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RCSO 18th Annual Awards
Ceremnny held April 9

he 18th Annual Rock
County Sheriff’s  Office
Awards Ceremony was held on
April 9 at the Dr. Daniel Hale
Williams Resource Center in
the Beckman Mill Room, lo-
cated at 1717 Center Avenue,
Janesville. This event is open
to the public. All are welcome
to attend.

This ceremony recognized
Sherift’s Office staff and a
citizen for outstanding public
safety achievements in the past
year.

Deputy of the Year:
Deputy Zachary Anacker

Zacha-
ry Anacker §
started at the
Rock Coun-
ty Sheriff’s
Office  on [
Nov. 23, B
2015, as a §
deputy sher-
iff. He previously served as a
police officer for the City of
Milton Police Department and
the City of Evansville Police
Department. He completed a
520-hour Law Enforcement
Academy at Blackhawk Tech-
nical College on Nov. 18,
2011. He worked in the Patrol
Bureau and the Special Inves-
tigations Unit before receiving
his current assignment in the
Bureau of Identification as an
Evidence Custodian in April
2023. In this capacity, he con-
ducts crime scene investiga-
tions for complicated, large, or
otherwise unusual incidents.
He acts as a trained Evidence
Technician locating, docu-
menting, collecting, process-
ing, and preserving evidence.
Deputy Anacker serves on the
Crash Reconstruction Team
and the Peer Support Team and
mentors the police cadets. He
became certified as a General
Law Enforcement Instructor
through the Wisconsin Law
Enforcement Standards Board
in 2024 and obtained part-time
employment as a Law En-
forcement Academy Instructor
at Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege. Deputy Anacker resides
in Janesville with his family.
He graduated from George
S. Parker High School and
earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Sociology from the University
of Central Florida in Orlando,
Fla.

Deputy Anacker’s super-
visor nominated him for con-
sistently exhibiting dedication
to the agency and community.
His supervisor described him
as a well-rounded deputy with
numerous areas of expertise.
While working in the Patrol
Bureau, Deputy Anacker re-

ceived a Lifesaving Award
for reviving a subject eject-
ed from a traffic crash with
chest compressions in 2018
and a Unit Citation for taking
a proactive approach towards
fraud prevention in 2021. He
earned a Commendation from
Representative Bryan Steil in
2022 for his participation in a
roundtable discussion on the
dangers of Fentanyl. He re-
ceived a second Unit Citation
in 2023 for the effectiveness
of the Special Investigations
Unit. Deputy Anacker instructs
In-Service Training as request-
ed, including drug interdiction,
investigative techniques, and
evidence practices. Deputy
Anacker participated in crime
scene investigation, evidence
collection, and evidentiary fol-
low-through efforts for several
major incidents in the recent
past. Deputy Anacker assumed
alead role in several aspects of
the Bureau of Identification’s
preparations for migrating ev-
idence and property, storage,
organization, equipment, and
operations to the new Law En-
forcement Services building.
Deputy Anacker conducted
case research to properly dis-
pose of approximately 4,000
evidence and property items
from 2023 until June 2024.
Ultimately, approximately
10,000 pieces of evidence and
property were successfully
moved to the new building.
Deputy Anacker led efforts
with the Evidence Ambassa-
dor Committee to redo the Ev-
idence Submission Handbook
for Patrol Bureau personnel.
In 2024, Deputy Anacker
provided two school presen-
tations, hosted a Drug Take
Back event, and assisted with
the donation of unclaimed
abandoned bicycles to those
in need. His supervisor praised
his commitment in respond-
ing to incidents and picking
up shifts outside of his regular
work hours. Deputy Anacker
regularly goes above-and-be-
yond the normal call-of-duty
making personal sacrifices and
continued contributions to the
agency and community.

Correctional Officer of
the Year: Correctional
Officer Lingao Khang

Lingao
Khang be-
gan employ-
ment at the
Rock Coun-
ty Sheriff’s
Office  on
May 31,
2022, as a

See AWARDS, Paye 12
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On April 10, Farmers on the Rock, UW-Extension, and local producers met at the Rock County Farm for their
early season field day. They discussed trials of hybrid rye, winter barley, and cover crops — innovations that
help protect soil and water while boosting farm productivity. Cover crops and small grains are key components
in efforts to build resilient agricultural systems that benefit both farmers and the environment.The Rock Coun-
ty Farm is on the north side of Janesville along Hwy. 14.

Phillips honored as Educator of lllﬂ Year

Greg Phillips, Dean of
Manufacturing, ~ Apprentice-
ship, Training and Technology
(MATT) at Blackhawk Techni-
cal College, was recognized as
Educator of the Year at the For-
ward Janesville Annual Lun-
cheon on April 9.

This honor, which is given
to an individual or group who
has actively encouraged part-
nerships between the business
and education communities,
comes on the heels of another
major recognition for Phillips,
who was inducted into the Wis-
consin Apprenticeship Hall of
Fame at the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Workforce Develop-
ment’s Biennial Apprenticeship
Conference held in February.

“It takes invested individuals
to build a strong community. I
thank you all for your support,
your opportunities and partner-

ships and the pnvﬂege to be in-
volved in the ongoing econom-
ic and educational development
of the Janesville community.
Without all of you, I don’t get
this award,” Phillips said at the
luncheon on April 9.

After graduating from Park-
er High School, Phillips joined
the Marine Corps, where he
trained in diesel and gasoline
engine troubleshooting and re-
pair. Afterward, he worked as a
maintenance technician at Sim-
mons Bedding Company before
transitioning into education as a
construction electrical appren-
tice instructor at Blackhawk
Technical College in 2010. In
2020, Dr. Tracy Pierner, Pres-
ident of Blackhawk, appoint-
ed Phillips as the Dean of the
MATT Division.

Throughout his career, Phil-
lips has been a key architect

of vital partnerships between
industry, community, and K-12
institutions, ensuring the align-
ment of training programs and
educational resources essential
for workforce development in
Rock and Green counties. His
work has been foundational in
creating pathways to success
for students and addressing the
ongoing needs of employers in
the region.

Phillips, who plans to retire
in June, was also named the
Milton Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s Educator of the Year in
March 2024.

“Greg’s dedication to work-
force education and community
partnership has been nothing
short of transformative. His im-
pact will be felt long after his
retirement, and this recognition
is a testament to his incredible
legacy,” Pierner said.

PHOTO COURTESY BLACKHAWK
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On April 9, Greg Phil-
lips was recognized as
Educator of the Year at the
Forward Janesville Annual
Luncheon. He is the Dean
of Manufacturing, Appren-
ticeship, Training and Tech-
nology (MATT) at Black-
hawk Technical College.

Propel Forward hosts first ever STEAM/Career Day

Propel Forward, a Janes-
ville-based non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to fostering
curiosity and understanding
through STEAM and aviation
education, is excited to an-
nounce the first-ever Pistons
and Props: STEAM/Career
Day, in partnership with 18
local and national organiza-
tions.

This one-of-a-kind educa-
tional event will take place
on Tuesday, April 29, at the
Southern Wisconsin Region-

al Airport and will introduce
students to real-world oppor-
tunities in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, and
mathematics (STEAM).

The event will run from
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and will
engage seventh- and eighth-
grade students in hands-on
STEAM activities and ca-
reer exploration. Students
from Aldrich Middle School,
Fruzen Middle School in Be-
loit, and St. John Vianney
School in Janesville are ex-
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pected to attend.

Students will be split into
morning and afternoon ses-
sions. Each session includes
free-choice STEAM stations
located at Revv Aviation at
4606 S. Atlantis Drive, and
career speaker rotations held

in the Conference Room of
the airport terminal at 1716
W. Airport Road. Groups will
rotate between the two activi-
ty tracks during their session
to ensure a comprehensive

See PROPEL, Page 3
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Saturday, May 3 = 4:30-7 p.m.

Boiled cod, potatoes, carrots & onions, coleslaw, roll, dessert, beverage.
Tickets available at church office Tuesday-Friday, noon-2 p.m. & from church members

$18 at the door = $16 advance ticket by Friday, May 2 = Children 9 & under $10

Takeout orders available for adult meal tickets only.

E201 23rd St., Brodhead = 608-897-2917
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News briefs

Children’s day in Juda
features crafts and more

On April 26 will be Dia del
Nifio, Children’s Day, from
noon to 3 p.m. at Juda High
School. There will be free food,
games, crafts, piflatas, face
painting, and more.

Mind Over Matter
program held in May

Half of women over age 50
experience issues with blad-
der or bowel control. These
problems can be slightly both-
ersome or totally debilitating.
For some women, the chance
of embarrassment keeps them
from enjoying many activities
and can take control of their
life.

A popular workshop in
Rock County can help. Mind
Over Matter: Healthy Bowels,
Healthy Bladder is a workshop
designed to give women the
tools they need to take con-
trol of their bladder and bowel
symptoms. The workshop pro-

vides information, group activ-
ities, and simple exercises and
dietary changes to practice at
home. The workshop consists
of three, 2-hour sessions over
the course of a month. Dedica-
tion to the series of three classes
is required. This is a workshop
for females, taught by a female
for those age 60+.

The Aging and Disabili-
ty Resource Center (ADRC)
of Rock County is offering
Mind over Matter workshops
this spring in Beloit on three
Wednesday mornings from 10
a.m. to noon on May 6, 20, and
29, and June 3, at Grinnell Hall
Senior Center, 631 Bluff Street,
Beloit. Facilitator is Sherril Gil-
bertson. Suggested donation is
$10 to cover cost of materials.

Space is limited; please reg-
ister by April 30 to reserve a
spot. Contact Health Promo-
tion Coordinator, Lisa Messer,
of the ADRC of Rock County
at: 608-757-5309 or email: lisa.
messer @co.rock.wi.us.

Village of Albany issues
dog license reminder

The Village of Albany would
like to remind residents that if
they have a dog that is at least
six months of age, they are re-
quired to get a dog license.
These licenses are good for one
calendar year and are available
for purchase at the Albany Vil-
lage Hall.

Please bring proof of the
dog’s rabies shots. Fees are $5
per license for spayed/neutered
and $10 for unaltered.

Licenses are now available
for 2025, so please stop in at
the village office from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Monday through Fri-
day. There is a limit of two dogs

per property.

Run the Rock: Lace up
for a cause on April 27

The Isaac Strong Foundation
is excited to announce the return
of Run the Rock, an annual run/
walk event to benefit local fam-
ilies in Rock County battling

cancer. The event takes place
on Sunday, April 27, 7 am.,
starting from Downtown Janes-
ville’s Festival Street.

Hosted by Velocity Multi-
Sports and Cycling, this fami-
ly-friendly event offers a variety
of timed race options: Isaac’s
Super Dash; 2-mile family
walk/run; 5k, 10k, half mara-
thon and full marathon.

Participants will receive a
commemorative event shirt and
finisher medal.

Event proceeds go to the
Isaac Strong Foundation, which
provides financial and emotion-
al support to Rock County fam-
ilies facing a cancer diagnosis.

Volunteers are needed along
the race routes to cheer on par-
ticipants and help the event run
smoothly. It’s a great way to
give back and be part of some-
thing meaningful.

Sponsorship  opportunities
are available. Local businesses
can show their support and gain
exposure by getting their logo
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featured on event shirts, sig-
nage, and the race website.

Visit online at runsignup.
com/Race/W1/Janesville/Run-
theRockJanesville to learn more
and sign up.

Upcoming events in
Footville in April, May

Upcoming events in Foot-
ville include the Village Rum-
mage Sales on April 25 to 26,
the Footville Fire and EMS
Pancake Breakfast on April 26
from 6:30 to 11 a.m., Electron-
ics Recycling on May 3 and 4,
and the Footville Community
Park Fundraiser on May 3 and
4.

Falls prevention
program at ADRC

The ADRC of Rock County/
Aging Unit, in partnership with
Mercy Health System, SSM
Health and the ADRC of Green
County, is pleased to offer
Stepping On, a falls prevention
workshop for adults ages 60+.

Stepping On is a seven-week
series. In Stepping On work-
shops, attendees will learn
how to build and maintain the
physical strength and balance
they need to walk confidently.
From footwear to prescriptions,
they’ll learn what increases risk
of a fall, how to avoid it, and
make an individualized action
plan to stay on one’s feet and
live life the way one wants. Two
separate workshop series will be
held this spring:

* Brodhead location: Brod-
head Public Library, 1207 25th
St., Brodhead. Wednesdays,
April 23 to June 4. Time: 1 to 3
p-m. Register by April 11. Green
County residents call: 608-328-
9499. Rock County residents
call 608-757-5309.

e Janesville location: Mercy-
health Mall, 1010 N. Washing-
ton Street, Janesville. Wednes-
days, April 30 to June 11, 2025.
Time: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Register
by April 18. Call 608-757-5309.

A suggested donation of $15
is asked to cover the cost of class
materials. Space is limited to 14
participants. Advanced registra-
tion is required to reserve a seat.

For questions, or to register,
call the Health Promotion Co-
ordinator for ADRC of Rock
County/Aging Unit at: 608-757-
5309 or email: Lisa.messer@
co.rock.wi.us.

Plant sale back at Rotary
Botanical Gardens

Rotary Botanical Gardens
invites the community to bring
the beauty of the Gardens home
at the Annual Spring Plant Sale,
happening May 1 to 3. This
highly anticipated sale offers
a wide selection of high-qual-
ity plants, including heirloom
vegetables, unique tomato and
pepper varieties, herbs, peren-
nials, woody plants, bagged
mushroom compost, obelisks,
and more.

On Thursday, May 1, the
event is for members only and
will be held from 4 to p.m.
Non-members can come on Fri-
day, May 2, and Saturday, May
3, from 9 am. to 5 p.m.

For more information on the
Spring Plant Sale or to become
a member, visit rotarybotanical-
gardens.org.

Popular tours back at
local botanical gardens

Rotary Botanical Gardens is
delighted to announce the re-
turn of its popular “What’s in
Bloom” Tours for the 2025 sea-
son. Led by Michael Jesiolows-
ki, Director of Horticulture,
these exclusive guided walks
offer visitors an opportunity to
experience the ever-changing
floral displays throughout the
growing season.

Each month, attendees will
embark on a one-hour tour
through the Gardens, explor-
ing seasonal highlights, hidden

gems, and the unique plant
varieties that make Rotary Bo-
tanical Gardens an award-win-
ning destination. Michael will
provide expert insights, answer
plant-related  questions, and
offer inspiration for home gar-
deners looking to cultivate their
own stunning landscapes.

