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The early signs of spring
are showing at Big Hill Park,
and the maple sap is starting
to flow. Welty is hosting its
17th Maple Sugar Fest on
Saturday, Feb. 22, from 8 a.m.
to noon at Big Hill Center, lo-
cated at 1201 Big Hill Court
in Beloit.

The morning will be filled
with maple sugar-themed ac-
tivities, such as hikes to the
sugar bush, a condenser boil-
ing sap down to make syrup,
children’s story time, basket
weaving, wood carving, and
take-home crafts. There will

Sugart brings
the sweetness to winter

also be a delicious pancake
breakfast featuring real maple
syrup, sausage, apple sauce,
and hot drinks. The cost is
$10 for adults ($7 for Welty
members), $5 for kids 3 to 12,
and children 2 and under eat
for free. Tickets will be avail-
able at the door and visitors
are encouraged to bring their
own utensils and mugs to cut
down on waste generated by
the event.

“It’s a great morning to cel-
ebrate Wisconsin traditions,”
said Brenda Plakans, Welty’s
executive director. “You can
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Visitors practice drilling holes for a spile that allows

sap to be collected from a
2020 Maple Sugar Fest.

Sugar Maple tree at Welty’s

Fans of fashion, firearms
and history won’t want to
miss an exclusive exhibit
of historic wedding gowns
and guns at the Rock County
Historical Society (RCHS) in
Janesville. This first-ever ex-
hibit of its kind will showcase
more than 40 wedding gowns
throughout the beautiful Lin-
coln-Tallman Museum, and
50 firearms in RCHS’ Mu-
seum and Visitor Center. All
items on display are from the
RCHS collection. The Gowns
& Guns exhibit grand opening

taste sap as it comes out of
the tree and warm yourself
by a bonfire, where the sap is
condensed into syrup. Visitors
can watch basket weaving
and wood carving, learn how
to attract more pollinators to
their gardens, get information
on starting a compost bin, and
try an ecology activity like
I.D.-ing paw prints and exper-
imenting with water tension!”

This is Welty’s 17th Maple
Sugar Fest, and the event em-
phasizes the maple sugaring
tradition in Wisconsin. This
process of using the early run
of sap to create maple sug-
ar was introduced by Native
Americans to European set-
tlers as a strategy for getting
through the last months of
winter before spring food
resources became available.
Maple sugar was used as a
seasoning, as well as a treat,
and was at the center of ear-
ly spring celebrations. The
morning will feature much of
this history, as well as a deli-
cious breakfast.

“Come enjoy the early signs
of spring, rain or shine (or
snow!) at Welty,” encouraged
Plakans. “There’s something
for everyone — including real
maple syrup for sale — and it’s
a fun, and tasty, way to learn
more about Wisconsin histo-
ry!”

For more information visit
www.weltycenter.org; email

info@weltycenter.org; or call
608-361-1377.
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RCHS will open their
new “Guns & Gowns” ex-
hibit with a grand opening
on Thursday, Feb. 20. One
of the highlighted gowns
is this ivory satin wedding
dress from the later 1800s.

is Thursday, Feb. 20, and will
run Thursdays through Sun-
days until March 16.

The gowns display will
showcase a kaleidoscope of
colors, styles, and cultural in-
fluences, with wedding gowns
and accessories that span
nearly a century, from 1838
to 1927. Each custom-made
gown has a story; many be-
longed to families with deep
ties to Rock County. Just a few
highlights include a dark pur-
ple bustled and ruffled gown
worn by Helen Green Sayre
in 1880, and a stunning ivory
satin wedding dress, and blue
velvet cape of Harriet Bost-
wick Carle from 1893.

“The  volunteers work-
ing on the gowns committee
spent hundreds of hours re-
searching and assessing (and
admiring) the beautiful and

E=mc=a

historic gowns in the RCHS
collection that are 100 years
old or more,” said commit-
tee member Linda Viney.
“These dresses were expert-
ly constructed, and we were
surprised by the variety of
unique designs. Anyone who
treasures fashion, fabrics, and
sewing won’t want to miss
this fascinating display.”

The guns exhibit invites
visitors to view a remarkable
collection of over 50 fire-
arms from the 1800s, many
of which have not been seen
for more than 30 years. From
flintlocks and blunderbusses
to pepperboxes and percus-
sion revolvers, this display
illustrates the rapid evolution
of gun technology during the
19th century.

See EXHIBIT, Page 3
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Downtown Janesville Flannelfest is returning for a sixth year on Saturday, Feb. 22.

Flannelfest Beer Festival
returns to Janesville

Downtown Janesville Flan-
nelfest presented by Blain’s
Farm and Fleet returns for
the sixth year on Saturday,
Feb. 22, from noon to 5 p.m.
Tickets are available now at
www.janesvilleflannelfest.
com. Taste over 100 beers
from craft brewers all over
Wisconsin and vote for a fa-
vorite beer at the homebrew
competition sponsored by
The Looking Glass and Sauk
Valley Bank. Participate in a
day filled with fun and un-
limited games including the

Lazy Man Run, cornhole
tournament, axe throwing,
giant pong, hammerschla-

gen, derby race, and joust-
ing sponsored by Whiskey
Ranch. Live entertainment
will be featured throughout
the event including chainsaw
artists sponsored by Educa-
tor’s Credit Union. Food and
merchandise vendors will be
available for purchase.

A limited number of VIP
tickets are available which
includes access to The Venue,
lunch catered by drafthouse,
exclusive beer tastings from
Duesterbeck’s Brewing
Company, live music by La-
zlo Weed inside The Venue,
commemorative Flannelfest
souvenir, pretzel necklace
making  station, compli-
mentary chair massages by
Thrive Massage, unlimited
games, Flannelfest beer mug
and lanyard. The VIP area
is sponsored by TDS Fiber
and Harris Ace Hardware.
General admission tickets in-
clude beer tastings, unlimit-
ed games, live entertainment,
Flannelfest beer mug and
lanyard. VIP tickets are $110
and General Admission are
$55.

There will be additional
events happening downtown
throughout the weekend
at participating downtown

businesses, along with spe-
cial room block rates at ho-
tels for those coming from
out of town. Visit the Flan-
nelfest website for weekend
schedule updates and hotel
information.

“Flannelfest is a great way
to get out of the house during
the winter and participate in
Wisconsin themed activities
with friends. We’ve seen a
significant increase in atten-
dance from outside of Janes-
ville for this event, and look
forward to welcoming people
back for a fun-filled weekend
in downtown Janesville”
Elaina Szyjewski, Managing
Director.

Flannelfest is brought to
you by Downtown Janes-
ville, Inc. and is one of the
largest fundraisers for the
non-profit organization. For
more information, email
info@downtownjanesville.
com.
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Ag community resource looks at climate outlook

By Deilee Calvert
UW-MADISON EXTENSION
During the 2025 growing
season, members of the ag-
riculture community in Wis-
consin will once again have
access to a weekly climate
outlook. The Wisconsin Ag
Climate Outlook (WACO)
includes things like histori-
cal and current weather pat-
terns, soil moisture, precip-
itation, and crop progress.
Combining data from na-
tional and local sources, in-
cluding the National Weath-
er Service, regional climate
centers, Wisconet, USDA,
and the U.S. Drought Mon-
itor, WACO provides Wis-
consin-specific climate
information tailored to the
agricultural community.
The report helps farmers
be more prepared and adapt
their plans to accommodate
anticipated changes.
WACO, which debuted
during the 2024 growing
season, is partly a result of
2023 drought conditions.
During that year, Natasha

A Wisconsin corn field during drought conditions in 2023.

Paris, a UW-Madison Ex-
tension regional crops edu-
cator who works in Adams,

Green Lake, Marquette,
and Waushara counties, re-
ceived a lot of questions

from farmers about grow-

ing conditions. “Because of

that, I started posting cli-
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mate maps here and there,”
said Paris. She quickly re-
alized there was interest in
the information.

