-897-2193

Or email your legals to

legals@rvpublishing.com
425137

Student teachers assist co-
operating teachers with les-
son planning, instruction and
assessment. Some  student
teachers are pre-selected by
UWW staff and cooperat-
ing schools for internships,
earning a small stipend and
teaching up to 50 percent of
their day as a certified teacher
would.

UW-Whitewater licens-
es the most teachers in the
state of Wisconsin. Educating
teachers was the university’s
original mission during its
founding in 1868. To learn
more about the College of
Education and Professional
Studies at UW-Whitewater,
visit uww.edu/coeps.

The following UW-White-
water students from the lo-
cal area will serve as student
teachers this fall:

Beloit

e Marissa Clark, who is ma-
joring in Social Studies and
will work in Social Studies at
Beloit Turner Middle School
in the Beloit-Turner school
district.

e Haley Cottrill, who is
majoring in Elementary Edu-
cation and will work in Ele-
mentary and Middle at Con-
verse Elementary in the Beloit
school district.

e Erin Damrose, who is ma-
joring in Special Education
and will work in Special Ed-
ucation at Lakeland School in
the Lakeland school district.

e QGabrielle Dever, who
is majoring in Elementary
Education and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Garden Prairie Intermediate
School in the Beloit-Turner
school district.

* Courtney Karich, who is
majoring in Elementary Edu-
cation and will work in Ele-
mentary and Middle at Jack-
son Elementary in the Janes-
ville school district.

e Jermaine Lofton, who is
majoring in Physical Educa-
tion and will work in Physical
Education at Merrill Elemen-
tary in the Beloit school dis-
trict.

Brodhead
¢ Brooke Gierhart, who is
majoring in Elementary Mid-

dle Education and will work
in Elementary and Middle at
Parkview Elementary in the
Parkview school district.

¢ Juan Olmedo, who is ma-
joring in Spanish and will
work in World Language at
Brodhead High School in the
Brodhead school district.

Clinton

e Luz Espinoza, who is
majoring in Early Childhood
Education and will work in
Early Childhood Education
4U at Clinton Elementary in
the Clinton school district.

e Brayden Selk, who is
majoring in English and will
work in English and Lan-
guage Arts at Beloit Memo-
rial High School in the Beloit
school district.

* Kelly Vanderkooi, who is
majoring in Special Educa-
tion and will work in Special
Education at Clinton Ele-
mentary in the Clinton school
district.

Edgerton

e Cassidy Danks, who is
majoring in Elementary Ed-
ucation and will work in El-
ementary and Middle at Wal-
worth Elementary School in
the Walworth school district.

e Zack Gurney, who is ma-
joring in Music and will work
in Music at Delavan-Darien
High School in the Delavan
school district.

e Danielle Kronau, who
is majoring in English and
will work in English and
Language Arts at Stoughton
High School in the Stoughton
school district.

e Grace Newcomb, who
is majoring in Elementary
Education and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Northside Intermediate in the
Milton school district.

Janesville

¢ Gustav Baltes, who is
majoring in Spanish and will
work in World Language at
Whitewater High School in
the Whitewater school dis-
trict.

¢ Shea Burke, who is ma-
joring in History and will
work in Social Studies at
Parker High School in the
Janesville school district.

o R e d Eﬁn es (Continued from front page)

are a great excuse to get out-
side in the fall. It’s so much
fun to watch people come out
that had a blast doing some-
thing far beyond what they
expected the experience to
be.”

The corn mazes are open 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily through
Halloween. The farm also
uniquely integrates custom
technology on their Choose-
Your-Farm-Adventure Wagon
Rides. Other on farm activ-
ities include apple cannons,
a huge playground, pumpkin
picking, bakery, gift shop, and
more. For more information
please visit www.skellysfarm-

* Rileigh Elgas, who is
majoring in Elementary Ed-
ucation and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Northside Intermediate in the
Milton school district.

e Jennae Fairman, who
is majoring in Elementary
Education and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Ronald Reagan Elementa-
ry School in the New Berlin
school district.

e Cullen Field, who is ma-
joring in Special Education
and will work in Special
Education 4U at Evansville
High School in the Evans-
ville school district.

* Ean Graff, who is major-
ing in Special Education and
will work in Special Educa-
tion at Milton High School in
the Milton school district.

e Amber Jacobson, who is
majoring in Elementary Edu-
cation and will work in Ele-
mentary and Middle at Keg-
onsa Elementary School in
the Stoughton school district.

Milton

e Tyler Leith, who is ma-
joring in Physical Education
and will work in Physical
Education at Community
Elementary in the Edgerton
school district.

* Liberty Tidberg, who is
majoring in Art Education
and will work in Art at Jack-
son Elementary in the Janes-
ville school district.