The 2025 tour dates are: May
21, June 18, July 23, Aug. 20,
and Sept. 17, from 10 to 11 a.m.
The location is the Rotary Bo-
tanical Gardens, 1455 Palmer
Drive, Janesville.

Admission and registration is
free for Rotary Botanical Gar-
dens members, so please bring
a membership card. It is $10 for
non-members. Space is limited,
and advance registration is re-
quired.

For more information and to
register, visit rotarybotanical-
gardens.org/events.

Walk for MS event on
May 18 in Janesville

The Walk for MS will be
held on Sunday, May 18. The
site will open at 9 a.m., with
the ceremony held at 9:50 a.m.,
and then the walk kickoff time
will be at 10 a.m. The event will
talk place at Palmer Park, 2105
Palmer Drive, in Janesville.
There will be an after party at
Sidelines Pub and Grill immedi-
ately following.

Healthy living series is
focused on wellness

Rotary Botanical Gardens in-
vites the community to embrace
a healthier, more balanced life-
style through its new Healthy
Living Series, launching this
spring. This engaging lineup of
demonstrations and discussions
offers practical, accessible tips
to support physical, mental, and
emotional well-being.

From kombucha brewing and
natural food swaps to meal plan-
ning and juice blending, this se-
ries delivers hands-on guidance
and expert insights from local
wellness leaders who are pas-
sionate about helping others live
well — on any budget or sched-
ule.

All programs are held at Ro-
tary Botanical Gardens at 1455
Palmer Drive in Janesville.
Each session is from 6 to 7:30
p.m.
* May 13 — Holistic Healing
and Self Care Presented by Sue
Schumacher owner of Beyond
Salt Spa, Lynette Rodriquez,
owner of Skinpeccable Bou-
tique and Nicole Tietz, owner of
North Star Massage and Essen-
tials

* June 3 — DIY Kombucha
Healthy Living Demo Present-
ed by Katie Kuznacic, aka The
Booch Witch Discover how to
make your own kombucha at
home, learn about its benefits,
and taste test creative flavor
combos.

e July 8 — Budget-Friendly
Natural Food Swaps Presented
by Amber Glass, Management
Team at Basics Cooperative
Learn how to make smart, sim-
ple food swaps that are health-
ier, affordable, and easy to im-
plement.

* Aug. 5 — Meal Planning
Made Easy Presented by Sarah
Hotchkiss, Catalyst Wellness
Coaching Get tips and templates
to simplify your weekly meals,
save time, reduce stress, and eat
well with intention.

* Sept. 9 — Explore the Bene-
fits: Drink Your Fruits and Veg-
gies With Us Presented by Sar-
ah Bruhn, Owner of Janesville
Juice Bar Discover the power
of fresh juice, smoothie-making
basics, and ways to get more nu-
trients in every sip.

Registration cost is $10 for
RBG members and $15 for
non-members. No advance
registration is required. Seating
is first-come, first-served. For
more details, visit rotarybotani-
calgardens.org.



Botanical gardens announces
Art in the Garden workshop

Rotary Botanical Gardens
invites the community to
explore their creativity sur-
rounded by nature’s beauty
during the 2025 Art in the
Garden workshop  series.
Running from April through
October, this hands-on series
offers a wide variety of art
experiences designed for all
skill levels, from beginners to
seasoned artists.

Set against the vibrant back-
drop of the Gardens, partici-
pants will enjoy workshops in
photography, painting, water-
color, journaling, and more,
all led by talented local artists
and educators. Each session
provides a unique opportunity
to express yourself, connect
with others, and find inspira-
tion in the natural world.

Schedule and details

e April 29, 1 to 3 p.m. —
Signs of the Sunflower by
presenter Claudine Manor
— Create a heartfelt sunflow-
er-themed sign in this reflec-
tive make-and-take session
celebrating strength, joy, and
renewal through creativity.

e May 22, 10:30 a.m. to
noon — View the Garden
Through a Photographer’s
Eye by presenter Cindy Von-
dran — Join award-winning
photographer Cindy Vondran
to enhance your garden pho-
tography skills while learn-

ing to see beauty in new and
unexpected ways. All camera
types welcome.

e July 31, 4 to 7 p.m. —
Flower Photography Using
Your Cell Phone by presenter
Marsha Mood — Capture the
beauty of blooming gardens
with just your smartphone.
Learn tips on composition
and perspective, then practice
your skills in the Gardens.

* Aug. 17, 9:30 to 11:30
am. — Floral Impressions:
Outdoor Painting in the Gar-
den by presenter Lizzie Menz
— Let the brilliant hues of
flowers and foliage inspire
you as you paint en plein air
and celebrate the joyful ener-
gy of nature through color.

e Aug. 21, 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. — Watercolor for Begin-
ners and Beyond by present-
er Rita Carpenter — Explore
expressive watercolor tech-
niques using vibrant liquid
paints. Perfect for beginners
and returning artists alike. All
materials provided.

* Oct. 5,1 to 3 pm. —
Leaves of Expression: Nature
Journaling by presenter Lizzie
Menz — Celebrate the vibrant
colors of fall through creative
journaling and artful reflec-
tion in this outdoor seasonal
workshop.

Additional artists featured
in the 2025 series include:

* Nancy McKinnon — Pour

College news

Janesville student part
of UWW production of
Jean Paul Sartre play
Michael Miller from
Janesville, who is studying
Theatre at the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater,  is
part of the university’s pro-
duction of “No Exit” by Jean
Paul Sartre, adapted from
the French by Paul Bowles.
Miller is a member of
the cast serving in the role
of bellboy. Performances
of “No Exit,” directed by
Robyn Accetta, will run
April 25 to 27 and May 1
to 3 at Hicklin Studio The-
atre in UW-Whitewater’s
Greenhill Center of the Arts.
Tickets for the April 26 per-
formance are currently half
price and include free access
to a special talkback session

featuring an interdisciplin-
ary panel of faculty experts
immediately following the
performance.

Tickets are on sale for the
performances and can be
purchased in person at the
Greenhill Center of the Arts,
online at tickets.uww.edu or
by calling 262-472-2222.
There is a $2 surcharge for
tickets purchased at the door
at the time of the event. The
Hicklin Studio Theatre is lo-
cated in the Greenhill Center
of the Arts at 950 W. Main
St., Whitewater. For addi-
tional information about the
UW-Whitewater Department
of Theatre/Dance visit uww.
edu/theatre.

About “No Exit”: Cra-
deau, Inez, and Estelle are
sent to Hell but it is not

o P’Op&l (Continued from front page)

learning experience.
Participating organi-
zations  include:  Propel
Forward, Corporate Con-
tractors Inc. (CCI), Black
Hawk Technical College,
Kelch Aviation Museum,
Commemorative Air Force,
American Institute of Aero-
nautics and Astronautics
(AIAA), The Ninety-Nines
(International Organization
of Women Pilots), Women
in  Aviation/NASA, Civil
Air Patrol, Students in Avi-
ation, Hendricks CareerTek,
Southern Wisconsin Region-
al Airport Management, UW
Med Flight, the Airport Tow-
er Management team, Black-
hawk Aircraft Maintenance,
Helicopter Specialties, and
Superior Jets. These partners
will provide interactive ex-
hibits and guidance designed
to spark interest in aviation,
mechanics, healthcare, pub-
lic service, and more.
Funding and support for
this event are made possible
through Propel Forward and
the Pistons and Props title
sponsor, Corporate Con-
tractors Inc. (CCI). CCI is

a leading general contract-
ing firm based in southern
Wisconsin, known for its
excellence in commercial
and industrial construction,
renovation, and design-build
services. With a demonstrat-
ed commitment to giving
back, CCI is an ideal partner
in promoting education and
community development.
This inaugural STEAM/
Career Day builds on the
success of past educational
efforts. In 2024, more than
500 children engaged with
the educational area at the
Pistons and Props Fami-
ly Day event. This year’s
STEAM Day and upcoming
July 19 Family Day will
continue to expand those ex-
periences for youth in the re-
gion. Media representatives
are invited and encouraged
to attend the STEAM/Career
Day on April 29 to expe-
rience and cover the inter-
active, hands-on activities.
For more information about
the event or to schedule in-
terviews, please get in touch
with Josh Gowey at admin@
pistonsprops.com.

and Paint Workshops

e Kelly Hausknecht -
Multi-medium Art and Well-
ness Sessions

Admission, registration

* Times vary by workshop

* Registration required for
each session

* Materials are included un-
less otherwise noted -

e Prices vary by workshop;
details online at www.rotary-
botanicalgardens.org

» All workshops take place
at Rotary Botanical Gardens,
1455 Palmer Drive, Janesville

Whether you’re looking to
try something new or recon-
nect with your artistic side,
Art in the Garden offers a
welcoming space to create, re-
lax, and be inspired by nature.

For more details, visit rota-
rybotanicalgardens.org

Rotary Botanical Gardens
is a 20-acre non-profit bo-
tanical garden featuring 20
unique garden styles and over
4,000 plant varieties. Locat-
ed in Janesville, the Gardens
provide a serene and inspir-
ing space for visitors to con-
nect with nature, engage in
educational programs, and
support conservation efforts.
The Gardens rely on commu-
nity support, donations, and
events like this to continue
their mission of horticultural
excellence.

what they expect. Instead of
torture devices and punish-
ment, they find themselves
stuck together in a plain
room, none of them want-
ing to admit their reason
for damnation. Sartre’s play
explores a unique depiction
of hell where the real torture
is other people, from whom
they cannot escape. This ad-
venture tells of three souls
as they discover each other’s
crimes and their eternal des-
tiny in hell. Note: This play
contains themes that might
not be suitable for a younger
audience. “No Exit” is pre-
sented by arrangement with
Concord Theatricals on be-
half of Samuel French, Inc.

Beloit student earns
state award for
excellence in Chinese

Brooke Taylor, a Psychol-
ogy major at the University
of  Wisconsin-Whitewater
from Beloit, was recog-
nized by an organization in
Wisconsin for hard work in
studying Chinese.

Students were honored by
the Wisconsin Association of
Chinese Language Teachers
(WACLT) with the Excel-
lence in Chinese Learning
Award for their outstanding
participation and commit-
ment and dedication to Chi-
nese language learning.

Taylor earned the award
for work in Beginning Chi-
nese.

UW-Whitewater’s Depart-
ment of World Languages
and Cultures encourages
students to develop diverse
perspectives, civic responsi-
bility and engagement, and
personal and professional
integrity while preparing for
careers and lifelong learn-
ing.

The university’s two-
year Chinese language pro-
gram offers comprehensive
training in Mandarin Chi-
nese-putonghua — common
speech, as it is called in
mainland China — or guoyu
— national speech, as it is
called in Taiwan.
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It was worm weather and puddles during preschool story time at Albert-
son Memorial Library last week. There were plenty of worms made using tis-
sue-wrapped straws, markers, and water. Add a drop of water and the worms
wiggle like they’re alive. The puddles came out again and everyone had a grand
time jumping in them. Even the youngest had fun sitting in the puddles. Finally,
oil pastels and blue watercolor paints make pretty good pictures of rain and
clouds. At the end of the hour, there’s plenty of fun at the train table and coloring

Police news

Name released in motor
vehicle accident death

The Rock County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Department
is releasing the name of the
individual that died follow-
ing a motor vehicle crash on
April 15. The crash occurred
near the 5,000 block of North
Newville Road, in the Town
of Janesville, and was report-
ed to authorities at or about
10:57 p.m.

The individual can be iden-
tified as: Levi C. Brown, 30,
of Janesville.

Mr. Brown was pro-
nounced deceased at the
scene on April 16. A forensic
examination was completed
on April 18. Preliminary re-

sults of the examination con-
firm that Mr. Brown died as a
result of injuries sustained in
the crash. Additional testing
is underway at this time.
This incident remains un-
der investigation by the Rock
County Sheriff’s Office and
the Rock County Medical
Examiner’s Department.

Avon motor vehicle
crash name released

The Rock County Medical
Examiner’s Department is
releasing the name of the in-
dividual that died following a
motor vehicle crash on April
10. The crash occurred near
West Skinner Road and South
Moraity Road, in the Town of

Avon, and was reported to au-
thorities at or about 7:12 p.m.

The individual can be iden-
tified as: Madalyn M. Samo-
nig, 26, of Orfordville.

Ms. Samonig was pro-
nounced deceased at the
scene on April 10. A forensic
examination was complet-
ed on April 11. Preliminary
results of the examination
confirm that Ms. Samonig
died as a result of injuries
sustained in the crash. Addi-
tional testing is underway at
this time.

This incident remains un-
der investigation by the Rock
County Sheriff’s Office and
the Rock County Medical
Examiner’s Department.

Botanical gardens honored with award

Rotary Botanical Gardens
has been selected to receive a
coveted 2025 Historic Preser-
vation Excellence Award from
the Wisconsin Association of
Historic Preservation Com-
missions (WAHPC).

The Gardens will be recog-
nized in the Historic Preser-
vation Commission category,
which honors commissions
that, through thoughtful proj-
ect review and oversight,
make a significant impact on
the outcome of a historic prop-
erty or preservation effort.

This prestigious recog-
nition celebrates the active
restoration of the Red Japa-
nese Arch Bridge, an iconic
feature of Rotary Botanical
Gardens and a beloved sym-
bol of Janesville. Originally
constructed in 1989 using re-
purposed light poles from the
site’s former life as a sand and
gravel quarry, the bridge is a
striking example of adaptive
reuse and community vision.
Its bold red arc has become a
cultural landmark — featured
in public murals, local tour-
ism campaigns, and personal
memories and artistic works
spanning generations.

After standing gracefully
for over 35 years, the bridge
is now showing visible signs
of aging. The Gardens are pri-
oritizing its renewal not just
for safety and preservation,
but to honor the legacy and
meaning it holds for the com-
munity. This project honors
the past while safeguarding

the future. The work is a true
community effort — shared be-
tween RBG staff, volunteers,
local engineers, and generous
donors. Their contributions
span everything from structur-
al assessment and fundraising
to hands-on maintenance and
public storytelling. At every
step, this project reflects a
collective belief in preserving
beauty, history, and belonging,
ensuring the bridge continues
to welcome and inspire future
generations.