Paris tapped into a larger
network of people with sim-
ilar goals, each having piec-
es of the overall picture.
“We had a lot of meetings
last year to bring everybody
in the climate space togeth-
er to have conversations,”
said Paris. Now, the group
works together to provide
information in a way that is
most helpful to farmers.

Josh Bendorf, an ag cli-
matologist with the USDA
Midwest  Climate  Hub,
was part of the planning
team. He says the week-
ly report provides ag ad-
visors, conservation staff,
and farmers with relevant,
up-to-date Wisconsin cli-
mate information and links
that information to impacts
on Wisconsin agriculture.
“The goal is to help farmers
make well-informed deci-
sions based on the current
and forecasted conditions in
their area,” said Bendorf.

State Climatologist Steve
Vavrus describes the out-
look as an assessment of
current and recent weather
and crop conditions com-
bined with a weather fore-
cast for the next week and
a look at the entire season.
Bringing together that in-
formation helps those with
agricultural interests better
prepare. “Farmers have long
been able to access a lot of
weather and crop informa-
tion, but the major benefit
of WACO is that it provides
‘one-stop shopping’  for
farmers, so they can quickly
digest pertinent information
for their operations without
having to dig around for it,”
said Vavrus.

This past growing season,
Paris and her Extension col-
leagues added an essential
piece to the report by taking
all of the data and provid-
ing weekly agronomic rec-
ommendations. “Taking the
data that one step further
is really helpful and makes
the information much more
usable and actionable for
farmers,” said Bendorf. The
group hopes that WACO
can provide weekly guid-
ance for on-farm decisions
such as the timing of plant-
ing and harvest, in-season
management decisions (i.e.,
pests, nutrients, water, etc.),
and upcoming weather haz-
ards to be aware of.

In addition to posting the
report online, WACO con-
tributors joined the Bad-
ger Crop Connect webinar
series to give a weekly

overview to about 100 at-
tendees. “Being part of the
Badger Crop Connect webi-
nars has been a great way to
get the information to the ag
community and be available
to discuss the information,”
said Bendorf.

You can find the Wiscon-
sin Ag Climate Outlook on-
line. Visit the Badger Crop
Connect website to view
past or register for upcom-
ing webinars.

The Badger Crop Con-
nect webinar series s
hosted by the Extension
Crops and Soils Program.
This bi-weekly series runs
during the growing season,
offering farmers, agrono-
mists, and crop consultants
timely updates on crop and
soil conditions, agronom-
ic considerations related
to weather and climate, re-
search-backed  resources,
and expert advice. The pro-
gram aims to keep growers
informed about the numer-
ous factors impacting their
crop season.

The mission of the Mid-
west Climate Hub is to
develop science-based, re-
gion-specific  information
and technologies along-
side USDA agencies and
partners and deliver these
products to agricultural and
natural resource manag-
ers that enable climate-in-
formed  decision-making.
The Hub aims to provide
information that will help
producers cope with cli-
mate change through link-
ages of research, education,
and extension partnerships.
Encompassing  Michigan,
Ohio, Wisconsin, Minne-
sota, lowa, Missouri, Indi-
ana, and Illinois, this region
represents one of the most
intense areas of agricultur-
al production in the world
with a wide array of prod-
ucts.

The Wisconsin State Cli-
matology Office is housed
within the Nelson Institute
for Environmental Studies
Center for Climatic Re-
search, the Division of Ex-
tension, and the Department
of Atmospheric and Oceanic
Sciences at UW-Madison.
It collects, analyzes, and
shares climate information
with our communities while
leading the way in climate
science education and re-
search. Funding has been
provided by the Wisconsin
Rural Partnerships Institute,
which is part of the Institute
for Rural Partnerships and
supported by the USDA Na-
tional Institute of Food and
Agriculture.

Wisconet is a growing
statewide network of weath-
er and soil monitoring sta-
tions designed to provide
the public with high quality
data at high spatial and tem-
poral resolutions. Wisconet
plans to deploy 80 stations,
with at least one in every
Wisconsin county. Each sta-
tion provides more than one
dozen measurements every
five minutes, including air
and soil temperature, soil
moisture, relative humidity,
barometric pressure, wind
speed and direction, liquid
precipitation, solar radia-
tion, and leaf wetness.

The Wisconet team is af-
filiated with the UW-Madi-
son Department of Plant and
Agroecosystem  Sciences
and the Wisconsin Energy
Institute (WEI). Funding
has been provided by the
Wisconsin Alumni Research
Foundation (WARF) and the
Wisconsin Rural Partner-
ships Institute.
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Story time at Albertson Memorial Library was all about trucks last week. They read I’'m a Monster Truck and
Puppy Truck. There were truck puzzles to put together and a paper-folded truck — a simple origami project —
that runs on a marble. Preschool story time meets every Tuesday morning at 10 a.m. at the Albertson Memorial

\

Exercise hope by joining CROP Hunger Walk

“Exercising Hope” is the
theme for the 48th annual
Janesville Area CROP Hun-
ger Walk, which will take
place on Sunday, April 27.

Those two words — exer-
cising and hope — are funda-
mental to the mission of the
CROP Walk. Everyone can
benefit from moving their
bodies, and the CROP Walk
offers the opportunity to do
just that. More importantly,
everyone has hope that one
day people in the communi-
ty, country, and across the
world will have enough food
to nourish their bodies.

Organizers hope to raise
$50,000, and ECHO again
will receive 25 percent of
the total amount donated.

The remaining funds will
help the efforts of Church
World Service (CWS), a
faith-based organization
that fights hunger and pov-
erty in communities around
the globe.

Last year’s Janesville area
walk raised about $49,000
with more than $12,000
going to ECHO, a Janes-
ville-based organization
that helps provide tempo-
rary housing, food, and
transportation to people in
need. Through the years,
the Janesville area walk has
raised more than $1.36 mil-
lion.

Interested walkers can
sign up online individually
or as a team at WwWw.cro-

o EXh i bi t (Continued from front page)

Highlights include two
locally-made shotguns and
cased sets of ornately em-
bellished pistols, which were
most often used at sporting
events. This collection offers
a unique glimpse into the
tools that were essential to
early settlers and soldiers, and
misused by outlaws.

“This is truly a one-of-a-
kind collection that includes
some extremely rare pieces
that can’t be seen

else in the state,” noted David
Stavlo, owner of Lodgewood
Manufacturing, a full-service
antique gun shop located in
Whitewater.

Tickets to view both collec-
tions are $15 for adults and
no charge for children age 12
and under. The grand opening
event planned for Feb. 20 runs
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the Lin-
coln-Tallman Museum. Reg-
ular exhibit hours are Thurs-
days through Sundays, Feb.

phungerwalk.org/janesville-
wi. Just click on “Register,”
fill in details, and then one
will find lots of tools to help
them get started. There is
no registration fee to par-
ticipate, but walkers are
encouraged to collect dona-
tions to support the cause.

Twelve teams participated
in the 2024 walk, and orga-
nizers hope that number will
increase this year.

Kathy Holcombe, event
coordinator, encourages
congregations, business-
es, and other groups in the
Janesville area to get in-
volved in the fight to end
hunger. For more informa-
tion, contact Holcombe at
608-752-8117 or cropjanes-

21 through March 16 from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Special tours
are also available by calling
RCHS at 608-756-4509. For
tickets and more information,
please visit rchs.us/event/
gowns-and-guns-exhibit.
Tickets purchased online may
be used on any tour

Exhibit sponsors include
the Janesville Area Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau and
Lamar Outdoor Advertising.
Sponsors for the gowns ex-
hibit are: Linda Stillmank

Pierson and Robert Pierson,
in honor of James and Vera
Stillmank, founders of Vera’s
House of Bridals; Jennifer

ville @charter.net.