Monroe

e Heather Burkhalter, who
is majoring in Early Child-
hood Education and will
work in Early Childhood Ed-
ucation 4U at Abraham Lin-
coln Elementary School in
the Monroe school district.

e Kelli Polnow, who is
majoring in Elementary Ed-
ucation and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Ronald Albrecht Elementa-
ry School in the Brodhead
school district.

Monticello

e Laura Gillaspie, who
is majoring in Elementary
Education and will work in
Elementary and Middle at
Milton Middle School in the
Milton school district.

Fil N

SKELLY FARM MARKET WEBSITE PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Skelly Farm Market features other farm activities that

include apple cannons, a huge playground, pumpkin
picking, bakery, gift shop, and more.

market.com or call 608-757-
1200. The farm is located at

o Ver n 0” (Continued from front page)

“The most important thing
I’ve learned here isn’t just the
knowledge from my classes.
I’ve developed critical think-
ing, problem-solving and
time-management skills that
will serve me well in my ca-
reer and life,” he said.

D’Angelo encourages fu-
ture students to take full ad-
vantage of the opportunities
at Blackhawk both inside and
outside of the classroom.

“Get involved in clubs and
activities, and don’t hesitate
to ask for help. The professors

and advisors are there to sup-
port you,” he said.

D’Angelo is the fourth
recipient of the IDEAL Op-
portunity Scholarship since
its inception in 2020. IDEAL
stands for Inclusion — Diver-
sity — Equity — Accessibility
— Launch and is designed to
support full-time enrolled stu-
dents as they work toward de-
gree completion in designat-
ed, high-need areas, including
Industrial Maintenance Me-
chanic, Electro-Mechanical
Technology, Automated Sys-

2713 Hayner Road in Janes-
ville.

tems Technology and Crimi-
nal Justice. It also aims to in-
crease access to education and
make a degree from Black-
hawk Technical College pos-
sible for an individual from a
historically underrepresented
group who faces financial bar-
riers to post-secondary educa-
tion. The scholarship program
is sustained by many contrib-
utors, including PepsiCo.

For more information
about the IDEAL Opportu-
nity Scholarship, please visit
blackhawk.edu/ideal.
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to place your ad

C

lassifieds

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

AD DEADLINE:

Friday
at4 pm

employment for sale

o

renlals § real estate

AR [

help wanted

® (QUTSTANDING JOB OPPORTUNITY!

: warehouse supervisor

and GIPcUlation assistant

Previous newspaper distribution/inserting experience

o preferred but not necessary. \We will train the right individual.
This could be the opportunity you've been looking for.

APPLY NOW! DELAVAN, WIS. LOCATION
Email: Lsweet@Rvpublishing.com
or call to inquire 262-725-7704

WE ARE PUBLISHERS OF LOCAL WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-
Time  Advertising Sales  Executive.
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and
niche publications throughout the stateline.
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making
your paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

444841

Managerial

Southern Lakes Newspapers LLC and its affiliated
companies are looking for a SKILLED OFFICE MANAGER
to lead and supervise all aspects of our business department
located in Delavan, Wis. This is a full-time position, minimum

35 hours, no nights or weekends. You will be in charge
of managing all day-to-day operations in the business
department and directly supervising 3-4 employees.

Responsibilities:

+ Oversee accounts payable and accounts receivable

+ Manage banking accounts

* Quarterly and annual duties for tax filings and census reporting
+ 401K and HR administration duties

+ Oversee payroll for 3 companies

* Recruiting and training new employees

* Miscellaneous department management duties

Requirements:
* Proficient in QuickBooks

+ Bachelor’s degree in business, business management, or other
related fields

* At least 3 years experience in a management position
+ Outstanding leadership abilities

* Excellent written and verbal communication skills 459650

Please submit resume to: kwhittington@rvpublishing.com

For details on placing an ad
n our Classified Section

Call 608-897-2193

aulomolive

L BN

real estate

services offered

Other Real Estate

. FARM FOR SALE

Peoples Company

OGLE CO., IL

New Listing: 38.96 Acres m/I, with 38 m/I tillable
acres, carrying a Pl of 123.1, located on the west
edge of Byron, IL. Sec. 25 of Byron Township.

DOUGLAS YEGGE - 563-320-9900 /L LIC 471.003585
ALAN MCNEIL - 563-321-1125 /L LIC 475.170074

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742

Peoplescompany.com

461624

FIND BARGAINS INTHE CLASSIFIEDS

for sale

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned
to thoroughly investigate all ads,
especially those asking for mon-
ey in advance.