Rotary Botanical Gardens
is leading this effort with
reverence and intention. As
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit with
a 35-year legacy, RBG has
grown from a dilapidated in-
dustrial site into a nationally
celebrated botanical destina-
tion spanning 21 acres and 26
themed garden areas. Today,
it welcomes 150,000 annu-
al visitors, engages over 400
volunteers, and offers year-
round programming in youth
and adult education, wellness,
art, and environmental sus-

tainability.

“This award affirms what
we already know to be true,”
said Kelcie Baior, Director of
Development at Rotary Bo-
tanical Gardens. “The Red
Bridge is more than a struc-
ture — it’s a centerpiece of a
story. A symbol of connection,
creativity, and the incredible
things that happen when a
community comes together
around beauty — and purpose.”

Restoring the Red Japanese
Arch Bridge is not simply
about maintaining a structure
— it is about continuing to tell
a story. A story of resourceful-
ness and resilience. Of how
a forgotten space became a
sanctuary. Of how a small
Midwestern city chose — and
continues to choose — to pre-
serve a symbol of peace, re-
flection, and unity for genera-
tions to come.

The award will be officially
presented at the WAHPC An-
nual Meeting and Conference
on Thursday, April 24, in Ra-
cine.

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

DT @A Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!

10% MORE for

jewelry with this ad!

Gold « Silver ¢ Jewelry « Coins ||
Flatware * Diamonds ¢ Sterling §

BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins * World Coins * Proof Sets * Mint Sets * BU Rolls = Gold = Silver
Platinum = Dental Gold = Jewelry * Sterling Silver = Scrap Gold Bullion * Currency = Pocket Watches
Diamonds = .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry = Silverware * Foreign Exchange

81 5.547_71 1 1 \ www.GoldSilverJewelryGoin.com

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL = bcoins60@yahoo.com
M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. = Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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How to make outdoor living spaces more comfortable

Private backyards are
now go-to spaces for recre-
ation and entertainment and
great places to recharge the
body and mind.

One ripple effect of the
COVID-19 pandemic was
more time spent outdoors,
even if it was predominant-
ly on one’s own property.
OnePoll, in conjunction
with the lawn care company
TruGreen, surveyed 2,000
American homeowners and
found participants spent 14
hours outside every week
in 2021, which was three
hours more than prior to
the pandemic. In addition,
respondents admitted that
time spent outdoors was
therapeutic.

A separate survey con-
ducted for the International
Casual Furnishings Asso-
ciation found that people
now spend more time relax-
ing, gardening, exercising,
dining, and entertaining
outside than in years past.
Though COVID-19 may no
longer dominate headlines,

the desire to enjoy outdoor
spaces has not waned.

While enjoying outdoor
living areas, homeowners
can do all they can to make
these spaces comfortable
and welcoming. The fol-
lowing are some good start-
ing points.

Get all lit up

Outdoor spaces can be
enjoyed no matter the hour
when there is ample light-
ing. That could be why the
International Casual Fur-
nishings Association re-
ports those who plan to ren-
ovate their outdoor spaces
list outdoor lighting as a
priority. Outdoor lighting
not only sheds light on en-
tertaining spaces, but also
makes spaces safer and
more secure.

Increase privacy

No matter how friendly
homeowners are with their
neighbors, there comes a
time when privacy is par-
amount. Fencing, whether

NEW, CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS INSTALLED, SANDED & FINISHED
CUSTOM SANDING OF OLD FLOORS

B arilwood g looriig

Hardwood Flooring Specialists for Over 40 Years
Family Owned & Operated

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

= Real 3/4" hardwood flooring, not a thin laminate
= Custom sanding and finishing of old floors

Covering Brodhead and the surrounding areas

Call For Free Estimates at 608-558-6570,
608-558-1960 or 608-214-6570

Southern Wisconsin
Septic Service

A division of Kranig Excavating, Inc.

Septic Tanks & Holding Tanks Pumped
= Filter Cleaning

= Septic Maintenance Inspections
Fully Licensed & Insured - DNR License #2658

704 4th Street

* Albany, WI
608-862-PUMP (7867)

470684

it is wood or vinyl, or even
a natural fence made from
closely planted hedges, can
ensure residents feel com-
fortable venturing outdoors
to swim, take a cat nap or
even star gaze in private.

Address the elements

Homeowners should note
the direction their backyard
faces and the typical daily
conditions of the space. For
example, a yard that faces
southwest may get plenty
of strong sun during the
day, requiring the addition
of shade trees, covered pa-
tios or arbors to cut down
on the glare and heat. If the
yard is often hit by winds,
trees or bushes planted stra-
tegically as windbreaks can
help.

Sit comfortably

High-quality =~ comfort-
able seating increases the
liklihood that homeowners
will want to stay awhile
in their outdoor spaces. A
deep seating set complete
with plush chairs, outdoor
sofa or love seat and chaise
lounge chairs gives people
more opportunity to sit and
stay awhile.

Take a dip

A pool can be the perfect
gathering spot on a warm
day, while a spa/hot tub
can bridge the gap to cooler
weather. According to the
Family Handyman, soak-
ing in hot tubs can relax
tired muscles after a long

day, loosen up stiff joints,
improve cardiovascular
health, and reduce the time
it takes to fall asleep.

Bite back at bugs

Homeowners may want
to consider using a profes-
sional exterminator to get
rid of ticks, mosquitoes and
other nuisance insects from
outdoor spaces.

As people spend more
time enjoying their prop-
erties, they can consider
the many ways to make
outdoor living spaces more
comfortable.

(METROCREATIVE)
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Spruce up your home with plants from

Pleasant Prairie
Greenhouse

April hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Hours starting May: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

3 LOCATIONS:

608-862-1205

608-882-0501

301 E. Main St., Albany
Self-service 24/7

€€L0LY

N5391 State Hwy 104, Albany

16907 County Rd C, Evansville

www.pleasantprairiegreenhouse.com
a proud green energy greenhouse!

ANNUALS
HANGING BASKETS
PLANTERS
PERENNIALS
SEEDS

VEGGIES & HERBS
HOUSE PLANTS
TREES & SHRUBS
GARDEN DECOR
ROCK, BARK, SOIL

flo

For the highest quality auto
body repair - CALL US FIRST!

608-897-8447

BRODHEAD, WI = ACROSS FROM SUBWAY

The highest quality repair and

complete customer satisfaction!

We have the experience, skill and facilities to
return your vehicle back to showroom NEW condition!

467746
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While enjoying outdoor living areas, homeowners can do all they can to make
these spaces comfortable and welcoming.

What attracts
pests to a home?

No homeowner wants pests to invade their homes
or their yards. However, it’s easy for pests to find
their way into and around a home. In fact, certain
conditions may be inviting pests to a property.

* Garbage: Piles of garbage offer food and shelter
to pests. Removing garbage piles and cleaning up
food waste promptly can make a difference.

 Stagnant water: Mosquitoes breed in standing
water, which is water not affected by waves, current
or a filtration system. Anywhere water has pooled,
mosquitoes may be breeding.

* Moisture or standing water: Additional sources
of water and moisture may attract pests like gnats,
mosquitoes, stink bugs, and certain spiders. Damp
areas are of particular concern, especially when
combined with darkness.

 Firewood: Firewood may attract a variety of
pests, including termites and weevils. Firewood
also may contain eggs that were laid before trees
were cut down. If firewood is needed, it should be
stacked far away from a home.

* Clogged gutters: Ignoring clogged gutters
can lead to pest problems. Mice, squirrels, birds,
ants, and spiders may be attracted to damp leaves
in clogged gutters. Leaves offer shelter, nesting
material and possible food sources of insect life.

¢ Dirty dishes and indoor trash: Leaving food-
covered dishes in the sink invites pests. Leftover
food attracts cockroaches, flies, ants, and more.
Even if time is short, it’s best to wash dishes or load
them into the dishwasher. Overflowing trash also

See PESTS, Page 5
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Custom Built Vinyl Windows

Locally
Made!

608-882-2743
Where Quality Comes First!

WE NOW HAVE MANY COLOR OPTIONS

Patio Doors = Awnings = Bay Windows
Picture Windows - Slider - Casement = Double Hung

1928 N. 0ld 92 = Evansville, WI 53536
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Thiree modern Kitchen features to GOIISI(IBI'

It’s well documented that
kitchens are the most popular
rooms in many homes. Kitch-
ens are where families tend to
congregate during holiday cele-
brations, and many a child has
tackled their homework as mom
or dad prepares dinner just a few
steps away.

With so much time spent
in the kitchen, it’s no wonder
kitchen renovations are popular.
In fact, data from the National
Association of Home Build-
ers indicates kitchens are the
most popular room to remodel.
Whether homeowners are plan-
ning a full scale remodel or a
few tweaks to update the room,
the following are three popular
features of modern kitchens.

1. Kitchen island

A recent survey from the in-
terior design experts at Houzz
found that kitchen islands are
popular for a variety of rea-
sons. Fifty-eight percent of re-
spondents indicated they enjoy
eating at kitchen islands, while
49 percent reported they like is-
lands for entertaining. Forty-five

percent of respondents like so-
cializing around kitchen islands.
Islands provide a versatile func-
tionality that comes in handy
when preparing meals on typical
weeknights and when hosting
friends and family on special
occasions like the holidays and
birthdays. Islands come in a va-
riety of shapes and sizes and can
be customized to fit just about
any space. Mobile islands can be
utilized in small kitchens when
homeowners want the extra
prep space but think the kitchen
would be too cramped if a per-
manent island were added.

2. Deep sink

The popularity of farmhouse
style sinks is proof that large
and deep sinks are sought-after
among today’s homeowners.
Farmhouse sinks may be best
suited to a particular aesthet-
ic, but a 2021 study from the
National Association of Home
Builders found that side-by-side
double sinks and walk-in pan-
tries were the most popular of
30 listed kitchen features. That
study surveyed more than 3,200

recent and prospective home
buyers. Deep sinks are especial-
ly useful for people who love to
cook, making them a solid addi-
tion to any kitchen where home
chefs ply their trade most nights
of the week.

3. Storage

As the NAHB study indi-
cated, kitchen storage space
is sought after among modern
homeowners. As home cooks
expand their culinary horizons
and cook more elaborate meals,
they need extra places to store
specialty pots and pans, ingredi-
ents and other materials. Home-
owners looking to add more
storage in the kitchen can con-
sult with a local contractor about
how to create such space. A
walk-in pantry can do the trick,
but homeowners with kitchens
where space is more limited
may need to get a little more cre-
ative. Sliding-door pantries and
roll-out shelving in existing cab-
inets can add functional space in
kitchens with close quarters.

Modern kitchens are visual
marvels and highly functional

METROCREATIVE PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Whether homeowners are planning a full scale remodel or a few tweaks to update
the room, the following are three popular features of modern kitchens.

spaces. A new island, a deep
sink and some extra storage
space can help homeowners
transform their existing kitchens
into spaces that cater to their ev-
ery need.

(METROCREATIVE)

What to know about replacing gutters

Certain home renovation
projects are more glamorous
than others. A remodeled kitch-
en is sure to garner its share of
“oohs and aahs,” while a new-
ly paved driveway is much less
likely to dazzle guests.

A gutter replacement is an-
other job that might not have
the wow factor. But fully func-
tioning gutters are a must and
can help to prevent potentially
expensive roof damage. Gut-
ters rarely draw attention, but
homeowners can keep an eye
out for signs that indicate gut-
ters need to be replaced.

Signs gutters
should be replaced
Various signs indicate it’s
time to replace existing gut-
ters. Homeowners should act
promptly if any of the fol-
lowing signs arise, as poorly
functioning gutters can make
it hard for water to get into the
downspouts, ultimately push-
ing it backward and likely un-
derneath roof shingles, where
the result can be costly water

¢ Pests

(Continued from page 4)

draws pests into a home.

e Clutter: Clutter provides
hiding places for all sorts of
rodents and insects, which can
hide out in cluttered areas and
remain comfortable. Going
room to room and clearing out
extraneous items may help re-
duce pest populations. Focus
on the garage and basement,
in particular.

Pests are attracted to certain
conditions, and remedying
these issues can help reduce
pest infestations.

(METROCREATIVE)

damage.

* Peeling paint

* Cracks

* Pooling water in the gutter

* Mildew in the gutter,
which can sometimes be seen
even from the ground

* Water damage: Water dam-
age on the gutter can be limited
to certain spots and will be no-
ticeable on the underside of the
gutter

* Soffit damage

* Sagging gutters

e Detached gutters, which
can be detached from other
pieces or the house

* Rust

Who should
replace gutters?

Many home improvements
can be completed successful-
ly by skilled do-it-yourselfers,

but a gutter replacement is best
left to the professionals. Home-
owners who live in single-story
homes may be able to replace
gutters on their own, but the is-
sues that can arise when gutters
are not functioning at optimal
capacity make this a job best
suited to professionals, even in
residences without high roofs.
Some gutters may be under
a manufacturer’s warranty, so
homeowners can check to see
if their gutters qualify for a free
upgrade. Experience is one of
the best reasons to work with a
professional gutter installation
team. Experienced profession-
als can identify which gutters
are the best fit based on a host
of factors, including the pitch
of the roof, local conditions
and the size of the house. In
addition, gutter installation re-

quires the use of various tools
that many DIYers may not
have on hand, which can cut
into the cost savings of doing
the project yourself.

Homeowners also should
not underestimate the chal-
lenges of working on ladders
that are high up off the ground.
Professionals are accustomed
to such challenges, while DI-
Yers may not be comfortable
or used to climbing ladders
with materials and tools in
hand.

A gutter replacement is a
worthwhile investment that
can ensure rain water efficient-
ly and effectively runs through
gutters and away from the roof.
Leaving this task to the profes-
sionals can ensure the job is
done right.

(METROCREATIVE)
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Perennials - Bedding Plants
Vegetable Plants
Hanging Baskets

Shredded Bark

Cres

W2176 Greenbush Rd.
Brodhead, WI
006-897-4763

Open Daily
9a.m. -6 p.m.

470189
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N

Albany, Wisconsin

¢ Asphalt Paving ¢ Sealcoating ¢ Crack Filling
¢ Infra-red Asphalt Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES!! FULLY INSURED!!