A breakfast meeting for
team captains is scheduled
for 8:30 a.m. Saturday,
March 1, at St. John Luther-
an Church at 302 N. Parker
Drive in Janesville. Team
captains will receive mate-
rials and ideas to help them
encourage people to join the
walk and collect donations.
Refreshments will be avail-
able from 8 to 8:30 a.m.

If not available to walk
on April 27, please consid-
er making a tax-deductible
online contribution at www.
crophungerwalk.org/janes-
villewi. Regardless of its
size, the gift will help peo-
ple in local neighborhoods
and around the world.

Eager Ehle; and Jax Custom
Printing.

Home to six uniquely dif-
ferent historic sites on a 3.5-
acre campus in the historic
Look West Neighborhood,
the Rock County Historical
Society’s mission is to bridge
past and present through cap-
turing and sharing stories
about Rock County. Its sites
include the award-winning
Lincoln-Tallman ~ Museum,
Helen Jeffris Wood Museum
Center, RCHS Archives and
Preservation Facility, Tallman
Carriage House, Wilson-King
Stone House, and the Frances
Willard Schoolhouse.
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Jazz bands to present
hot chili and cool jazz

What better way to spend a
February afternoon than en-
joying a hot bowl of chili and
listening to a program of cool
jazz? The School District of
Beloit Jazz Bands are look-
ing forward to presenting Hot
Chili and Cool Jazz, on Sun-
day, Feb. 23 from 2 to 5 p.m.,
in the Beloit Memorial High
School Cafeteria. This event
will feature selections per-
formed by both BMHS Jazz
bands led by Chris Behrens,
and the Fruzen-Aldrich Jazz
Ensemble led by Glenn Wil-
fong. Admission is $10 for
adults, $5 for students, kids
under 5 are free.

“Here’s an opportunity for
the community to see the im-
pressive work our kids are
doing in the Beloit jazz pro-
grams while enjoying a casual
meal,” says Behrens, head of
the BMHS bands.

Chili, hot dogs, chips, and
desserts are on the menu and
jazz favorites by musicians
such as Duke Ellington, Her-
bie Hancock, Count Basie,
and others will be on the play-
list. This event will show the
range of the jazz programs in
the school district and sup-
port students from the sixth to

twelfth grades as they demon-
strate their interpretation of
a truly American musical
genre.

The School District of
Beloit has a strong musical
tradition, and students begin
learning to play their instru-
ments in fifth grade. By sixth
grade they are invited to au-
dition for the middle-school
jazz bands that rehearse early
in the morning before school
starts, asking discipline and
commitment from the young
musicians and their parents.
When they reach high school,
band students audition again,
vying for a spot in either the
Jazz Ensemble or, the most
competitive band, the Jazz
Orchestra. It is the BMHS
Jazz Orchestra that has com-
peted in the Jazz at Lincoln
Center’s Essentially Ellington
competition 12 times in the
past 15 years, held annually
in New York City.

Most performances by the
jazz bands occur in the eve-
nings, so this event is an op-
portunity for the whole family
to enjoy an afternoon of mu-
sic and a meal and celebrate
the hard work of Beloit’s
homegrown jazz musicians.

Police news

Beloit man arrested on
drug charges

On Feb. 12, at approximate-
ly 8:50 a.m., the Rock County
Sheriff’s Office SWAT Team
executed a search warrant
in the 2000 block of Linway
Drive, Beloit. The search war-
rant was the result of a narcot-
ics investigation conducted
by the Rock County Sheriff’s
Office Special Investigations
Unit (SIU). The search war-
rant was executed with the
assistance of the Beloit Police
Department and the Town of
Beloit Fire Department.

As a result of the investi-
gation, the following indi-
vidual was arrested: Dentrez
E. Richardson, 33, 1 Count-
Prohibited Acts B — Maintain

Residence
for  Drug
Trafficking;
2 Counts -
| Neglecting

a Child;
o 1 Count-
Possession
with Intent
to Deliver
THC.

Richardson’s initial appear-
ance was on Feb. 14 at 3 p.m.

“Pursuant to the directive
of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court as found in Supreme
Court Rule 20:3.6, Trial Pub-
licity, you are advised that a
charge is merely an accusa-
tion and that a defendant is
presumed innocent until and
unless proven guilty.”

Dentrez
Richardson
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On the firearms side of the exhibit, one of the high-
lights are these ornately embellished sporting pistols.

A cased set of ornately embellished pistols, which were
most often used at sporting events, is among many at
the “Guns & Gowns” exhibit.
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UWW reveals 2024 winter graduates

More than 800 students
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Whitewater
at winter commencement,
held Dec. 14, 2024, at Kachel
Fieldhouse in the Williams
Center.

The following students
from the local area earned de-
grees from the UW-Whitewa-
ter at winter commencement:

Albany

e Olivia Roth graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: English —
BA.

Beloit

e Carlos Alcala-Rosales
graduated with the following
degree: Supply Chain Man-
agement — BBA.

* Rachel Barry graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Early
Childhood Education — BSE.

* Noemi Batista graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
— AAS.

e Teylor Carter graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
— AAS

» Kathryn Clark graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Liberal Studies —
BA.

e Marissa Clark graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Social Studies —

BSE.

* Haley Cottrill graduated
with the following degree: El-
ementary Education — BSE.

e Erin Damrose graduated
with the following degree:
Special Education — MSE.

* Gabrielle Dever graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Elementary
Education — BSE.

* Adrian Estrada graduated
with the following degree:
Marketing — BBA.

* Hannah Franks graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Applied Arts and Sciences —
BAAS.

e Shelvin Garrett graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Physical
Education — BSE.

» Baltazar Giles graduated
with the following degree:
Mathematics — BS.

* John Grey graduated with
the following degree: Asso-
ciate of Arts and Science —
AAS.

e Madelyn Houck graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Political Science — BA.

* Courtney Karich gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Ele-
mentary Education — BSE.

* Yasmin Martinez graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Dayshauna  Mitchell
graduated with the following

degree: Business Analytics —
BBA.

* Angelica Monat graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Brooke Najdowski grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Associate of Arts and
Science — AAS.

* Porscha Nalan graduated
with the following degree:
Communication — BA.

* Gabrielle Otto graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Manage-
ment — BBA.

* Mitchel Pham graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Biology — BS.

* Aurora Renteria graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Applied Arts and Sciences —
BAAS.

e Maribel Rodriguez grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Marketing — BBA.

e Mandi Shallenberger
graduated Magna Cum Laude
with the following degree:
Communication Sciences and
Disorders — BS.

* Ghost Stoner graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

e Jacob Thies graduated
with the following degree:
Social Studies — BSE.

* Ariana Tinder graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Scienc-

es Collaborative — AAS.

e Ismael Torres graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Jon Muraki graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

Brodhead

* Brooke Gierhart graduat-
ed Cum Laude with the fol-
lowing degree: Elementary
Middle Education — BSE.

Clinton

e Luz Espinoza graduated
with the following degree:
Early Childhood Education —
BSE.

* Kassie Knueppel graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Brayden Selk graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: English —
BSE.

* Kelly Vanderkooi graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Special Education — BSE.

Edgerton

e Jason Brewer graduated
with the following degree:
School Business Management
— MSE.

* Aleea Cleveland graduat-
ed Cum Laude with the fol-
lowing degree: Elementary

Join Us For THE

STONE CREEK ANGUS

3RD ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE
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Education — BSE.
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e Cassidy Danks graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Elementary
Education — BSE.

* Reed Farrington graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Man-
agement — BBA.

* Danielle Kronau graduat-
ed Summa Cum Laude with
the following degree: English
—BSE.

* Grace Newcomb graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Elementary Education — BSE.

* Ben Wileman graduated
with the following degree:
Journalism — BA.

Janesville

* William Anthoney grad-
uvated Cum Laude with the
following degree: Computer
Science — BS.

e Joshua Autry graduated
with the following degree:
Management — BBA.