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI153147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive
a top tax deduction! Call Veter-
an Car Donations at 1-888-425-
2108 today!

husiness

Home
Improvement

HANDYMAN-HOME REPAIRS
Powerwashing, Painting, Hon-
ey-do-list. 608-897-2410 Go to:
Jackofalltrades.us

Misc Services

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-948-3442

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-888-355-6955 today to sched-

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton Pow-
erProtect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful home
standby generators available.
Industry-leading comprehensive
warranty - 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call
Briggs & Stratton 1-855-725-
1829.

Wanted to Buy

I BUY OLD MUSIC AND concert
posters, movie posters, lobby
cards and photos, and pre-1970
comic books. (213) 944-9601 or
streestof2024 @ gmail.com

garage
sale

Orfordville

2017 S. STATE RD 23 Orford-
ville, WI Friday, September 20th
thru Saturday, September 28th
9AM-5PM Daily File cabinet, ta-
bles, two-seated bicycle trailer,
storage units, kitchen items, fall
decorations, craft and crochet
items and supplies, toys, clothes
and much, much more. Check it
out!

§ serviee

ule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Other
Opportunities

INVESTOR
WANTED

Local group seeking investors
to help acquire manufacturing
companies with $3mm-$13mm
in annual sales. 28 years in
business. Call Bob Sr.
at 815-209-0025.

461575

Tree Service

HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed
and insured, aerial bucket and
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency
service. 608-879-9014

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing
Act which makes it illegal to adver-
tise any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, disability, familiar/ sta-
tus or national origin, or an inten-
tion to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination. Familial
status includes children under the
age of 18 living with parents or le-
gal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-900-
669-9777. The toll-free tele phone
number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUS-
ING OPPORTUNITY

transportation

Automobiles

Motorcycles

1971 VW BEETLE 4 SPEED Ver-
ified milage 50,784. Runs great.
One family owned. Bought new.
Garage kept. $15,000. Evans-
ville, WI. Call 608-449-1420.

1985 TOYOTA SUPRA Oiriginal
owner, California car, 172,000
miles. Evansville $8,000 OBO.
608-322-2483

Boats

1999 HARLEY DAVIDSON
Road King Classic $5000, Ex-
cellent condition, 450 cc, fuel in-
jected, 28,300 miles, Cobalt blue
One Owner, Comes with wind-
shield, backrest, luggage racks,
side bags, cover. Needs a rear
tire. Bill Hauri 608-214-6283

Sports/Classic
Cars

MINI PONTOON BOAT All alum.
1yr.old 15 hp, elec. start Mercury
motor. Great buy, $7700 OBO.
Call George, 608-897-4177.

Campers and RVs

1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIOR
22’ V8 454 engine, 97,200 miles.
Newer tires, new battery, new
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop
A/C works great. Rust free, runs

ood and ready for travel! Asking
g10,500. Located near Rockford.
Call 815-520-0997.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000.
OBO. 262-470-4083.

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750.
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers

‘08 DODGE RAM 3500, Mega
Cab, 6.7 Cummins, 6 speed
Manual.  Short box, spray-in
bedliner, gauges, more perfor-
mance upgrades. Rust free, very
ood condition! 182,000 miles.
27,800 obo. Call or text 608-
897-5775

1999 EAST FLATBED TRAILER
Spread Axle, L 45 ft' x 96” W, lo-
cated in Darien, WI. $8,500 847-
826-8570.

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN 5100?

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER AT

% No Charge!

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,
917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

LAdélWiII'q’ty; bgﬁg‘clc’(}bted without thefollowing if_\fori_r\_a',_tﬁyh:l"()Lnly one free ad 'pelr'Tﬁ'@ntﬁ}j

YOUR NAME

PHONE

ADDRESS
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 Register Weekly -

Follow Your
Hometown

Teams!

1st Prize $20
CONTEST 2nd Prize $10

FIFTH WEEK FOOTBALL FRENZY WINNERS CONTEST RULES:

H H H 1. Pick the teams listed in each advertisement on this page. Indicate the winner
The first place winner of $20 was Tom Brewer of Albany with by writing in the name of the team opposite the advertiser's name on the entry
9 correct answers and 52 as the most points scored. The second form. No scores. Just pick winners.

: : 2. Pick a number which you think will be the highest number of points scored by
place winner of $1 0 was Paul Clark of Brodhead with 9 correct any one team on this page and place this number in the space provided near
H H the bottom of the entry form. This will be used to break ties and if a tie remains,

answers and 49 as the most pOIﬂtS .scored. The most pOIﬂtS scored one winner will be chosen via random drawing from all correct entries.
by one team was Columbus vs Big Foot with a score of 57-13. 3. One entry only from each contestant. Entries must be brought to The

Independent-Register’s office by 4:30 p.m. Friday or postmarked no later than

Friday of each week and mailed to Independent-Register Shopping News,
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE FOOTBALL FRENZY CONTEST THIS 917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI, 53520; or emailed to paper@indreg.com.