%

S erving Call Today!
1-800-862-3141
Southern www.barteltpaving.com
Wisconsin

-‘E Follow us on Facebook
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BIOME

“From old home to new home, trust Tt ruHome”

Roofs =Showers
= Siding =Baths
= Windows
Monroe, WI
608.426.6767

470685

FOOTVILLE ROCK & LIME CORP
608-876-6608

e Crushed Limestone Products
o Ag Lime for Lawn and Farm Fields
» Free Stall Sand

« Fill: Dirt & Sand

14249 West Dorner Road, Brodhead W1 53520
www.footvillerocklimecorp.com

e Decorative Landscape Stone

e Mulch

470683

Now OFFERING SEAMLESS
Custom-Mape, On Site, MEeTAL
StaNDING SEAM RooFING AND
SeAmMLESS GUTTERS

7 www.sgullc.com

470687

New Glarus, WI ¢ 608-527-5699
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Prairieview Golf C

Just a chip shot south of
Rockford along beautiful
[llinois Route 2 in easy-go-
ing Byron lies a magical
golf course that plays like
the best country clubs in
the region, but costs like a
muni. Sculpted out of an an-
cient landscape once home
to majestic bison and other
denizens of the wild, this is
a big course with a big, gen-
erous heart.

Weaving its way through
remarkable tall grass prairie
and the remnants of old oak
savanna and other hardwood
stands, PrairieView is a golf
course where you can breathe,
relax and enjoy the beauty of
the natural environs remark-
ably untouched by architect

THE INDEPENDENT-REGISTER
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James Spear’s design.

As is the case with most
exceptional golf courses,
what Spear left is as import-
ant as what he added. What
he removed was minimal
— and what remains is an
amazing, naturalistic exam-
ple of God’s hand relatively
untouched by man’s: a true
rarity in the world of golf.

A mid-course pond men-
aces the right side of tricky
par four #5, feeding a nar-
row, bubbling creek that
comes into play on the long,
lazy par five #2 and the
somewhat more menacing
par five #6. The creek feeds
another, smaller pond that
comes into play for long hit-
ters on the dogleg par four

Weekdaysz $32\
Weekendsi- $40

ourse: W

#7 and gets everybody’s at-
tention on the lengthy, chal-
lenging par three #8.

In all, 63 strategically
placed sand bunkers dot the
PrairieView’s18 fascinating
holes. Home to many local,
state and regional tourna-
ments, PrairieView Golf
Club stretches from just shy
of 5,300 yards from the for-

inding through the b

ward tees to nearly 7,200
yards from the daunting tips.

Simply put, this
course has game to spare for
golfers of any level — but is
fair enough from the appro-
priate tees to make play fun
for players of all levels.

At an average of 8,000
square feet, “sprawling” ac-
curately characterizes the

6734 N German Church Road

Byron, IL

(815) 234-4653
prairieviewgolf.com

golf

eautrful praine in Byron

Penncross bent grass culti-
var greens while the tee box-
es and fairways consist of a
Penneagle/Seaside/Emerald
bent grass cultivar blend.
The primary rough is Ken-
tucky bluegrass — which you
will be happy to be in rather
than the tall grass prairie and
abundant wildflowers and
woods lining the rough on

many holes.

Immaculately maintained
by a talented GCSAA-certi-
fied superintendent and his
dedicated crew, PriairieV-
iew’s conditions easily live
up to those of the region’s
finest clubs — while surpris-
ing golfers in the pro shop

See PRAIRIEVIEW, Page 7

-

&/ TOPTRACER RANGE.

6734 N German Church Road, Byron, IL
prairiefiregolf.com | (815)234-FIRE (3473)




Silver Ridge Golf Course
in Oregon, Ill. can accom-
modate outings both big and
small. Whether its a small
outing of 12 with a few
friends or a larger fundraising
outing with 150 participants,
Silver Ridge is ready to make
your day run smoothly from
golf to dining.

Our scenic 18-hole golf
course is sure to offer plenty
of enjoyment for the casu-
al golfer but also plenty of
challenge for your more se-
rious golfers.

With two different banquet
rooms and bar area Silver
Ridge has more than enough
space to accommodate both
small and large outings com-
fortably. Let the staff at Sil-
ver Ridge handle the day so
you can relax and enjoy the
day with everyone else.

Silver Ridge features the
following amenities:

* 18 Hole Scenic Golf
Course

* Bar Area

* Beverage Cart Available

* Driving Range

* Golf Instruction

Contact Head Golf Profes-
sional Shane Stuart for indi-
vidual or group instruction
for all ages and abilities.

Pricing

* $30 - 30/40 min. Individ-
ual Adult Lesson

e $15 - 30/40 min. Junior
Golf Lesson (Under 18)

Lesson Packages Avail-
able for Multiple Lessons

Summer prices:
Prices valid for 2025 Sea-

son (May 26-Oct 8)
*Prices subject to change

Weekdays:
* 9 Holes - $15/$15
* 18 Holes - $20/$20
e Twilight Golf After 3

p.m. - $25

*Seniors take $2 Off
Green Fees
Weekends/Holidays:

* 9 Holes - $21/$15

* 18 Holes - $28/$20

¢ Twilight Golf after 1
p.m. - $30

*Seniors
Green Fees

Range Bag (Approx 50
Balls) - $7

take $2 Off

o P r a i r i e Vi e W (Continued from page 6)

with surprisingly low greens
fees.

A member club of the
Chicago District Golf Asso-
ciation and proudly enrolled
in the Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program, Prai-
rieView is home to more
than just golfers; it hosts
many species of wildlife and
bird life, as well — much to
the delight of golfers. There
are no modern day live bi-
son, however!

Just a short, pleasant drive
south from Rockford along
the meandering Rock River
and Highway 2, PrairieView
Golf Club is set on the edge
of peaceful Byron astride a
lofty hill that offers dramat-
ic elevation changes on sev-
eral holes on the challenging
back nine, including a tight
but potentially ego-pleasing
downhill tee shot on home-
ward-bound #18.

Todd Tucker, Executive
Director of Byron Forest
Preserve District, had this to
say about PrairieView Golf
Club.

“PrairieView Golf Club is
a gem. Honestly, it’s no co-
incidence the club is owned
and operated by a respected,
award-winning Forest Pre-
serve District that restores
and maintains so much land

here in Byron. First and
foremost, we are naturalists.
Our mission is to save land
for the benefit of nature it-
self and the enjoyment of
the citizens of Byron — as
well as visitors to our com-
munity. In that spirit, we de-
cided to make the best golf
course we possibly could,
while altering the landscape
as little as possible.”

“Here at PrairieView Golf
Club,” Tucker continued,
“your game will be chal-
lenged. And, all players are
amazed at the experience of
just being on this beautiful-
ly maintained property. It’s
peaceful and relaxing here
at PrairieView. It’s a won-
derful place to get away
from the daily grind.”

Tucker also addressed
the new logo change Prai-
rieView Golf Club recently
pursued.

“We were inspired to
chose the bison as our
symbol,” he said. “Why?
Because those majestic an-
imals, which can weigh a
ton, stand six feet tall and
run 35 mph were at the very
center of the biodiversity
of this region up until the
1830s. They were very com-
mon here.”

“To tell the truth, I wish

Spring/fall prices:

Prices Valid for 2025
Shoulder Seasons (Oct. 15 -
Closing Date)

*Prices subject to change

Weekdays:
* 9 Holes w/cart - $18
18 Holes w/cart - $25
* 9/18 Holes Walking - $15

Weekends:
* 9 Holes w/cart - $23
* 18 Holes w/cart - $33
* 9/18 Holes Walking - $18

Silver Ridge Golf Course
is located at 3069 North Hill
Road, Oregon, Ill. For more in-
formation, call 815-734-4440.

we could have live bison
here now,” Tucker said.
“But the bison silhouette
in our logo will have to
do. It serves as a reminder
of the true grandeur of the
land we are blessed to en-
joy here in Byron — and our
pledge to keep it as pristine
as possible. The bison is an
uniquely American animal,
a true part of the heart and
the heartland of our nation.
It is a symbol of our natu-
ral heritage: of power, speed
and biodiversity. We think
it’s the perfect icon for Prai-
rieView Golf Club.”

If you love the game
of golf and you’ve never
played PrairieView Golf
Club — treat yourself soon.
We suspect you’ll be plan-
ning your return visit before
you make the turn. And,
when you do visit PrairieV-
iew, be sure to check out the
newest addition to our fa-
cility — our incredible new
eight-bay Toptracer range:
PrairieFire Golf + Grill.
Complete with a full-ser-
vice kitchen, fireplaces,
a cozy bar and tempera-
ture-controlled hitting bays,
PrairieFire will keep your
passion for golf burning
year ‘round — winter, spring,
summer and fall.

Thank you to the local businesses

that sponsor this page and content!
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Sunset (olf: Establis
in 1937 by local leac

Sunset Golf Course, home of the
famous Lyle Towns Old Home Week 4th
of July Scramble, was founded in 1937 by
the Kable brothers and other prominent
figures in the Mount Morris township. In
1990 the course layout changed with the
addition of four holes, which now play as
#4,5,6,and 8.

The course’s most well know attraction
is the 7th hole which is a 100 yard par 3
that requires golfers to hit their shot over

elrS

a giant ravine known by locals as the Pit.
On the original course layout this played
as the final hole, but today it is the 7th.

What seems like such a simple hole
has played mind games with golfers for
years. Even the best golfers have managed
to ruin their rounds after challenging this
hole.

Sunset Golf Course is located at 216
Sunset Hill, Mt. Morris, I11. For more
information, call 815-734-4839.

SUNSET

GOLF CLUB|

PUBLIC WELCOME

SUBMITTED PHOTO Hittin’ the Links
Looking for a new challenge? Take your game to Mt. Morris’ Sunset Golf
Course.

06901

0 9 lHele Ceollf Comme OEJﬁ@
o Watesed Falpways © Snack Bar
Canlis to e Pablfie
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WEEKDAYS OR WEEKENDS:

9 Holes $26 (includes cart)
18 Holes $36 (includes cart)
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Rock Valley Publishing

Call
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o 262,128 3411

to place your ad

C
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

AD DEADLINE:

Friday
at4 pm

employment for sale

o

renlals § real estate | aulomolive
A a
.|

help wanted

DATA ENTRY CLERK

This individual will be inputting information from a variety of
sources into documents as well as performing other clerical
functions in our Creative Department. The 20-25 hour/week
flexible position is available now. The successful Data Entry
Clerk applicant will possess the following:

* High school diploma or equivalent

e Data entry experience

¢ Knowledge of correct spelling, grammar and punctuation

* Ability to be detail-oriented while working under a deadline

* Good communication skills

Knowledge of Adobe InDesign, Microsoft Word,
Excel, and/or Filemaker Pro is a plus
Daytime hours (M,T,W,F) in our Delavan office
No nights or weekends
Please send a resume, questions or to request
an interview time to David Habrat at:
dhabrat@southernlakesnewspapers.com

SOUGHERN LAKES

0629t

GRAPHIG
DESIGNER

Continued growth within our group of
weekly newspapers and shoppers has
caused the need for an additional graphic
designer at our Delavan, Wis. facility. This
position includes ad design, including
web ads, and page design of our weekly
publications. Part or full-time position
available. Proficiency in Adobe InDesign
and Photoshop necessary; prior newspaper
experience preferred but not required.

Daytime hours (M,T,W,F). No nights or weekends.

Email resume with salary requirements to
dhabrat@southernlakesnewspapers.com

real estate

Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention
to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. Familial
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

business § service

Home
Improvement

HANDYMAN-HONEY-DO-LIST
Tree/shrub trimming, Painting,
Power Washing. 608-897-2410.
JACK OF ALL TRADES.US

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed
and insured, aerial bucket and

stump removal. 24 hr. emergency
service. 608-879-9014

garage
sales

Misc Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the
same reliable, nationwide cover-
age as the largest carriers. No
long-term contract, no hidden
fees and activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited talk and

L BN

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-
Time  Advertising Sales  Executive.
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and
niche publications throughout the stateline.
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making
your paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

444841

Don’t wait! Call today to
place your classified ads

with the Rock Valley
Publishing newspapers.
Call 608-897-2193.

text, starting at just $20/month.
For more information, call 1-833-
518-2155

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warran-
ty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-888-355-6955 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

Pet Services

WHEN VETERINARY CARE is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal health-
care products for cats, dogs, &
horses. At Tractor Supply® (www.
happyjackinc.com).

TIME AGAIN!

Brodhead

W570 THERESA CT. Fri. & Sat.,
4/25-26, 7-4PM, Sun., 4/27,
7-1PM Collections: Beanie Ba-
bies, Boyds Bears, Avon, Ducks,
Jim Shore, Cherished Teddies
and Santa’s. Sewing Machine,
Dog Kennel, Holiday items and
wreaths for all seasons, outdoor
flower items, and misc. items.

Durand-Davis

DURAND GARAGE SALES
April 24th, 25th, 26th 8am. Du-
rand, IL. Pick up list of the adver-
tised sales at any sale location.

Winn-Pec

307 SHELDEN DRIVE/WIN-
NEBAGO May 2nd & 3rd, 8 -3.
Pre Moving and two people Ga-
rage Sale. Newer gas dryer, table
w chairs & hutch, 4 seat recliner
sectional,med. size freezer, MS
ME Jeans, assorted clothing,
H/H, free box.

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.
Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal

Place your car, truck, motorcycle,
boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1 995

1stthree lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each
17 Papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us

and we will renew at no additional charge!
(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

422785

services offered

forsale

Announcements

Burial Needs

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

0L % % % % &%
0‘0 £ X4 0‘0 0‘0 1 X4 0‘0

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and receive
a top tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at 1-888-425-
2108 today!

transportation

Automobiles

2012 HONDA CIVIC 5 spd man-
ual trans, A/C, Cruise, roof rack,
hitch, 125K. $6,000 OBO No
Dealers! Text to inquire 920-723-
2148.

2016 VW PASSAT SE Excel-
lent cond, inside & out, no rust,
remote start, tinted windows,
newer Michelin tires. 2nd owner.
Well maintained. Dave @ 262-
325-2457.

Boats

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP &
equip. 815-389-2480.

Campers and RVs

1962 VINTAGE SHASTA CAMP-
ER Started to restore inside for
a she shed! Removed old wood
and floor, exterior was painted
a few years ago! Can be towed
with a pickup. $1,500. OBO. Call
Pam 262-210-2222.