* Gustav Baltes graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Spanish —
BSE.

e Zach Besaw graduated
with the following degree:
Business Administration —
MBA.

e Shea Burke graduated
with the following degree:
History — BSE.

* Adilene Cabrera graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Samuel Callan graduated
with the following degree:
Business Administration —
MBA.

* Gwendolyn Carroll grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Associate of Arts and
Science — AAS.

¢ Colton Connell graduated
with the following degree: Fi-
nance — BBA.

e Matthew Drew graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Applied Arts and Sciences —
BAAS.

* Rileigh Elgas graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Elementary
Education — BSE.

» Jennae Fairman graduated
with the following degree: El-
ementary Education — BSE.

e Cullen Field graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Special Education
—BSE.

e Tracy Goethe graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Communi-
cation — BA.

e Isaac Goodmanson grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Associate of Arts and
Science — AAS.

* Ean Graff graduated Mag-
na Cum Laude with the fol-
lowing degree: Special Edu-
cation — BSE.

¢ Bleron Grajcevci graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

e Rhiannon Hacker grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Psychology — BA.

e Lucero Haecker graduat-
ed Cum Laude with the fol-
lowing degree: Psychology
- BA.

* Heather Hayes graduated
with the following degree:
Liberal Studies Without a Mi-
nor — BA.

* Amber Jacobson graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Elementary Education — BSE.

e Jared Keeter graduated
with the following degree:
Human Performance — BS.

* Sean Kranenburg graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Marketing — BBA.

* Besnik Mecollari graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Austin Miller graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the

following degree: Computer
Science — BS.

* Kentarrian Myles graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Malachi Payne graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Parker Peabody graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Alex Peterson graduated
with the following degree:
Media Arts and Game Devel-
opment — BA.

* Bekah Ragan graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Scienc-
es Collaborative — AAS.

* Sabestian Richardt grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Associate of Arts and
Sciences  Collaborative -
AAS.

* Reece Rutkowsky gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude with
the following degree: Infor-
mation Technology — BBA.

* Benjamin Skaleski gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude with
the following degree: Biology
- BS.

e Colin Sladek graduated
with the following degree:
Business Administration -
MBA.

* Theresa Spicer graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Early Childhood
Education — BSE.

* Nate Staddler graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Computer
Science — BS.

e Jon Taylor graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Manage-
ment — BBA.

* Annah Tearman graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Human Resource
Management — BBA.

e Jason Upham graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

* Emily Welch graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Journalism — BA.

* Matthew Wentzlaff grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: History — BA.

Milton

* Allison Cotgrave graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Scienc-
es Collaborative — AAS.

* Michael Everhart graduat-
ed with the following degree:
Business Administration -
MBA.

e Liam Griffin graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Japanese
Studies — BA.

* Timothy Hoffman gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Man-
agement — BBA.

 Kaleb Johnson graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Computer
Science — BS.

e Tyler Leith graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Physical
Education — BSE.

e Hailey Meyer graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: English —
BA

e Alycia Olson graduated
with the following degree:
General Business — BBA.

¢ Jacob Schumacher gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Biology
- BS.

e Sherif Sherif graduated
with the following degree:
Associate of Arts and Science
—AAS.

e Liberty Tidberg graduated
with the following degree: Art

See GRADUATES, Page 5



Waukesha North  High
School was the site of this
year’s FIRST LEGO League
Wisconsin State  Champion-
ship. Team 2x4, a local FIRST
LEGO League robotics team
with students from Clinton
and Beloit as well as Loves
Park and Durand, Ill., arrived
for the day well prepared, but
down a team member due to
the flu. They were excited to
have proven themselves to be
one of the top 28 teams (out
of 400) in Wisconsin, but they
had a bigger goal.

“At the beginning of the
season we set a goal to earn
another trip to an internation-
al tournament, our fourth in a
row, which no team has done
before,” shared Evan Schnei-
der, of Clinton. The competi-
tion in Wisconsin is strong, so
everything from judging to the
way the robot performs has to
go well in order to finish at the
top of the state.

All FIRST LEGO League
teams are judged in a 30-min-
ute judging session, which in-
cludes prepared presentations
on the Innovation Project and
the Robot Design. The team
then answers a lot of questions
from the judges. While the
technical skills are important,
FLL is also about developing
confidence in young people.
Halee Williams, of Beloit,
said, “T have overcome my fear
of talking in front of judges.”

Team 2x4 took on the prob-
lem of retrieving ghost nets
from the ocean for their Inno-
vation Project. They did a lot
of research and met with many
experts throughout the year.
“Meeting with Katie McWil-
liams of GhostNetUSA.org
was a great moment,” Mason
Williams, of Beloit, shared.

The team is currently im-
proving their Ghost Grappler
prototype with the help of the
GhostNet divers and with the
hope that it could be useful to
divers in the future. Contact-
ing experts and preparing the
presentation for judging takes
a lot of work. Isaac Bently of
Loves Park commented, “I’'m
really proud of my emails, my
work on the scripts, and the
animation I did to show judg-
es how the Ghost Grappler
works.”

In Robot Design judging,
the team explained all the
physics and forces they used
to design an effective robot
that could autonomously solve
12 LEGO missions in 2 min-
utes and 30 seconds. Team
2x4 developed a quick-change
attachment system that allows

them to spend less than 2 sec-
onds changing the attachment,
allowing their robot more time
to solve missions on the board.
Their coach, Kent Walton,
challenged the team to step up
their programming by learn-
ing a new language between
sectionals and state. Tim Wal-
ton says, “I’ve learned how to
code in Python, which is good
for me to learn now because it
will open up more job opportu-
nities in the real world.”

The judges were impressed
that the entire team started
learning a new coding lan-
guage mid-season.

The robot had an up and
down day on the competition
mat. The best score they had
was 315, just short of their
season high 320, placing 11th
in that portion of the competi-
tion. The team also competed
in a fun alliance-style match,
pairing with the Webster Wol-
verines. As the alliance match-
es ended, everyone took their
places for the awards ceremo-
ny.

The team was thrilled during
the awards ceremony when
their coach, Heather Schnei-
der, was awarded one of two
Coach of the Year trophies.
Team 2x4 and her family sur-
prised her with LEGO flowers
to celebrate her seven years of
coaching. The team was even
more excited a few minutes
later when they won the first
place Core Values Award. This
award is given to a team that
does everything in the pro-
gram to a high level, and does
so well expressing the FIRST
Core Values such as team-
work, innovation, impact, and
fun.

When advancement rank-
ings were announced Team
2x4 was hopeful they would
be on the list and they were not
disappointed! They finished

Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2025

Team 2x4 makes it four victories |n a row
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ROBOTS H
WE BUILT THREE DESIGNS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Team 2x4 starts their day at the Wisconsin State Championship. From left: Mason Williams, Bethany Walton,
Isaac Bentley (in the photo belng held), Tim Walton, Evan Schneider, and Halee Wllllams

tied for fourth place. They are
now going to be Wisconsin’s
first team to ever attend the
Florida Sunshine Invitational
(FSI) in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
in late June. This tournament
will feature 96 teams from
24 different countries and 44
states. Bethany Walton, of Du-
rand, said, “I’'m excited to go
to Florida to meet new friends
from around the world.”

Team 2x4 has commenced
fundraising for their trip to
FSI. The team is looking to
raise $9,000 to cover expens-
es including registration, event
costs, transportation, and lodg-
ing during the five-day tourna-
ment. They are currently sell-
ing Decatur Dairy Cheese for
$8 per block or bag of curds.
Contact any team member
or call 608-676-7329 to or-

The referee tallies the team’s score after a robot
match. Tim (far left) and Bethany Walton (right) verify
the score at the conclusion of their robot match while
Halee Williams looks on in the background.

o Grad"ates (Continued from page 4)

Education — BSE.

Monroe

e Jake Brower graduated
Magna Cum Laude with the
following degree: Account-
ing — BBA.