WEEK AND A SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS WHO MAKE THIS CONTEST POSSIBLE. 4. Must be ten years of age or older to qualify.

A

FOR Towing
cA
k _ ‘ LL 608-897_8088

- Senior Activities - Senior Dining -

Rental Space - Funeral Luncheons -

ARN'S auto service || RCRAF TERS
Complete Automotive Repair Shop = FOR SERVICE: 608-897-3330

AUTO BODY REPAIR INC.
= Engine Repair « Flectrical Systems = Hunter Tire Changer & Balancing
* Brake Service * Heating & A/C # Exhaust Systems Brodhead ) WI e Across from S u bway

= Suspension & Steering = 4 Wheel Computerized Alignment = Transmission Maintenance . %.u o
« 0l Changes « Tire Sales - Most Brands « Radiator Service When you need body work call us first. 102 Maple Street, Evansville, W - 608-882-0407

infoecreeksideplace.or
802 2ND ST. - BRODHEAD, WI 53520 - M-F 7:30AM-5PM - arnsauto.com 608_897_8447 ‘ ) ksid pl e
casey@arnsauto.com www.creeksideplace.org

Big Foot vs. Horicon-Hustiford 461564 Parkview/Albany vs. Cambria-Friesland 461563 Evansville vs. Delavan-Darien 461571

.)p . Speciallizing"in 1 . .
oncrete!Installation LPL F 1
— & Repair Greenwoods n lnaHC].a
We do priojectsiofiall State Bank Stocks » Bonds « Mutual Funds -Advisory Services + Annuities
IRA’s « 401K Rollovers * College Planning ¢ Life Insurance

(608) 862 - 3156 | ALBANY. WI| 5l.zes" - -
T imduson ERECERRLIRENI G SR e B Jared Arn — Financial Consultant
. i e Dri ; ' 1019 1st Center Ave., Ste A
[[RTONg | Foundations R We’re Here For YOU! 508-897-3( e A 5

¢ Decorative Concrete ¢ All Farm Work |
dp concrete B atios/Pareh : greenwoodswea anagement.co B > G
& landscaping e Su0 TONCES Sl iais ol i o U Sy —— e NS

12 J Lindemann Dr., Evansville, WI 53536

BOOY.—

Class Reunions - Weddings - v‘eekside
Graduation Parties - Birthday Parties - Place

Work with our event staff for a personalized experience. Ask us about our package deals on

funeral luncheons, weddings, and reunions!

Open 8:00AM-2 y OPM Friday

608-862-3156 - Albany, WI - www.dpconcrete.com

P . o @ el Not FDIC Insured No Bank Guarantee May Lose Value
plussconcrete@gmail.com - randydpconcrete@gmail.com 2 FDIC @ | greenwoods.bank | © Not a Deposit | Not Insured by any Fedaral Government Agency
Whitewater vs. East Troy 461570 Turner vs. Sterling 461567 Brodhead-Juda vs. New Glarus 461569

Diamond Center and Evansville!

mercyhealthsystem.org
(888) 39-MERCY

/ AN/ “Gateh’up on your health with
[_W%WJ I Dr. Cloutier in Brodhead

SWISS FAMILY.

SMOKEHOUSE

Family owned business for over 47 years

104 N. Madison St. = Evansville, WI 53536
608-882-4030

Edgerton vs. Jefferson

On THE Square, Monroke, WI « 608-325-2600
NEW HOURS: Tues.-Fr1. 9 A.M.-5 pP.M.,
SAT. 9 A.M.-4 p.M., CLOSED SuNDAY & MoNDAY

-
REGISTERED JEWELERS (}?‘:) W Mercyhealth

AMERICAN QEM SOCIETY “—C S :
e Dr. VickieMarie Cloutier Dodgeville vs. Prairie du Chien
Monroe vs. McFarland 461565 Family Medicine 461568

461566

* OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM = OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM : OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM -

Arn’s Auto
Name

Body Crafters
Creekside Place Address
DP Landscaping .
Greenwoods State Bank City Age Phone
LPL Financial — MAIL, EMAIL OR BRING ENTRY FORM TO OFFICE —
Luecke’s Jewelers Letters or entries must be at The Independent-Register’s office by 4:30 p.m. on Friday or postmarked by Friday and mailed to:
Mercy Health Independent-Register Shopping News

, _ 917 West Exchange Street
Swiss Family Smokehouse Brodhead, WI 53520
I think will be the most points scored by one team. Or emailed to: paper@indreg.com

PLEASE PATRONIZE THE SPONSORS WHO'MAKE THIS CONTEST

POSSIBLE!!! THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!!
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