2002 WINNEBAGO 32’ Motor-
home, Class A. Cummins Turbo
Diesel motor with Allison trans-
mission. 2 slideouts, Onan gen-
erator. ACDC or propane refrig-
erator, 2 TV’s. Everything works.
$27K 608-345-7806

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s
5.5k Generator. $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000.
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles

1994 350 SUZUKI CLIMBER
Asking $1300. Call/text (262)
210-3147

2007 HONDA GOLD WING Per-
fect condition, black, new tires,
45K. $8,600 OBO. 262-458-7026.

Trucks & Trailers

UTILITY TRAILER With tool box
and ramps. High speed tires.
$1,500. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

0 O % o QPR /
0’0 0’0 0‘0 0‘0 000 0’0

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN 5100?

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER AT

% No Charge! i/

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,
917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

LAdsQ\'f!i‘lﬁo_l bggt}derptéd without theffollowing information: Only one free ad per rﬁ{ihtﬁﬂ

YOUR NAME

PHONE

ADDRESS

332503




PUBLIC NOTICE TO ALL CUSTOMERS OF THE
ORFORDVILLE MUNICIPAL WATER UTILITY

The Orfordville Municipal Water Utility (Utility) has filed an appli-
cation with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Commis-
sion) to change its method of cost recovery for providing public fire
protection (PFP) service. The Utility currently collects an annual
amount of $143,168 for providing PFP to the Village of Orfordville
(Village). This cost covers the additional storage, pumping, and
distribution required to provide the high flows and pressures need-
ed to fight fires. Currently, the Village collects a municipal PFP
charge of $143,168 from property taxes and pays this charge to
the Utility. The Village has requested Commission authorization to
allow $71,584 or 50.00 percent of the total PFP cost be collected
directly from water customers and the remaining $71,584 or 50.00
percent be collected as a municipal PFP charge. The resulting di-
rect charges to each water customer are based on the equivalent
meters method, in accordance with Wis. Stat. Sec. 196.03(3)(b),
which reads as follows:

196.03(3)(b). Unless the governing body of the city, village or town
adopts a resolution providing that the city, village or town will pay the
retail charges for the production, storage, transmission, sale and
delivery or furnishing of water for public fire protection purposes that
are not included in general service charges:

1. A public utility shall include the charges in the water utility bill of
each customer of the public utility in the city, village or town.

2. A municipal utility may, in addition to including the charges in
water utility bills under subd. 1., bill the charges to any person who
meets all of the following conditions:

a. The person is not a customer of the municipal utility

b. The person owns land that is located in the city, village or town
and in an area in which the municipal utility has an obligation to
provide water for public fire protection. If the person owns 2 or

more parcels that are adjacent to each other or divided only by a

roadway or brook, creek, river, or stream, the municipality may bill

the person for only one parcel.

This change in billing for PFP will allow for the collection of PFP
charges from property owners who are not subject to property tax-
es. The Utility does not intend to charge non-general service cus-
tomers as defined in subd. 2. above.

If the request is granted, the water bill for an average residential
customer with a 5/8-inch or 3/4-inch meter who uses 10,000 gallons
of water per quarter will increase from $115.20 to $139.14, or 20.78
percent, including the PFP charge.

A public hearing on the application has been scheduled for Tuesday,
April 29, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. This hearing has no physical location.
Parties and Commission staff appear by Zoom. Parties and Com-
mission staff may use the telephone connection as a backup or if
no practicable internet connection exists. Members of the public
attend by Zoom or by audio-only telephone connection.

Join Zoom over the internet at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/my/pschearings

To join Zoom telephone:
1. Dial: +1 312 626 6799
2. Enter: 809 513 2930 # (Meeting ID)

The Commission intends to livestream and record this hearing on
YouTube. To access the livestream, go to the Commission’s web-
site at http://psc.wi.gov, click the dropdown menu labeled “News &
Events”, and select item labeled “Broadcasts”.

A person may testify in this proceeding without becoming a party
and without attorney representation. A person may submit this tes-
timony in only one of the following ways:

* Web Comment. File a comment on the internet. Go to the Com-
mission’s web site at http://psc.wi.gov, click the dropdown menu la-
beled “Commission Action”. Select the item labeled “File a Public
Comment”. On the next page select the “File a comment” link that
appears for docket number 4450-PFP-100. Web comments shall
be received no later than Thursday, May 1, 2025.

* Live Comment. Make a live comment at the hearing. The ALJ
may receive live comments from any member of the public in atten-
dance after the close of any party and Commission staff testimony.
The ALJ will receive such comments by stating the name of each
member of the public connected to the hearing one at a time and
asking if they would like to comment.

e Mail Comment. Send a comment by U.S. Mail. All comments
submitted by U.S. Mail shall be received no later than Thursday,
May 1, 2025 and shall be addressed to: Attn: Docket 4450-PFP-100
Comments, Public Service Commission, P.O. Box 7854, Madison,
WI 53707-7854.

To access the documents, schedule, and other information about
this docket, go to the Commission’s web site at http://psc.wi.gov,
select the dropdown menu labeled ‘eServices”. Select the item
labeled “Docket Search (CMS)”. On the next page enter 4450-PFP-
100 in the spaces labeled “Case #’ and select “Search”.

If you have any questions, please contact the Utility at (608) 879-
2004.

The Independent Register
4/16, 4/23/2025
WNAXLP

NOTICE TO CONTROL NOXIOUS WEEDS

Notice is hereby given to each and every person who owns, oc-
cupies, or controls land in the following named towns and city,
counties of Green and Rock, State of Wisconsin, to cut or destroy
all Canada Thistle, field bindweed commonly known as “Creeping
Jenny”, and leafy spurge on all lands occupied or controlled by you
at such time and in such manner as shall effectively prevent them
from bearing seed, or spreading to adjoining property as required by
Section 66.0407 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

470461

CITY OF BRODHEAD
TOWN OF SPRING GROVE
TOWN OF AVON

TOWN OF DECATUR
TOWN OF MAGNOLIA
TOWN OF SPRING VALLEY

The Independent Register

4/23/2025
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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Office Board Room

470715

Wednesday, March 12, 2025
Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Board President Mike Krupke
at 7:00 p.m. The meeting agenda was published in the Wednesday,
March 5, 2025 edition of the Independent Register and properly
building posted on Wednesday, March 7, 2025.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Present: Mike Krupke, Elizabeth Kempel, Michael Oellerich, Al
Schneider, Jodi Kail, Jenny Flory, and Don Buchanan [virtually]
Absent: None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Jodi Kail, to amend the
Agenda to move the WEB presentation to item V. with all other items
coming thereafter.

Motion carried, 7-0.

WEB PRESENTATION — MIDDLE SCHOOL

PRESENTATION/ACTION ITEM
Fifteen [15] Middle School WEB Team Leaders, Mrs. Tresemer,
Mrs. Kammerer, and Ms. Gardipee gave a presentation on the ac-
tivities and the success of the WEB program.

INFORMATION REPORTS
The Administrative Team presented reports on their respective
buildings and departments.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No one was present to give public comment.
AGENDA ITEMS
CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEM
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
a. Regular Meeting: February 26, 2025
2. APPROVAL OF BILLS
3. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
» None at this time
4. RESIGNATION(S)
a. Terri Lenz, Early Childhood Special Education Teacher
5. EMPLOYMENT RECOMMENDATION(S)
a. Nancy Marchant, Middle School Track Coach
b. Tiffany Kramer, from both HS/ES SpEd Para to just High
School SpEd Paraprofessional
c. Karissa Wahl, increase in hours as Elementary School SpEd
Paraprofessional
6. VOLUNTEER RECOMMENDATION(S)
a. Blake Senobe, HS Baseball
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0.

APPROVAL OF ELEMENTARY BID PACKAGE ACTION ITEM
Kyle Robers, project manager from Nexus Solutions, presented the
Elementary School bid package and other alternates throughout the
District.

Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve
the Elementary School bid package, with selected alternates, as
presented.

Motion carried, 7-0.

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE

MATH CURRICULUM ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to ap-
prove the new Badger Math curriculum for the High School.

Motion carried, 7-0.

CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE AN ADDITIONAL
EXCHANGE STUDENT AT THE HIGH SCHOOL

ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve an
additional exchange student at the High School for the remainder of
the school year at Principal Matthys’s discretion.
Motion carried, 7-0.

RESCIND POLICY 2264 — NON-DISCRIMINATION
ON THE BASIS OF SEX IN EDUCATION

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES ACTION ITEM
Motion by Jodi Kail, second by Jenny Flory, to rescind School Board
Policy 2264.

Motion carried, 7-0.

MID-YEAR GOALS REPORT DISCUSSION ITEM
District Administrator Novy and Building Principals presented re-
ports related to their annual goals.

APPROVAL OF NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL LMC

HVAC ROOFTOP UNIT ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to ap-
prove the LMC HVAC Rooftop Unit bid, as presented.

Motion carried, 7-0.

COLLEGE/TECH CREDIT APPROVALS ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Jodi Kail, to approve the
early college credit applications as presented.

Motion carried, 7-0.

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTED &

VOLUNTEER COACHES ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Al Schneider, to approve
the lists of contracted and volunteer coaches, as presented.
Motion passed, 6-0 [M. Oellerich abstained].

REFERENDUM UPDATE PRESENTATION/ACTION ITEM
District Administrator Novy presented information on efforts related
to the upcoming Operational Referendum, including press releases
and other public information meetings that have been held.

FUTURE AGENDA [April 9, 2025]
* Approval of the Minutes
* Approval of Bills
* Accept Donation(s)
* Resignation(s)
* Employment Recommendation(s)
* Volunteer Recommendation(s)
* Act 20 Presentation — Elementary School
* Report on Election Results
* Approval of Student Handbooks
» Referendum Update
+ Consideration to Make Friday, June 6 a Non-Student Day
» Consideration of Changes to the District Health Plan
« Consideration to Approve Building and Grounds Project
Recommendations
+ Consideration to Approve 34.1 Policy Updates
« Consideration of Budget Cuts for the 2025-2026 School Year

ROLL CALL VOTE TO CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION
PURSUANT TO WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(c)(e) ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to go into
Closed Session under WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(c)(e) at 8:53 p.m. for the
discussion of:

a. Staff Reports

b. Bus Contract
Roll Call vote: All ayes (7-0).

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to return to
open session at 9:34 p.m.

Motion carried, 7-0.

ADJOURNMENT ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Jodi Kail, to adjourn the
meeting at 9:35 p.m.

Motion carried, 7-0.
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Date: 03-12-25 $100 Bill List

Vendor Name Check Amount
AIRGAS USA, LLC 246.24
BUILDING AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS 283.00
CESA#2 5,923.60
CESA#3 780.00
CESA#6 6,092.00
EBSCO INFORMATION SERVICES 1,230.71
FOLLETT CONTENT SOLUTIONS LLC 626.18
NASCO 1,015.61
OFFICE PRO 4,697.40
RENNING, LEWIS & LACY, S.C. 335.00
SYMMETRY ENERGY SOLUTIONS, LLC 15,775.00
WALECHKA, THERESA A 250.00
BLICK ART MATERIALS 569.69
BRODHEAD WATER & LIGHT COMM 10,556.07
CEDAR CREEK LANDSCAPING 750.00
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS 584.99
CITY OF BRODHEAD SEWER DEPT 1,930.80
DELL MARKETING L.P. 46,436.00
DWD-UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 740.00
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 104.40
MONONA PLUMBING AND FIRE PROTECTION 430.00
QUIZIZZ.COM 4,253.00
RHYME BUSINESS PRODUCTS LLC 869.94
SECURITY ALARM OF ROCKFORD LLC 150.00
SSM HEALTH MEDICAL GROUP 2,636.57
SSM HEALTH MEDICAL GROUP 860.00
WASTE MANAGEMENT 882.22
WIL-KIL PEST CONTROL 142.54
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 2,500.00
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 1,895.50
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 626,422.83
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 10,000.00
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 189,537.95
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 122,949.88
AMERICAN DEPOSIT MANAGEMENT 184,424.82
ASSOCIATED BANK 688,040.00
EVANSVILLE COUNTRY CLUB 315.06
BADGER SPORTING GOODS 1,660.67
CDW GOVERNMENT INC 10,557.54
CESA#2 2,888.40
CESA#6 1,218.40
FOLLETT CONTENT SOLUTIONS LLC 360.78
MARTENSON, LAUREL B 120.00
NEOLA, INC. 200.00
OFFICE PRO 1,605.69
SCHOOL SPECIALTY 855.98
VOIGT MUSIC CENTER 676.05
APPLE COMPUTER INC 3,822.00
C&M PRINTING INC 573.00
GOODHALL, ABBY 120.00

HUNTINGTON & SON WELL PUMPS & PLUMBING INC ~ 425.00

SSM HEALTH - MONROE CLINIC MEDICAL GROUP  7,235.34
U.S. CELLULAR 123.72
WI SKYWARD USER GROUP 500.00
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 1,400.00
FOLLETT CONTENT SOLUTIONS LLC 312.24
GORDON FOOD SERVICE INC 14,706.78
JW PEPPER & SON INC 329.99
KOBUSSEN BUSES LTD 68,903.80
KOMPAS CARE 496.42
MENARDS - JANESVILLE 158.81
PAN-O-GOLD BAKING CO 538.03
PRAIRIE FARMS DAIRY INC 6,830.95
SYSCO FOOD SERVICES OF BARABOO 12,764.28
VOIGT MUSIC CENTER 496.00
BRODHEAD FREE PRESS 234.50
BURTON & MAYER INC 692.95
CITY OF BRODHEAD SEWER DEPT 1,812.26
NEXTGEN FURNITURE, INC. 8,896.00
PEPSI-COLA 1,118.24
PIGGLY WIGGLY 837.51
REILLY, PENNER & BENTON LLP 20,400.00
RHYME BUSINESS PRODUCTS LLC 5,047.93
ROCK VALLEY PUBLISHING LLC 677.70
SPEICH OIL INC 372.76
SSM HEALTH MEDICAL GROUP 4,077.82
AHRENS ACRES 180.00
BODELL, PAUL 132.60
BOWN, WILLIAM 300.00
EWELL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES 228.00
JARVIS, NICHOLAS L 373.20
LAMAR COMPANIES 635.00
MUSICBOX ENTERTAINMENT LLC 200.00
NASCO 778.94
PEPSI-COLA 357.29
PIGGLY WIGGLY 263.13
PIGGLY WIGGLY 296.50
ROEMER, PAUL 540.00
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 483.86
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 447.28
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 626.09
HOLIDAY WHOLESALE 650.76
HOLL, MIKE 106.03
MARTENSON, LAUREL B 180.00
MIDWEST HORSE FAIR 275.00
MILES, MICHAEL 106.03
NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION 468.00
PHILBIN, SEAN 106.03
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS 1,367.95
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 184.17
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 158.81
DEPPLER WOOD SUPPLY 209.40
PIGGLY WIGGLY 198.94
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 166.54
ALLTEAM SPORTSWEAR 924.00
PIGGLY WIGGLY 206.79
PIGGLY WIGGLY 353.82
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BRODHEAD 647.06
VOIGT MUSIC CENTER 203.00
WISCONSIN ASSOC OF FFA 320.00
The Independent Register
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SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT
District Office Board Room

Monday, March 17, 2025
Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Board Vice-President Elizabeth
Kempel at 5:00 p.m. The meeting agenda was properly building
posted on Thursday, March 13, 2025.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

Present: Elizabeth Kempel, Michael Oellerich, Al Schneider, Jodi
Kail, Don Buchanan, and Mike Krupke and Jenny Flory [virtually]
Absent: None

Continued on next page



Page 10

THE INDEPENDENT-REGISTER

Wednesday, April 23, 2025

Old World Wisconsin open for spring activities

High-wheeled bicy-
cling, spring planting, baby
chicks, and much more await
day-trippers looking for an af-
fordable getaway filled with
fun activities for the whole
family, all set within the 600-
acre living history attraction
at Old World Wisconsin.