* Heather Burkhalter grad-
uated with the following de-
gree: Early Childhood Edu-
cation — BSE.

* Brielle Hayden graduated
with the following degree:
Biology — BS.

» Kelli Polnow graduated
Summa Cum Laude with the
following degree: Elementa-
ry Education — BSE.

*: Madisen Van Acker
graduated with the following
degree: General Business —
BBA.

Monticello

e Laura Gillaspie graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with
the following degree: Ele-
mentary Education — BSE.

New Glarus
* Max Bourquin graduated

with the following degree:
Supply Chain Management —
BBA.

Orfordville

e Sydney Troy graduated
Cum Laude with the follow-
ing degree: Elementary Edu-
cation — BSE.

Approximately 633 stu-
dents crossed the stage to
receive their degrees at the
ceremony, held at Kachel
Fieldhouse in the Williams
Center.

The 815-member graduat-
ing class included three inter-

national students, 58 military
veterans and 138 nontradi-
tional students, defined as
undergraduate students who
are 25 years of age or older.
In addition, 80 self-identified
students with disabilities re-
ceived degrees.

A total of 47 students par-
ticipated in the university’s
Hired Before Graduation
campaign, which celebrates
students who landed a job,
earned a job promotion, were
accepted to graduate school,
or started their own business
before commencement.
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880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL = bcoins60@yahoo.com
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Team 2x4 a successful robot run. From left: Mason Williams, Tim Wallon Bethany
Walton, Coach Kent Walton, Evan Schneider, Halee Williams, Coach Heather Schnei-
der, Isaac Bentley (picture), and student mentor Kelby Schneider celebrate.

der; delivery is early March.
You can make donations to
their team through PayPal,
or checks can be mailed to
Stateline Homeschool Robot-
ics, PO Box 126, Clinton, WI
53525. Anyone donating $100
or more will have their name
printed on the team banner and
company logos can be put on
the banner (in different sizes)
for donations of $250-$1,000
or more.

About FIRST
Accomplished
Dean Kamen founded

inventor
“For

Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology”
(FIRST) in 1989 to inspire an
appreciation of science and
technology in young people.
Based in Manchester, New
Hampshire, FIRST designs
accessible, innovative pro-
grams to build self-confidence,
knowledge, and life skills
while motivating young peo-
ple to pursue opportunities in
science, technology, and engi-
neering.

With support from over 200
of the Fortune 500 companies
and more than $80 million in

college scholarships, the not-
for-profit organization hosts
the FIRST Robotics Compe-
tition for students in grades
9-12; FIRST Tech Challenge
for grades 7-12; and FIRST
LEGO League for pre-K
through eighth grade (ages
4-16; ages vary by country).
“Gracious Professionalism” is
their way of doing things that
encourages high-quality work,
emphasizes the value of oth-
ers, and respects individuals
and the community.

To learn more about FIRST,
go to www.firstinspires.org.

12’ Bomag BW135AD Roller
Bomag BW900-2 Roller

16’ Case TR310 Skid Steer

19’ Case TR340 Skid Steer
Hyundai 35z-90 Mini Excavator

Date: February 22,2025 - Time: 9:00 AM -

Indoor Contractor Consignment Auction

Location: 110 E Murray St, Browntown W| 53522

Team 2x4 started the season evaluating robot design ideas. These three proto-
types ended up turning into one highly successful robot. Front, from left: Bethany
Walton, Mason Williams, Isaac Bentley, and Evan Schneider. Back: Halee Williams and
Tim Walton.

Featuring: Contractor Equipment, Lifts, Skid Steers, Trucks, Trailers, Attachments, Shop Tools & More!
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BIDS

Brodhead School District will
receive bids via Procore for:
Albrecht Elementary School
Building Additions and Reno-
vations Bid Package #04 until
2:00 p.m. on February 27th,
2025.

1. WS #1 — Excavation, Site

Utilities, Site  Demolition,

Landscaping

2. WS #2 — Concrete

3. WS #3 — Masonry

4. WS #4 — General Trades

5. WS #5 — Aluminum Win-

dows, Doors Frames, and

Glazing

6. WS #6 — Roofing and Sheet

Metal

7. WS #7 — Plumbing

8. WS #8 — HVAC Piping and

Ventilation

9. WS #9 — HVAC Controls

10. WS #10 - Electrical

11. WS #11 - Testing and Bal-

ancing

Nexus Solutions LLC propos-
es an 8,200 square foot addition
and over 12,000 square feet of
interior renovation to Albrecht
Elementary School. The planned
addition will include space for
four classrooms. One area of
renovation will be the main of-
fice, which will be upgraded to
enhance school security. The
renovation will also include im-
provements and renovations to
the current 5k classrooms. This

THE INDEPENDENT-REGISTER
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will create additional classroom
spaces for all day 4k programs.
Existing bathrooms will be up-
dated with improved finishes,
increased efficiencies, and en-
hanced ADA accessibility. The
original windows in the current
classroom and learning spaces
will be upgraded to further en-
hance overall building efficiency.

CONTRACTOR WALK
THROUGH: Thursday Febru-
ary 13th, 2025, starting at 8:30
a.m. Meet at the main office.

Questions regarding the bid-
ding documents can be directed
to:

(o}

Kyle Robers

Nexus Solutions LLC

Phone: 262.492.3209

Email:  krobers@nexussolu
tions.com

Bids shall be submitted on
the bid form provided by the Bid
Documents. The completed bid
form shall be submitted without
alterations, additions, or era-
sures to Nexus Solutions, LLC.,
Project Manager Kyle Robers
via the Nexus Solutions project
management software Procore.
com. Each bidder will receive a
bid invitation email which pro-
vides instructions for logging on
to Procore.com and the process
for submitting secure bids.

To access the bidding docu-
ments, please email the Project
Manager, Kyle Robers and the

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Office Board Room

Monday, January 27, 2025
Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Board President Mike Krupke
at 7:00 p.m. The meeting agenda was published in the Wednesday,
January 22, 2025 edition of the Independent Register and properly
building posted on Monday, January 20, 2025.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Present: Mike Krupke, Elizabeth Kempel, Michael Oellerich, Al
Schneider, Don Buchanan, Jodi Kail, and Jenny Flory

Absent: None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Jodi Kail, to approve the
agenda.
Motion carried, 7-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

AGENDA ITEMS
CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEM

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Regular Meeting: January 08, 2025
b. Special Meeting: January 13, 2025
2. ACCEPT DONATION(S)

a. 2-$250.00 Gift Certificates to Hoesly’s Meats donated by the
Green County Beef Producers to provide to two [2] food insecure
families based on recommendations from Administration

3. RESIGNATION(S)

a. Clayton Elmer, Part-Time Middle School Night Custodian

b. Shane Miller, Middle School Track Coach

c. Rae Tompson, High School Counselor

4. EMPLOYMENT RECOMMENDATION(S)

a. Chris Hurt, High School Play Director

b. Douglas Showers, Part-Time Middle School Night Custodian

c. Karissa Wahl, Elementary School Special Education Para-
professional

5. VOLUNTEER RECOMMENDATION(S)
a. Matthew Rear, High School Softball
Motion by Jenny Flory, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to approve the
consent agenda items as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0.

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING PARAMETERS

FOR THE SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED $3,235,000

GENERAL OBLIGATION PROMISSORY NOTES ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve the
Resolution Establishing Parameters for the Sale of not to Exceed
$3,235,000 General Obligation Promissory Notes, as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0.

REFERENDUM UPDATE DISCUSSION ITEM
District Administrator Novy presented information and updates on
the upcoming Referendum.

SET OPEN ENROLLMENT SEAT LIMITS

FOR 2025-26 ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to ap-
prove closing open enrollment applications for students with IEPs in
grades 4K-12 for the 2025-26 school year as presented.

Motion carried, 7-0.

APPROVAL OF WIAA SPORTS

CO-OP RENEWALS ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Jenny Flory, to approve the
WIAA Hockey renewal for the 2025-26 and 2026-27 school years
as presented.