Old World Wisconsin,
recently voted as Milwau-
kee Magazine’s “Best of the
Burbs” first place winner in
the attraction category, is
thrilled to announce it will
open for the spring season on
May 3 with an array of fam-
ily-friendly experiences and
outdoor fun for all ages. With
returning favorites like goat
yoga and hands-on workshops
where visitors hone skills
from a bygone era, Waukesha
County’s gem of the country-
side is a great value, deliver-
ing a full day of enjoyment
whether you’re embarking on
a special daytrip for the gen-
eral admission experience or
returning to a beloved annual
event.

“Old World Wisconsin of-

fers a variety of activities for
guests, from exploring our
historic 19th-century Cross-
roads Village to discovering
one or more of our many
historic working farmsteads.
Adults and kids alike love
meeting our heritage breed
animals, planting seeds in
our spring gardens, or hiking
on one of our nature trails,”
said Emily Duval, guest ser-
vices manager at Old World
Wisconsin. “We can’t wait to
welcome visitors back to the
site on May 3, or join us lat-
er in the month to celebrate
a special grand opening for
Wittnebel’s Tavern and the
expanded brewing experience
on May 17 and 18.”

Spring and summer admis-
sion rates are $20 for adults
and teens, $18 for seniors
(65+), $13 (children five to
12) and free under five. Wis-
consin  Historical  Society
members receive free general
admission to all sites, includ-
ing Old World Wisconsin, and
10% off ticketed events.

Wisconsin Historical Soci-

ety membership starts at $60
annually and members are
encouraged to pick up a Past-
port for the 2025 season to
start earning stamps towards
special prizes for every Wis-
consin Historical Society site
visited.

Old World Wisconsin’s
spring season occurs May 3
through June 8, with hours
of admission from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., every weekend. The
summer season starts on June
11 through Aug. 24, with ad-
mission from 10 a.m. to 4
p-m. each week on Wednes-
day through Sunday.

In addition to grand open-
ing festivities for the grown-
ups to mark the opening of
the site’s expanded beer and
brewing experience, Old
World Wisconsin is a must-
go attraction for kids and
teens with highlights like
free admission for children
on Wednesdays from June
11 to Aug. 20 and a patriotic
celebration for Independence
Weekend with special games,
music and live performances.

Book tickets online today to
reserve a place at one of Wis-
consin’s best-loved attractions
for kids and families where
the past comes to life around
every corner. And don’t wait
to get tickets for special tick-
eted events throughout the
spring and summer — space is
limited and spots are expected
to sell out for most events.

Upcoming events

* Wittnebel’s Tavern Grand
Opening Weekend — May 17
to 18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Step
back in time and celebrate
the grand opening of Wit-
tnebel’s Tavern. This historic
taphouse, first opened in the
early 20th century, is the new-
est addition to the Old World
brewing experience, promis-
ing an unforgettable experi-
ence from grain to glass. For
guests ages 21+, Old World
Wisconsin will serve a new
flagship brew, “Kettle Brau,”
on tap at Wittnebel’s Tavern.
The event will also feature a
special ribbon-cutting, live
polka music by Mike Schnei-

der, a special tap dance per-
formance, complimentary
Wittnebel’s Tavern can cooler
and an exclusive sticker with
beer purchases.

* Goat Yoga — May 24 and
Aug. 23, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.:
Looking for a wholly unique
way to relax and unwind? Old
World Wisconsin is hosting
an invigorating morning goat
yoga class in a unique, histor-
ic location. Interacting with
friendly farm animals is a
great way to reduce stress and
tension while improving men-
tal and physical health. This
class, instructed in collabo-
ration with Riverside Studio,
with goats provided by Oak
Hollow Acres in Burlington,
is perfect for all ages and abil-
ities. The cost is $35 per per-
son per session.

* Midsummer Celebration —
June 21, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.: Old
World’s Midsummer Celebra-
tion is back for another year
with favorite activities return-
ing like flower crown making,
historic cooking demonstra-
tions and the chance to frolic

around the Maypole. These
special activities, included in
the general admission experi-
ence, highlight the Scandina-
vian tradition of welcoming
the change of seasons on the
summer solstice.

* Independence Day Week-
end — July 4 to 5, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.: Enjoy two days of
stars-and-stripes-themed fun
during Independence Day
Weekend at Old World Wis-
consin. Suit up in your best
patriotic gear and head to
Crossroads Village for an
unforgettable celebration full
of food, games, music, per-
formances and more. Join a
spelling bee, churn your own
butter, watch (or deck out
your stroller and take part in)
a children’s parade, and enter
our famous pie-eating event
for a little healthy — or should
we say sweet — competition.

* Hands-On History Work-
shops — Various dates June
and July: Here’s the tools of
the trades from a bygone era

See SPRING, Page 11

Continued from previous page

APPROVAL OF DISTRICT LANDSCAPE BID

ACTION ITEM

Motion by Al Schneider, second by Don Buchanan, to approve Gran-
ite Ridge Landscape Company for the District Landscaping Bid.

Motion carried, 7-0.

SELECTION OF CANOPY OPTION

ACTION ITEM

Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve
the alternative canopy option using steel and alternative roofing
system at a budget number of $212,531.50.

Motion carried, 7-0.

SELECTION OF HIGH SCHOOL ALTERNATES ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Don Buchanan, to approve
VE Option #1 (deduct for HS teachers’ lounge upgrades) and VE
Option #2 (deduct of millwork removal for HS office rooms C114
and C115), and not accept VE Option #3 (deduct for the original
renovation scope for the new HS concession stand).

Motion carried, 7-0.

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL TESTING

ACTION ITEM

Motion by Don Buchanan, second by Al Schneider, to approve
CGC, Inc. for the Construction Materials Testing Bid.

Motion carried, 7-0.

ADJOURNMENT

ACTION ITEM

Motion by Don Buchanan, second by Michael Oellerich, to adjourn

the meeting at 5:15 p.m.
Motion carried, 7-0.
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NOTICE OF STORAGE as indicated in the Agenda.
LIEN SALE NEW SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBERS SHALL TAKE AND

Sugar River Storage, located
at 600 Dixon Drive, Albany WI
53502 will conduct a lien sale at
1 p.m. on May 1st, 2025. Follow-
ing is a brief description of the
units subject to sale.

Unit 130, Karen Zantow - an-
tique furniture, boxes, Beanies.

Unit 129, Matthew Martinson
- electronics, auto parts, boxes

Outside Storage, Matthew
Martinson - boat, motor, trailer

Unit 36, Derrick Nipple - baby
items, crib, tent, chainsaw, cool-
ers

Sale is subject to minimum bid
and cancellation or reschedule.
Units may be redeemed by pay-
ing owner, Sugar River Storage,
PO Box 40, Albany WI 53502
anytime prior to sale. Excess
proceeds will be sent to State
Treasurer.

For information call 608-558-
1510

The Independent Register
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AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL
DISTRICT
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING

Monday, April 28, 2025
DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD
ROOM
2501 West 5th Avenue,
Brodhead, WI

7:00 P.M.

This meeting is a meeting of the
Board of Education in public for
the purpose of conducting
the School District’s business
and is not to be considered a
public community meeting.
There is a time for public
participation during the meeting

FILE THE OFFICIAL OATH
5 MINUTES PRIOR TO THE
MEETING

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/oiv-
jiji-thn
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:
+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER

Il. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

. ROLL CALL

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. PUBLIC COMMENT PERI-
oD

AGENDA
VI. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
2. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
3. RESIGNATION(S)
4. EMPLOYMENT RECOM-
MENDATION(S)
5. VOLUNTEER RECOM-
MENDATION(S)
VII. BOARD REORGANIZA-
TION
A. Election of School Board
Officials
B. Board Meeting Dates and
Times for 2025-26
C. Official Depository
D. Approval of Authorized
Signatures
E. Appointment of Board
Member Representative
for 2025 CESA 2 Delegate
Assembly
F. Discuss Board Committees
VIIl. APPROVAL OF TEACHER
CONTRACTS
IX. APPROVAL OF CESA 2
SERVICE CONTRACTS
X. APPROVAL OF BUILDING
AND GROUNDS COMMIT-
TEE RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR LONG-TERM FACILITY
PLAN
XI. APPROVAL OF BUILDING
AND GROUNDS PROJECTS
XIl. CONSIDERATION TO
CHANGE THE DATE OF THE
MAY 14 BOARD MEETING
XIIl. FUTURE AGENDA

XIV. ROLL CALL VOTE TO
CONVENE IN CLOSED SES-
SION PURSUANT TO WI.
STS. 19.85 (1)(c)

a. Support Staff/Administrator
Negotiations

b. Staffing

* Consideration of Compensa-
tion of an Employee

XV. ACTION ON CLOSED
SESSION ITEMS

XVI. ADJOURNMENT

Persons needing special
accommodations should call
(608) 897-2141 at least twenty-
four [24] hours prior to the
meeting.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE THAT THE ASSESS-
MENT ROLL IS OPEN FOR EX-
AMINATION AND OPEN BOOK

STATE OF WISCONSIN

Town of Spring Valley,

Rock County

Notice of Open Book and Board
of Review

Pursuant to Wis.Stats. s70.45,
the assessment roll for the year
of 2025 assessment will be open
for examination starting April
24th to April 30th by appoint-
ment in the clerk’s office.

Additionally, the assessor shall
be available on Tuesday the 6th
day of May, 2025 at 9 am until
11 am via phone or email. Spen-
cer.Frame@catilisgov.com 262-
253-1142

Open Book is the opportuni-
ty to discuss your property’s
assessed value with the town
assessor in an informal setting.
Appointments are not necessary
for Open Book. Instructional ma-
terials will be provided at Open
Book to persons who wish to
object to valuations under Wis,
State Stat. 70.47.

Notice of Board of Review
Two-Hour Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the
Board of Review for the Town
of Spring Valley, Rock County,
Wisconsin, shall hold its first
meeting on June 3 pm, 2025, 11
am to 1 pm at the Orfordville Fire
Station Meeting Room. Please
be advised of the following re-
quirements if appearing before
the Board of Review

1. After the first meeting of the
board of review and before the
board’s final adjournment, no
person who is scheduled to ap-
pear before the board of review
may contact, or provide informa-
tion to, a member of the board
about that person’s objection
except at a session of the board.
Open book shall occur no less
than 7 days prior to the Board of
Review.

2. The board of Review may
not hear an objection to the
amount or valuation of property,
at least 48 hours before the first
meeting of the Board of Reviews
first scheduled meeting the ob-
jector provides to the Board of
Review clerk written or oral no-
tice of an intent to file an objec-

tion, except that upon a showing
of good cause and the submis-
sion of a written objection, the
Board of review shall waive the
requirement up to the end of the
session in the case of extraordi-
nary circumstances.

3. Objections to the amount of
valuation of property shall first
be made in writing and filed with
the Board of Review Clerk with
in the first two hours of the Board
of Reviews first scheduled meet-
ing, except upon evidence of ex-
traordinary circumstances. The
Board of Review may require
objections to the amount or val-
uation of the property to be sub-
mitted on forms approved by the
Wisconsin Department of Rev-
enue, and the Board of Review
and the Board of Review shall
require that any forms required
state the valuation of the proper-
ty in question. Persons who own
land and improvements to that
land may object to the aggre-
gate valuation of that land and
improvements to that land, but
no person who owns land and
improvements to that land may
object only to the valuation of
the land only to the valuation of
improvements to that land. No
person may be allowed in any
action or proceedings to ques-
tion the amount or valuation of
property unless the written ob-
jection has been filed and that
person in good faith presented
evidence to the Board of Review
in support of the objections and
made full disclosure before the
Board of Review, under oath, of
all that person’s property liable
to assessment in the district and
the value of that property, The
requirement that the objections
be in writing may be waived by
express action of the board.

4. When appearing before the
board, the objecting person shall
specify in writing, the person’s
estimate of the value of the land
and of the improvements that
are the subject of the person’s
objection and specify the infor-
mation that the person used to
arrive at that estimate.

5. No person may appear be-
fore the board of review, testify
to the board by telephone or ob-
ject to a valuation if the assessor
or objector made the valuation
using the income method; un-
less the person supplies to the
assessor all of the information
about income and expenses, as
specified in the manual under s.
73.03 (2a), Wis. Stats., that the
assessor requests. The Town of
Spring Valley has an ordinance
for the confidentiality of informa-
tion about income and expenses
that is provided to the assessor
under this paragraph which pro-
vides exceptions for persons
using the information in the dis-
charge of duties imposed by law
or of the duties of their office or
by order of a court. The informa-
tion that is provided under this
paragraph, unless a court deter-
mines that it is inaccurate, is not
subject to the right of inspection
and copying under s. 19.35(1).

6. The Board of Review shall
hear upon oath. by telephone all
ill or disabled persons who pres-
ent to the board a letter from a
physician, physicians assistant,
or advanced practice nurse pre-
scriber certified under Wis, State
Stat.441.16(2) that confirms

their iliness or disability. No per-
sons may testify by telephone
unless the Board of review, in
its discretion, has determined to
grant a property owner’s or their
representative’s request to tes-
tify under oath by telephone or
written statement.

7. Pursuant to s. 70.47 (2),
Wis. Stats.: No person shall be
allowed to appear before the
board of review, to testify to the
board by telephone, or to con-
test the amount of any assess-
ment of real or personal prop-
erty if the person has refused a
reasonable written request by
certified mail of the assessor to
enter onto property to conduct
an exterior view of such property
being assessed.

Dela Ends, Clerk

(608) 897-4288
tsvclerk@gmail.com
www.townofspringvalley.com

If you want to appear before
the board of review, you must
give the town clerk Notice of
Intent to file an appeal no later
than 9 am the morning of June
3, 2025. More information is
available at www.revenue.
wi.gov
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WNAXLP
ADVERTISEMENT FOR
BIDS

CITY OF BRODHEAD
BRODHEAD, WI
CROSSWINDS DEVELOP-
MENT

General Notice

CITY OF BRODHEAD is re-
questing Bids for the construc-
tion of the following Project:

CROSSWINDS
DEVELOPMENT
Project# 09336063

The City Of Brodhead will re-
ceive and accept bids ONLY
through QuestCDN.com via the
online electronic bid service
(QuestvBid) for the construction
of Crosswinds Development
until May 15, 2025 at 2:00 pm.
All bids will be downloaded and
publicly read aloud during a vir-
tual public bid opening that will
be held at the day and time of
the bid closing. All plan hold-
ers will receive information via
Quest on how to join the virtual
meeting prior to the bid opening.

The Project includes the follow-
ing Work:

Work includes but is not limited
to; approximately 3,425 L.F. of
new roadway, sidewalk; sani-
tary sewer main, structures, and
laterals; water main, appurte-
nances, and services; and storm
sewer main and structures
for 54 lots along 3™ Street, 4™
Street, East 11" Avenue, East
12t Avenue, and East 13" Av-
enue. Roadway Work includes
but is not limited to; 30-inch curb
and gutter, base course, asphal-
tic concrete pavement, concrete
sidewalk, and concrete ada
ramps. Large storm water man-
agement facilities, excavation,

grading, restoration, and erosion
control Work for the site.

The anticipated substantial
completion date is 9/30/2025
and final completion date is
10/30/2025.

Obtaining the Bidding
Documents
Information and Bidding Doc-
uments for the Project can be
found at the following designat-
ed website:

www.questcdn.com

Bidding Documents are avail-
able for download from Quest-
CDN at www.questcdn.com.
You may download the digital
plan documents for $45 by input-
ting Quest eBidDoc #9648645
on the website’s Project Search
page. Please contact Quest-
CDN at 952-233-1632 or contact
by email at info@questcdn.com
for assistance in free member-
ship registration, downloading,
and working with the digital
project information. Prospective
Bidders are urged to register
with QuestCDN as a plan holder,
even if Bidding Documents are
obtained from a plan room or
source other than the designat-
ed website in either electronic
or paper format. QuestCDN re-
quires the bidding documents to
be downloaded from the site in
order to submit a bid in the Vbid
system. The designated website
will be updated periodically with
addenda, lists of registered plan
holders, reports, and other in-
formation relevant to submitting
a Bid for the Project. All official
notifications, addenda, and oth-
er Bidding Documents will be
offered only through QuestCDN.
Neither Owner nor Engineer will
be responsible for Bidding Doc-
uments, including addenda, if
any, obtained from sources oth-
er than QuestCDN.

Instructions to Bidders.

No proposal will be accepted
unless accompanied by a cer-
tified check or bid bond equal
to at least 5% of the amount
bid, payable to the Owner as a
guarantee that, if the bid is ac-
cepted, the bidder will execute
and file the proper contract and
bond within 15 days after the
award of the contract. The cer-
tified check or bid bond will be
returned to the bidder as soon
as the contract is signed, and fif
after 15 days the bidder shall fail
to do so, the certified check or
bid bond shall be forfeited to the
Owner as liquidated damages.
No bidder may withdraw their
bid within 45 days after the ac-
tual date of the opening thereof.
Owner reserves the right to
waive any informalities or to re-
ject any or all bids.

Published by the authority of the
City Of Brodhead.

CONSULTING ENGINEER:
MSA Professional Services, Inc.
1230 South Boulevard
Baraboo, WI 53913

Brian Kehrli, P.E.

(608) 355-8887
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Fundraiser seeks sponsors
to support local families

Family Services of South-
ern Wisconsin invites the
community to step back in
time and celebrate in style at
Le Soiree en Blanc, the agen-
cy’s signature fundraising
event, to be held on Saturday,
June 21, at Glen Erin Golf
Club’s Celtic House. This
year’s theme brings the glitz
and glam of the Roaring 20s,
promising an unforgettable
evening filled with elegance,
entertainment, and purpose.

Guests will enjoy a vibrant
mix of music, delicious food,
specialty cocktails, engaging
activities, and vintage-in-
spired experiences — all set
against the backdrop of a
beautifully curated Gats-
by-style event. Le Soiree en
Blanc is not just a night out;
it’s a chance to give back to
the community while cele-
brating the impact of Family
Services’ vital work.

As the organization’s larg-
est fundraiser of the year,
proceeds from the event will
directly support programs
that serve some of the most
vulnerable individuals and
families in Rock and Green
Counties. This  includes
DEFY Domestic Abuse Be-
loit, SARP (Sexual Assault
Recovery Program), counsel-
ing services, advocacy for hu-
man trafficking victims, sup-
port for resource limited fam-
ilies and the groundbreaking
Next Steps Family Resilience
Center, which will soon wel-
come its first tenants in May.
This new transitional living
facility will offer comprehen-

sive support for single-parent
families, including housing,
counseling, and education
services that create pathways
to long-term stability.

Sponsorship opportunities
are now available, and com-
munity partners are encour-
aged to get involved.

“This is a great way to give
back, support critical ser-
vices, and enjoy a truly spec-
tacular evening,” said Jenny
Tschudy, Director of Re-
source Development. “We’re
looking for sponsors who
want to make a lasting impact
while being part of something
unforgettable.”

Tickets will go on sale
soon, and availability is lim-
ited. Watch for updates and
details on Family Services of
Southern Wisconsin’s web-
site and social media chan-
nels.

To learn more about be-
coming a sponsor or contrib-
uting to the success of Le Soi-
ree en Blanc, please contact
Jenny Tschudy at jtschudy @
familyservicesl.org or call
608-365-1244.

Family Services of South-
ern Wisconsin is a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to
supporting individuals and
families through domestic
violence advocacy, sexual as-
sault recovery, mental health
counseling, family-strength-
ening programs and more.
With a legacy of service and
a future focused on resilience,
Family Services is building
stronger communities — one
family at a time.

o Spri”g (Continued from page 10)

with hands-on workshops for
ages 13 and up. Workshop at-
tendees will learn from skilled
staff in authentic settings with
lunch included in the ticket
price. Workshop topics focus
on a range of interests — spin-
ning wool, blacksmithing and
baking and cooking — and
provide a chance to get your
hands dirty while gaining the
knowledge that helped Wis-
consin’s early immigrants
thrive in their new world. For
ages 21+, a brewing workshop

focused on Ales and Lagers
will be offered for one day
only on July 10. The cost is
$200 per person per workshop
for the day-long experience.

* Get-in-Free Discount
Days — May 11, June 15, and
Wednesdays from June 11 to
Aug. 20: What could be more
fun than a day at Old World
Wisconsin with the family?
Getting in for free, of course.
Join us on May 11 when
moms get in free general ad-
mission for Mother’s Day or

Wednesday, April 23, 2025
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Discussing key issues in Rock County

it

PHOTO SUBMITTED Rock Valley Publishing
On March 27, Sen. Mark Spreitzer met with Rock County Supervisors Kathy Shulz, April Whitledge, and
Erica Boehlke alongside Rock County Human Services Department Director Kate Luster and program direc-
tors to discuss the challenges counties face in providing services amid rising costs and stagnant funding.
They discussed key issues such as funding for the Community Support Program, fully funding crisis services
statewide, and the Birth to 3 Program to support early intervention during a child’s first three years.

River Bandits and Sky Carp suspended in fourth inning

By Josh Flickinger
CONTRIBUTOR

Sunday’s game between the
Sky Carp and the River Ban-
dits was suspended with the
River Bandits leading 3-0 in
the bottom of the fourth in-
ning.

The game will be picked
up from the point it left off on
Tuesday, May 20 at 6:05 p.m.
The game will be finished as a
nine-inning game; then be fol-

June 15 when dads get in for
free for Father’s Day. And,
every Wednesday from June
11 through Aug. 20, children
ages five through 12 get into
the site for free. Take advan-
tage of these discount days for
the best deal in history.

Old World Wisconsin is
one of the Wisconsin Histori-
cal Society’s 12 historic sites
and museums. Rated as one of
the top attractions to take kids
in the Milwaukee area, Old
World Wisconsin is a 600-acre

lowed by a seven-inning con-
test 30 minutes after the first
game’s conclusion.

The River Bandits scored a
pair of runs in the first inning,
then another in the second to
build their 3-0 lead. The Carp
are threatening in the fourth,
with runners on first and sec-
ond and two out and Wilfredo
Lara at the plate.

The Sky Carp will head on
a 12-game road trip, with the

regional history attraction that
features interactive environ-
ments and immersive stories
of 19th-and early 20th-century
Midwestern immigrant farm
and rural life. The museum
offers guests family-friendly,
hands-on activities as they
visit a crossroads village and
eight working farmsteads,
explore heirloom gardens,
experience beer brewing tra-
ditions, meet heritage animal
breeds and try historic crafts
and skills. Old World Wis-

first stop being six games in
South Bend, Tuesday’s open-
er being scheduled for a 6:05
p.m. Central time start.

After traveling to Peoria, the
Sky Carp will return home to
take on Cedar Rapids in a six-
game series beginning Tues-
day, May 6 at 6:05 p.m.

Visit skycarp.com for tick-
ets.

The Beloit Sky Carp are the
High-A Affiliate of the Miami

consin is located on Highway
67 just south of Eagle, Wis.,
within daytrip distance of Mil-
waukee, Chicago and Mad-
ison. For more information
and a list of upcoming events
please visit oldworldwiscon-
sin.org or call 262-594-6301.
Wisconsin Historical Society
members receive free general
admission to this site during
regular operating hours.

The Wisconsin Historical
Society, founded in 1846,
ranks as one of the largest,

Marlins and play their games
at ABC Supply Stadium — the
heart of the Riverbend District.

Get tickets at SkyCarp.com
or call the Box Office at 608-
362-2272.

Follow the Sky Carp on
Twitter at @BeloitSkyCarp,
on Instagram at @BeloitSky-
Carp, on TikTok @BeloitSky-
Carp, and like them on Face-
book via www.facebook.com/
SkyCarpBaseball.

most active and most diver-
sified state historical societies
in the nation. As both a state
agency and a private member-
ship organization, its mission
is to help people connect to
the past by collecting, pre-
serving and sharing stories.
The Wisconsin Historical So-
ciety serves millions of peo-
ple every year through a wide
range of sites, programs and
services. For more informa-
tion, visit wisconsinhistory.
org.
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Correctional Officer. He com-
pleted a 200-hour Jail Acad-
emy at Blackhawk Technical
College on March 3, 2023.
Correctional Officer Khang
currently works 2nd Shift in
the Jail Operations Bureau. He
graduated from Lincoln High
School in Wisconsin Rapids
and earned a Bachelor of Arts
in Criminal Justice from Lake-
land University in Sheboygan,
Wis.

Correctional Officer
Khang’s supervisor nominat-
ed him for his exceptional
performance. He is the senior
correctional officer on his col-
or day and is highly regarded
by his peers and supervisors.
Correctional Officer Khang
serves as a booking officer, a
position typically reserved for
the most reliable and knowl-
edgeable staff. Correctional
Officer Khang became a Jail
Training Officer (JTO) in No-
vember 2023 and has trained
countless new hires. He has
an outstanding attendance
record and can be regularly
counted on to work overtime
to cover manpower shortages.
Correctional Officer Khang
continues to expand his skills
by learning new tasks, such as
the finer points of maintaining
and updating jail inmate files.
Correctional Officer Khang
thwarted a food smuggling op-
eration amongst inmate kitch-
en workers in August 2024. He
also participated in numerous
shakedowns within the jail and
recovered contraband. Correc-
tional Officer Khang possesses
exceptional ~communication
skills and uses them to dees-
calate tense situations without
the use of force. He is an asset,
not only to 2nd Shift Jail, but
the entire agency.

Support Staff Person of
the Year: Administrative
Professional Il Amber
Salazar
Amber
Salazar
started at the
Rock Coun-
ty Sheriff’s
Office  on
Jan. 30,
2021, as an
adminis-
trative  as-
sistant in the Jail Operations
Bureau. She accepted a lateral
transfer to the Court Services/
Civil Process Bureau on Nov.
1, 2021. Her position was re-
classified to Administrative
Professional II in 2023. In her
current role, she coordinates
court appearances, writ pick-
ups, writ returns, competency
placements and statuses, revo-
cation orders, and transporting
inmates to prison. She routine-
ly communicates with judges,
the District Attorney’s Office,
and other counties. Her super-
visor stated that her greatest
strength is her willingness to
jump in and help as needed
whether that’s a quick phone
call to clarify a situation or a
longer-term issue that requires
significant commitment. Sala-
zar resides in Janesville with
her family. She graduated from
Beloit Memorial High School
and obtained an Associate De-
gree in Criminal Justice Stud-
ies from Blackhawk Techni-
cal College. She previously
worked at the Rock County
911 Communications Center
as a Telecommunicator.
Salazar’s supervisor nomi-
nated her for her absorption of
additional responsibilities in
2024. This included arranging
transport for juveniles to fa-
cilities across the state as the
Youth Services Center start-
ed to house juveniles out-of-
county. Salazar also assumed
responsibility for receiving,
entering, and distributing sub-
poenas as part of realigning

duties within the Court Ser-
vices Bureau. Further, Sala-
zar conducted hundreds of
background checks on con-
struction workers assigned
to the building project at the
Sheriff’s Office. Throughout,
Salazar maintained her normal
workload. Salazar is regularly
relied on by her coworkers to
answer questions. She pos-
sesses a positive attitude and
is dependable. Salazar has
attended the National Associ-
ation of Extradition Officials
Conference and is one of the
agency’s extradition experts.