Motion carried, 7-0.

FUTURE AGENDA [February 12, 2025]

* Approval of the Minutes

* Approval of Bills

* Accept Donation(s)

* Resignation(s)

* Employment Recommendation(s)

* Volunteer Recommendation(s)

 Consideration to Approve Long-Term Facility Plan

* Approval of Summer School Timelines & Guidelines

» Approval of 2025-26 Master Calendar

« Consideration of Funding Source for the JV Softball Field Score-
board

» Referendum Update

ADJOURNMENT ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Michael Oellerich, to ad-
journ the meeting at 7:39 p.m.

Motion carried, 7-0.

The Independent Register
2/19/2025

WNAXLP 468162

Project Coordinator Kathy Slater
at kslater@NexusSolutions.com.
Nexus Solutions looks for-
ward to the opportunity to work
with your project team in our new
bidding process.
The Independent Register
2/5,2/12, 219, & 2/26/2025
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT
TO REISSUE A WISCONSIN
POLLUTANT DISCHARGE
ELIMINATION SYSTEM (WP-
DES) PERMIT No. WI-0053902-
09-0

Permittee: DECATUR CHEESE
COOPERATIVE, W1668 Hwy F,
Brodhead, WI, 53520

Facility Where Discharge Oc-
curs: Decatur Cheese Coopera-
tive, SEC 29 T2N ROE

Receiving Water And Location:
Groundwaters of the Lower Sug-
ar River Watershed (SP11)

Brief Facility Description and
Summary of Proposed Chang-
es: Decatur Cheese Cooperative
produces Havarti, Lacy Swiss,
Brick, Farmer, Colby, Longhorn,
Butterkase, Queso Blanco and
Muenster cheeses. Cheesemak-
ing typically occurs 6 days/week
from raw milk delivery from the
milk cooperative’s producers.
Untreated wastewater is gen-
erated throughout the cheese
making process and is sent year-
round to one of three sprayfields
(Field B, D and E). The sprayfield
utilizes a single spraygun that is
moved multiple times per day. In
2023, Decatur sent approximate-
ly 2.14 MG of wastewater to their
sprayfields. The sprayfield is sur-
rounded by a groundwater mon-
itoring system consisting of six
groundwater monitoring wells.

» The monitoring frequency
for total phosphorus and BODS
were changed from quarterly to
monthly at Sample Point 101.

* The annual chloride loading
rate has been added as a mon-
itoring requirement for Outfalls
004 and 006.

» The annual nitrogen loading
rate for Outfall 006 has been re-
duced from 600 Ibs/ac/yr to 300
Ibs/aclyr.

» The ACL for chloride was re-
placed by the NR 140 Ground-

water Quality Standard Prevent
Action Limit and Enforcement
Standard for the groundwater
monitoring system.

* The ACL for nitrite+nitrate
was updated for the groundwater
monitoring system.

* The indicator parameter PALs
for organic nitrogen, total dis-
solved solids, COD and pH were
updated for the groundwater
monitoring system.

« Total Dissolved Phosphorus,
Dissolved Oxygen and Specific
Conductance Field were added
to the monitoring requirements
for the groundwater monitoring
system.

« Total Phosphorus, Water Ex-
tractable Phosphorus and Total
Recoverable Potassium were
added to the monitoring require-
ments for Outfall 003.

Permit Drafter's Name, Ad-
dress, Phone and Email: Zach-
ary Watson, 1500 N Johns St,
Dodgeville, WI, 53533, 608-
910-2822, zachary.watson@wis-
consin.gov

Basin Engineer's Name, Ad-
dress, Phone and Email: Zacha-
ry Watson, 1500 N Johns Street,
Dodgeville, WI 53533, 608-910-
2822, zachary.watson@wiscon-
sin.gov

The Department has tentatively
decided that the above-specified
WPDES permit should be reis-
sued.

Persons wishing to comment
on or object to the proposed
permit action, or to request a
public hearing, may write to the
Department of Natural Resourc-
es at the above-named permit
drafter’s address. All comments
or suggestions received no later
than 30 days after the publica-
tion date of this public notice will
be considered along with other
information on file in making a
final decision regarding the per-
mit. Anyone providing comments
in response to this public notice
will receive a notification of the
Department’s final decision when
the permit is issued. Where des-
ignated as a reviewable surface
water discharge permit, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy is allowed up to 90 days to
submit comments or objections
regarding this permit determina-
tion. If no comments are received
on the proposed permit from any-
one, including U.S. EPA, the per-
mit will be issued as proposed.

The Department may schedule a
public informational hearing if re-
quested by any person and shall
schedule a public informational
hearing if a petition requesting
a hearing is received from 5 or
more persons or if response to
this notice indicates significant
public interest pursuant to s.
283.49, Wis. Stats. Requests
for a public informational hear-
ing shall state the following: the
name and address of the per-
son(s) requesting the hearing;
the interest in the proposed per-
mit of the person(s) requesting
the hearing; the reasons for the
request; and the issues proposed
to be considered at the hearing.

Information on file for this permit
action, including the draft permit,
fact sheet and permit application,
may be inspected and copied
at either the above-named per-
mit drafter's office or the above
named basin engineer’s office,
Monday through Friday (except
holidays), between 9:00 a.m.
and 3:30 p.m. Please call the
permit drafter or basin engineer
for directions to their office loca-
tion, if necessary. Information on
this permit action may also be
obtained by calling the permit
drafter at 608-910-2822 or by
writing to the Department. Rea-
sonable costs (15 cents per page
for copies and 7 cents per page
for scanning) will be charged for
information in the file other than
the public notice, permit and fact
sheet. Permit information is also
available on the internet at: http://
dnr.wi.gov/topic/wastewater/
PublicNotices.html. Pursuant to
the Americans with Disabilities
Act, reasonable accommodation,
including the provision of infor-
mational material in an alterna-
tive format, will be made to quali-
fied individuals upon request.

NAME OF PUBLISHING
NEWSPAPER:

The Independent-Register
ADDRESS OF PUBLISHING
NEWSPAPER:

917 W. Exchange St.,
Brodhead, WI 53520

Date Notice Issued:
Wednesday, February 19, 2025

The Independent Register
2/19/2025
WNAXLP 468001

TOWN OF SPRING
VALLEY

Planning & Zoning Committee
Meeting
Monday February 24th, 2025

NOTICE OF PUBLLIC HEARING
AND JOINT REVIEW BOARD MEETING
CITY OF BRODHEAD, WISCONSIN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Brodhead will hold a Joint Review Board meeting on March

3, 2025 at 4:00 PM.

The meeting will be held at the Brodhead City Hall, located at 1111 W 2nd Ave. and virtually at https:/
meet.goto.com/734839093. You can also dial in using your phone. Access Code: 734-839-093 United

States: +1 (408) 650-3123

The purpose of the meeting is to organize the Joint Review Board for consideration of the City’s propos-
al to create Tax Incremental District No. 9.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Plan Commission of the City of Brodhead will hold a public hear-

ing on March 3, 2025 at 5:30 PM.

The meeting will be held at the Brodhead City Hall, located at 1111 W 2nd Ave and virtually at https:/
meet.goto.com/162224517. You can also dial in using your phone. Access Code: 162-224-517 United

States: +1 (224) 501-3412

The hearing will be held
to provide the public a
reasonable opportunity to
comment on the proposed
creation of Tax Incremental
District No. 9, its proposed
boundaries, and its pro-
posed Project Plan.

The District's proposed
boundary is identified on the
map included in this Notice.

Based on the existing con-
dition and planned use of
properties within the pro-
posed District boundary the
City expects to designate
the District as suitable for
mixed use development.

Projects to be undertak-
en within the District and
costs to be incurred (Project
Costs) will be for the pur-

pose of promoting mixed use development and may include acquisition of property, rights of way or
easements, site preparation, installation of utilities and streets, payment of cash grants as development
incentives to owners, lessees, or developers of land located within the District, professional services
and organizational costs, administrative costs, financing costs and other costs as may be necessary to
implement the District’s Project Plan.