Retired Sheriffs
Leadership Award:
Sergeant Allen Peters
Allen Pe-
ters started
at the Rock
County
Sherift’s Of-
fice on Nov.
15, 2021,
as a deputy
sheriff. He
received a
promotion to Sergeant on Jan.
4, 2023. He currently super-
vises 2nd Shift Patrol — Blue
Days. He leads the Hostage
Negotiations Team as the
Team Commander. He also
serves on the Honor Guard.
He is a certified Handgun and
Rifle Instructor and a GLOCK
Armorer. He coordinates the
law enforcement presence at
the Rock County 4-H Fair. He
volunteers for Cops and Bob-
bers and Gutter Busters youth
events. He resides in Brodhead
with his family. He graduated
from Brodhead High School
and earned a Bachelor of Arts
in History from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin — Milwaukee.
He completed a 160-hour Jail
Academy in 2013 and a 520-
hour Law Enforcement Acad-
emy in 2015. He previously
worked for the Green County
Sheriff’s Office and the Alba-
ny Police Department.
Sergeant Peters received
nominations from both his di-
rect supervisor and 2nd shift
patrol deputies. These nomina-
tions addressed his outstanding
leadership and commitment.
His supervisor exulted his
performance as Incident Com-
mand during several high-pri-
ority calls and commended
his ability to remain calm and
make informed decisions. His
staff stated that he exemplifies
the highest standards of integ-
rity, service, and dedication
to his deputies and the com-
munity. They emphasized that
he brings out the best in those
he works with. His staff cited
the extraordinary leadership
that he displayed while coor-
dinating emergency response
efforts for the four tornadoes
that struck Rock County in
2024. They also praised his
command presence during
multiple high-risk incidents
and his intentional follow-up
with those involved. They re-
ported that he consistently pro-
vides support to his deputies
and shows concern for their
wellness. One nominator stat-
ed that Sergeant Peters handles
calls during busy shifts to pro-
vide timely response to com-
munity members. His deputies
highlighted his ability to con-
nect with people, to listen, and
to deescalate dangerous situa-
tions. Nominators repeatedly
mentioned that Sergeant Pe-
ters genuinely cares and leads
by example. One submission
stated, “What sets Sgt. Peters
apart isn’t just his skill, his
experience, or even his leader-
ship — it’s his heart. He shows
up for people, whether they’re
his fellow officers, the com-
munity, or complete strangers
in need.” His supervisor con-
cluded his nomination by re-
iterating that Sergeant Peters

cares for his staff and supports
them in setting and achieving
their goals.

Lifesaving Award: Deputy
Matthew McCormack
and Deputy Samantha
Valencia

On Jan. 17, at around 5:33
p-m., Deputy Matthew Mc-
Cormack and his Police Train-
ing Officer, Deputy Samantha
Valencia, responded to a ru-
ral residence in the Town of
Spring Valley for an elderly
female having a heart attack.
Upon arrival, they found the
female subject was unrespon-
sive and not breathing. Depu-
ty McCormack immediately
started performing chest com-
pressions while Deputy Va-
lencia applied the AED to the
subject. The AED shocked the
subject. Deputy McCormack
and Deputy Valencia alternat-
ed providing chest compres-
sions. The AED shocked the
subject a second time. Dep-
uty McCormack and Depu-
ty Valencia continued chest
compressions. They worked
together providing lifesaving
measures to the subject for
nearly eight minutes prior to
other first responders arriving.
Orfordville Fire and Janesville
Fire ultimately took over life-
saving measures and transport-
ed the subject to the hospital
for further treatment. The swift
actions of Deputy McCormack
and Deputy Valencia led to the
woman’s survival.

Unit Citation

2nd Shift Patrol: Deputy Kait-
Iyn Barrett, Deputy Jacob
Diaz, Deputy Kristina Feirn,
Deputy Joshua Fell, Deputy
Matthew Gawlik, Deputy Jef-
fery Knudson, Deputy Kyle
Kunkel, Deputy Joshua Pe-
terson, Deputy Jesus Salazar,
Deputy Logan Shelby, Deputy
Thomas Tobias, Deputy Sa-
mantha Valencia, and Deputy
Cole Walsh

The 2nd Shift Patrol Depu-
ties repeatedly displayed cour-
age, dedication, professional-
ism, and teamwork throughout
2024 while responding to sev-
eral high-risk, low-frequency
calls for service.

Within Rock County, they
responded to four separate tor-
nado incidents on Feb. 8, May
26, June 22, and July 15, 2024.
They worked in hazardous
conditions for long hours to
render assistance to commu-
nity members. In March, 2nd
Shift Patrol Deputies respond-
ed to an address on Miles Road
for a missing child. They iden-
tified and detained a person of
interest as the call transitioned
to a homicide investigation.
Their teamwork and thorough-
ness led to the successful arrest
of the suspect. In June, 2nd
Shift Patrol Deputies respond-
ed to a report of an armed
subject pointing a rifle at vic-
tims at a trailer park. Depu-
ties demonstrated command
presence and teamwork in
controlling the uncooperative
crowd and identifying and tak-
ing a suspect into custody. This
call developed into activating
the SWAT Team and obtaining
a search warrant for the resi-
dence. In September, 2nd Shift
Patrol Deputies responded
to a strong-armed carjacking
where the driver was forcibly
pulled from the vehicle. Dep-
uties located the stolen vehicle
traveling towards Beloit, and
the vehicle fled. During the en-
suing pursuit, a deputy utilized
the Pursuit Intervention Tech-
nique to safely end the pursuit
and take the suspect into cus-
tody. The swift and coordinat-
ed actions of deputies ensured
the victim was safe, the stolen
vehicle was successfully re-
covered, and the suspect was
arrested.

The 2nd Shift Patrol Depu-
ties also assisted surrounding
law enforcement agencies with
multiple high-risk incidents, to
include Dane County Sherift’s
Office with apprehension of
two armed homicide suspects
who shot at law enforcement,
City of Janesville Police De-
partment with an officer in-
volved shooting, City of Be-
loit Police Department with
an officer involved shooting,
City of Milton Police Depart-
ment with a shots fired call in
an apartment complex that led
to a SWAT Team callout, City
of Milton Police Department
with a non-fatal shooting in-
vestigation, and City of Be-
loit Police Department with
a homicide investigation. In
each incident, 2nd Shift Patrol
Deputies exhibited profession-
alism and teamwork embody-
ing the agency’s tradition of
service.

Sheriff’s Award: Captain
Mark Thompson

In 2024, Captain Mark
Thompson leveraged technol-
ogy in the Support Services
Bureau to improve efficiency
and increase capabilities in
three areas. First, he oversaw
the implementation of Nex-
tRequest Public Records Soft-
ware. NextRequest allows the
agency to receive and fulfill
open records requests elec-
tronically. Second, he arranged
for the transition to Pace
Scheduler, which consolidat-
ed scheduling for all Sheriff’s
Office staff into one online
platform as opposed to bureau
and shift-specific paper calen-
dars, saving hundreds of hours
a year in scheduling tasks.
Third, he orchestrated the
adaptation of FASTER Fleet
Management Software. The
program tracks the agency’s
vehicles and capital equipment
streamlining routine main-
tenance and reducing repair
costs. This award recognizes
Captain Thompson’s innova-
tion in implementing these
technological advances to the
Support Services Bureau.

Citizen Award: Jaime
Quevedo-Flores

On April 28, 2024, deputies
responded to a disturbance at
Toxic Bar in the Town of Rock.
The investigation revealed that
a male subject was causing is-
sues at the bar. The subject was
upset that the owner of the bar
and a security guard would not
allow him to sell cocaine there.
Security Guard Jaime Queve-
do-Flores escorted the subject
out of the bar. The subject then
proceeded to his vehicle where
he retrieved a loaded pistol and
concealed it on his person. The
subject returned to the front
door of the bar and attempt-
ed to go back inside. Queve-
do-Flores stopped the subject
who insisted on returning to
his friend inside. A second se-
curity guard went to retrieve
the friend. Quevedo-Flores
turned to check on the second
security guard and heard what
he believed to be a pistol slide
being racked. Quevedo-Flores
quickly turned back and ob-
served the subject holding a
firearm in his hand. Queve-
do-Flores believed the subject
would use the firearm and im-
mediately tackled the subject
to the ground and wrestled the
gun away from him. Queve-
do-Flores, with the assistance
of the other security guard,
was able to place the subject in
handcuffs before deputies ar-
rived. The subject was arrested
and convicted for his actions in
this incident. The firearm used
in this incident was connected
to a shooting case in the City
of Janesville and an attempted
homicide case in the Town of
Beloit. Quevedo-Flores’s he-

roic actions prevented a po-
tentially deadly shooting from
occurring.

Commendations

Deputy Kristina Feirn, Deputy
Joshua Fell, Deputy Matthew
Gawlik, Deputy Kyle Kunkel,
Deputy Tyler Quade, Deputy
Samantha Valencia, and Dep-
uty Cole Walsh

On April 10, 2024, the
Dane County Sheriff’s Office
requested assistance with a
rapidly evolving, dangerous
situation. They were actively
pursuing a vehicle on the in-
terstate towards Rock County.
Both occupants of the vehicle
were discharging firearms at
pursuing officers. The vehicle
exited the interstate and fled
into a rural area outside of
Stoughton. The suspects, who
were later determined to be
associated with a homicide in
Towa, abandoned their vehicle
and fled on foot into a wood-
ed area. One of the suspects
forced their way into an oc-
cupied residence and opened
fire on the residents, who were
successfully evacuated. This
suspect remained barricaded
inside the residence, while
the other suspect continued to
elude law enforcement on foot
in the woods.

Deputies Samantha  Va-
lencia, Cole Walsh, Matthew
Gawlik, Joshua Fell, Kristina
Feirn, Kyle Kunkel, and Tyler
Quade all responded. These
deputies displayed the utmost
courage and dedication under
extremely dangerous circum-
stances. They operated self-
lessly attempting to locate and
contain two armed and danger-
ous suspects in an unfamiliar
location. These deputies did
not hesitate to take on needed
tasks, including gathering in-
formation from witnesses, traf-
fic control, perimeter security
on the wooded area, and con-
taining the barricaded subject
at the residence. Law enforce-
ment from Dane County and
Rock County worked together
seamlessly to resolve this sit-
uation with no further danger
to the public. These deputies
demonstrated extreme com-
mitment to protect and serve.

Sergeant Shena Kohler and
Administrative  Professional
III Sarah Anderson

In 2024, the Sheriff’s Office
Records Bureau implemented
NextRequest Public Records
Software to streamline the dis-
semination of open records re-
quests. Sergeant Shena Kohler
and Administrative Profes-
sional III Sarah Anderson
spearheaded the implementa-
tion. They dedicated countless
hours to learning the new soft-
ware, building the database,
and creating procedures for
its use. NextRequest is now
utilized daily for records re-
quests from professional part-
ners, media, and the public.
Since the implementation of
NextRequest in April 2024,
the agency has completed sev-
eral thousand requests with
an average closure within five
business days. The implemen-
tation of NextRequest reduced
costs for requestors and the
agency by providing an ave-
nue to send electronic versions
of files instead of traditional
paper copies. The increased
efficiency of NextRequest also
allowed for the reallocation of
an employee to another area in
the agency. Sergeant Kohler
and Administrative Profes-
sional III Anderson demon-
strated tremendous dedication
to their work in their imple-
mentation of NextRequest in
an effective and timely man-
ner.

Deputy Cole Walsh
On Oct. 12, 2024, at around

5:32 p.m., Deputy Cole Walsh
responded to a Town of Turtle
address for a report of a vehicle
that crashed into a residence.
The residence was occupied at
the time of the incident; mirac-
ulously, the occupant was not
injured. As the first on scene,
Deputy Walsh encountered a
dangerous and hectic situa-
tion. Deputy Walsh observed
that the vehicle had fully en-
tered the residence and caused
significant damage. Multiple
witnesses advised that the ve-
hicle was on fire inside the
residence. Deputy Walsh lo-
cated the driver of the vehicle
who was not seriously injured.
He subsequently saw visible
flames near the vehicle’s en-
gine. Deputy Walsh utilized
the fire extinguisher from his
squad, as well as two addi-
tional fire extinguishers from
other responding law enforce-
ment officers, to extinguish
the fire. Deputy Walsh also
ensured the evacuation of the
residence to minimize the risk
of injuries to those present.
Deputy Walsh stabilized and
commanded a chaotic scene.
His quick response and actions
prevented the residence from
becoming fully engulfed and
burning down. The investiga-
tion revealed that the vehicle
was traveling at high speeds
and lost control on a curve and
resulted in arresting the driver
for Operating While Intoxicat-
ed and other charges.

Deputy Anthony Barr, Depu-
ty Jacob Diaz, Deputy Austin
Dietzel, Deputy Joshua Fell,
Deputy  Matthew  Gawlik,
Deputy Benjamin Jacobs,
Deputy Jeffery Knudson, Dep-
uty Andrew Maloney, Deputy
Logan Shelby, Deputy Thom-
as Tobias, Deputy Samantha
Valencia, Deputy Cole Walsh,
Detective Luke DuCharme,
and Sergeant Christopher
Lochner

On June 22, 2024, at arpund
7:42 p.m., an EF2 tornado
touched down in the Town of
Rock and traveled northeast
towards the City of Janesville.
The tornado was on the ground
for approximately 11 minutes
with a maximum wind speed
of 115 miles per hour. The
tornado’s path was 6.21 miles
long with a maximum width of
700 yards. The tornado caused
significant damage, including
downed trees, downed power
lines, and structural damage
to both homes and businesses.
The tornado left many roads
impassable. The storm pro-
duced a large amount of rain
that flooded several roadways.
Miraculously, there were no
injuries from the tornado. On
duty 2nd Shift Patrol Deputies,
as well as other on duty and off
duty personnel, responded to
both assist at the damage area
and maintain patrol functions
for the entirety of Rock Coun-
ty. Those working the tornado
scene performed the following
tasks: manning traffic control
posts on closed roadways, re-
moving debris from roadways,
checking on downed power
lines, staffing an emergency
shelter location, and conduct-
ing door-to-door residence
checks to ensure the safety of
all residents in the path of the
tornado. Those assisting with
patrol functions remained ex-
tremely busy responding to
numerous calls for service not
related to the tornado. These
personnel played a crucial and
significant role in providing
law enforcement services to
Rock County during a signifi-
cant weather-related emergen-
cy.
The Rock County Sheriff’s
Office  congratulates these
award recipients for their ex-
ceptional contributions to pub-
lic safety.
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