All interested parties will be given a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed creation of the
District, its proposed boundaries, and its proposed Project Plan. A copy of the proposed District Project
Plan, including a description of the proposed boundaries, is available for public inspection and will be
provided on request during normal business hours at the office of the City Clerk at the Brodhead City
Hall, located at 1111 W 2nd Ave. This information can also be viewed on the City’s website at https://
cms2.revize.com/revize/brodheadwi/agendas_minutes/joint_review_board_(tif_review).php

The Independent Register
2/12, 2/19/2025
WNAXLP

By Order of the City of Brodhead, Wisconsin
Published February 12, 2025 & February 19, 2025

467730

At the Orfordville Fire Station
173 North Wright Street, Or-
fordville, WI
6:00 PM

Agenda:

1. Call to Order

2. Reading and approval of
minutes

3. Old business:

4. New Business:

5. Building Permits:

6. Audience communication:

7. Adjournment

Chris Duemler
Chairman

The Independent Register
2/19/2025
WNAXLP 468161

AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL
DISTRICT
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING

Wednesday, February 26, 2025
DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD
ROOM
2501 West 5th Avenue,
Brodhead, WI
7:00 P.M.

This meeting is a meeting of the
Board of Education in public for
the purpose of conducting
the School District’s business
and is not to be considered a
public community meeting.
There is a time for public
participation during the meeting
as indicated in the Agenda.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/
oiv-jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:
+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

|. CALL TO ORDER

Il. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Ill. ROLL CALL

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

AGENDA
VI. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
2. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
3. RESIGNATION(S)
4. EMPLOYMENT RECOM-
MENDATION(S)
5. VOLUNTEER RECOM-
MENDATION(S)

VII. CONSIDERATION OF PE-
TITION TO REVISE DISTRICT
BOUNDARIES

VIIl. APPROVAL OF DISTRICT
ABATEMENT BID PACKAGE

IX. APPROVAL OF LONG
TERM FACILITIES PLAN

X. REFERENDUM UPDATE

XI. REPORT ON BOND SALE
APPROVAL OF BUILDING AND
GROUNDS CREW PROJECT
RECOMMENDATIONS

XIl. FUTURE AGENDA

XIll. ROLL CALL VOTE TO
CONVENE IN CLOSED SES-
SION PURSUANT TO WI. STS.
19.85, (1)(c)(f)

a. Select Scholarship Recip-
ient

b. Staffing Considerations

XIV.ACTION ON CLOSED
SESSION ITEMS

XV. ADJOURNMENT

Persons needing special
accommodations should call
(608) 897-2141 at least twenty-
four [24] hours prior to the
meeting.

The Independent Register
2/19/2025
468164

WNAXLP
NOTICE OF HEARING

PETITION TO ALTER SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

Date: February 26, 2025
To: Brodhead School District
school district of proposed
aftachment
From: Juda School District
school district of proposed
detachment
Subject: School Board Public
Hearing

Pursuant to Ch. 117, Wis. Stats.,
the School Board of the Brod-
head School District has set Feb-
ruary 26, 2025, at 7:00 for the
public hearing on the petition of
Hickory and Erin Daniels

to detach property from the Juda
School District and to attach it
to the Brodhead School District.
Mike Krupke has been designat-
ed to serve as chairperson of the
hearing.

Michael Oellerich, Clerk
Brodhead School District
The Independent Register
2/19/2025

WNAXLP 468163
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services offered

help wanted  business transportation: for

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-
Time  Advertising Sales  Executive.
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and
niche publications throughout the stateline.
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making
your paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

444841

service

Home
Improvement

JACK OF ALL TRADES.US
Snow removal, sidewalks, drive-
ways, ice dams, roof snow rak-
ing - 15 miles from Brodhead.
Handyman anywhere. 608-897-
2410

Misc Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the
same reliable, nationwide cover-
age as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and

Automobiles

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS
BROUGHAM Mint condition.
$7,000, OBO. Call 262-379-4161.

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K
miles, new tires, new brakes,
mechanically sound throughout,
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium
sound system and ice-cold A/C
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint
condition. Mechanically sound.
$6,000. OBO Call 262-379-4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED
Mechanically sound with docu-
ments. No rust. 141,000 miles,
$6,000. Call 262-379-4161.

Sports/Classic
Cars

sale

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750.
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers

UTILITY TRAILER With tool box
and ramps. High speed tires.
$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call 1-833-
518-2155

Campers and RVs

DATA ENTRY CLERK

This individual will be inputting information from a variety of
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical
functions in our Creative Department. The 25-30 hour/week
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry
Clerk applicant will possess the following:

¢ High school diploma or equivalent

« Data entry experience

* Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation

* Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline

* Good communication skills

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus
Daytime hours (M, T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends
Please send a resume, questions or to request
an interview time to Heidi Schulz at:
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com
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GRAPHIG
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of
weekly newspapers and shoppers has
caused the need for an additional graphic
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This

position includes ad design, including
web ads, and page design of our weekly
publications. Part or full-time position
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign
and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper
experience preferred but not required.

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.

Email resume with salary requirements to
hschulz@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Don’t wait! Call today to
place your classified ads

with the Rock Valley
Publishing newspapers.
Call 608-897-2193.

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-888-355-6955 today to sched-

ule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Tree Service

HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed
and insured, aerial bucket and
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency
service. 608-879-9014

real estate

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. Familial
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

The Wheel Deal

Place your car, truck, motorcycle,
boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1 Q95

15t three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!
(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.
Deadlines vary. &=

Call
815-877-4044

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Sell Your

Home? Misc. For Sale
1 DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
Cal boat, RV andsmore to suppé)rt
our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
608-897-2193 FREE vehicle pickup and receive

: a top tax deduction! Call Veteran
for details 9 Car Donations at 1-888-425-
onplacinganad § 2108today!

Don’t wait!
Call today to place your classified
ads with the Rock Valley Publishing
newspapers. Call 608-897-2193.

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER AT

%) No Charge!

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,
917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

LAds\’rfﬁfhot b@?\fclc'gp'tedIWit_hbutl t)hi;ff:(jilbif,_iing' if]fofmétibhfI'QBIy_ohéfffee ad 'pélrrn’fg"ﬂtliﬂ
YOUR NAME PHONE
ADDRESS

332503
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\Women voters hold local

Y Uomen §
RO

PHOTOS SUBMITTED Rock Valley Publishing

On Jan. 9, the Whitewater League of Women Voters held a Whitewater State of the
Community event, where attendees heard from government, school, and university
officials about the accomplishments and focus of the community. Whitewater City
Manager John Weidl, Whitewater Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Caro-
line Pate-Hefty, and UW-Whitewater Chancellor Dr. Corey King were in attendance.

{

On Jan. 11, the Beloit League of Women Voters held a meeting at which they
heard from Kole Torres, DEI Manager for the LWV of Wisconsin, and Vanessa Beck-
ham, Rock County Equity and Engagement Strategist.

UWW Symphonic Wind Ensemble
to perform at Carnegie Hall in March

The University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater’s  Symphonic
Wind Ensemble is slated to
perform at Carnegie Hall, the
world-famous venue in New
York City, on Tuesday, March
11, at 8 p.m.

The following students from
the local area are part of the en-
semble:

Beloit
* Carter Ward, who is major-
ing in Music and plays for the

group.
Edgerton

* Hailey Baumann, who is
majoring in Music and plays
for the group.

Janesville

* David Aguilar Hernandez,
who is majoring in Music and
plays for the group.

* Ryan Cleaver, who is ma-
joring in Music and plays for
the group.

e Dawson France, who is ma-
joring in Music and plays for
the group.

* Abigail Young, who is ma-
joring in Music and plays for
the group.

The concert is part of the
2025 New York Wind Band
Festival, presented by World
Projects Corporation. Other
groups of musicians scheduled
to perform include the Las Ve-

gas Academy of the Arts String
Orchestra and the Santa Rosa
High School Symphonic Band.

The Symphonic Wind En-
semble previously played at
Carnegie Hall in 2013 and
2020.

The group is raising funds
to cover costs associated with
travel. Donations can be made
online.

The ensemble, under the di-
rection of longtime professor of
music Glenn Hayes, is a select
wind band performing a variety
of concert band repertoire. All
students are required to audi-
tion for the group.

Students at the University
of Wisconsin-Whitewater have

performed at other famous
venues around the world. The
Warhawk Marching Band, also
directed by Hayes, has per-
formed 12 times at Lambeau
Field — most recently in 2023.
The Symphonic Wind Ensem-
ble played at the Symphony
Center for the 2014 Chicago
International Music Festival.
UW-Whitewater groups have
also performed at venues in
Germany, Poland, and England.
Tickets are available for pur-
chase at carnegiehall.org.
UW-Whitewater’s  Depart-
ment of Music is housed in the
College of Arts and Commu-
nication. To learn more, visit
uww.edu/music.

UWW students part of university production

A total of 39 students at
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater are part of
the university’s production of
“The Maid Turned Mistress/
Dido and Aeneas,” which is
scheduled to be performed
starting Friday, Feb. 21.

The following students
from your coverage area are
part of the production:

¢ Jt White, of Beloit, whose
major is Music and is a part of
Dido and Aeneas as a member
of the Cast in the role of Sor-
cerer.

e Jacquelyn Cortes, of Be-
loit, whose major is Music
and is a part of The Maid
Turned Mistress/Dido and
Aeneas as a member of the
Cast in the role of Serpina
Understudy, Third Witch, and
Second Woman Understudy.

e Cora Schutte, of Footville,
whose major is Music and is
a part of Dido and Aeneas as
a member of the Cast in the
role of Spirit and First Sailor
Understudy.

e Michael Miller, of Janes-
ville, whose major is Theatre
and is a part of Dido and Ae-
neas as a member of the Cast
in the role of Chorus and Sor-
cerer Understudy.

All performances will take
place at Barnett Theatre, lo-
cated on the UW-Whitewa-
ter campus, on the following
dates and times:

* Friday, Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m.

* Sunday, Feb. 23, 2 p.m.

e Thursday, Feb. 27, 7:30
p-m.

* Saturday, March 1, 2 p.m.

Tickets are available for
advance purchase at tickets.

uww.edu.

UW-Whitewater’s De-
partment of Theatre/Dance,
housed in the College of Arts
and Communication, offers a
hands-on approach to learn-
ing, educating students from
the front of the house to be-
hind the scenes. For more in-
formation on the university’s
theatre/dance program, visit
uww.edu/theatre.

Giovanni Battista Pergole-
si’s “The Maid Turned Mis-
tress” puts us in the life of
Uberto, an old rich bachelor
living with his servant, Serpi-
na, who has become the dic-
tator of the house. Annoyed
with Serpina, Uberto begins
to search for a suitable wom-
an to marry and finally take
revenge on Serpina’s increas-
ingly dominating character.

Follow as Serpina, eager to
become the mistress of the
house, will stop at nothing to
become Uberto’s chosen wife.
You won’t want to miss the
whirlwind of jealously, love,
and sneaky plots.

Experience the timeless tale
of love and betrayal in Henry
Purcell’s masterpiece, “Dido
and Aeneas.” Let the haunt-
ingly beautiful arias and pow-
erful choruses transport you
to the ancient world of Car-
thage. Immerse yourself in the
tragic romance of Queen Dido
and the Trojan hero Aeneas,
brought to life by a stunning
cast and mesmerizing orches-
tration. Don’t miss this unfor-
gettable evening of passion,
drama, and music that has
captivated audiences for over
three centuries.

815-877-4044
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with a DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION!

For a digital subscription with a weekly emailed link, just
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at the top of the page to choose your newspaper.

Start your electronic subscription today!
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The Independent-Register « The Clinton Topper « Scoop Today « Shopper’s Guide
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College news

Milton student of UWW
recognized at state
convention

Cassidy Laue, a Commu-
nication Sciences and Dis-
orders major from Milton,
Wis., was recognized on Feb.
6 to 7 at the 2025 Wisconsin
Speech Language Pathology
and Audiology Association
(WSHA) annual convention
in Pewaukee.

Laue won the WSHA Stu-
dent Leadership Award and
the 2025 WSHA Foundation
Nancy McKinley Scholar-
ship.

The convention is a gath-
ering of speech-language pa-
thologists, audiologists and
speech, language and hearing
scientists in Wisconsin.

A total of 11 students from
UW-Whitewater’s communi-
cation sciences and disorders
undergraduate and graduate
programs won awards and/or
presented at the convention.

Professor Lynn Gilbertson,
associate professor Michael
Hammer, and assistant pro-
fessor Cody Busch served as
mentors to the students on
their presentations.

UW-Whitewater’s  com-
munication  sciences and
disorders program, housed
in the College of Education
and Professional Studies,
includes undergraduate and
graduate programs. The de-
partment also operates the
UW-Whitewater Center for
Communicative  Disorders.
For more information, visit
uww.edu/coeps/comdis.

Local students named
to Fall 2024 Champlain
College Dean’s List

The following students
have been named to the
Champlain College Dean’s
List for achieving a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher
in the Fall 2024 semester.

¢ Quinn Moorman of Mon-
roe, Wis., majoring in Social
Work.

* Bryce Priebe of Monroe,
Wis., majoring in Business
Management.

Founded in 1878, Cham-
plain College is a small, not-
for-profit, private college in
Burlington, Vermont, with
additional campuses in Mon-
treal, Canada, and Dublin,
Ireland. Champlain offers
a residential undergraduate
experience from its beautiful
campus overlooking Lake
Champlain. Additionally,
Champlain College Online
provides an expansive port-
folio of online degrees and
certificates, reaching stu-

dents across all 50 states and
U.S. territories, while fos-
tering strategic partnerships
with forward-thinking work-
force organizations. The Col-
lege is known for its distinc-
tive and innovative approach
to career-focused education
and its Upside-Down Curric-
ulum, which helps students
be ready for work, ready for
life, and ready to make a dif-
ference. Champlain is ranked
as one of the “Best Colleges”
by U.S. News & World
Report for 2025, and was
named one of the “Best 390
Colleges” by The Princeton
Review for 2025, including
among its “Best Northeastern
colleges.” For more informa-
tion, visit www.champlain.
edu.

Janesville student
named to Salve Regina
University’s Dean’s List

Lillian Fitzgerald of Janes-
ville was named to the Dean’s
List during the Fall 2024 ac-
ademic semester at Salve Re-
gina University. To qualify
for the Dean’s List, students
must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.6 for full-
time students completing at
least 12 graded credits, or a
semester grade point average
of 3.8 for part-time students
completing at least six cred-
1ts.

Salve Regina University
is a Catholic, coeducational
institution of higher educa-
tion founded by the Sisters of
Mercy in 1947. For more than
75 years, Salve has offered
rigorous, innovative academ-
ic programming in the liberal
arts tradition that prepares
students to be global citizens
and lifelong learners. More
than 2,700 wundergraduate
and graduate students from
around the world are enrolled
at Salve in 48 undergraduate
majors, nine master’s degree
programs, combined bache-
lor’s/master’s programs, and
doctoral programs.

Every undergraduate stu-
dent engages in Salve Com-
pass, a four-year transfor-
mational program through
which they develop the ex-
perience, skills, and wisdom
required for a fulfilling ca-
reer and to make a positive
difference in the world. The
University is also home to
the Pell Center for Interna-
tional Relations and Public
Policy, a multi-disciplinary
research center focused on
the intersection of politics,
policy, and ideas. For more
information visit salve.edu.
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